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Welcome to this special community planning edition of Town Talk. This issue 
focuses principally on the municipal planning process in Sidney and provides an 
overview of the key elements of community planning, which include: 
 

 Official Community Plan and Downtown/Downtown Waterfront Local 
Area Plan; 

 Zoning Bylaw; 
 Overview of the Town’s planning system and process; 
 The public engagement process; and 
 Development in Sidney during the past two decades. 

 
This information has been compiled by our Planning staff in a format that I 
believe provides the reader with a clear and simple outline of Sidney’s planning 
and development process.  If, however, you wish to receive more detailed 
information related to the content of this edition, please feel free to visit the 
Town’s website or drop into the Town Hall as our professional and helpful 
Planning staff are always more than willing to assist and answer questions. 
 
Since the global recession of 2008, development in Sidney slowed to a near 
standstill. Our once vibrant and growing community seemed to be on hold. 
However, in recent months, that has turned around and Sidney has once again 
become a desirable community for new development opportunities. Council has 
heard from some residents and local business owners that they are happy to see 
this turnaround as it means prosperity, opportunity and sustainability for our 
community. Other residents have expressed concerns about new development and how it may change Sidney. No matter what your stance on the 
current development climate in Sidney, this issue of Town Talk will provide information to assist you in better understanding the often complex 
process of municipal planning and development. 
 
As some of our recent developments have required amendments to the Zoning Bylaw and Official Community Plan (OCP), people have suggested it 
is time for an OCP review. Council is currently in the process of undertaking four projects that will lead into a more comprehensive OCP review 
which is planned for 2018. These projects include: 
 

1. A West Sidney Local Area Plan; 
2. An in-depth visioning process for Beacon Wharf and the surrounding waterfront; 
3. Development of downtown public realm design standards; and 
4. A study/review of approaches to density and bonus density. 

 
This last item has in fact begun as Mayor and Council recently received a “Sidney Downtown and Multifamily Density Review” and resolved to 
move forward with phase two of the study that will include: 
 

 Changes to the principal tools for regulating density that would adopt a method which limits the total gross floor area of a building as related 
to the total lot area rather than the number of dwelling units permitted in a building as related to the total lot area; 

 Provisions that require family-size units in new developments; 
 Additional zoning regulation to control the general shape and size of buildings; 
 Reduce or eliminate parking minimums; 
 Review of off-street parking bylaw; and 
 Density bonusing and amenity contributions. 

 
The Town will undertake community engagement throughout the density review process beginning with the establishment of a dedicated webpage 
on the Town of Sidney’s website where the Staff Report to Council and Barefoot Planning’s Density Review can be viewed. I encourage you to take 
the time to review the report and study as both provide useful important information about the future of planning in Sidney. 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank all Sidney residents for your continued support of Council’s efforts during this time of change and 
opportunity.  We have had many challenging decisions to make and I’m sure that there are more to come. As your elected officials, it is our sincere 
desire to communicate better and more frequently with the greater community and to encourage a two-way dialogue. We are striving to do that 
through as many avenues as possible. This includes Town Talk (our municipal newsletter), regular media release on issues of importance to 
residents, our social media channels of Facebook, Twitter and YouTube, webcasting of Council meetings and perhaps most importantly, through 
face-to-face Meet and Greets such as the one held on February 29th. The latter will become a common engagement tool and I encourage you to 
take the time to come out and speak with us about your ideas and concerns.  This is our community and I assure you every member of Council is 
working hard to ensure that Sidney remains a resilient, safe, and desirable community for all residents. 

Special Community Planning Edition 

 

Mayor Steve Price 
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April 
 
April 24 at 2:30 p.m. - Via Choralis presents “Songs of the Amazon”, premiering Nick Fairbank’s Cancion, at St. Elizabeth’s Catholic 
Church, 10030 Third Street. 
 
April 26 at 1:30 p.m. - Vital Signs presentation at the SHOAL Centre. 
 
April 29 and 30 at 7:30 p.m. - Peninsula Singers’ Spring Concert Series: Life Journeys We Take at the Mary Winspear Centre, 2243 
Beacon Avenue. 
 

May 
 
May 1 at 2:00 p.m. - Peninsula Singers’ Spring Concert Series: Life Journeys We Take at the Mary Winspear Centre. 
 
May 6 at 7:30 a.m. - “Breakfast at the Bank” fundraiser for the Sidney Lions Food Bank, at the SHOAL Centre.  
 
May 12 at 1:30 p.m. - BC Arthritis Society presentation at the SHOAL Centre. 
 
May 19 at 5:30 p.m. - Sidney Street Market’s first night of the 2016 season!  Every Thursday evening along Beacon 
Avenue until September 1. 
 
May 29 at 2:00 p.m. - Sidney Concert Band invites you to “Swing into Spring” family friendly concert at the Mary Winspear Centre. 
 
May 31 at 1:30 p.m. - BC Transit Travel Training Tuesday at the SHOAL Centre. 
 
 

June 
June 4 - Access Awareness Day in Sidney! 
 10:00 a.m.  Scooter Rodeo at Sidney All Care followed by Mobility Parade to SHOAL Centre 

 11:00 a.m. Access Awareness Information Fair begins at the SHOAL Centre 
 11:15 a.m. Opening Ceremonies  

 12:00 p.m.  BBQ Lunch  

 1:00 p.m.  Keynote Speakers 

  1:30 p.m. Tribute to Helen Martin and Jeannette Hughes Award 

 
June 12 between 7:00 a.m. - 9:30 a.m. - Ironman 70.3 Victoria bike race will be passing through Sidney (Lochside, Fifth, Malaview, 
Resthaven).  Watch for cyclists and obey traffic personnel along the route. 
 
June 26 at 2:00 p.m. - Sidney Concert Band performs a free concert in the pavilion in Beacon Park. 
 
June 30 -  Sidney Days! 
 3:30 p.m. Thrifty Foods Community Barbeque in Beacon Park 
 7:30 p.m. Entertainment  
 8:00 p.m. Opening Ceremonies  |  Citizenship Reaffirmation Ceremony  |  Singing of O’Canada 
 8:30 p.m. Birthday Cake and music 
 10:00 p.m. Musical Fireworks Extravaganza along Sidney’s waterfront 
 
July 1 - Canada Day! 
 8:00 a.m. Sidney Lions Pancake Breakfast at the Mary Winspear Centre 
 11:30 a.m. Canada Day Parade along Beacon Avenue 
 12:00 p.m. Slegg Lumber Build-a-Boat competition in Beacon Park 
 12:30 p.m. Family Fun Fair at Iroquois Park (games, entertainment, food/beverages and much more!) 
 1:00 p.m. Free ice cream courtesy of Mayor and Council  (while supplies last) 
 1:30 p.m. Dog Show contest 
 2:00 p.m. Watermelon contest 
 4:30 p.m. Slegg Lumber Build-a-Boat race at Diver’s Point  
 

 

Upcoming Events in Sidney by the Sea! 
 

PROPOSED SIDNEY GATEWAY DEVELOPMENT 
 

The Victoria Airport Authority and Omicron’s proposed Gateway Development is one of the most significant 
development proposals to come to Sidney in many years. It is anticipated that the development application (i.e. 
Zoning/OCP amendment) for this project will be submitted to Council in mid-April. In preparation, the Town of 
Sidney has established a dedicated webpage on the Town’s website to provide a one-stop place for Sidney 
residents to keep informed about this project. It can be found off of the homepage under “Latest News in Sidney - 
Projects & Initiatives”. The webpage will provide the latest news, information, projected timelines and public 
consultation opportunities for this development. In addition you are also encouraged to come into the Town Hall 
and speak to Planning staff regarding any questions or concerns you may have. 
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