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Mayor’s Message
On behalf of Sidney Council, I would
like to begin by thanking everyone
who was involved with producing
another successful Sidney Days /
Canada Day Celebration. Hundreds of
volunteer hours go into planning this
event and the final product is the
wonderful fun,
family friendly
celebration we all enjoy. It is a great
kick off to the summer!
The remainder of the season will be
busy advancing Council’s identified
2016 Strategic Priorities with several
significant projects underway. Here is
a brief update on what is happening:
Density Review: We are now in the
final stages of Phase II of the
downtown and multifamily density
review. The final report makes
seventeen recommendations for
policy changes to be incorporated
into the Town’s OCP and Zoning
Bylaws. We are confident that these
changes will provide clarity to the
density issue and, in doing so,
encourage the redevelopment of our
downtown as a vibrant, mixed-use
area. The full report can be found on
the Town’s website.
Parking Study: A Downtown Parking
Study has been completed and is now
being reviewed by staff to report
back to Council. The study includes
some key topics such as: day-to-day
operations of downtown streets,
design,
requirements
for
development and future capital
projects to provide parking.

Downtown Streetscape & Urban
Design Standards: This is an
important
time
in
Sidney’s
development. Our downtown is
seeing change, and the role of this
project is to make sure that change
happens in a way that will greatly
improve
the
Town’s
built
environment, from the buildings to
the streets to the public spaces. The
intent of the project is to develop a
wide variety of design standards for
every aspect of the downtown;
building on what is already a pretty
great place. The project will include a
significant amount of community and
stakeholder input as it moves
forward.
Waterfront Visioning: Initially, this
project was intended to focus strictly
on Beacon Wharf. However, in
retrospect,
we
realized
the
importance of expanding this project
into a complete waterfront visioning
process that establishes a broad
vision for future improvements to
one
of
our
most
significant
community assets. The focus area will
encompass the Sidney waterfront
from Bevan Fishing Pier to the south
and Port Sidney to the north. The
project is expected to begin in August
and will include significant community
and stakeholder engagement.
West Sidney Local Area Plan (LAP): A
consultant has been selected to work
with Town staff and stakeholders
including the west Sidney business
community,
property
owners,

Mayor Steve Price
residents north of Beacon Avenue
West and the VAA. The purpose of
the West Sidney LAP is to establish
future
desired
infrastructure
elements and appropriate land uses
for the lands west of Highway 17.
Construction of the Aranza on
Fourth: The Aranza will be a 5-storey
mixed-use development containing
56 multi-family rental units and
represents a significant step towards
addressing our strategic priority of
Attainable Workforce Housing. A
Building
permit,
along
with
construction drawings, have been
submitted and construction is
expected to commence in late
August.
For more information on these and
other projects, check out the Town’s
website at www.sidney.ca and look
under “Latest News” on the
homepage. Or, come into the
municipal hall and one of our staff will
be happy to answer any questions.
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Sidney Celebrates!
The Town of Sidney has been working with other community groups during the past year to plan celebrations
for 2017; a special year for both the Town and our country. It is the 50th Anniversary of Sidney’s
reincorporation as a “town” and the 150th anniversary of Canadian Confederation.
On January 1st, 1967, Sidney was reincorporated as the “The Town of Sidney”, the
name we all know it as today. Prior to 1967, Sidney was “The Corporation of the
Village of Sidney”, its official name and standing since its incorporation on
September 30, 1952. On January 1st, 2017, the Mayor and Council will host an
afternoon tea at the Mary Winspear Centre, to celebrate this milestone. The
Sidney Museum and Archives will be on hand to share their wealth of knowledge
and historical information. There will be games for the kids and entertainment for
everyone. Although the event will be free to Sidney residents, tickets will be
required and will be available closer to the event. Keep an eye on the Town’s social
media channels, Twitter and Facebook, for details on tickets.
During June and July 2017, Sidney will join communities across the country
to celebrate the 150th anniversary of Canadian Confederation. Planning is
currently underway to provide several opportunities for people to come
together and celebrate, recognize our history and our people, and leave a
lasting legacy for future generations. A website will be established to keep
everyone up-to-date on the latest plans as they become available at
www.anniversary2017.sidney.ca. Events for Canada 150 will include:





Community street party;
Children’s carnival;
Dinner en rouge; and
Of course – a bigger, brighter, Canada Day Celebration!

We encourage all other community organizations, businesses and residents to get involved with the
celebrations in 2017. If you are interested in volunteering or have ideas you would like to share, contact Kenny
Podmore, 2017 Anniversary Coordinator, at 250-655-4631 or anniversary2017@sidney.ca.

2017 Sidney Sister Cities Calendar
In recognition of the two special anniversaries being celebrated in
Sidney in 2017, the Sidney Sister Cities Association has produced
a “Collector's Edition” of its highly anticipated 2017 Town of
Sidney Calendar.
Available now at Tanner's and capturing the year round charm of
Sidney, the calendar displays the photographic skills of local
photographers and makes an ideal wall adornment for not only
Sidney citizens but also for friends, relatives and business
associates who live near and far away. The large calendar and
the desk calendar (new this year) are each competitively priced at
$11.99 + taxes. A limited number of each are sure to sell out very
quickly.
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Lochside Paving!
The Town is pleased to advise that the BC Ministry of Transportation
has committed to paving Lochside Drive this summer! This stretch of
road is under the jurisdiction of the Province and is one of the
roughest in Sidney. The paving is scheduled to take place in
September 2016 and will run from McTavish Roundabout all the way
up Lochside/Fifth Street to the Anacortes Ferry Terminal, past the
Terminal entrance and ending at the intersection of First and Second
Streets. Bike lanes will also be included in the repaving project.

On-Street Parking Spaces in the Downtown Core
For many years, Sidney painted “T’s and L’s” on the
pavement to delineate parking spots in the
downtown core. The markers were for guidance
only, and straddling a marker was not a ticketable
offense. Unfortunately, weathering and traffic wears
away the markings and repainting was required
every second year – this was a significant cost to the
Town. An additional problem was that parking space
markings were for ‘standard length’ vehicles, when in
fact there is a very wide range in vehicle lengths (eg:

a SmartCar measures 2.7m, a long box crewcab
pickup measures 6.7m). In 2015, the Town decided
not to repaint the markings and to leave it up to
drivers to park in an orderly manner, using spacing
that is appropriate for the length of their vehicle.
This is a practice that is used in several other local
jurisdictions. If you would like to provide feedback
on this change, please contact the Town’s
Engineering department at engineering@sidney.ca or
250-656-4502.

Community Safety Building Update
On June 27, Sidney Council identified a new location for the new Community Safety Building (CSB). This site
encompasses Town owned land currently occupied by the skate park, and adjoining lands to the south leased
from the Victoria Airport Authority.
The requirement for a new Community Safety Building has been well established and is unanimously
supported by Town Council. Sidney’s current fire and ambulance infrastructure on Third Street will not
withstand a moderate to severe seismic event undermining or worst case eliminating fire and ambulance
response to Sidney residents when they need it most.
Additionally, a new Community Safety Building site will enable emergency responders to safely drill on site
which is not feasible at the current fire hall. The new CSB will not only house firefighters, paramedics, and the
Peninsula Emergency Measures Organization (PEMO), but also function as the Town’s Emergency Operation
Center (EOC), a secondary Town Hall site, and serve as a site for emergency response agencies to train such as
Canada Coast Guard, RCMP, and our mutual aid partners.
You are encouraged to visit the Town’s website at www.sidney.ca to inform yourself about the CSB project
and to attend the public open house on August 17 from 3:00 - 6:00 p.m. at the Mary Winspear Centre. Your
input and feedback is encouraged for what will be an exciting and valued fire and life safety asset addition for
the Town of Sidney.
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New Sidney Skatepark!
Earlier this year, Council approved a project to build a new Skatepark in Tulista Park. Two Open Houses were
held to gather input from the public and the skate community. Thanks to all those who participated – we now
have some exciting ideas to incorporate in the design! The conceptual design below is being developed by
New Line Skateparks Ltd. into a set of detailed construction drawings. Due to foundation conditions (soft
clays) at the site, sub-excavation and pre-loading will be required. This will begin in July 2016. After soil
consolidation is complete, construction of the park is expected to occur in the spring of 2017.

Downtown Mixed-Use & Multi-Family Density Review
In October 2015, the Town embarked on a review of how residential density is regulated in the downtown
core and multi-family residential areas. The Town’s consultant, Barefoot Planning, has now completed Phases
1 and 2 of the study, and made a presentation to Council on July 11. Further discussion of the study’s
recommendations will take place at a Committee of the Whole meeting in September.
The major recommendations of the study include:
 Changing density regulation from UPH (units/hectare) to FAR (floor area ratio);
 Implementing base and bonus FAR maximums for each zone;
 Incorporation of amenity contribution levels required for bonus FAR directly in the Zoning Bylaw;
 A requirement that at least 10% of new multi-family units be 3 bedroom, with buildings required to be
at least 2 storeys in height;
 Minimum 2 storey building face in C1 zone, with maximum setback of 4.5m;
th
 Upper storey stepbacks only on 4 storey and above. Additional stepbacks bordering areas designated
for single-family and two-family development; and
 Reductions in required levels of off-street (private) parking requirements for Commercial uses, and a
reduction of the cash-in-lieu fee used when developers do not provide the required levels of parking.
For more information on this project, please contact the Development Services Department.
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From the Archives ~ Boondocks: Feed of Another Kind
When enjoying a pleasant meal and beverage in
Sidney's neighbourhood pub Boondocks, you likely
do not realize that the building you are in is one of
the oldest remaining business structures in the Town
of Sidney.
It is thought that the building was built during the
mid-1890s and used by the Victoria & Sidney
Railway as a repair and storage shop. However, land
records do not indicate any structure on the
property until after 1906, when it was first recorded
as being used as a Grist Mill and Machine Shop by
John J. Norton. This is interesting in itself, as it is the
first reference of grist milling in the district since
Brackman & Ker moved their operations from North
Saanich to Victoria in the early 1890s. The twostorey building was constructed of wood with
corrugated iron siding on the exterior.
By 1910 John Birch Kelly was running the business
and developed it over next four years to include
dealing in flour, grain, poultry feed, field and garden
seeds and also the milling of grain. In addition to
staple products, Kelly also sold lime, cement and coal
to the residents and businesses of the district.
Kelly operated the business until the end of May
1914, when he sold it to Fletcher North of the real
estate firm McKillian & North. "Prominent Business
House Change Hands" declared the front page
headline in the Sidney Review.
North would
operate the business for only seven months before
deciding to sell it to the Sidney Trading Company in
early 1915. The new owners appointed H. A.
McKillian, North's former real estate partner, as the
manager of the business.
The firm of Vernon & Buckerfield are recorded as
running a feed business in June 1921, however it is
not clear whether or not they were operating out of
the same building. Their advertisements at the time
state that they were located at the old V & S Station,
which was actually kitty-corner to the building.
Whatever the case may have been, by the end of
1923 they were operating out of the Boondocks
location.
Under the headline, "Change in Grain and Feed
Business," it was announced on January 11, 1924

that the company would henceforth be run under
the name of Mounce Feed Co., and would be the
agents for Vernon and Buckerfield in the district. C.
C. Mounce, a former employee of Vernon and
Buckerfield in Vancouver, was to run and manage
the company. The business ran under that name
until April 1, 1938, when the company's name was
changed to Buckerfield’s Ltd. Mounce continued to
manage the business after the name changed until
June 31, 1957, when they closed the Sidney store.
From then thru 1963 the building remained vacant
until being occupied again by Uncle Dudley's Trading
Post, which would operate there until 1975. Over
the next decade a number of business occupied the
premises; some of these were Leitch And McBride
Sails, Ltd., The Sea Chest Sailing Shop, Sidney Sailors
Exchange Ltd., Beacon Taxi and Raggedy Ann's
seamstress shop.
In October 1985 Carrlington-Wyatt Tea Room
occupied part of the building, then Squid Roe
Restaurant, Joel's Bistro, The Sidney Tea Room
Restaurant, and Griffins of First consecutively. Also
occupying the build during the same time was Tina
Andresson Holmes Studio & Art School; the TCA
Depot and office of C. McAvity. Boondocks, the
present occupant, have been serving the public since
February 1999.
Brad R. Morrison
Sidney Archives Manager
250-655-5455

Upcoming Events in Sidney by the Sea!
Every Thursday until September 1 - ”Sidney Street Market” from 5:30 - 8:30 p.m. on Beacon Avenue.
Every Sunday in July and August - “Summer Sounds” in Beacon Park from 2:00 - 4:00 p.m.
Every Tuesday in July and August - “Play in the Park” from 5:30 - 8:30 p.m. in Rathdown Park.
Every Thursday in July and August - ”Play in the Park” from 5:30 - 8:30 p.m. in Iroquois Park.
Every Tuesday in July and August (except August 30) - “Open Air Library” from 10:00 a.m. - noon in
Beacon Park.
Saturday, July 23 - ”BC Aviation Museum Open House” from 10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. at 1910
Norseman Road.
Friday, August 12 - “Island String Players Society” perform from 6:30 - 8:00 p.m. in the Beacon Park
Pavilion.
Sunday, August 14 - “Coast Capital Insurance Auto Extravaganza Car Show” presented by the Torque
Masters Car Club from 8:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. along Beacon Avenue and at various locations in
downtown Sidney.
Wednesday, August 17 - ”Community Safety Building Open House” from 3:00 - 6:00 p.m. at the
Mary Winspear Centre (there will be Question & Answer sessions at 4:00 and 5:00 p.m.).
Monday, August 22 - “Sidney International Folk Dancers” perform from 7:00 - 9:00 p.m. in the
Beacon Park Pavilion.
Sunday, August 28 - “Bed Races on Beacon” from noon - 3:00 p.m. on Beacon Avenue.
Monday, August 29 - ”Council Meet & Greet” from 5:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m. in Council Chambers.

For all Sidney events, visit the
Distinctly Sidney website at
www.distinctlysidney.ca/events/calendar/
Sidney / North Saanich Citizens on Patrol - VOLUNTEERS WANTED!
If you are interested in a volunteer position with this active group and would like
more information, please contact Bill Rothery at 250-656-9293 or
Anouschka Bruggeman at 250-813-3325. For Speed Watch information,
please contact Michelle Hayes at 250-656-6812.

