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Mayor’s Downtown Revitalization Task Force 
As a result of recent consultations with the Sidney 

Business Improvement Area (SBIA), I am very 

pleased to have been able to announce the formation 

of the “Mayor’s Downtown Revitalization Task 

Force”. This is a natural next step in the process of 

community development which this Council has 

focused on. 

 

The purpose of the Task Force will be to develop a 

plan that identifies short and long-term opportunities 

and challenges to Sidney’s business district. It will 

recommend a series of achievable actions and 

strategies.  

 

Throughout the process we will be seeking input and 

advice from all stakeholders. Along the way, any 

relatively easy steps identified will be dealt with 

immediately. This will be a planning and action 

process all in one. A final plan and recommendations 

for Council’s consideration will be presented in 

September / October. 

 

The Task Force will consist of the Mayor and one 

other member of Council, downtown property owners, 

business owners, community leaders, residents and 

the not-for-profit sector. I am also very pleased that 

the SBIA has provided their full support for this 

initiative. 

 

The SBIA represents all businesses in the downtown 

area.  The SBIA’s support is essential to the success 

of the Task Force. 

 

The Task Force will build on what the Town has 

already achieved in regards to downtown 

revitalization. This includes our progressive, award 

winning zoning bylaw that allows increased density 

and alternative housing forms in the downtown core; 

the Downtown / Downtown Waterfront Local Area 

Plan that provides the framework for long-term 

planning; ensuring the long-term sustainability of the 

Sidney Street Market; development and promotion of 

the Sculpture Walk; support for Sidney’s first ever 

Business Improvement Area and formation of the 

Community Development Committee which has 

already undertaken several new and innovative 

projects that have enhanced and promoted the Town’s 

arts, culture and heritage attributes.  

 

Sidney has more work to do but I feel we now have 

the tools in place to address our challenges! 

 

Mayor Larry Cross 
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2014 Municipal Election 
The Local Government Election for the offices of Mayor, Councillor and School Trustee will be held on 

Saturday, November 15, 2014.  The Town uses the Provincial List of Electors for voting purposes. To ensure 

you are on the List, please contact Elections BC (250-387-5305; electionsbc@elections.bc.ca.).  

 

Nominations   

Nomination documents for persons interested in running for the office of Mayor (1 elected), Councillor (6 

elected) or School Trustee (1 elected) will be available on Friday, August 22nd at Town Hall.  Persons qualified 

to run for office must be:  

 age 18 or older;   

 Canadian Citizen;  

 resident of BC for at least 6 months; and 

 not be disqualified by any statute or law from being nominated, elected or holding office.  

 

Nomination period begins at 9:00 a.m. on Tuesday, September 30 and closes at 4:00 p.m. on Friday, 

October 10.  Nomination documents must be filed with the Chief Election Officer at Town Hall.   

 

General Voting Day   Saturday, November 15th  

    8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. at the Mary Winspear Center (2243 Beacon Avenue) 

 

Advance Voting Days Wednesday, November 5th and Wednesday, November 12th  

    8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. at Town of Sidney Municipal Hall (2440 Sidney Avenue) 

 

Watch for advertisements in the upcoming issues of the Peninsula News Review.  If you have any questions, 

please contact the Town’s Administration Department at 250-656-1139 or e-mail at admin@sidney.ca.  

Sidney’s Bazan Bay 5km Running Race 
On March 12, 2014 the Synergy Health Management Bazan Bay 5km running race took place along Lochside 

Drive.  Now being touted as Canada’s fastest 5km road race, it attracted Canada’s most elite runners to 

Sidney’s spectacular waterfront.  Typically between 700 and 800 runners compete in this race, which offers 

flat terrain over an almost straight course that starts and finishes at Tulista Park.  This year’s men’s race was 

won by Geoff Martinson in a time of 14 minutes and 12 seconds, a new course record.  The women’s race was 

won by Erin Burrett of Nanaimo with a personal best of 16 minutes and 35 seconds. 

Geoff Martinson, far right, leads the race from the start. 
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Sidney Telephone History - Two Cans and a String 

With the vast changes in technology over the last hundred 

and fifty years, what was once a major centre of 

communication for Sidney today seems rather quaint in 

comparison with the modern proliferation of mobile 

phones, iPads and other electronic devices.  The latest 

communications technology of 100 years ago is now more 

comparable to the imaginary telephones that children play 

with by taking two cans connected with a string and 

talking through them.  No doubt many children played this 

game when the first telephone was installed in the town 

site of Sidney. 

 

It was October 30th, 1900 that the first record appears 

concerning the running of a telephone line to Sidney.  

Plans were made to run the telephone wire along the right-

of-way for the Victoria & Sidney (V & S) Railway line, 

with the possibility of eight subscribers for the service 

over a two-mile radius from Sidney.   By the spring of 

1901, the decision was made and on July 6th, the line was 

open for business.  The toll rates to Victoria were 10 cents 

per two minutes and 2 cents for each additional half-

minute or fraction thereof.  The first phone was installed 

for railway use at James J. White’s, the V & S station 

agent.  At that time the telephone company was known as 

the Victoria & Esquimalt Telephone Company. 

 

Over the next decade a larger service was found to be 

needed, and in November 1910 the BC Telephone 

Company, as it was then called, installed an exchange at 

the corner of Beacon and Fourth where Tanner’s 

Bookstore is presently located.  Mr. James McNaught was 

appointed as the first agent and the exchange had 53 

telephone subscribers in the area.  By January 1911 

another exchange was installed at Keatings with 35 

subscribers (this installation has been reported as being 

January 1910 which is incorrect; Sidney was actually the 

first exchange on the Saanich Peninsula). 

 

By the fall of 1912, the Sidney telephone exchange had 

outgrown its Beacon location, and was relocated to a new 

building just north of the corner of Beacon and Fifth on 

December 19th, 1912.  There, a 100-line switchboard was 

installed (with the capacity to double its size if required).  

The building also provided living quarters for the 

telephone agent Miss Sewell, succeeding Mr. McNaught, 

who had resigned.  This building is now home to the 

popular Fish on Fifth Restaurant and is one of the oldest 

buildings remaining in Sidney’s downtown. 

 

It was about this time that Sidney began to blossom with 

significant growth.  One indicator of this was the rapid 

increase of telephone subscribers from 59 in January 1912 

to 165 on May 1, 1922.   Growth of the service continued 

and by 1958 the exchange had grown to 1,656 subscribers. 

On the operations side, the service went from a single 

operator in 1910 to a staff of 20 in the late 1950s.  The 

Sidney service took on a new dimension in 1959, when it 

was announced that the exchange would feature a “dial 

tone” with automatic switches, which essentially 

eliminated the switch board operators. Thus when the new 

service went into effect on March 2, 1959, the now old 

telephone office was closed.  The next occupant of the 

building was the Harker family, where Mrs. Ruth Harker 

ran Bette’s Beauty Salon until the early 1970s.  Several 

other occupants and businesses have since come and gone, 

and the building is now the location of the well-known 

restaurant Fish on Fifth. 

 

For more information on this subject and others, please 

contact the Sidney Archives at 250-655-5445 or 

archives@sidneymuseum.ca. 

Brad R. Morrison 

Sidney Archives Manager 

Please note that Town Talk will no longer be 

delivered with utility bills.  Instead, Town Talk 

is being mailed using Unaddressed Admail 

while utility bills will continue to be mailed out 

individually.  Watch for your utility bill which 

should be in the mail before the end of April. 
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News from the Fire Department 
2013 Highlights 

 

Concluding 2013, the Sidney Fire Department had yet another successful year. Some of the 2013 highlights 

included Captain Joe Geary and Lieutenant Richard Ford completing their Fire Officer One course. Fire 

Officer Two was completed by Assistant Chief Mike Harman and Captain Jeff Tomlin. Lieutenant Craig 

Pelton and Fire Fighter Darrin Blinko successfully finished their NFPA 1001 Certification. The 2013 

probationary members graduating as Fire Fighters this year are Tyler Bannerman, Dick Danger, Lucas 

Mollberg, Kirk Peck, Jared Ponath, and Mathew Stotyn. 2014 welcomes 5 probationary members. Robert 

Cooke, Graeme Hembruff, Logan Hoepnner, Joey Olson, and Brian Schwab will train with the Sidney Fire 

Department over the next year. The Sidney Fire Department would like to congratulate their volunteers and 

thank the Town of Sidney for their ongoing support. 

 

Sidney Fire on Twitter 

 

The Sidney Fire Department has recently adopted Twitter as an additional means to communicate critical 

information during or regarding an emergency to a public audience. The main purpose of initiating the use of 

the social media site is to inform Sidney residents, surrounding communities, and travelers in the event of an 

emergency or potential emergency. This includes incidents such as prolonged lane closures, tsunami warnings, 

and other relevant information due to an emergency.  The Twitter account created for the Sidney Fire 

Department is @SidneyVFire. The content on the @SidneyVFire page will be messages pertaining to critical 

emergency information such as traffic interferences and natural disaster warnings. These messages will be 

from a verified source; whether that is an Officer from the Sidney Fire Department, the West Coast Alaska 

Tsunami Warning Centre, Emergency Management BC, or a recognized government agency.  A high level of 

accuracy will be imposed in all posted material to ensure the public is appropriately educated.   Joining Twitter 

is a great way for the Sidney Fire Department to keep the public informed during emergency situations 

instantaneously. Follow the department now, at @SidneyVFire. 

 

100th Year Celebration 

 

On August 2nd the Fire Department is hosting its 100th birthday. Highlights of 

the birthday celebrations include a variety of collectable and in-service fire 

trucks from all over BC and the USA. Following the parade, the streets of 

Sidney will be showcasing these trucks for the public to view and speak with 

the drivers. There will be open houses at the Fire Hall and Sidney Museum, as 

well as live demonstrations running throughout the afternoon. Please support 

the centennial celebrations by purchasing a t-shirt, making a donation or 

participating in our fundraising events. For more information, please visit our 

website at www.sidneyfire100year.com or contact the Fire Hall at 250-656-

2121.  

 

Banner Program 

 

In conjunction with the 100th Year Anniversary’s fundraising efforts, the Fire 

Department’s 100th Year Society has taken on the downtown Sidney street 

banner program. These banners are a popular way to advertise your business 

and support the 100th year celebration while doing so. Watch for them on the 

streets of Sidney this spring. A big thank you to the Town of Sidney and to the 

local businesses for all their support! 

http://www.sidneyfire100year.com
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Update on the Refuse & Kitchen Organics 

Waste Collection Program 
We are now three months into the new Refuse and Kitchen Organics Waste 

Collection Program.  In January & February over 67 tonnes of kitchen organics 

or 30.8% were separated and processed into compost and electricity, instead of 

being sent to the landfill.  This is an average of 1.57 tonnes of kitchen organics a 

day.  Monthly average diversion rates will be posted on the Town’s website at 

www.sidney.ca.  
 

Where are the kitchen organics processed? 

Kitchen organics collected in the Town of Sidney are being sent to a composting 

facility, Harvest Power Canada Ltd., in Richmond, B.C.  Harvest Power is an 

advanced facility that processes the kitchen organics to produce renewable 

energy and high quality soil products (www.harvestpower.com). 
 

In addition to my kitchen organics container, how much garbage am I 

allowed to put out each week? 

Some residents are putting out large amounts of garbage which exceeds the 

allowable limits.  As per the Town’s Bylaw No. 2053:  “Each residential 

customer shall be allowed, for weekly collection, one garbage container of no 

more than 100 litres in capacity and with a weight of no more than 20 kgs”.  
 

What if my garbage container is more than 100 litres? 

A standard 100 litre garbage container is approximately 76 cm x 45 cm (30” x 

18”).  If your existing garbage container is oversized, you can still use this 

container.  However, the driver will only take the allotted amount of garbage each week, the equivalent of one standard 

large garbage bag approximately 84 cm x 76 cm (33”x 30”), weighing no more than 20 kgs (44 lbs).  Additional garbage 

that exceeds the 100 litres in volume or 20 kgs in weight requires the use of an “extra garbage” sticker. These stickers 

can be purchased from the Town Hall or Thrifty Foods at a cost of $4.00 each. 
 

How does the driver separate the garbage from the kitchen organics? 

Garbage and organics are collected using a “split body” compactor collection truck. The same collection truck will hold 

both materials; however, it does not mix the materials together. The split body compactor collection truck has two 

separated compartments for the two different types of collected materials. The crew places the garbage material into one 

side of the truck, and the kitchen organics into the other side, via a sliding tray; this type of system protects against cross 

contamination.  Although some residents have expressed concern that it appears that these two items are being mixed 

together, this is actually not the case. These trucks are split this way to make the collection more efficient, eliminating 

the need for having one designated truck for each separated material. When unloading the material, each compartment is 

opened independently from the other which again ensures that the food and garbage are kept separate when dumping. 
 

Which green kitchen organics container goes to curbside? 

Only the large wheeled curbside container should be placed at the curb on collection day.  The smaller kitchen tote is 

just intended for indoor use in an easily accessible location e.g. under the kitchen sink or on a counter top.  Once your 

kitchen tote is full it is to be emptied into the larger wheeled curbside container, which is usually kept outdoors.  
 

Why is my garbage being picked up later than normal? 

Emterra (www.emterra.ca) is trying to maintain the same schedule as the previous contractor.  However, the driver is 

still getting used to a new route and also is picking up an additional kitchen organics container from each customer, so 

the route does take slightly longer to complete.  As the driver becomes more familiar with the route, you should notice a 

consistency in your pick-up time.  

 

 Thank you for your patience, co-operation and participation  

 in transforming waste into resources.  

If you have any questions, please contact the Engineering Department at 250-656-4502 
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With the summer quickly approaching, the Victoria 

Airport is planning to undertake a major paving project. 

This project involves an asphalt overlay to the airport’s 

main runway known as 09/27.  With safety being the top 

priority at the YYJ, the airport conducts routine pavement 

maintenance such as crack sealing and sweeping of the 

runways.  As it has been over 30 years since the last 

overlay, the time has come for a more comprehensive 

pavement project to ensure the strength and longevity of 

the main runway.  Final dates are yet to be confirmed but 

the expectation is that the work will take place between 

June 15th and September 15th with the majority of the work 

occurring at night.  Runway 09/27 will be closed at 

approximately 11:15pm each night and will reopen each 

morning at approximately 6:30 am.  During most nights 

that 09/27 is closed, Runway 13/31 will remain open and 

available. There will be approximately 10-15 nights where 

the entire airport will be closed while runway intersections 

are being paved.  During routine operations both of the 

airport’s shorter runways, 03/21 and 13/31 are closed after 

8:00pm daily.  This daily closure helps to reduce noise 

impacts of residents who live to the north or south of the 

airport.  When the main runway is closed, the airport 

keeps these secondary runways open to ensure that 

aviation can still operate.  With the smaller runways being 

available at late night hours, it is possible that you may 

hear planes in areas you wouldn’t normally hear planes.  

This would specifically be noticeable if you live under the 

flight path for Runway 13/31.  You may also hear some of 

the construction noise if you live in very close proximity 

to the airport. If you have any questions about this 

construction project, noise at the airport or just about 

anything else on the airport’s property; please feel free to 

contact us anytime.  All of the contact information for the 

various airport departments is available on our website at  

www.victoriaairport.com  We will be keeping the website 

noise inquiry section updated during the construction 

project to advise curious residents of the activity occurring 

around the overlay. The direct link on our website is  

www.victoriaairport.com/noise-inquiry.  We look forward 

to the safe completion of this major project and we 

appreciate the communities understanding about some of 

temporary noise impacts this project may cause.  

 

James Bogusz 

Director, Airside Operations, Technology & Environment 

james.bogusz@victoriaairport.com 

 

Victoria Airport Authority - Runway Overlay Project 



Island Return It - Expanded Services 
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Island Return It Recycling Centre in Sidney (formerly known as the Sidney Bottle Depot) 

has once again expanded their recycling services.  They now accept residential, 

commercial, and industrial light bulbs, fluorescent tubes, light fixtures, lamps, Christmas 

lights, etc.  This service is free to anyone even contractors, businesses, and schools.   

 

And don’t forget, you can still recycle your ready-to-drink beverage containers, old 

televisions, computers, printers, batteries, automotive batteries, paint, aerosol paint, 

cellphones, power tools, small appliances and much, much more at Island Return It.  No 

charge and no maximum.  Visit them at #5 - 10025 Galaran Road or 

www.islandreturnit.com for more information. 

Sidney in Cairns and Cairns in Sidney 
It is appropriate that in 2014, the year in which we celebrate 30 years of Sister Cities in Sidney, we are sending 

three people from Sidney to Cairns, our very first Sister City. 

 

In June Richard Wong, a local water colourist who employs the 

Chinese brushstroke method in his paintings, will take up a six-

week residency program at the Tanks Art Centre in  Cairns.   

He will concentrate on recording the endangered animals and 

flora of the northern tropical region of Queensland. 

        

As part of the residency he will also hold an exhibition of 

paintings of endangered animals from southern BC.   Upon his 

return there will be an exhibition of the work from his 

residency at the Tulista Art Gallery from September 2 to 20.  

Richard’s residency is supported in part by Sidney and Cairns 

sister cities, and the Tanks Art Centre. 

 

We are also pleased to announce that Alex Dombroski and 

Colin Bishop, two Grade 11 students from Parkland Secondary 

School, will be visiting Australia as part of the Cairns Sister 

Cities Youth Ambassador program.   They will be in Cairns for 

10  jam-packed days including attending a local high school, 

visiting the Great Barrier Reef, and areas such as the Danetree 

Tropical Forest. In October the students will make a 

presentation to the Sidney Sister Cities Association general 

meeting at 7:00 p.m. at the Sidney/North Saanich Public 

Library.  As always these meetings are open to the public.    

 

May 3 sees the 30th Anniversary of the signing of the Agreement making Cairns and Sidney Sister Cities.   We 

are delighted to have Sim Hayward, the Chair of the Cairns Sister Cities Advisory Committee joining us on 

this occasion. There will be a ceremony to commemorate the occasion at the Beacon Park Pavilion on 

Saturday, May 3.   Other events will be taking place around town  in May, including a display at the Museum 

and some of Richard Wong’s paintings at the Mary Winspear Centre.  See our website at 

www.sidneysistercitiesassociation.com for more information.  
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April / May 
 

April 22 - May 3 (daily from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.) - North Saanich Middle School Student Show at the 

Community Arts Centre at Tulista Park.  Part of BC Arts and Culture Week. 
 

May 3 (9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.) - Sidney Lawn Bowling Club’s Annual Open House!  Located at 9580 Fifth Street. 
 

May 3 (11:00 a.m. to noon) at Beacon Park- Sidney Sister Cities Association 30th Anniversary of the signing of the 

Sister City Agreement with Cairns, Australia. 
 

May 4 (11:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.) - “Look Beyond Addiction Awareness” Walk (starts at the Mary Winspear Centre). 
 

May 9 at 10:30 a.m. - National Day of Honour Parade on Sidney Ave. - starts at Town Hall & finishes at Beacon Park. 
 

May 15 at 5:30 p.m.- Sidney’s First Thursday Night Street Market of 2014!  Runs until August 28. 
 

May 24 (9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.) - Drive-In Barbeque at the Fire Hall in support of the Fire Department’s 100th 

Anniversary Celebrations.  Come get your Sidney licence plate holder and have it fitted by a firefighter! 
 

May 30, 31 & June 1 - Parkland Alumni 40th Anniversary: Celebrating 40 Years of Panther Pride!  Golf tournament, 

open house/picnic, and adult social.  See www.parklandalumni.ca for details and events. 
 

June 
 

June 7 (10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.) - Sidney/North Saanich Library Annual Book Sale, 10091 Resthaven Drive. 
 

June 7 & 8 - Access Awareness Day (featuring a fair at SHOAL Centre, an open house at Panorama Rec Centre, etc!). 
 

June 8 (10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.) - “World Oceans Day” at Shaw Ocean Discovery Centre and Beacon Park. 
 

June 14 (10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.) - BC Aviation Museum Annual Parking Lot Sale, 1910 Norseman Road. 
 

June 15 (1:00 p.m. to 4:30 p.m.) - Fundraiser and concert for ORCCA in Beacon Park. 
 

June 16 - “Big Bike Event” in support of the Heart and Stroke Foundation of BC & Yukon. 
 

June 29 (2:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.) - Sidney Concert Band in Beacon Park. 
 

June 30 events in Beacon Park: 

 2:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. - Thrifty Foods Community Barbeque 

 7:45 p.m. - Canada Day Big Cake & Live Entertainment 

 10:00 p.m. - Fireworks Extravaganza to music 
 

July 
 

July 1 (Canada Day) events: 

 8:00 a.m. - Sidney Days 2km/5km Run & Walk (registration at 6:45 a.m. at the Mary Winspear Centre) 

 9:00 a.m. - Sidney Lions Pancake Breakfast at the Mary Winspear Centre 

 11:30 a.m. - Canada Day Parade along Beacon Avenue 

 Noon - Kids Inflatable Obstacle Course and Fun Fair in Iroquois Park 

 Noon - Slegg Lumber Build-A-Boat in Beacon Park - including an Emergency Services build-a-boat challenge! 

 1:00 p.m. - Road Hockey in Iroquois Park 

 1:30 p.m. - Dog Show and Contest in Iroquois Park 

 4:30 p.m. - Slegg Lumber Quick Boat Race Launch at Diver’s Point 
 

July 6 to August 24 at 1:00 p.m. - “Summer Sounds” in Beacon Park. 

 
 

Watch for more summer events in the July edition of Town Talk! 

For all Mary Winspear Centre events, please visit their website at www.marywinspear.ca. 


