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Mayor’s Message 
It gives me great pleasure to write my first message in Town Talk as 
your Mayor. I’m certain, I speak for all members of Sidney Town 
Council when I say; it is an honour to have been elected by you, the 
people of Sidney.  
 
I look forward to working with the new Council, members of our 
community and our many valuable community organizations during 
this term. I had the pleasure of meeting some of you during the 
Residents and Volunteer Appreciation Reception on New Year’s 
Day and I thank you for taking the time to come out and meet your 
new Council in this informal setting. 
 
We have begun our four-year term with a series of robust, in-depth 
orientation sessions that have helped to ensure we understand how 
municipal governance operates in Sidney and our role and 
responsibilities as a Council. We will also be discussing Council 
priorities for 2015 and beyond. This will assist us as we move into 
our budget process in February, which funds our priorities and 
financial commitments for the year.  
 
In addition, Council has already advanced one of the recommendations made last year by the Mayor’s 
Downtown Revitalization Task Force; we have appointed a select committee to explore economic 
development function options for Sidney. The committee consists of the Mayor, Councillor Erin 
Bremner, and three community members : Jane Hall, Brian Losie and Mark Dickinson, all of whom 
also served on the Mayor’s Task Force.  I thank them for their time and commitment to our 
community’s future. Their involvement on this committee will ensure continuity and result in positive 
outcomes. 
 
I look forward to the recommendations resulting from this committee as well as the many other new 
challenges, plans and projects we will undertake on behalf of our great community. 
 

Mayor Steve Price 

 

by the Sea 
 

Town Talk 

www.sidney.ca 
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Thank You Staff! 
On December 15, 2014 Town Council acknowledged the following employees for their long-term 
years of service, and whose dedication and commitment continues to make the Town an employer of 
choice: 
 Stu Fenton, Facilities Maintenance Supervisor ..................................................... 25 years 
 Gary Youell, Crew Chief, Public Works .................................................................. 25 years 
 Mike Kimber, Crew Chief, Public Works ................................................................ 22 years 
 Greg Benson, Fleet Mechanic ................................................................................... 21 years 
 Leanne Stanners, Payroll Clerk ................................................................................. 20 years 
 Craig Warburton, Engineering Technician ............................................................. 18 years 
 Greg Collins, Purchaser/Inventory Controller ....................................................... 17 years 
 Randy Humble, Chief Administrative Officer ........................................................ 15 years 
 Adriano Sumberac, Foreman—Surface Infrastructure, Facilities & Fleet ......... 12 years 
 John Macedo, Charge Hand, Public Works............................................................ 10 years 
 Al Holt, Charge Hand, Public Works ....................................................................... 10 years 
 Wes Nelson, Gardener, Parks ................................................................................... 10 years 
 Rob Cooke, Charge Hand, Public Works ................................................................ 10 years 
 Chris Wallace, Gardener, Parks ................................................................................ 10 years 

 

Sidney Council (2015 - 2018) 

Sitting (from left to right):  Councillor Tim Chad, Councillor Barbara Fallot, Councillor 
Mervyn Lougher-Goodey, Mayor Steve Price, Councillor Cam McLennan, Councillor 
Erin Bremner & Councillor Peter Wainwright 

Standing (from left to right):  Town Crier Kenny Podmore, S/Sgt. Dennis O’Gorman, Cpl. Erin 
Fraser & Judge Brian Neal 

Town staff would like to remind everyone to ensure that your home / building 
address is visible from the street.  In the event of an emergency, first responders 
need to be able to quickly identify where the emergency is. 
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Initially built for use as a creamery, Sidney’s second 
oldest business block was destined to take on a 
different direction.  The building is well-known and is 
routinely visited by thousands of people each year – 
the St. Vincent de Paul Thrift Store on Second Street. 
 
The history of this building began as a result of a 
dispute between the farmers of the Saanich Peninsula 
and the Gulf Islands against the farming community of 
Victoria in July 1907, when the decision was made to 
move the Victoria Creamery from its central location in 
Saanich into the city.  Its relocation was considered to 
be detrimental to the farmers of the Peninsula and the 
Gulf Islands who were now required to ship their 
product further.  As a result, The Sidney Creamery Association was formed with the intention of building and 
operating a creamery in Sidney. 
 
Arrangements were made, machinery acquired and a building constructed, and by mid-November the new 
concern was nearly ready to go into operation.  However, when Mr. H. Nixon, who was to undertake the 
business, had difficulties getting things off the ground the creamery scheme was abandoned.  The building was 
reported as being sold on January 3rd 1908 by its owners Henry and Samuel Brethour to William Munro, a 
James Island farmer, for around $2,000.   Munro then converted the building into a restaurant and bakery, 
which was known simply as the Sidney Bakery.  At the time, it was the town’s only restaurant eatery outside 
of the Hotel Sidney.  Munro would operate the business for two years, before leasing the business and the 
building to Fred W. Bowcott in May 1910. 
 
Bowcott operated the bakery until the beginning of 1915, when he received the call to duty for King and 
Country.  He sold the bakery to a veteran baker, Herbert Ingamells, who also purchased the building.  
Ingamells ran the bakery until 1921, when Archibald Rankin, a former employee of the bakery took it over in 
August 1921, changing its name to Rankin’s Bakery.  In early January 1924 however Rankin, for an unrecorded 
reason, changed the name back to Sidney Bakery. A few months later in July, he moved the business to the 
corner of Beacon and Second, where it has been for the last 90 years.   
 
However, a bakery business continued to be operated in the original location, again by Ingamells, under the 
name of the O.K. Bakery and Grocery.  The business would operate under this name until 1929, when 
Ingamells leased the business to Fred G. Bowcott (the son of Fred W. mentioned above) who then operated 
the Bakery for a couple of years as the Silvergrey Bakery.  When Bowcott decided to move the business to 
Beacon Avenue, A. E. and S. W. Beaveridge took over operations of the bakery as “The Staff of Life Bakery” 
from the Second Street location in December 1931. Over the next 11 years, several other individuals would 
operate “The Staff of Life Bakery”, including Herbert and Arthur Rowbottom, Harry Gibson, and Ingamells. 
 
After 34 years of operation as a bakery, the old building was purchased and refitted in October 1942 and 
became the location of the Government Liquor Store, which would remain at that location until 1968.  
Following that the Salvation Army acquired the building as their Sidney Thrift Store location.  They remained 
there until 2008 when the St. Vincent de Paul Thrift Store took over the location. 

Brad R. Morrison 
Sidney Archives Manager ~ 250-655-5445 

From the Archives ~  
The Original Sidney Bakery Building 
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Town Wins Award for Financial Reporting 

 

Town Officially Launches New Website 
The Town of Sidney is very pleased to officially 
announce the launch of our new website!  Developed 
over a number of months, the new website is 
structured in a way that it is more intuitive for users, 
and showcases breathtaking photos and imagery that 
capture the true seaside charm of Sidney.  Check it out 
today! 

www.sidney.ca 

Kitchen Organics Separation a Success in Sidney 
With the completion of the first year of separating kitchen organics from garbage, residents of Sidney 
diverted 375 tonnes of kitchen organics from the Hartland landfill. Kitchen organics from Sidney and 
other local municipalities are currently being processed in Richmond, BC at a state of the art facility 
where the organics are used to generate electricity and composted soil. 

The Town of Sidney ended 2014 in style by winning the Government 
Finance Officers Association’s prestigious Canadian Award for Financial 
Reporting.  
 
The award was received for the Town of Sidney 2013 Annual Report which 
includes an overview of what was accomplished during the previous year 
and what is planned for the upcoming year. It comprises reports from each 
department including a comprehensive financial report. The Annual Report 
is available to residents on the Town’s website. 

Community Mailboxes Coming Soon 
Canada Post has selected Sidney as one of the first 
municipalities in BC to be transitioned from door to door 
mail delivery to the Community Mailbox (CMB) system. 
The CMBs will be located at strategic locations to 
provide convenient and inclusive access for all 
homeowners. Approximately 110 CMB sites will be 
constructed in Sidney starting in late spring with full 
implementation of the program by early fall. Questions 
or concerns about CMBs should be directed to Canada 
Post at www.canadapost.ca or 1-844-454-3009. 

http://www.canadapost.ca
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Garbage, Kitchen Organics &  
Compostable Yard Waste 

The Town appreciates the residents’ diligence with regards to compliance and participation in the 
services provided for garbage, kitchen organics, and compostable yard waste disposal.  To ensure the 
system continues to operate smoothly, we would like to take the opportunity to remind residents 
that for each of these services, please ensure your items are separated and packaged appropriately 
and placed at curbside by 7:00 a.m. on your scheduled day.  The Contractor will not be returning to 
your neighbourhood to retrieve late items.  Weekly garbage is limited to one can/bag, 80L in volume 
and 20kg in weight.  It is a requirement to use the provided wheeled green container for disposal of 
weekly curbside kitchen organics.  Monthly yard waste is limited to three clear/see-thru plastic bags 
or cans without lids, 80L / 20kg each.  If you exceed these limits, stickers are available for purchase at 
the Town Hall or Sidney Thrifty Foods, to affix to all additional bags/cans.  Questions?  Contact the 
Engineering Department at engineeringservices@sidney.ca or 250-656-4502 or the Contractor, 
Emterra Environmental at 250-385-4399.  For a detailed list of acceptable and non-acceptable 
materials, please visit the CRD’s website at www.crd.bc.ca or call 250-360-3030. 

Allbay Road (east of Bowden Road),  
Jocelyn Place, and Lyme Grove Reconstruction 

The Town of Sidney will be replacing watermains, sanitary sewers, storm sewers and repaving the 
road as one of the infrastructure renewal projects this year. As the road way is quite narrow, Allbay 
Road (east of Bowden Road) will be limited to local traffic only at times. Please obey the requests of 
the flaggers; they are there for everyone’s safety. As construction progresses, detailed project 
updates will be available on the Town’s website at www.sidney.ca. 

mailto:engineeringservices@sidney.ca
http://www.crd.bc.ca
http://www.sidney.ca
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Family Day Weekend in Sidney 
3 Full Days of Lego Based Activities! 

Family Fun ~ Come Get Your Share! 
 
For the third consecutive year, downtown Sidney businesses are gearing up for another Family Day 
weekend of LEGO based events.  Sidney Family Days ‐ a LEGO Brick Festival will happen February 
7th, 8th and 9th, 2015 from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. each day. Sidney restaurants and businesses will be open 
to welcome families. The theme this year is MARINE and back once again is Robin Sather, Canada’s 
only certified LEGO professional. This year Robin will build an amazing 6 foot long Seaspan tugboat. 
 
Saturday the fun will start with the launch of the LEGO brick scavenger hunt throughout downtown 
Sidney.  Maps will be available at the Museum for avid hunters to start their quest.  The Ocean 
Discovery Centre will have underwater LEGO and VicLUG will have an intricate display of LEGO 
creations at the Pier Hotel all weekend. The Star Cinema will be showing the LEGO Movie during the 
weekend.  Watch for the Ocean 98.5 Community Cruiser to visit Sidney every day. 
 
Sunday, to add to the fun, Robin will start creating the tugboat on location at the Seaport Place 
building currently known as the Gracepoint Police Station.  
 
On Monday, all the fun activities continue and Robin completes construction of his work of art at the 
Mary Winspear Centre. Visitors will help Robin build a large LEGO mosaic, which will match the 
design of the tugboat. The Mary Winspear Centre will also have LEGO play areas for all ages, and a 
community open house where families can learn about the activities available to family and youth in 
the Sidney area.  Perhaps you will find a new club or activity to join. 
 
So take the children, grandchildren, 
nieces and nephews of all ages out to 
explore Sidney in search of exciting 
LEGO displays, and enter your 
completed treasure map at the Sidney 
Museum for a chance to win a 
wonderful prize. Watch for draw 
boxes and door prize opportunities 
for fabulous LEGO prizes all weekend.
     
 
Carol Whitehouse     
Sidney Family Day Weekend 2015 
   Event Coordinator    
caroliwhitehouse@gmail.com  
250‐216‐0135     
www.DistinctlySidney.ca     
https://www.facebook.com/SidneyFamilyDayWeekend @SidneyFamilyDay     

 

mailto:caroliwhitehouse@gmail.com
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Nominate a Local Volunteer for an Award 
Beacon Community Services (BCS) and the Peninsula News Review (PNR) are again presenting 
Hearts of the Community Volunteer Awards for exemplary volunteer or community service on the 
Peninsula. Awards include a $1,000 scholarship for an outstanding youth volunteer. Nominations for 
individuals or groups are being accepted now and are due by 4:00 p.m. Thursday, January 29. 
 
Get nomination forms online at www.beaconcs.ca, or at the PNR, the SHOAL Centre, BCS’s Third 
Street office, or any BCS Peninsula thrift shop. 
 
All nominees and award winners will be honoured at the 17th annual awards ceremony and 
community luncheon on February 19, 11:00 a.m. at the Mary Winspear Centre (MWC). The event is 
open to the community; free tickets are available at the above locations or at the MWC. 
 
For more information, please call 778-351-1446 or visit www.beaconcs.ca. 

 

Sidney / North Saanich Citizens on Patrol 

In the event of a snowfall, Town of Sidney Bylaw No. 1966 requires every person 
being an occupant or owner of any property, to clear snow and ice from the 
sidewalk in front of or abutting their property.  The Town of Sidney will keep major 
arterial and collector streets open and will clear snow and ice from as many 
downtown streets as possible.  In addition, snow and ice will be cleared from the 
sidewalks at intersections and bus stops.  Please remember your elderly or disabled 
neighbours who would appreciate your assistance. 

Volunteers Wanted! 
 

If you are interested in a volunteer position with this active group and would like 
more information, please contact Bill Rothery at 250-656-9293 or Joanne Egan 
at 250-655-2927. 

Police / Community Consultative Committee 
To facilitate two-way dialogue with the citizens of Sidney, and to enable a more effective 
communication medium and problem-solving environment with our clients, the Sidney/North Saanich 
RCMP will be forming a Police/Community Consultative Committee (P.C.C.C.).  If you are interested 
in the betterment of your community we encourage you to attend.  The P.C.C.C. will formulate its 
own procedures for membership and privileges.  Membership is encouraged from all segments of the 
community including: residents, the business sector, community group representatives, clergy, staff 
from other Emergency Services Branches, seniors, students and/or staff from local schools, municipal 
and/or regional Councillors.  An initial information session will be held on Wednesday March 4, 
2015 at 6 p.m. at Sidney Fire Hall, 9837 Third Street.  Please reply to Cpl. Erin Fraser at 
erin.fraser@rcmp-grc.gc.ca or 250-656-3931 to register to attend this information session. 

http://www.beaconcs.ca
mailto:erin.fraser@rcmp-grc.gc.ca
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January 
 

Ongoing until March 31 - The Lego Exhibit: A Tribute to the Sidney Volunteer Fire Department—
Sidney Museum, 2423 Beacon Avenue (www.sidneymuseum.ca) 
 
January 25—31 - Sandy Bligh and Diane Thorp Open Studio at the Community Arts Council of the 
Saanich Peninsula in Tulista Park 

February 
 

February 1—28 - Art Classes for Saanich Peninsula Arts & Crafts Society at the Community Arts 
Council of the Saanich Peninsula in Tulista Park 
 
February 7—9 - Family Day Weekend in Sidney!  Various locations throughout Town, see article on 
page 6 
 
February 23 at 6:00 P.M. - Sidney Council Budget Meeting, Town Hall Council Chambers, 2440 
Sidney Avenue (www.sidney.ca - also on February 24 at 6:00 p.m. if required) 
 
February 26 at 5:30 p.m. - The Rest Haven Foundation presents an evening with Robert Bateman, 
Mary Winspear Centre, 2243 Beacon Avenue (www.marywinspear.ca for tickets) 
 

March 
 

March 1—30 - Small Expressions Show at the Community Arts Council of the Saanich Peninsula in 
Tulista Park 
 
March 20 at 7:00 p.m. - Via Choralis Singing Choral Music from 3 Centuries, First Unitarian Church, 
5575 West Saanich Road 
 
March 31—April 6 - Spectacled Bear Conservation Society: Fundraiser to Support Peruvian Artists at 
the Community Arts Council of the Saanich Peninsula in Tulista Park 
 

April 
 

April 5 at 1:00 p.m. - Easter Egg Hunt at Dominion Brook Park, across from Panorama Recreation 
Centre on East Saanich Road (www.peninsulacelebrations.ca) 
 
April 14—30 - Student Show at the Community Arts Council of the Saanich Peninsula in Tulista Park 
 
April 17 at 7:30 p.m. and April 19 at 2:30 p.m. - Via Choralis Singing Choral Music from 5 Continents, 
St. Elizabeth’s Catholic Church, 10030 Third Street 

Upcoming Events in Sidney 

 

For all Mary Winspear Centre events,  
please visit their website at www.marywinspear.ca 


