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Citizens on Patrol 

Volunteers needed! 
 

Please call Bill at 250-656-9293 

or Joanne at 250-655-2927 

Mayor’s Message 

T own staff wishes to remind residents that accumulated fallen leaves can block roadway catch 

basin inlets and cause flooding issues.  These same issues can occur on private property by 

blocking any drain inlets and roof gutter outlets.  If you see any blocked catch basins on Town 

roads, please bring this to the attention of Public Works at 250-656-4502 for action. 

The start of  Fall has been both busy and interesting for the Town of Sidney. In September, I attended the 

annual Union of British Columbia Municipalities Convention, along with fellow Councillors Steve Price and 

Melissa Hailey. I always find this particular convention valuable and an excellent opportunity to network with 

elected officials from around the province. It also provides an exceptional forum to discuss issues of mutual 

concern and to work towards developing solutions. Some of the key issues raised at UBCM included 

strengthening Municipal government’s financial system and election reform.  

 

For Sidney, the issue on the forefront which brought us quite a bit of publicity was Resolution B11 – 

Regulations for Motorized Mobility Aids. Although the UBCM membership overturned the resolution, our 

Council still feels this is an issue relevant to Sidney and that we have an obligation to uphold our commitment 

to addressing this safety issue. We have also heard from many local residents who share this concern. As a 

result, we will be looking at options to work at a local level to promote the safe operation of mobility scooters 

and to ensure Sidney streets and sidewalks are safe.  

 

On October 24, Council will take part in our annual strategic planning session. These sessions are critical as 

they help identify the Town’s goals and strategies for 2014 and into 2015. The recently completed Ipsos Reid 

Syndicated Citizen Satisfaction Survey provides us with a tool to measure our progress and assists us in the 

decision making process during the strategic planning session. I know I speak for all of Council when I say we 

are both pleased and inspired by results of the survey which indicate Sidney residents are very happy with the 

level of service that is being provided to them. An overwhelming 99% of residents feel their quality of life in 

Sidney is either very good or good. In fact, the Town consistently scored higher than the average community 

within BC. This is something we can all be proud of. We really do live in an exceptional part of the country 

and I feel both honoured and committed to ensuring Sidney remains that way.  But I want to acknowledge 

those who make it what it is, particularly our many volunteers in so many organizations… Peninsula 

Celebrations, Sister Cities, Arts Council, and many others.  And a special thanks to our Parks staff who help to 

make our town so beautiful throughout the year. 

Mayor Larry Cross 

Daylight Saving Time 

Ends November 3 
 

Don’t forget to set your clocks  

back one hour. 
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Introducing “MySidney” and “Pay Online” 
The Town is excited to introduce two new, secure online-services to homeowners and businesses.  

 

“MySidney” - This is a new, secure, all-in-one online service that provides homeowners and businesses access 

to information about their Town accounts 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.  It’s easy to register and all 

information is protected by private access codes.  Simply go to the Town’s website (www.sidney.ca), click on 

“MySidney” under “Quick Links”, and follow the online instructions under “Register Now”.  To register each 

account, you will need a copy of that account’s bill. 

 

Why use MySidney? 

 View your current and past bills; 

 View your account payment history; 

 Keep track of your water consumption history and conservation efforts; and, 

 It’s your all-in-one location for property taxes, permits, utility, dog, and business licence accounts. 

 

“Pay Online” - Online payments can now be made using your VISA or MasterCard. Business Licences, Dog 

Licences, Utility Bills, and Event Permits can now be paid using this service.  Simply go to the Town’s 

website and click on “Pay Online” under “Quick Links”.  Next, search for your account and pay the 

outstanding amount.  If you have a MySidney account, you can also click on the payment button while 

reviewing your accounts to pay outstanding amounts. 

 

For more information regarding either of these new services, please contact us at mysidney@sidney.ca or call 

250-656-1184. 

The Town would like to acknowledge and thank the Alpine Group and in 

particular Les Warr for providing our garbage collection service for many, 

many years.  We are certain that locals will miss Les’ happy demeanour and 

reliable service (he was absent from work due to illness only twice since 1991!).  

His dedication to the community was commendable, and he always went above 

and beyond without hesitation.  You might still see Les at Western Speedway, 

where he volunteers in his spare time. 

 

Details about the Town’s new garbage/kitchen scraps collection service can be 

found on the insert within this edition of Town Talk. 

Thank you Les!! 

Christmas Day  

Garbage Collect ion  
 

Please note that  there wil l  be no garbage 

pick -up on Christmas Day.  If  your  

regular  scheduled  pick -up fal ls  on  

Wednesday,  December 25,  please  be 

advised that  your garbage wil l  be picked  

up on Saturday,  December 28.  

Attention Dog Owners 
 

Please note that the Town’s Animal Control Bylaw 

No. 1965 requires that all dogs must be kept under 

control and on a leash when in public areas or Sidney 

parks.  For the safety of residents and other pets, and 

for the peace and enjoyment of our neighbourhoods 

and parks, please be in control of your dog at all times 

and always remember to pick up after your pets. 
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Sharrows on Beacon and Fifth 
As part of the ongoing review of the traffic movements and revitalization within the downtown area, the Town 

is continuing to look at options that are available. Council has approved one of the recommendations from the 

traffic study received earlier this year to better identify the rights of cyclists with regards to shared road space. 

 

Pavement marking “sharrows” and advisory signage have been recently installed along portions of Beacon 

Avenue and Fifth Street to promote this awareness.  A sharrow marking is an indication that motorists should 

expect to see and share the road with bicycles. Motorists are reminded to give cyclists one meter of space when 

passing and to only pass when safe to do so.  In narrow travel lanes, a cyclist is permitted to occupy the lane in 

such a way to integrate into the flow of traffic and to give themselves a safe distance from parked cars along 

the roadside.   

 

Since the development of the Lochside Regional Trail a decade ago, Sidney has become a preferred destination 

for many of the regions recreational cycling enthusiasts, and as more and more people look for green and 

healthy alternative modes of transportation, we can expect to see an increase in cyclists throughout the region.  

Civic Engagement Opportunities 
Civic responsibility means active participation in the 

public life of a community in an informed, 

committed and constructive manner, with a focus on 

the common good.  In fact the very definition of 

“citizenship” evolved from the ancient Greeks and 

the establishment of the “polis” or city state whereby 

in order to be an actual citizen, one was required to 

actively participate in political decision making.  In 

other words, with citizenship came an equal level of 

responsibility. 

 

Municipal government, in many respects, should 

strive for the same level of civic responsibility from 

its constituents, and in doing, provide equal 

opportunities for public engagement and interaction 

with its elected officials.  Well, did you know that 

one of the best ways to present your views directly to 

Sidney’s Mayor and Council is to attend a Council 

meeting (typically the second and fourth Monday of 

every month) and address them during Public 

Participation Period? At the beginning of each 

Council meeting, 20 minutes is allocated for Public 

Participation Period.  Issues must relate to municipal 

matters or community concerns.  Individuals may 

speak to an agenda item or pose a question to 

Council.  Presentations shall be brief and to the 

point, with a time of approximately 3 minutes being 

allowed for each speaker. 
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From the Archives ~ The Saanich Cannery 

Looking at the shoreline of Sidney, one could be 

forgiven for thinking that it was always as 

peaceful and tranquil as it is today. From the 

early 1890s to the 1960s, it was quite different; 

industrial businesses such as the Sidney Sawmill, 

the Saanich Canning Company, and the Sidney 

Rubber Roofing Company dotted Sidney’s now-

tranquil waterfront. 

 

The most visible and active business at the foot 

of Beacon Avenue on Sidney’s waterfront was 

the Saanich Cannery. The Cannery had an 

interesting beginning. James J. White, who acted 

as the customs agent for the area at the time, related that he was ordered by the Victoria office to keep watch 

on the cross-border trade with the San Juan Islands. This informal trade had long been carried out by the Coast 

Salish People, who brought goods across the border to exchange for clams.  Taking the advice from one Coast 

Salish man on how to solve the problem, White looked into opening a local cannery for these clams. 

In 1905, after inquiring about the feasibility of a cannery, White made room in the back of his merchandise 

store at the foot of Beacon Avenue and began experimenting with various methods to produce a quality 

product.  This makeshift cannery became known for its canned clams packed in their own juice.  White started 

out producing 15 cases (720 cans) daily, with each tin being sealed by hand with solder and labeled with a map 

of North Saanich.  A total of 3500 cases were produced in the cannery’s first year.  With this success, White 

expanded to the premises on the waterfront and merged with the Sidney Trading Company, in partnership with 

C.C. Cochran.   

 

There was no shortage of clams, the bulk of which were obtained from the Coast Salish People.  After the 

clams were removed, the shells were crushed and sold for chicken scratch or for use in road building.  During 

the off-season, the company canned various different types of fruit products including apples, pears, plums, 

and prunes.  They also became well known for their canned strawberries and loganberries, which were very 

popular. 

 

The Saanich Cannery was sold to B. C. Packers in 1939, after record profits in the preceding years.  Following 

another sale shortly later to Canadian Canners, the cannery was closed for good in 1942.   The larger buildings 

were dismantled in the mid-1950s, and the remaining ones were leased by Sidney Seaweed Products.  The 

remaining buildings were later dismantled in 1966, and the property became part of the Sidney Hotel parking 

lot. 

 

For more information on this subject and others, please contact the Sidney Archives at 250-655-5445 or 

archives@sidneymuseum.ca. 

Brad R. Morrison, 

Sidney Archives Manager 

I n the event of a snowfall this winter, the Town of Sidney Bylaw No. 1966 requires 

businesses, individual property owners, strata councils, and tenants under contract to the 

owner, to clear snow and ice from the sidewalk in front of their property.  The Town will keep 

major arterial and collector streets open and clear snow from as many downtown streets as 

possible.  In addition, snow and ice are cleared from the sidewalks at intersections and bus stops. 
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December Council Meetings and Office Hours 
Please note the schedule of Council meetings for the 

month of December is as follows: 

 

 December 2 - Special Council meeting 

 December 9 - Committee of the Whole meeting 

 December 16 - Council meeting 

 

Office hours for Town Hall over the upcoming 

holiday season are as follows: 

 Monday, December 23 - 8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

 Tuesday, December 24 - 8:30 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 

 Wednesday, December 25 - CLOSED 

 Thursday, December 26 - CLOSED 

 Friday, December 27 - CLOSED 

 Monday, December 30 - CLOSED 

 Tuesday, December 31 - CLOSED 

 Wednesday, January 1 - CLOSED 

 Thursday, January 2 - 8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

The Town will be amending its Animal Control Bylaw No. 1965 prohibiting the intentional feeding of 

wildlife.  This includes raccoons, deer, seagulls, Canada geese, swans, ducks, Rock doves (pigeons), crows, 

and feral rabbits.  A number of our neighbouring communities are taking a similar approach due to a variety of 

concerns brought forward from the general public.  Some of the concerns related to the feeding of wildlife 

relate to: 

 Affects on the overall health of the animal; 

 The attraction of other pests which can be a risk to human health; 

 The potential risk for the animals to become aggressive towards humans; and 

 The animal becoming a nuisance on private lands and public spaces. 

 

The public also needs to be conscious of the fact that animal fecal matter damages property, makes walkways 

unsafe to walk on, and dirties the many benches and public art throughout the Town.  The Town appreciates 

everyone’s cooperation in this matter. 

Please Don’t Feed the Wildlife 

2014 Citizen Appointments - Committees & Commissions 

The Town is accepting applications from residents wishing to serve on the following: 

 

 Advisory Planning Commission 

 Saanich Peninsula Water Commission & Wastewater Committee 

 Victoria Airport Authority - Noise Management Committee 

 

Appointments are for 1 or 2 year terms and are effective January 2014.  Interested citizens are requested to 

complete an application form for submission prior to 4:00 p.m., Monday, November 4, 2013 and send it to 

the Town of Sidney, 2440 Sidney Avenue, Sidney BC, V8L 1Y7, fax 250-656-7056, or e-mail 

administration@sidney.ca.  Application forms can be obtained at Town Hall or on the Town’s website. 

2014 Grant in Aid Applications 
Grant in aid applications are to be received at Town Hall by the close of business on the last working day in 

January (Friday, January 31, 2014).  Grants are for one year only and are for the year of application only.  

Grants are generally intended for “not for profit” organizations who provide benefit to the citizens of Sidney.  

Application forms can be found on the Town’s website or can be picked up at the Finance Department in 

Town Hall. 



Upcoming Events & Attractions in Sidney 
www.sidney.ca/Events_Calendar 

 

* Events in RED will be held at the Mary Winspear Centre, 2243 Beacon Avenue. 

* Events in GREEN will be held at St. Elizabeth’s Catholic Church, 10030 Third Street. 

* Events in BLUE will be held at the Sidney Museum & Archives, 2423 Beacon Ave (open daily 10 - 4). 

* All other events will be held at the location noted. 
 

October 
 

October 1 to 31 - Artistic Licence/Cross Pollination exhibit by Deep Cove Weavers, Spinners & Friends 

 

October 19 to December 23 - Christmas Artisans Show at the Community Arts Centre of the Saanich 

Peninsula, Tulista Park Arts Centre (open daily 10 - 4) 

 

October 26 at 4:00 p.m. - “Pumpkins on the Pier” charity fundraising event at Beacon Park 

 

November 
 

November 1 to 15 - A Tribute to the Military (a collection of military memorabilia and photos) 

 

November 2 (10 a.m.-5 p.m.) & November 3 (10 a.m.-4 p.m.) - First Chance Christmas Craft Fair 

 

November 3 at 2:30 p.m. - Sidney Concert Band Fall Concert “A Salute to our Veterans” 

 

November 8 at 7:30 p.m. - Sidney Concert Society “Violin Virtuosity” featuring Nancy DiNovo 

 

November 10 at 2:30 p.m. - Via Choralis “North of the Arctic Circle” 

 

November 11 at 10:30 a.m. - Remembrance Day Parade down Beacon Avenue  

 

November 16 to December 31 - Teddy Bears at Play 

 

November 23 at 9:00 a.m. - Breakfast with Santa at the SHOAL Centre, 10030 Resthaven Drive 

 

November 30 at 5:00 p.m. - “Sidney Sparkles Parade & Sail Past” - parade along Beacon Avenue; sail 

past along Sidney’s waterfront immediately following the parade 

 

December / January 
 

December 6 & 7 (7:30 p.m.) and December 8 (2:00 p.m.) - Peninsula Singers “Christmas Time is Here” 

 

December 10 at 2:30 p.m. - Palm Court Light Orchestra “A Boston Pops Tribute” 

 

December 14 (10 a.m.-5 p.m.) & December 15 (10 a.m. - 4 p.m.) - Last Chance Christmas Craft Fair 

 

December 20 & 21 (7:30 p.m.), December 22 (2:00 p.m.), December 27 (7:30 p.m.), December 28 & 29 

(2:00 p.m.) - Peninsula Players “King Arthur & the Knights of the Round-ish Table” 
 

January 1 at noon - “New Year’s Day Polar Bear Swim” - Lochside Drive shoreline near Tulista Park 

 

January 2 to March 31 - The Lego Exhibit “A Tribute to the Sidney Volunteer Fire Department” 


