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Mayor’s Message
Everyone is aware that during the past five years, the
economic climate has been very difficult. Council
and I faced this challenge and developed a strategy.
At this time, I am so pleased to have received another
report from a business in town telling me how the
situation has improved. The Canadian economy
appears to be slowly recovering from the world-wide
recession of 2009, and Sidney is showing positive
growth compared to many other BC Towns.
Two years ago I also became alarmed at the
possibility that a large shopping centre would be
constructed on the Tsawout Reserve, approximately 9
km to the south of the Town. I was conscious of the
impact such a development would have on our
retailers. Raising these concerns at the Chamber of
Commerce’s Mayor’s Breakfast meeting in January/
February of 2013 and 2014, I spoke for the need of
Sidney, both the Town and the business community,
to look for and take advantage of the opportunities
offered by the arrival of such a shopping centre.
Without such plans, we recognized the new
competition would seriously hurt our community.
With the support of the Sidney Business
Improvement Area Society, in April I established the
Mayor’s Task Force for Downtown Revitalization.
Eleven members were selected who brought the
necessary experience in business and leadership to
achieve important results in a very short time. We
are fortunate to have in our community people with
exceptional expertise in retail operations, marketing,
real estate, building and property management,
finance and community leadership. They are positive
that the task assigned to them will result in plans and
strategies to enable Sidney to meet the challenge of
large mall competition. Their final report will come
to Council in the fall.

The Task Force immediately generated a list of over
70 suggestions for action and is evaluating them.
Undoubtedly, more will be offered for consideration
before the fall report.
An interim report has already been submitted to
Council.
Sixteen items were submitted for
immediate approval, which Council did on June 23rd.
These items related to such things as:







Reviewing financial policies;
Increasing residential density in the downtown to
support business;
Providing additional encouragements to owners /
developers to develop properties downtown.
Improving entrance signage to the town;
Directional and wayfinding signage within the
town; and
Better ways to keep residents and visitors
informed.

Support of our local businesses at this time is
possible because, in 2012, I and Council established
the Community/Economic Development Fund in
anticipation of these current challenges. The Fund
was renewed in the 2013 and 2014 Budgets.
Thanks are due to the members of the Task Force for
the many hours they have voluntarily given to the
Town over the past months: Mark Dickinson (Chair),
Brian Losie (Vice-Chair), Erin Bremner, Peter
Dolezal, Brad Edgett, Jane Hall, Paul Macris, Laura
McLarty, and Donna Petrie.
Because of their commitment to the Task Force, our
downtown will continue to have the vitality and
energy that makes it such a wonderful place to be!
Mayor Larry Cross
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The Importance of Supporting Sidney’s Downtown
Lately, there has been a great deal of focus and attention being paid to our downtown and the business
community within it. From the Town’s perspective, our downtown has an important and unique role in
economic and social development. Sidney’s downtown is a relatively small, central, walkable area where
commercial, cultural and civic activities are nicely concentrated – all for the benefit of our residents and
visitors. What is so great about our downtown is that the wide array of available activities is all within
convenient walking distance. You can run several errands within a few blocks that in many communities
would otherwise require several trips. Sidney is truly fortunate to have a diversity of commercial elements,
including the full spectrum of retail offerings, offices, restaurants, coffee shops, entertainment and cultural
opportunities. These important functions are further supported by residential density both within and
surrounding the downtown.
Sidney has a very special downtown that should be celebrated, promoted and supported. The value of
Sidney’s downtown to our community is illustrated through the following unique features:
Business and Employment Centre
Sidney’s downtown is the prime location for many business activities, including retail, finance, office and
entertainment. It is the largest single employment centre on the Peninsula. The very quality of our downtown
helps attract businesses and residents to the region.
Tourism
Sidney’s downtown is a major tourist attraction. Visitors are attracted to our downtown for the great shopping,
restaurants and pedestrian friendly environment. These elements, in combination with great attractions and
events, make our entire downtown an amenity that supports our local economy.
Transportation Diversity
Sidney’s downtown, due to its compact size and level topography, offers a more diverse transportation system
than occurs elsewhere, including excellent walking and cycling conditions, and integrated public transit, taxi
and regional travel services. How many communities can boast having an international ferry system! What is
truly amazing about our community is that you really don’t need a car to live, work and shop.
Culture
Sidney’s downtown is a centre for cultural activities. Within our downtown, we not only have great
restaurants, specialty shops, art galleries and entertainment opportunities, we also have amazing events held
throughout the year. To support tourism and enrich our lives even more, we are fortunate to also have the
Mary Winspear Centre, the Shaw Ocean Discovery Centre, the Historical Museum and our incredible
waterfront band shell. And we have our incredible seaside Sculpture Walk.
Affordability
Sidney’s downtown and surrounding area is an accessible and walkable neighbourhood that offers reduced
parking and household transportation costs. And the Town’s zoning bylaw promotes higher densities and
smaller dwelling units, which also reduce costs on a per square foot basis.
Environmental and Health Benefits
Sidney’s downtown is compact and pedestrian friendly. By concentrating activities and increasing
transportation diversity, the redevelopment of our downtown helps reduce sprawl, reduces per capita
automobile use, and increases walking. All of this leads to reducing our carbon footprint, preserving green
spaces, increasing our fitness, and reducing traffic accident risks.
(Continued on Page 3)
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The Importance of Supporting Sidney’s Downtown
(continued)
There are many reasons why we need to support our downtown and the business community that thrives within
it. By enhancing and preserving the resiliency of our already vibrant downtown, Sidney is sure to be one of
the best seaside towns in Canada.
However, despite all the positive aspects of Sidney’s downtown, it is important to take note of the changing
landscape, the new competition, and the economic challenges that are part and parcel of operating a retail
business in today’s climate. Council, with incredible support from the Mayor’s Task Force, is working hard to
not only maintain all the great things we offer, but to renew and improve our downtown to ensure we remain
the best we can be.

Citizen Computer Kiosk at Town Hall
The Town has recently set up a computer terminal in the foyer of the Town Hall for the general public to use.
The purpose of the “Citizen Kiosk” is strictly for Town related activities, such as:
 Managing your Town of Sidney accounts (MySidney);
 Making on-line payments through the Town’s on-line payment service;
 Accessing “Sidney Says”, the Town’s on-line citizen engagement tool; and,
 Providing access to the Town’s website (www.sidney.ca).
This kiosk is not intended for general internet access. The kiosk is to provide all of our citizens, including
those who do not have a home computer or access to a computer, with the opportunity to access the Town’s
online services.

Honouring Our Veterans
Mayor Cross with Honourary Parade Marshall Peter
Chance at the Canada Day Parade. In May, Peter received
the Ordre National de la Legion d’honneur, France’s
highest honour, in recognition of his bravery on D-Day
which marked the start of the liberation of France and the
rest of Europe.

The Siren Will Sound Again
On Saturday, August 2nd at 11:00 a.m. the Fire Hall will be sounding the siren to
officially start the Sidney Fire 100th Anniversary Parade on Beacon Avenue.
This will not indicate an emergency; the siren is only being used for
celebratory purposes. After the parade there will be an open house at the Sidney
Museum and live demonstrations, truck displays and an open house at the Fire
Hall. Come out and help us celebrate this very important milestone!
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Citizens on Patrol
In 2008 – 2009, the Town of Sidney’s Police Advisory Committee developed a Citizens on Patrol (COP)
program for the Sidney/North Saanich RCMP Detachment area. Sidney residents are fortunate to live in a
very safe community that has a low crime rate. However, the COP program gets the community involved in
supporting the police and working in partnership with them to improve safety and prevent crime. Under the
direction of the police, COP volunteers patrol in vehicles in pairs and report any suspicious or criminal activity
to which the police can prioritize and respond. The volunteers have no enforcement authority and do not leave
their vehicles unless authorized to do so by the police.
The program started as a result of Sgt. Wayne Conley’s desire for a patrol program to be a set of eyes and ears
for the uniformed RCMP members. Sgt. Conley says, “It’s a partnership between the Town, police and
volunteers, collaborating together to enhance public safety and reduce property crime. Right from the get-go
there was total support from the Town of Sidney. They made it a priority.” It is very difficult to measure, but
what I see is we have volunteers who care about their community. And we know that the community and
police have to work together. It’s an added enhancement to policing.”
Volunteers (age 19 to 80) are interviewed, given police background checks and trained before they go on
patrol. They use their own vehicles; however, they are reimbursed for the cost of gas. Volunteers are asked to
commit to one four hour shift per month. If they do not drive, they are paired with a driver.
If you would like more information or would like to volunteer, please call Joanne Egan at 250-655-2927 or
Bill Rothery at 250-656-9293. We would love to hear from you.

Construction Projects Scheduled for 2014
Please note the following constructions projects are scheduled to take place this year:








Tulista Park Playground Improvements – completed
Resurfacing the tennis courts at Resthaven by the Sea – scheduled to re-open in mid-July
Road repaving on:
 Brethourpark Way
 Christine Place
 Gabriola Place
 Godfrey Place
 Hornby Place
 Mills Road from Pleasant Street to the Pat Bay Highway
 Pollard Place
 Second Street from Ocean Avenue to Orchard Avenue – completed
Water main replacement on Gabriola Place and Hornby Place – June & July
Water main abandonment on Mills Road from Pleasant Street to Bowerbank Road – completed
Traffic calming/pedestrian safety measures to be constructed on Resthaven Drive, McDonald Park Road to
Malaview Avenue.
The Town will endeavor to provide residents who are impacted by the above construction
with advance notification prior to start of work.
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2014 Municipal Election
Saturday, November 15th - Mary Winspear Centre
Nomination Documents for people interested in running for Mayor, Councillor or School Board Trustee will
be available for pick up at Town Hall on Friday, August 22nd. The nomination period begins at 9:00 a.m. on
Tuesday, September 30th and closes at 4:00 p.m. on Friday, October 10th. Please ensure nominations
documents are completed thoroughly and submitted to the Chief Election Officer at Town Hall (2240 Sidney
Avenue).
Advance Voter Registration will be accepted by the Town from August 25th to September 23rd for those who
qualify as either a resident or non-resident elector.
Mail Ballot Voting is available for people who have a physical disability, illness or injury that affects their
ability to vote at any of the voting opportunities, or if you expect to be absent from the Town on general voting
day and the advance voting opportunities. Please contact the Administration Department at 250-656-1139 as
soon as possible to get your name on the list.
Voting Opportunities are as follows:
General Voting Day

Saturday, November 15th
8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.
Mary Winspear Centre (2243 Beacon Avenue)

Advance Voting Days

Wednesday, November 5th and Wednesday, November 12th
8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.
Town of Sidney Municipal Hall (2440 Sidney Avenue)

“MySidney” and “Pay Online”
The Town would like to remind everyone of two new, secure online-services to homeowners and businesses.
“MySidney” - This is a new, secure, all-in-one online service that provides homeowners and businesses access
to information about their Town accounts 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. It’s easy to register and all
information is protected by private access codes. Simply go to the Town’s website (www.sidney.ca), click on
“MySidney” under “Quick Links”, and follow the online instructions under “Register Now”. To register each
account, you will need a copy of that account’s bill. Use MySidney to:
 View your current and past bills;
 View your account payment history;
 Keep track of your water consumption history and conservation efforts; and,
 It’s your all-in-one location for property taxes, permits, utility, dog, and business licence accounts.
“Pay Online” - Online payments can now be made using your VISA or MasterCard. Business Licences, Dog
Licences, Utility Bills, and Event Permits can now be paid using this service. Simply go to the Town’s
website and click on “Pay Online” under “Quick Links”. Next, search for your account and pay the
outstanding amount. If you have a MySidney account, you can also click on the payment button while
reviewing your accounts to pay outstanding amounts. For more information regarding either of these new
services, please contact us at mysidney@sidney.ca or call 250-656-1184.
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From the Archives ~ Quisisana - A Place of Relaxation
Driving north on Third Street from Beacon
Avenue one may not realize that the large
building that houses the Discovery House
Early Childhood Centre hidden in the
Shoreacres subdivision is one of the oldest
structures still standing in the Town of
Sidney.
Originally christened Quisisana, the building
was constructed in 1909 for Dr. William
Gordon Cumming to be used as a sanitarium
for “the treatment of post-operative cases and
those requiring change, rest and outdoor
recreation.” Quisisana was advertised as being “a quiet, restful sanitarium” located on the east shore of the peninsula
where one could receive massages and nursing when required, also for those who wished to enjoy the recreational
aspects of tennis, lawn bowling, boating and fishing. After the building of Rest Haven, Quisisana and its surrounding
property was sold to the Victoria Motor Country Club Ltd. for $15,000 in September 1913 for use as their club house.
After renovating the building the Motor Club officially opened on April 10, 1914, and club members began to visit in
their “newfangled automobiles and regale themselves in the clubrooms with food and drink.” Apparently, the Club did
not charge enough to cover the 7% interest owed on the mortgage, and with the outbreak of war which took many of
their members away, they were forced to go into liquidation in 1915.
It is not clear what next happened with the building, but by 1919 the Crossley family had taken residence there. In 1922,
Frank and Martha Simister leased the building and property and renamed it “Beach House.” Renovating the building to
“make it both comfortable and attractive” their plan was to make Beach House into a resort. “They encouraged various
organizations to hold their meetings in the lounge and dining room, and many parties were held there as well as on the
beach and in the garden,” related Elizabeth Bosher. On April 20, 1925, Sever and Ellen Halseth purchased Beach House,
taking possession of the property on the first of July and renaming it Shore Acres. Under the guidance of Mrs. Halseth,
they began to advertise the place as an “Ideal Summer Vacation Home” to attract tourists. At first the traffic at Shore
Acres was booming, but this began to peter-out after a few years, and the Halseth’s closed the business. Shore Acres
was then occupied by a number of different people, and later sold to Arthur H. Griffiths in July 1946, who began to run
the building as a Rooming House for several years and it became known as Shoreacres Hotel. About this time, Griffiths
reduced the property holdings by subdividing most of land. George V. Card and his wife Tena then took it over and ran
Shoreacres as a Rest Home for many years, thus taking it back to its original use. Shoreacres would change hands a few
more times, before Stephanie Schroeder would acquire it and start a childcare centre there in January 1989, calling it
Discovery House Early Childhood Centre. Over the last 105 years, the “Big House” as it is referred to today, has had
several different names and uses, from a sanitarium, to club house, then as a home. Next, being refurbished as a tourist
resort, then a rooming house/hotel, then to a rest home and finally as childcare centre… starting off caring for adults,
and now caring for youngsters.
For more information on this subject and others, please contact the Sidney Archives at archives@sidneymuseum.ca or
phone 250-655-5445.
Brad R. Morrison
Sidney Archives Manager

D

o you miss working with young children? If so, Sidney Museum has the perfect volunteer
opportunity for you to share history in a fun environment. We need a person preferably with a
teaching background to work with the Museum’s education program. No historical knowledge is
required as all information is provided, and the position only entails a dozen school visits to the
museum each school year. For more information please call Peter at Sidney Museum, 250-655-6355.
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2013 Financial Results
Figure 1 - Reserve Balance by Year

The Town’s 2013 financial results reflect a
continued commitment to sound financial
management. Operating results for 2013 were
generally in line with budgeted expectations,
the Town’s net financial assets improved by
over $1 million, investment in capital assets
increased by $128,000, and reserves to build
up adequate funding for maintaining the
Town’s assets grew by $674,000 (Figure 1).
Figure 2 - Debt Holdings

The Town also maintains a comparably low
level of debt, totaling just under $3.5 million.
The weighted average interest rate for all
Town debt is 3.86% and represents just 9% of
the Town’s maximum allowable debt servicing
costs (Figure 2).

Figure 3 - Accumulated Surplus

Surplus from
Operations
$3,540,875

Capital Reserves Other Reserves
$5,159,497
$1,170,437
Restricted Cash
$45,067

At the end of 2013, the Town’s consolidated
operating surplus stood at just over $3.5 million. Its
“annual surplus” was $857,000; this was the
difference between revenues and expenses during
2013.

This increase improved the Town’s

accumulated surplus to $84.67 million, which
Tangible Capital
Assets
$74,674,330

represents the sum of all economic resources
available to the Town to meet future financial and
service obligations (Figure 3).

Refer to the 2013 Annual Report on the Town’s website for more details.
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Town of Sidney Solid Waste Collection Program
We are now well into our new Kitchen Organics Program. Over 132 tonnes of kitchen organics in the first
four months were separated and processed into renewable energy and high quality soil products instead of
being sent to the landfill. That is an average diversion rate of 30%.
Compostable bags for the green organics containers:
If you wish to use bags in your green organics containers, they must be compostable bags, which are available
at many local retailers including grocery and hardware stores. Look for the biodegradable compostable logo to
ensure you are purchasing bags that can be used for kitchen organics recycling. Please remember that plastic
bags, such as grocery bags, cannot be added or used in your kitchen scraps containers.
If you move or sell your home:
The green kitchen organics containers must remain with the service address. These containers are supplied by
the Town, but owned by our contractor, Emterra Environmental. As per the Town of Sidney’s Bylaw No.
2053, “Upon relocating permanently from the dwelling unit, the occupant is required to leave the kitchen
organics container(s) in a clean and sanitary state on the service address premises, or return them to the
Town”.
Yard and garden waste and the kitchen organics program:
Grass clippings, yard, and garden waste cannot go into the green organics bin, with the exception of household
plants, cut and dried flowers, and green vegetable stalks.
Volume of yard and garden waste:
Town of Sidney residents who are currently paying for full service garbage collection are permitted to have
collected once a month, all year, compostable yard and garden waste. The allotted amount for pick up is
limited to a volume equal to three (3) standard garbage containers per month. The waste material is to be set
out at the curb in containers without lids and/or in clear plastic bags. Coloured bags will not be picked up, as
they require extra processing. Items must be placed at curbside by 7:00 a.m. on collection day. Residents who
wish to have yard and garden waste collected in excess of the permitted amount must purchase a valid extra
volume yard waste sticker available from the Town or Thrifty Foods, and prominently attach one of the
stickers to each extra container in excess of the permitted amount. Any container in excess of the permitted
amount that does not display a valid extra volume sticker shall not be collected. Each sticker can only be used
once.
Just friendly reminders – please remove your emptied garbage and kitchen organics containers from the
curbside after collection, and keep all containers, when not set out for collection, on the service address
premises. Yard and garden waste must not be left or stored on the boulevard, except on collection day.
Thank you for your continued support and participation in
making the Town of Sidney’s Kitchen Organics Program a success!

Minor Changes to Blue Box Recycling Program
The CRD has advised that glass must now be separated from all other recyclables.
Please use another blue box or separate receptacle for all glass recycling.
The new recycling schedule can now be downloaded from the CRD’s website
(www.crd.bc.ca). You can also sign up for text, e-mail or phone reminders on
their website. Lastly, you can request a printed schedule by calling 250-360-3030
or e-mailing hotline@crd.bc.ca.
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Happy Retirement Rob and Brian!
In June the Town said farewell to two employees from the Engineering, Works and Parks departments who
retired.
Employed with us since 2001, Rob Hall started his career with the Town as the Manager of Engineering &
Technical Services before moving to the position of Director of Engineering & Works in 2004. With over 12
years of commendable service, Rob was instrumental in improving the Town’s infrastructure and addressing
the needs of the community.
Starting his career with the Town as an auxiliary Labourer in 1979, Brian Coward
worked his way up to eventually become the Superintendent of Parks, a position
he held since 2006. With just under 34 years of service with the Town, Brian’s
dedication to the community was exemplary. From the planters on Beacon
Avenue to the beautiful garden displays in our waterfront parks, Brian was a key
player in enhancing our outdoor public spaces.
We wish Rob and Brian many happy years of retirement! You deserve it!

New Sign Bylaw for Sidney
Council has approved a new streamlined and concise Sign Bylaw for Sidney. The biggest change is that a Sign
Permit is no longer required for new signs that comply with the Bylaw’s requirements. The new Sign Bylaw
No. 2058 states what types of signs are permitted in different areas of Sidney, and specifies regulations for
their size and placement. If a proposed sign meets the requirements of the bylaw then no Sign Permit is
required, although a Building Permit may be required for any supporting structures. For signs that do not
comply with the bylaw, there is still the option of applying for a Development Variance Permit. The bylaw was
developed in consultation with the industrial, Harbour Road marine industrial, and downtown commercial
business communities. Sign Bylaw No. 2058 is available on the Town website or at the Town Hall, and
Development Services staff would be happy to answer any questions about it.

2015 Town of Sidney Calendar Now on Sale
Available at Tanner's right now and priced at just
$12.99 + taxes, is the eagerly awaited 2015 Town of
Sidney Calendar. In cooperation with Tanner's Books,
the Sidney Sister Cities Association has produced
another stunning collection of images, submitted by
local photographers, which showcases the charm of
Sidney as a place to live or visit. The calendar makes a
great gift, whether when travelling overseas or, with its
compact size, for mailing to friends, relatives and
associates who, unlike Sidney citizens, are not fortunate
to enjoy the day by day ambience and charms of our
seaside community. Just 1,000 copies of the 2015
Calendar are available for purchase. Be sure to pick up
your copies soon.
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UPCOMING EVENTS IN SIDNEY
July
Every Thursday to August 28th from 5:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.- Sidney Street Market
on Beacon Avenue.
Every Sunday to August 24th at 2:00 p.m. - “Summer Sounds” in Beacon Park.
Saturday, July 26th from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. - BC Aviation Museum Annual Open House at 1910
Norseman Road.
Sunday, July 27th from 5:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. - Runway Tango in Beacon Park.
August
Saturday, August 2nd at 11:00 a.m. - Sidney Fire 100th Anniversary Parade on Beacon Avenue. Followed
by truck displays, live demonstrations and Open Houses at the Sidney Fire Hall and Sidney Museum.
Sunday, August 17th from noon to 4:00 p.m. - Bed Races on Beacon Avenue (fundraiser in support of
Palliative Care at Rest Haven Lodge).
Sunday, August 24th from 8:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. - “Auto Extravaganza” Torque Masters Car Show in
downtown Sidney. Watch our website for details!
Sunday, August 24th from 5:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. - Runway Tango in Beacon Park.
September
September 4th - 7th (various times) - Shakespeare by the Sea “Bard on Beacon 2014” in Beacon Park.
Sunday, September 14th from 1:00 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. - Fundraiser and concert for ORCCA (Oral Care for
Children & Adolescents) in Beacon Park (rescheduled from June 15).

For all Mary Winspear Centre events, please visit their website at www.marywinspear.ca.

T

he Community Arts Council in Tulista Park is excited
about the revamped and enlarged Tulista Park playground
and are celebrating with Kids Summer Arts Camps and free
drop-in art for children! To register for any of our 8 camps in
July and August visit www.cacsp.com. Free drop-in ‘Easel Art’
is available through July and August on Tuesdays and
Thursdays between 1:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m. (weather dependent).
For adults, Tulista Gallery in Tulista Park hosts eight shows and 19 artists in July and August. Always free
admission and free parking in a world-class setting on the Sidney Sculpture Walk. Visit www.cacsp.com for
show schedules. Visit the Community Arts Council of the Saanich Peninsula at the Sidney Summer Market on
August 7th to learn more about our programs and how we work to support and enrich arts and culture on the
Peninsula.

