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JEPP FUNDING ENSURES EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS FOR SIDNEY  
 

Sidney, B.C.; The Sidney Fire Department recently facilitated an Emergency Operations Centre (EOC) 

exercise. The exercise was part of a larger initiative that aims to prepare the Town of Sidney for 

emergency events ranging from windstorms to earthquakes and tsunamis.  

 

Two Federal Government grants from Public Safety Canada, under the Joint Emergency Preparedness 

Program (JEPP), allowed the Fire Department to host the recent exercise, as well as update the Town’s 

existing Emergency Response and Recovery Plan and facilitate hands on training for Town employees, 

increasing their ability to effectively respond in a real time emergency.   

 

In addition the JEPP grants allowed the Town’s EOC to further advance its telecommunication 

capabilities, but more importantly, build upon an emergency response foundation that focuses on the 

safety, health, and wellbeing of Sidney residents.   

 

Mayor Larry Cross stated; “The level of sophistication of Sidney’s EOC is comparable to that of much 

larger municipalities. This is as a direct result of the leadership of our Fire Chief and his staff. The Town’s 

Information Technology staff also deserves special mention. They have worked diligently to ensure the 

EOC’s telecommunication capabilities are streamlined and user friendly.” 

 

Ultimately, the success of this recent exercise can be attributed to excellent teamwork combined with 

the funding allocated through the Joint Emergency Preparedness Program. Since 1980, the Government 

of Canada has committed over $170 million to emergency preparedness initiatives and programs 

through the JEPP. By funding emergency preparedness programs including the Town of Sidney’s, the 

JEPP is viewed as a pro-active method to reduce loss of life, injuries, and property damage associated 

with emergencies.   

 

For additional information on the Joint Emergency Preparedness Program (JEPP) visit Public Safety 

Canada’s website: www.publicsafety.gc.ca. 


