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Mayor’s Message
As we move into a New Year, there is a message I would like to relay to
our residents, on what makes Sidney the exceptional and beautiful Town
that it is.
Without question, Sidney will experience interesting changes over the
balance of this term. In many respects, the changes will be no different to
what any other Council has gone through during their terms of office.
I would like to point out to you that it's not just about the buildings –
their size, style of architecture and relative density that make a
community – but rather, it's about the people that reside within these
buildings. Your friends, your neighbours, the congregation in your local
church, your Rotary, Lions or Kiwanis members; the list is long.

Mayor Steve Price

In order to be a “complete community”, your Council must often look at
what’s best for the greater overall good of the town when we make
decisions on increasing residential density. These decisions are at times
challenging. However, the direction is clearly laid out for us in our Official
Community Plan and subset Downtown Local Area Plan.

All of us have the good fortune of being a citizen of Sidney because Councils of the past looked towards the
future and thought about the importance of providing appropriate housing choices. The Sidney we have today,
the Sidney you selected as your home, didn’t just appear; it occurred and was transformed over a period of
time with careful, long-term planning. The Sidney of 2016 looks very different than the Sidney of 2000 which
in turn looked very different than that of 1980. But we are a community that has progressed and evolved over
time and we will continue to do so through proper planning and stewardship.
So, as you watch this Council deliberate on what is best for the town over the balance of this term, please
remember; Councils of the past and of the future have an obligation to ensure Sidney remains a place for all,
with a balanced demographic, whether that be age, wealth, race or religion. We are only as strong as we are
because we are an open and inclusive community, which looks out for every resident, new and old.
On behalf of Sidney Town Council, I would like to wish all of our residents, volunteers and business owners a
happy and prosperous 2016!
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Overview of Council’s 2016 Strategic Plan
Council begins the New Year with a new plan for Sidney that was developed based on public feedback and
issues that are currently effecting Sidney. Three overarching goals will guide Council in their decision making
process and several key projects have been identified that are associated with furthering these goals. Provided
here is a brief outline of our 2016 Strategic Plan. The detailed plan can be viewed on the Town’s website.
Overarching Goal - Establishing a Resilient Economy:
 Redevelopment of Beacon Wharf - Sidney’s iconic Wharf is a central focal point that is enjoyed by
residents and visitors throughout the year. However, the Wharf needs major repairs and rather than a
short-term solution, we will undertake an in-depth visioning process that will garner ideas for
redevelopment options associated with the Wharf while also considering other possible uses that will
provide better access to Sidney’s downtown from the waterfront;
 Revitalization Tax Exemptions to promote downtown revitalization;
 Sidney is seeing a huge influx of development proposals. While the Town will continue to process these
applications in a timely and efficient manner, we are also aware that a number of additional major
proposals will be coming forward over the next three years - as a result we will ensure we have sufficient
resources to process these proposals and allow for necessary public engagement; and
 We will continue to work towards an employee/overflow parking lot at the Mary Winspear Centre to free
up parking for customers and visitors in the downtown core.
Overarching Goal - Establishing a Balanced Demographic:
 Development of attainable workforce housing;
 Construction of a new skate park; and
 To better market and promote our community for young families. This is to be a Council-led initiative that
will be undertaken by the two youngest members of Council, Councillors Bremner and McLennan.
Overarching Goal - Establishing a Quality, Living Environment:
 Complete a West Sidney Local Area Plan;
 Construct the new Community Safety Building; and
 Establish Downtown Public Realm Design Standards. This is a critical project for the downtown area and
will focus on streets, sidewalks, underground infrastructure and perhaps even a plaza space.
For the full, detailed Strategic Plan see the Town of Sidney website at www.sidney.ca.

Nominate a Local Volunteer for an Award
To recognize the Peninsula’s fabulous volunteer
spirit, Beacon Community Services (BCS) and the
Peninsula News Review (PNR) are again presenting
Hearts of the Community Volunteer Awards for
exemplary volunteer/community service on the
Peninsula. Awards include a $1,000 scholarship for
an outstanding youth volunteer. Nominate
outstanding individuals, groups or projects for
current or past volunteer work: nominations are due
by 4:00 p.m. Thursday, January 28.
Get a nomination form at www.beaconcs.ca or at the
PNR, the SHOAL Centre, BCS’s office at 9860 Third
Street, or any BCS Peninsula Thrift Shop.

All nominees will be honoured at a community
awards ceremony and luncheon on February 23,
11:00 a.m. at the Mary Winspear Centre (MWC). The
event
includes
live
entertainment,
special
presentations and a community luncheon; FREE
tickets will be available at the end of January at the
above locations or at the MWC.
For more
information, please visit www.beaconcs.ca.
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Recent Retirements
The Town would like to acknowledge the following staff who retired in the last year, and thank them for their
many years of dedicated, exceptional service:

Danny Loveridge: Labourer - 7 years
Hank Michno: Assistant Fire Chief/Training Officer - 15 years
Lloyd Rooke: Welder/Fabricator - over 35 years
James Tweedhope: Fire Chief - over 20 years
(Jim began his career with the Town in 1992 as a Labourer, then moved on to Fire Prevention Officer in 1997,
Assistant Chief of Operations/Prevention in 2005, and finally, Fire Chief in 2011)

Thank You Staff!
On December 7, 2015 Town Council acknowledged the following employees for their long-term years of
service, and whose dedication and commitment continues to make the Town an employer of choice:

Ann Collins, Engineering Technician - 15 years of service
Mike Harman, Deputy Fire Chief - 10 years of service

Sidney Fire Department Food Drive
The Sidney Fire Department THANKS
YOU for your support in this year’s annual
Food Drive for the Sidney Lion’s Club
Food Bank. The residents of Sidney
donated 232 boxes of food and raised
$5,365 for the Food Bank. Thank you!

Sidney Fire members unloading donations at the
Sidney Food Bank (Photo courtesy Peninsula
News Review)

Snow Clearing
In the event of a snowfall, the Town will keep major
arterial and collector streets open and will clear
snow and ice from as many local streets as possible,
particularly those in the downtown area. In addition,
snow and ice will be cleared from the sidewalks at
intersections and bus stops, with general priority
given to locations serving higher pedestrian volumes.
Residents, property owners and businesses are
reminded that the Town’s Streets and Traffic

Regulation Bylaw requires every resident to clear
snow and ice from the sidewalk in front of or
abutting their property. The Town is therefore
requesting cooperation from all residents in this
matter to ensure the safety and convenience of the
public at large. Please remember your elderly or
disabled neighbours who would appreciate your
assistance. Your efforts to make Sidney a safer allweather community are greatly appreciated.
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Emergency Preparedness
During the late evening hours of December 29th a 4.7 magnitude earthquake occurred centered only 8
kilometers east of Sidney. Many residents felt this earthquake and it serves as an excellent reminder that we
reside in a seismically active area and highlights the importance of personal emergency preparedness.
According to seismic experts, there is a 32% probability of a damaging earthquake occurring in our region in
the next 50 years. We cannot predict when this damaging event will occur. However, you can be prepared to
avoid injury, minimize property damage, and to survive afterwards for up to seven days without assistance.
The most important thing to remember during an earthquake:

Before an earthquake occurs:




Secure items that could fall and cause injuries (e.g., bookshelves, mirrors, light fixtures).
Store critical supplies (e.g., water, medication, and documents).
Plan how you will communicate with family members, including multiple methods, by making a family
emergency plan.

In May of 2014 the Town of Sidney’s disaster response capabilities were audited by Royal Roads University
students completing their Master’s Program in Disaster & Emergency Management. It was determined that
overall Sidney “has a well-functioning disaster and emergency management capability”.
Although encouraging, there are many areas we are focusing on that will further augment our municipal
preparedness, response, and recovery capabilities. Some of these we have already accomplished, such as
creating an evacuation strategy for extended care residents and updating our Hazard Risk & Vulnerability
Analysis. This year’s focus will be centered on the Community Safety Building (CSB) which, when completed,
will ensure the provision of emergency response and recovery services to our residents after a damaging
seismic event. In addition to the CSB we will also start the process of promoting Business Continuity Planning
for the private sector, and a mass notification system for Sidney residents intended strictly for the purpose of
emergency messaging.
For additional information on emergency preparedness please go to:


CRD: www.crd.bc.ca/prepare-yourself



Emergency Management BC: http://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/safety/emergency-preparednessresponse-recovery



Government of Canada: http://www.getprepared.gc.ca/index-en.aspx

Or contact the Sidney Fire Department at 250-656-2121 or bmikkelsen@sidney.ca and a firefighter will
respond to your question or request for a group emergency preparedness presentation.
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Emergency Preparedness (continued)
Stay Informed!
Residents are encouraged to follow
Sidney
Fire
on
Twitter
(@SidneyVFire). In the event of a
significant emergency, the Town will
activate an emergency banner at the
top of every page of the website
which
will
provide
updated
emergency information (see sample
to the right).

www.sidney.ca

Invasive Species Alert! Knotweed in Sidney
Knotweed is considered one of the world’s worst
invasive species and one of the top-ten invasive
species for eradication in BC.
Dense stands
eliminate all other vegetation and are extremely
difficult to eradicate. Ecological impacts include
destruction/threat to ecological processes, fish and
wildlife habitat, bank erosion and clogged
waterways.
Economic/Infrastructure impacts
include penetration of pavement and other
materials, damaging roads, foundations, other
structures and drainage systems.
Extremely
vigorous rhizomes/new plants can grow from small
rhizome or stem fragments.
Knotweeds are invasive perennials, with four species
found in British Columbia: Japanese knotweed
Bohemian knotweed, Giant knotweed, and
Himalayan knotweed. Knotweeds thrive in roadside
ditches, low-lying areas, irrigation canals, and other
water drainage systems.
Knotweeds spread rapidly through root systems that
may extend from a parent plant up to 20 metres
laterally and up to a depth of 3 metres. They thrive
on freshly disturbed soil in moist locations.
Knotweeds are dispersed by human activities or by
water to downstream areas, and are of particular
concern in riparian areas and areas prone to seasonal
high water or flooding.

Sidney has partnered with CRISP, Capitol Region
Invasive Species Partnership, in a combined effort to
eradicate knotweed.
Knotweed sites on public lands are treated by Parks
staff. The stems are cut back, then injected with a
translocating herbicide (glyphosate) that is absorbed
into the plants, and down to the roots. Knotweed
will often require secondary treatment to eradicate a
site.
Once identified on private property, Knotweed sites
are then registered in a database. CRISP then enters
into an agreement with the property owner to allow
private contractors hired by CRISP to enter the
property for treatment. This is done at no expense to
the property owner. For more information about
Knotweed, see www.coastalisc.com. To report a site
in Sidney, please call 250-655-5431.
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News from the Sidney/North Saanich RCMP
Secure Your Home and Belongings
The Sidney/North Saanich RCMP responded to 46
residential break ins in 2015. The majority of break
ins occurred while the homeowner was away from
the residence.
These crimes are most often
committed by prolific offenders in search of
jewellery, money, electronics, and other valuables
that they can turn a quick profit on. In most cases,
entry into a residence was gained through an
unlocked window or door. In other cases, entry was
gained by smashing a rear patio door or window. To
combat break ins, members of the Sidney/North
Saanich RCMP have received specialized training in
Crime Prevention through Environmental Design
(CPTED) – and we offer home and business security
check services free of charge to provide you with
tips on how to better secure your property. We have
listed some tips below; if you would like to schedule
a home or business security check, please contact
Cpl.
Erin
Fraser
at
250-656-3931
or
erin.fraser@rcmp-grc.gc.ca.


Can your home be seen from the road or by
other residents in the neighbourhood? High













hedges or fences may provide privacy but they
also provide a thief with the perfect
concealment.
Don’t leave items (i.e. tools, ladders) laying in the
yard. Secure them in a shed or garage out of view
when not in use. Ladders can be used to access
open windows on the top floor.
Lock car doors and keep the windows up at night
or when the vehicle isn’t in use. Don’t leave the
garage door opener clipped to the sun visor or in
plain view.
Lock all doors, close and lock all windows when
not a home. Put the garage door down and lock
the garage door when not in use.
Don’t leave newspapers or mail lying around.
Exterior doors should be secured using deadbolts
with a minimum 1 inch throw.
If you are going to be away in the evening or
longer, put a light on a timer.
Install an alarm system. Install motion detected
lights at the front and rear of the house.
Report suspicious activity in your neighbourhood
(i.e. individuals knocking on your door to ask for
directions – these individuals may simply be
trying to see if anyone is home).

Sidney Family Days ~ a 3-Day LEGO Brick Festival!
For the fourth consecutive year, downtown Sidney
businesses are gearing up for another Family Day
weekend of LEGO based events. Sidney Family Days
‐ a LEGO Brick Festival will happen February 6th,
7th and 8th, 2016 from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. each day.
Sidney restaurants and businesses will be open to
welcome families. The theme this year is AVIATION
and back once again is Robin Sather, Canada’s only
certified LEGO professional. This year Robin will
build an amazing Viking Twin Otter Airplane.
Saturday the fun will start with the launch of the
LEGO brick scavenger hunt throughout downtown
Sidney. Maps will be available at the Sidney Museum
and participating merchants for avid hunters to start
their quest. The Ocean Discovery Centre will have
underwater LEGO and VicLUG will have an intricate
display of LEGO creations at the Pier Hotel all
weekend. The Star Cinema will be showing kid’s
movies during the weekend as well! Watch for the
Ocean 98.5 Community Cruiser to visit Sidney every
day. On Sunday & Monday, all the fun activities

continue and Robin completes construction of his
work of art at the Mary Winspear Centre. Visitors
will help Robin build a large LEGO mosaic, which will
match the design of the airplane. The Mary Winspear
Centre will also have LEGO play areas for all ages,
and a community open house where families can
learn about the activities available to family and
youth in the Sidney area. The Rock Fish Divers will
be at the Sidney Pier on Sunday to build underwater
LEGO structures displayed on live screens on the
dock!
So take the children, grandchildren, nieces and
nephews of all ages out to explore Sidney in search
of exciting LEGO displays, and enter your completed
treasure map at the Sidney Museum for a chance to
win a wonderful prize. Watch for draw boxes and
door prize opportunities for fabulous LEGO prizes all
weekend.
www.distinctlysidney.ca
Facebook.com/SidneyFamilyDayWeekend
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Allbay Road Infrastructure Replacement Project
This project is now complete! Cooperation of local residents was greatly appreciated during this long and
challenging project. Water mains, sanitary sewers, storm drains, roads and boulevards were all replaced.
Some details of the project include:







678 m of water main replaced with new 100mm and
200mm diameter PVC pipe;
583m of sanitary sewer replaced with new 200mm diameter
PVC pipe;
571m of storm drain replaced with new 200mm diameter
PVC pipe;
670m of roadworks;
162 m3 of rock blasted and removed; and
Hedges, bushes and boulevard restoration.

Sewer line installation on Allbay Road

Paving on Lyme Grove Crescent

Replacement of the 100mm diameter water main with 200mm
pipe ensures that there is more than adequate water available
for firefighting. The replacement of all the underground works
is estimated to be sufficient for the next 50 to 60 years. The
road surface is expected to have a shorter lifespan of
approximately 30 years.

The construction budget for this project was
$1,689,000. The actual cost (including a small amount for
reseeding and boulevard restoration in 2016) was
$1,350,000. The savings of over $330,000 will remain in the
Infrastructure Reserve to fund future projects. The Town
transfers a set amount to Infrastructure Reserves each year.
We then use these funds to replace our existing Road and
Underground infrastructure. By budgeting a consistent
amount each year, we are able to avoid large tax fluctuations
in years like 2015, where we have an extraordinary amount
of capital replacement work.

Water line installation on Allbay Road

Upcoming Events in Sidney by the Sea!
January
January 1 - March 30 - The Lego Awakens exhibit at the Sidney Museum (2423 Beacon Avenue).
January 12 at 2:00 p.m. - Mile Zero Tours presents a free travel presentation showcasing their 2016
Tours at the Mary Winspear Centre (2243 Beacon Avenue).
January 16 - 23 - Wendy Pickens will be holding private workshops at the Tulista Park Community
Arts Centre (9565 Fifth Street).
January 25 - 31 - Diane Thorp and Sandy Bligh will be holding painting and weaving workshops at the
Tulista Park Community Arts Centre.
February
February 1 - 29 - Saanich Peninsula Arts & Crafts is holding workshops for members at the Tulista
Park Community Arts Centre.
February 6 - 8 - Family Days in Sidney! (See page 6 for details.)
February 21 at 2:30 p.m. - Via Choralis presents “Winter Journeys” at St. Elizabeth’s Catholic Church
(10030 Third Street). Join Via Choralis and special guests Sequoia Women’s Ensemble as they sing
choral music for a winter’s journey. Music by Canadian composers Kathleen Allen and Nicholas
Fairbank as well as works from Australia, United States and Europe. Advance tickets at Tanner’s
Books or at the door ($15 adult / $5 student).
March
March 1 - 30 - The Community Arts Council of the Saanich Peninsula presents “Small Expressions” art
show at the Tulista Park Community Arts Centre.
March 27 at 1:00 p.m. - Easter Egg Hunt at Dominion Brook Park (on East Saanich Road across from
Panorama Recreation Centre).

www.sidney.ca

For all Mary Winspear Centre events ,
please visit their website at www.marywinspear.ca
Sidney / North Saanich Citizens on Patrol - VOLUNTEERS WANTED!
If you are interested in a volunteer position with this active group and would like
more information, please contact Bill Rothery at 250-656-9293 or
Anouschka Bruggeman at 250-813-3325.

