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1. INTRODUCTION

MAP: STUDY AREA

PROJECT OVERVIEW

The iconic Beacon Wharf – which is enjoyed by 
residents and visitors throughout the year – is in need 
of major repairs to ensure its safety and integrity. 
Similarly, the Bevan Fishing Pier, Diver’s Point, and 
the waterfront walkway also require expensive 
maintenance and/or repair. As a result, the Town 
needs a long-term plan to inform the future of these 
key assets.

The intent of this project is to [a] provide a “road 
map” to guide future investment in the area, with a 
view toward attracting more visitors and managing 
these key marine assets; [b] identify options for 
adding vitality and vibrancy, enhancing it as a place 
where residents and visitors alike enjoy spending 
time; and, [c] support Council’s goal of enhancing the 
downtown waterfront as a gateway to and from the 
ocean.

The final plan will be based on public and stakeholder 
input, contemporary best practices, and waterfront 
planning principles. The resulting recommendations 
will ensure that the key elements of the Downtown 
Waterfront complement each other and create a 
strong, cohesive identity.

PROJECT PROCESS

Wtt

The Town of Sidney is developing a vision for the Downtown Waterfront. The goal of the 
project is to identify options for adding vibrancy and vitaility to this area, enhancing it as a 
place where residents and visitors enjoy spending time throughout the year.
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2. CONTEXT ANALYSIS
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The below diagram is a visual summary of the Project Team’s more detailed context 
analyses.
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3. SITE ANALYSIS
The below diagram is a visual summary of the Project Team’s more detailed site analyses.
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4. POLICY OVERVIEW

OCP POLICY DIRECTION
Vision for Sidney
• A balanced, vibrant waterfront community

Land Use Designations
P = PARK 
• Relevant Objectives & Policies

• Provide safe and convenient public access to the 
beach, waterfront, and open space

• Expand a public waterfront open space network
• Respond to the needs of all age groups
• Establish and expand pedestrian linkages 
• Establish a central public open space in downtown 

COM-1 = DOWNTOWN COMMERCIAL
• Relevant Objectives & Policies

• Provide public waterfront access and amenities
• Create a unique sense of place in the downtown 

M = MARINE
• Relevant Objectives & Policies

• Encourage tourist-oriented marine uses
• Encourage marine transportation-oriented uses
• Promote a diverse mix of marine recreation
• Promote enhancement of publicly-accessible 

marina facilities
• Enhance the potential for small cruise ship and 

Sidney Spit Ferry docking facilities at Beacon Wharf
• Redeveloped a pedestrian-oriented Beacon Wharf 

with only limited vehicular traffic permitted
• Explore a public market on Beacon Wharf 

OCP Land Use Map

LAP POLICY DIRECTION
Relevant Objectives
• A dynamic and diverse maritime destination
• Intensive day and night time uses
• Provide high quality civic spaces and establish 

enhanced linkages to the waterfront
• Integrate waterfront uses that will connect the 

waterfront to downtown

Relevant Policies 
• Establish uses and activities that enhance the 

unique character of the waterfront and foster the 
community’s relationship with the shoreline

• Ensure a diversity of open spaces and public access 
to the waterfront

• Encourage a marina expansion
• Provide public facilities (e.g., restrooms, drinking 

fountains) in open spaces and public access areas
• Provide services to visitors by allowing appropriate 

commercial activities (e.g., food and beverage 
stands or carts, bike, skate, or kayak rentals

• Improve wayfinding through signage and landmarks
• Encourage high quality design of buildings and 

public spaces

LAP Waterfront Concept Map

The OCP and the Downtown/Downtown Waterfront Local Area Plan (LAP) both support the 
creation of an active, vibrant waterfront with a mix of uses, year-round activity, convenient 
access, and things to do for residents and visitors of all ages.
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What are the area’s 
greatest strengths?

Write your ideas on a sticky note 
and add them below.
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5. WHAT’S GOOD? WHAT’S NOT?
What could be 

improved?
Write your ideas on a sticky note 

and add them below.



Write your ideas on a sticky note and add them below.
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6. INVEST IN THE WATERFRONT
If you could concentrate investment on one aspect of the waterfront, 
what would it be?
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Write your ideas on a sticky note and add them below.

7. MAKE A CHANGE
If you could change (or add) one thing to the Downtown Waterfront, 
what would it be?
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Write your ideas on a sticky note and add them below.

8. INSPIRING WATERFRONTS
Have you been to any comparable waterfront areas that you enjoyed? 
If so, where were they and what was special about them?
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Place a sticky dot below the top THREE images that you like the most for Sidney.

9. WHAT DO YOU LIKE?
The below images are taken from great waterfronts around the world. 
Tell us what you would most like to see on the Sidney waterfront.
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Place a sticky dot below the top THREE images that you like the most for Sidney.

10. WHAT ELSE DO YOU LIKE?
The below images are taken from great waterfronts around the world. 
Tell us what you would most like to see on the Sidney waterfront.


