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Mayor’s Message
2012 has clearly been a productive
year for the Town. As I look over the
past year, I would like to highlight
some of the key initiatives Council
has undertaken.
A critical task for Council early in the
year was to seek a new Chief
Administrative Officer for the Town.
Mr. Randy Humble, after a nationwide search, was the unanimous
choice of Council. Formerly our
Director of Development Services,
Mr. Humble has quickly and
effectively fit into his new role.
Two important changes have been
made to assist the public in
understanding Town regulations and
procedures. The first was the passage
of a revised Zoning Bylaw which has
already received positive comments
from other municipalities for its
clarity and non-technical approach.
The second change was a new
financial reporting system which will
make it much easier for the public to
understand the Town’s financial
reports.
The Town’s advisory committee
structure was another area in which
the Town made changes during this
past year. The responsibilities of
several committees were assigned to
Council’s Committee of the Whole.
This means that all of Council will be
present to hear discussions on matters
formerly handled by committees.
Good communications have always
been a key goal for Council but a
goal difficult to meet in every
instance. A communications plan to
improve getting information to the

public is currently being developed.
Residents will see new efforts to
provide them with information during
the coming year.

This is just a sampling of the many
exciting and worthwhile projects and
activities Council and Town Staff
have undertaken this past year.

The Town faced some serious and
unexpected infrastructure failures this
past year. Our iconic Beacon Wharf
required immediate repairs this past
summer to ensure the safety and
viability of this popular waterfront
feature. Also, as a result of winterstorm damage, the Lochside Seawall
had to be repaired. Both projects
were efficiently completed on time
and on budget.

On behalf of Sidney Town Council, I
wish all residents of Sidney a happy
and prosperous 2013.

Two features that make our Town a
special place were enhanced by
decisions of Council. In May, we
opened the Sidney Seaside Sculpture
Walk along our beautiful waterfront
pathway. The addition of artwork to
what is a spectacular waterfront walk
adds to the experience of residents
and visitors alike. Our Sidney Street
Market is another favourite in our
Town. Recognizing this, Council
reviewed its operation and made
changes ensuring its ongoing
sustainability and its local character.
Through a proposal process, Laurie
McDermid, who has managed the
market in the past and who has been
involved as a vendor, was selected as
the new market coordinator.
st

On the July 1 weekend, we reopened
the renovated and re-energized
Iroquois Park.
This park now
provides activities for all ages, while
retaining its historical connection to
both the sinking of the S.S. Iroquois
and the orchard that stood there years
ago.

Glow as you Go
Be bright - be street smart!
The Town, in conjunction with the
RCMP, would like to create
community awareness regarding the
importance of pedestrian safety,
particularly at night. In the dark
winter months, especially when it’s
raining, wearing bright colours or
reflective materials is simply a “street
smart” thing to do.
Reflective
materials make it easier for drivers to
see you, which help you keep safer at
night. Sidney is an ideally suited
community for walking. It’s free, it’s
fun and it’s great exercise. But in
doing so we must also be smart.
Without question, motorists have
a responsibility to watch for
pedestrians, but pedestrians should
also be diligent regarding their own
safety.
To help you stay safe and BRIGHT
at night, the Town and the RCMP
have partnered together to provide
free reflective wrist bands to its
citizens. They are available for pickup at Town Hall after January 21st.
Quantities are limited so be sure to
get yours now!
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In February staff anticipate undertaking road construction
for a single-lane roundabout at Fifth Street and Ocean
Avenue. Underground drainage work will precede the
road works in the weeks ahead. If all goes according to
plan, the project should be completed by June 30th 2013,
before the busy summer travel period.
An extensive Communications Plan and a Traffic
Management Plan have been developed for this
challenging project. Information and plans of the
roundabout, including traffic routing during construction,
is available on the Town’s website at www.sidney.ca or by
visiting the Engineering Department at the Town Hall.
Delays and detours can be expected during the
construction. Please use alternate routes where possible. If
you must travel through the construction zone please drive
slowly and obey traffic signage and control personnel;
they are there for your safety.
Funding for the roundabout, because it is considered a
“green” project, is being sourced from the Town’s accrued
Gas Tax revenues, along with assistance from the
Insurance Corporation of British Columbia (ICBC) and the
Ministry of Transportation and Infrastructure (MoTI).
The projected cost of the remaining work (some peripheral
and underground work was completed in 2012) is
approximately $900,000. This project is not being
funded through property taxes or municipal
borrowing.

When completed, the single lane multi-modal roundabout
will improve access and safety at that intersection. ICBC
will also be showcasing the roundabout design, undertaken
by Associated Engineering, as part of their Road
Improvement program for Vancouver Island.
To minimize the impact on existing residential properties
the roundabout was shifted southwards about 12 metres
(39ft). That adjustment required a small piece of the
northeast corner of the adjacent Nav Canada site. The
lengthy land acquisition process with the Federal
Government for that 335m² parcel is just now wrapping
up.
The concept of a single-lane roundabout at Fifth Street and
Ocean Avenue was first suggested in May 2003 in a
Council Report addressing a request for a four-way stop at
that intersection. A four-way stop was not determined to
be practical due to the predominant north/south traffic
flows through the intersection that would have been
unnecessarily impeded, contributing to higher levels of
neighbourhood noise and vehicle emissions. The cost of
traffic lights and required reconfiguration of the
intersection would be in the order of $500,000. However,
as traffic lights require energy to operate and do not aid in
the reduction in vehicle emissions (i.e. greenhouse gases)
by improving traffic flow, they are not eligible for the
application of Gas Tax funding. Signal lights therefore
would be less efficient operationally and would require
significant property tax revenues, or municipal borrowing,
to provide the necessary capital funding.

TOWN TALK __________________________________________________________________________ Page 3, January 2013

2013 Council Meeting Schedule
Below is the schedule of Council meetings for 2013 as endorsed by Council:
January 14 and 28
February 12 and 25
March 11 and 25

April 8 and 22
May 13 and 27
June 10 and 24

July 8
August 12
September 9 and 23

2013 Financial Plan meetings will be held as follows:
January 21
February 4
February 19

Presentation of draft budget to Committee of the Whole
Preliminary budget discussions at Committee of the Whole
Budget deliberations (continued on February 20 if required)

Please check the Town’s website at www.sidney.ca for possible changes to this schedule.

October 15 and 28
November 12 and 25
December 2 and 16
If you are interested in
knowing the 2013 Citizen and
Council appointments, please
refer to our website at
www.sidney.ca or contact the
Administration Department at
250-656-1139.

Update on the Sidney Street Market
In October the Town was pleased to announce that Laurie McDermid of Westcoast
Impressions Event Planning had been selected as the successful proponent to run the
Sidney Thursday Summer Market beginning in 2013. Ms. McDermid has extensive
experience in operating similar events and, as a participating vendor in the Market,
Ms. McDermid brings a well-balanced perspective to ensuring the future
sustainability of the Market along with some new ideas. The Town has also recently
established a Sidney Market Advisory Group, consisting of Town staff, Council
representation, a market vendor and two local merchants, which will assist and
provide guidance on the coordination of the Market. The main focus of the Advisory Group will be to establish criteria
for vendor selection, participate in vendor selection, and address issues and challenges as they arise. Make sure to mark
it in your calendar -- the 2013 Sidney Street Market will run every Thursday night on Beacon Avenue from the last week
in May to the end of August.

Electronics Recycling
Did you know that you can recycle old televisions, computers, printers, non-cellular
telephones and even certain medical monitoring devices? The Sidney Bottle Depot
accepts a large range of electronic equipment including tools, small kitchen appliances
and much, much more. For a full list of accepted electronic products, visit
www.electrorecycle.ca. The Sidney Bottle Depot also accepts many other products
including milk containers and leftover household paint. They have recently expanded
their customer service area to include more sorting tables and there are now more
parking stalls to serve you better. Visit them at #5 - 10025 Galaran Road or call them at
250-655-4878 for more information.
Please recycle and help to keep our streets and boulevards clear of rubbish.

Snow Clearing
In the event of snowfall, residents, property owners and
businesses are reminded that the Town’s “Streets and
Traffic Regulation Bylaw” requires every person being
an occupant or owner of any property, to clear snow and
ice from the sidewalk in front of or abutting their

property. Your cooperation in helping to make Sidney a
safer all-weather community is greatly appreciated.
And please remember your elderly or disabled
neighbours who may require assistance.

TOWN TALK __________________________________________________________________________ Page 4, January 2013

Gone But Not Forgotten - The Merchants Bank Building

Throughout the 20 t h Century,
Sidney’s heritage buildings slowly
disappeared as the Town modernized
and the frontier structures that
characterized its early years were
replaced. One such building was the
old Merchants Bank, formerly located
on the north-east corner of Beacon
Avenue and Third Street.
The
Merchants Bank originally opened in
a small wooden building on First
Street in 1909 when the population of
Sidney was about 500. During the
midst of the real estate boom in 1912,
property owner and local
businessman James Critchley decided
to develop his holdings with a 30 by
40 foot two-storey wooden building
which he leased to the bank. The
offices of the bank, “fitted with the
latest and most expensive mahogany
and rosewood furniture”, took up the
complete lower floor. Moving into

the building during February 1913, it
was reported that the most difficult
item to move was the gigantic 3 ton
safe.
The Merchants Bank merged with the
Bank of Montreal in 1922, taking on
the latter’s name and continuing on in
Sidney until December 1935 when
the bank closed on account of the
lack of business in the midst of the
Great Depression. Mrs. C. Murray is
next recorded as occupying the
Merchants Bank building, operating
the Beacon Tea Room. Her business
was purchased and expanded by Mrs.
A. Critchley, who operated the
business as the “Quick Lunch Café”.
On November 18, 1942, it was
announced in the Review that Mr and
Mrs G. T. Sims were opening the
Sidney Café at the location. The café
was described as being “compact” but

featured a counter with comfortable
stools and a row of private booths.
The Sims ran the café for only a few
years, later selling it to Joseph and
Minnie Montaine, who changed the
name to the Beacon Café. In October
1946 the café changed hands again,
this time to Eddie and Mary Eng.
Eddie had been the head fry cook at
the Empress Hotel and had 20 years
experience cooking. “A speciality of
choice steaks and chicken cooked to
your order” they advertised. While
catering fine food to the locals of
Sidney, Eddie and Mary raised their
four children in the second storey of
the café, children who later assisted
their parents in running the café when
they were old enough.
After operating the café for 25 years,
the Eng’s sold the business to Bill
Louie, who renamed it the Silver
Dragon in November 1971. Five
years later, in November 1976, the
property was sold and the building
demolished, replaced with the
modern single storey building which
is now home to one of our favourite
local restaurant’s, the Third Street
Café.
For more information on this subject
and others, please contact the Sidney
Archive at 250-656-1322 or
archives@sidneymuseum.ca.
Brad R. Morrison,
Sidney Archives Manager

Long-Term Employee Service Recognition
Every year at the first Council meeting in December, Town Council acknowledges those long-term employees whose
dedication and commitment continues to make the Town of Sidney an employer of choice. This past December we were
very proud to honour the following employees for their many years of service:
Ellen Paul
Cheryl Wingerter
Doug Lewis
Jim Marshall
Dale Tweedhope

10 years of service
20 years of service
25 years of service
25 years of service
25 years of service

Police Clerk - RCMP
Administrative Assistant - Public Works
Head Gardener - Parks Department
Senior Building Official - Development Services
Crew Chief - Public Works
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Volunteer Profile: Brad R. Morrison Sidney’s Archives Manager
A descendant of several Saanich
Peninsula pioneering families, Brad
Morrison has developed a deep
appreciation of the history of the local
area. Brad was born in Victoria and
received
his
education
there,
graduating from Mt. Douglas Senior
Secondary School.
Joining the
Reserve (11) Military Police Platoon
in 1979, he was posted to CFB
Gagetown, N.B., and CFB Esquimalt
for extended periods. After that, Brad
worked for a time with his father and
later was self-employed doing reupholstery.
During this time he
began working with an industrial
auction firm and quickly became its
“Set-up Manager” preparing major
auctions.
Most notably was the
liquidation of Island Copper, at the
time the largest open pit mine in the
world. He retired in 2001 to continue
his research in Saanich Peninsula
history.
The author of over two hundred
historical
articles,
biographical
sketches and monographs on different
aspects of Saanich Peninsula history,

Brad has also written books on the
history of Heritage Acres (The
Saanich Historical Artifacts Society)
and a private biography of Richard
(Dick) B. Wilson, Mayor of Victoria
from 1961-1965. He has contributed
articles to the Canadian Dictionary of
Biography, the Times-Colonist and a
number of local newspapers, and is
presently working on several other
historical books.
He is an
experienced book collector and his
library contains many important
British Columbia historical texts and
maps, as well as a definitive and
unique range of early Canadian pulp
fiction.

promoting the Archives and Museum
at various local events, perhaps most
notably the Sidney Street Market.

Brad joined the Sidney Archives as a
volunteer in 2008 and has been the
Archives Manager since April 2010.
Since then, he has reorganized the
Archives collection, welcomed new
volunteers and shared his expertise
with them and the public. He also
edited “The Inkspot: Final Edition”
for the North Saanich School
Reunion. Brad can often be seen in
19th Century period costume,

Please Test Your Smoke Alarm
The Sidney Volunteer Fire Department is launching a new
campaign for 2013, “Please Test Your Alarm”. The aim
of this campaign is to promote the importance of smoke
alarm maintenance and to make testing your alarm part of
your monthly routine.
Contained within this issue of
Town Talk is a sheet of 12
stickers (see inside envelope).
Eleven of the stickers are to
remind you to “please test
your alarm” and one is to
remind you to “please change
your battery”. All you have
to do is place one sticker on
one day of your monthly
calendar to remind you to test

your alarm, and the “please change your battery” sticker is
to be placed on the last month of your calendar to remind
you to change your battery.
Our goal is to make sure that every resident in the Town
has a working smoke alarm. The Sidney Volunteer Fire
Department will even come to your home and test your
smoke alarm to ensure it is in working order. They will
also replace the batteries and the smoke alarm if required.
Simply call 250-656-2121 for an appointment.

Citizens on Patrol
Volunteers needed!
Please call Bill at 250-656-9293
or Joanne at 250-655-2927
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Nominate a local volunteer for an award!

Winter / Spring Schedule
January - the Centre will be closed for maintenance.
February 1 to 28 - Local arts club Saanich Peninsula Arts
and Crafts (SPAC) will host a series of workshops and
classes for members.
March 6 to 24 - “Small Expressions” - Artists in painting,
collage, photography, fibre, pottery, metal and wood are
invited to enter this show. Work must fit a 12” by 12”
space. Entry forms with more information are available at
the Centre.
April to June - following “Small Expressions” there will be
exhibitions by individual artists.
The Centre not only showcases artists but also has a
Resource Centre with news of upcoming shows, events and
information for all artists to keep informed, and it has
become a place to visit in Sidney. The Arts Council is
pleased to report that in 2012 over 12,100 people visited the
Centre.
Artists are invited to book the Centre for personal shows.
Some openings are now available: March 25 to 31, April 22
to May 5, and May 21 to 25. Call 250-656-7400 or visit the
Centre for more information. Rental is $50 per day or $150
per week. Join the Arts Council for news of events and to
support and be part of a vibrant arts community on the
Saanich Peninsula!

Beacon Community Services (BCS) and the Peninsula
News Review (PNR) are teaming up to offer Hearts of
the Community Volunteer Awards for exemplary
volunteer or community service on the Saanich
Peninsula. Award nominations are now being accepted
for individuals and groups. Nomination forms are
available online at www.beaconcs.ca or from the PNR,
the SHOAL Centre, BCS Third Street office, or BCS
thrift shops. Nominations must be submitted by 4:00
p.m. January 30. All nominees and award winners will
be honoured at a February 21 ceremony and luncheon
(open to the community; free tickets are available at the
above locations). For more information, please call
250-658-7243 or visit www.beaconcs.ca.

Via Choralis Chamber Choir
“Northern Reflections”
Music from Scandinavia and Canada makes
up the program February 3 when Via Choralis,
the classical chamber choir of the Saanich
Peninsula, performs in Sidney.
With special guests Hexaphone,
Victoria’s six-member a capella vocal ensemble.
Sunday, February 3, 2013
3:00 p.m.
St. Elizabeth’s Catholic Church
10030 Third Street, Sidney BC
Tickets: $15 for adults/ $8 for students
Available at Tanner’s Books and at the door.
www.viachoralis.ca
E-mail: info.viachoralis@shaw.ca

Town Talk Newsletter
Did you know that you can access Town Talk newsletters on
our website? Simply go to www.sidney.ca and click on the
link to “News & Notices” under “Quick Links” on the right
hand side of the page. From here you can then click on the
link to “Town Talk Newsletters” to view all Town Talk
publications since 2006. If you are interested in reading
older publications of Town Talk, please contact the
Administration Department at 250-656-1139 or visit the
Sidney Museum Archives at the rear of Town Hall anytime
between 10:00 a.m. and 3:00 p.m., Monday to Saturday.

Saanich Marine Rescue Society
Supporting society for:
Royal Canadian Marine - Search & Rescue
STATION 36 - SAANICH
(Formerly - Canadian Coast Guard Auxiliary)
Saving Lives on the Water Since 1979
See our website at www.marinerescue.org
Volunteer enquiries welcome contact recruiting@marinerescue.org
Providing over 25,000 hours of
volunteer time annually

