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Sidney’s Summer
We have been very active in the Town in the past few months with new projects, policy development and special events.
The Town has been fortunate to be able to partner with SunHighways to enable us to install 5 electric vehicle charging stations.
Scientific projections indicate that the use of this clean energy for personal, commercial and governmental purposes will be a
significant part of our future. The Town’s role in encouraging this step to reduce emissions is important, and one I can support.
We are and have dealt with four traffic concerns. Canora Road has been a problem to upgrade the sidewalk and the road itself
because the road for some reason was included in the North Saanich boundary. Our Council is completing an agreement with North
Saanich to move the boundary to the centre of the road. This will enable the Town to plan and implement road and sidewalk
improvements on the Sidney side. Also, two dangerous pedestrian crossings are being improved. First, the corner of Amelia and
McDonald Park is being redesigned to address student safety. The second was brought to our attention by a student (a Brownie) who
addressed Council about the Bevan and Third Street crossing adjacent to the Scout Hall –and the Town will address her concerns. In
addition, we are very pleased to see the completion of the Ocean Avenue/Lochside roundabout ahead of time and below budget ---a
fine south gateway to entering the Town.
We are also working on improving signage within Sidney to better support our business community. One of the projects we’re
currently involved in is the establishment of better way finding (i.e. directional) signage. These are signs that are located on public
property that attract and assist visitors in finding businesses and attractions within our community. The second signage project that
is currently underway is a comprehensive review of the Town’s Sign Bylaw. This important bylaw addresses signage on private
property (primarily businesses) and is being reviewed in order to better reflect the needs of the business community and aesthetic
vision of our Town. The Town is currently undertaking key stakeholder consultation in regards to this project. As well, the Town is
working towards refurbishment of the downtown with new outdoor furniture. These projects will make our community and
downtown easier to maneuver and provide comfortable and attractive public spaces for visitors and residents alike.
In the area of policy, the Town has been active. I am very proud to report that the Town has won a prestigious award for its new
Zoning Bylaw. The Canadian Institute of Planners and the Planning Institute of BC selected our new Bylaw as an outstanding and
inventive approach to making the document accessible and understandable to the public, as well as providing some innovative steps
to making the Town sustainable. I am also pleased that Council recently approved the Town’s first Communications policy and
plan. It is Council’s goal to do all that we can to communicate with residents to hear their concerns and their feedback on possible
Council decisions. In addition, Council recently updated its Procedural Bylaw, and this Fall will be looking into ways it can use
media as part of Council deliberations.
I always see Sidney Days as the time we all celebrate our Town and our Country. This year’s Sidney Days event was very special to
us because of the visit of the Lieutenant Governour, Her Honour Judith Guichon, at our Sunday night opening event. My wife and I
enjoyed accompanying her on a walk-about in our beautiful waterfront Beacon Park. She spent an hour speaking to residents and
enjoying the happy spirit of the Town.
The Thursday Night Street Market is also a reflection of the character of our Town. I am pleased with this year’s organization and
restructuring. The crowds are clearly enjoying the experience.
Thanks to the Market organizer and volunteers and to all those who made this year such a success. In fact, we need to thank all of
our many volunteers, particularly those of the Peninsula Celebrations Society who provide us with Sidney Days and other activities.
This Fall, look for these coming events: a literary festival, the ArtSea Festival, and Sidney Fine Art Show in October, and the
Sidney Sparkles Parade in late November.
Sidney has an enviable reputation throughout Canada. It is a pleasure to be your representative. Whenever holidaying or attending
meetings on behalf of the Town, I hear nothing but praise for our community. Enjoy the rest of our summer.

Mayor Larry Cross
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Sidney Residents to Separate Kitchen Organics
As a result of the Capital Regional District’s (CRD) future ban in 2015 on
accepting combined garbage (regular waste and kitchen organics) at the
Hartland Landfill, commencing on January 1, 2014 the Town of Sidney,
along with other regional municipalities, will be implementing a kitchen
organics collection program alongside its regular garbage pick-up service.
The collection of kitchen organics will occur on a weekly basis on the
same day and at the same time as the regular garbage pick-up. Properties
currently receiving garbage pick-up through the Town, will receive kitchen
organics pick-up and will be provided with an “under-sink” kitchen caddy
and a wheeled container for putting out at the curbside on collection day. These items will be delivered to
each such property, along with an informational starter kit, before the start of the program on January 1, 2014.
All single family and duplex units in Sidney pay for garbage, kitchen organics (beginning 2014), and yard
waste pick-up on their quarterly utility bill. Multi-family and Commercial premises have the choice to opt-out
of the Town’s garbage and kitchen organics pick-up service, and schedule their own private contractor to
undertake this required separated pick-up. Properties that currently have private contractors for garbage pickup will need to arrange their own additional services for kitchen organics pick-up.
In the month ahead, the Town expects to finalize and execute a new contract agreement for the contracted
weekly collection of garbage and kitchen organics. The separate current monthly collection of compostable
yard waste will also continue for those that receive it, though potentially the program could be modified in
future, depending on the needs and desires of the community. The Town and its contractor, together with
assistance from the CRD, will also be initiating a community awareness and education program for residents,
to ensure that the implementation of the new collection program is made as seamless as possible. More
information will be made available in the next edition of Town Talk, as well as at the Engineering Department
counter at Town Hall, and online at the Town’s website.

Town of Sidney 2014 Calendar
Sister Cities Calendar Committee
Left to right: Cathy Aitken, Margaret
Boyd, Wendy Taylor, Bob McLure,
Trudie Carrier, Councillor Marilyn
Loveless
Missing: Brenda Whittingham, Lesley
Nicholls, Wendy Franklin, Odette
LaRoche
Photo credit: Brenda Whittingham

A happy group showing relief that their 2014 Sidney Calendar plans are well under way, already at production
stage. Members of the Sidney Sister Cities Association (SSCA) Calendar Committee have produced their third
calendar with ongoing support from the Town. All photographs used in the calendar were submitted by local
photographers, featuring only photos of Sidney. The SSCA received a record number of pictures, including 63
from students at Parkland Secondary School. The 2014 Sidney-by-the-Sea Calendar went on sale July 1 at
Tanner’s Books and other Sidney outlets.
Keep an eye on the SSCA’s new website,
www.sidneysistercitiesassociation.com for new information.
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Free Energy Assessments for Small Businesses
The Town is pleased to partner with City Green Solutions to offer free Energy Assessments to Sidney’s small
businesses. This free service is available through the Province of BC’s LiveSmart BC: Small Business
Program which assists business owners in saving money by reducing their energy consumption with energyefficiency advice, equipment and incentives. The Town is pleased to support this initiative and is committed to
encouraging the reduction of Greenhouse Gas Emissions in the community as part of our Climate Action Plan.
Take advantage of this offer and book a Free Business Energy Assessment with City Green Solutions.
 Access financial incentives for lighting, water and space heating and kitchen equipment
 Learn about the low and no cost options to save money on energy bills
 Receive a LiveSmart BC recognition package to promote your energy saving achievements
Contact City Green today: Kobi Thomson (Kobi.thomson@citygreen.ca), City Green Business
Energy Advisor, 250-381-9995 (ext. 117).
This program is available to you through a partnership between the Capital Regional District, City Green Solutions, and the
Province of BC.

2012 Financial Results
The Town’s 2012 financial results reflect a continued commitment to sound financial management. Operating
results were roughly in line with budgeted expectations, the Town’s investment in capital assets increased, and
reserves grew by just over $366,000, to $5.7M (Figure 1). The Town remains committed to renewing its
infrastructure.
The Town also maintains relatively low levels of
debt, at $3.7M. It is important to note
municipalities are only allowed to incur debt for
capital purposes, and must maintain an operating
surplus; the Town’s consolidated surplus stands at
just under $3.5 million as at the end of 2012.

Figure 1 – Reserves

For more details on the Town’s financial results for
2012, please refer to the financial section of the
Annual Report on the home page of the Town’s
website.

Best Sidney/Canada Days Ever!
The Town would like to thank everyone involved in
making our recent Sidney/Canada Days celebrations the
best ever! Special thanks to all of the groups and
organizations involved in this annual event for their
dedication and commitment, and for ensuring it gets
better and better every year. It takes a tremendous
amount of volunteer time and effort to pull together
these many festivities, accommodating so many people,
over a two day period. We can all be very proud of the
community spirit in Sidney and on the Peninsula.

Thank you everyone!!!
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From the Archives ~ The Berquist Block
For two decades, Sidney’s main
meeting place and entertainment
venue was located in a twostorey building at the south-east
corner of Fourth Street and
Beacon Avenue, known to locals
as “The Berquist Block”. During
the 1910’s and 20’s its second
floor was the place to be for
entertainment, dances, meetings,
and the wildly popular moving
pictures, or “movies”, as they
came to be called.

Looking west down Beacon Avenue,
with Berquist Hall on the left (c1914).
Photo courtesy of Sidney Archives.

Originally constructed around
1908 by J. Stanley Brethour
(Builder and Contractor) for Andrew G. Berquist as a sash and door manufactory, it was soon developed into a
two-storey multi-business block by 1912. The street level of the building consisted of several storefronts,
while the second floor was used as a local gathering place, and was referred to as “Berquist Hall”.
Some of the earliest businesses to operate out of the block were “The Beehive,” T. Pearson, Proprietor., who
offered patent medicines and soft drinks for sale; the Sidney Pool Room, run by F. W. Bowcott; the local
butcher shop, operated by A. W. Harvey and Edwin Blackburn; and The Sidney News Review. Much of
Sidney’s early social life unfolded within the confines of the second floor of the building. Organisations held
general meetings, political conferences, dinners, dances, and card parties. One of the major draws and uses of
the Hall was the presentation of moving picture shows, shown “every Tuesday and Friday Night at 7:30 p.m.
sharp - Adults 25¢; Children 10¢”.
During the morning of January 12th, 1928 a fierce blaze consumed the building, leaving little more than a few
smoking timbers behind. The flames were reported to have been seen for miles. Within a month after the fire,
a new single-storey building was under construction, where it remains to this day. The building is currently
home to Cottons and Blues Clothing, Bowlin One Hour Photo, and Hyper Sport Activewear.
For more information on this subject and others, please contact the Sidney Archives at 250-655-5445 or
archives@sidneymuseum.ca.
Brad R. Morrison
Sidney Archives Manager

Town Adopts Solar Hot Water Ready Regulations
The Town has adopted the BC Building Code Solar Hot Water Regulations (SHWR) to require that new single
family homes be built to structurally accommodate the installation of solar hot water, either at the time of
construction, or at a later date. The Town joins 47 other communities in adopting the SHWR regulations,
which enables local governments to increase options for single family residents to conserve energy, and
become more energy efficient, while saving money on energy costs. The SHWR regulation also provides an
opportunity for municipalities to show leadership in taking action against climate change at a local level. The
SHWR regulations became effective June 21, 2013. For more information, check the Town’s website.
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Peninsula Singers
Conductor Glenda Korella and some of the Peninsula
Singers recently invited Mayor Larry Cross to ride on
the “Sidney-Lochside Trolley”. The Singers were
celebrating another successful concert series titled “A
Night at the Movies,” held at the Mary Winspear
Centre. The trolley, constructed by tenor John Sutton,
was used in “The Trolley Song” (from the movie
“Meet Me in St. Louis”). Says Mayor Cross, “A Night
at the Movies was by far one of the most enjoyable
experiences I have had with live theatre. Residents of
Sidney and the Peninsula are so very fortunate to have
such a high calibre of live entertainment within our
community.” For details on upcoming shows, go to
www.peninsulasingers.ca or call 250-656-0275.
Photo credit: Devon MacKenzie, Peninsula News Review

Happy Retirement Peter
… and Welcome Brian!
The Town would like to
wish
Peter
Harrison,
Manager of Operations, a
happy
and
healthy
retirement. Pete worked for
the Town for 33 amazing
years and was a key member
of our Public Works team.
Thanks for your hard work
and dedication Pete!

The Town would also
like to welcome Brian
Robinson as the new
Manager
of
Public
Works and Parks. Many
people will recognize or
know Brian from his
many years as Works
Superintendent for the
District
of
North
Saanich.
Welcome
aboard Brian!

Art and Literary Events coming to Sidney in October
October is going to be a very busy month for art and
literary events in Sidney! From October 4 - 6 the
Sidney Literary Festival will host 14 award-winning
local authors whose genres cover mystery, war,
children’s literature, poetry, short story whimsy, and
local life. The Festival will be held in various
locations around Town, with a gala event being
planned for Saturday, October 5.
Go to
www.sidneyliteraryfestival.com for details.
Next is the ArtSea Festival, which kicks off with the
opening of the Sidney Fine Art Show from October
18 - 20 at the Mary Winspear Centre. This worldclass juried art show, now in its eleventh year, is an
extremely popular event and is an important
economic driver for our artistic community. Go to
www.sidneyfineartshow.ca for details.

The ArtSea Festival then winds down on October 27
with the Fall Studio Tour. Within this 10 days of
arts celebration there is music, artist demonstrations,
exhibits, and performances in Sidney and throughout
the Peninsula. Last year over 40 businesses and 60
artists participated in the ArtSea Festival, exclusive
of the many other talented artists who make up the
Sidney Fine Art Show and the Fall Studio Tour. It is
a unique festival which pairs businesses and artists
and celebrates the community they mutually enrich.
If you are an artist or business who would like to be
involved in the 2013 ArtSea Festival, please e-mail
Frankie
Allen,
ArtSea
Coordinator,
at
admin@cacsp.com or call 250-656-7400. Further
information can be found at www.cacsp.com.
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Community Arts Council
of the Saanich Peninsula
Now until August 28: Summer Artisans Show
Arts and Crafts by Island Artisans
Daily from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

Saanich Marine Rescue Society

are presenting, as a fundraiser, a talk on
“How Birds Do It” by Dr. David M. Bird,
author of “Birds of Canada”.

Supporting society for:
Royal Canadian Marine - Search & Rescue
STATION 36 - SAANICH
(Formerly - Canadian Coast Guard Auxiliary)
Saving Lives on the Water Since 1979
See our website at www.marinerescue.org
Volunteer enquiries welcome contact recruiting@marinerescue.org
Providing over 25,000 hours of
volunteer time annually

This talk will be held at the SHOAL Centre
on Saturday, September 21, 2013 at 1:00 p.m.

2012 Annual Report

www.cacsp.com
9565 Fifth Street - 250-656-7400

Friends of the Sidney/North Saanich Library

Cost is $10 and will include light refreshments.
For tickets contact the Library at 250-656-0944.

Peninsula Attractions Shuttle
The Peninsula Attractions Shuttle is a FREE hop-on,
hop-off shuttle service running from June 29 to
September 3. The Shuttle picks up passengers at
Swartz Bay Ferry Terminal and Sidney International
Ferry Terminal on selected schedules and connects to
many of the attractions on the peninsula. Take a tour of
Butchart Gardens, Victoria Butterfly Gardens, Church
& State Winery, Sea Cider Farm & Ciderhouse, and the
Shaw Ocean Discovery Centre. Schedule information
can be found at www.peninsulashuttle.ca/schedule.html
or call 250-386-8652 (or Toll Free in North America at
1-877-578-5552).

Torque Masters Car Show
Sunday, August 25, 2013
in Downtown Sidney

The Town’s 2012 Annual Report is available on
the Town’s website or for purchase at Town Hall.
Council encourages residents to take a look at the
report as it is a great resource to gain an
understanding of the Town’s financial position and
get an overview of the Town’s operations.

British Columbia Aviation Museum
invites you to our Open House on
Saturday, July 27, 2013
from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

Celebrating our 25th Anniversary!
So come and join in the celebration,
the theme this year is “Bygone Biplanes”.
Lots of exhibits… food and refreshments…
activities for children… gift shop…
local sightseeing flights… and much, much more.
A fun day for the whole family!
Admission by donation.
1910 Norseman Road
Phone: 250-655-3300 for more information

Citizens on Patrol
Volunteers needed!
Watch for details at
www.torquemasters.ca!

Please call Bill at 250-656-9293
or Joanne at 250-655-2927

