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1. INTRODUCTION

MAP: STUDY AREA

PROJECT OVERVIEW
The iconic Beacon Wharf – which is enjoyed by 
residents and visitors throughout the year – is in need 
of major repairs to ensure its safety and integrity. 
Similarly, the Bevan Fishing Pier, Diver’s Point, and 
the waterfront walkway also require expensive 
maintenance and/or repair. As a result, the Town 
needs a long-term plan to inform the future of these 
key assets.

The intent of this project is to [a] provide a “road 
map” to guide future investment in the area, with a 
view toward attracting more visitors and managing 
these key marine assets; [b] identify options for 
adding vitality and vibrancy, enhancing it as a place 
where residents and visitors alike enjoy spending 
time; and, [c] support Council’s goal of enhancing the 
downtown waterfront as a gateway to and from the 
ocean.

The final plan will be based on public and stakeholder 
input, contemporary best practices, and waterfront 
planning principles. The resulting recommendations 
will ensure that the key elements of the Downtown 
Waterfront complement each other and create a 
strong, cohesive identity.

PROJECT PROCESS
 

The Town of Sidney is developing a vision for the Downtown Waterfront. The goal of the 
project is to identify options for adding vibrancy and vitality to this area, enhancing it as a 
place where residents and visitors enjoy spending time throughout the year.

WE ARE 
HERE
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2. IDEAS GALLERY

OBJECTIVE
The main objective of the Ideas Gallery is to vote 
on individual ideas that were generated at the 
workshop – not to vote on the displayed plans, 
themselves.

LOGISTICS
Use the below steps to guide your participation:

1. Waterfront Planning Principles
Prior to voting on the plan ideas, you have an 
opportunity to vote for your preferred waterfront 
planning principles on the next board. These principles 
will help form a planning framework on which the final 
vision will be built.

Vote for your top 3 principles.

2. Ideas Gallery Voting
The gallery is your opportunity to vote on your top 
Downtown Waterfront ideas. Spend some time 
reviewing all of the plans, and then select just those 
individual elements that you prefer. Do not place 
more than one ‘dot’ on any one idea.

Vote on your top 6 ideas (total, all plans)

3. What’s Missing?
After reviewing and voting on all the presented ideas, 
you can write any ‘missing’ ideas or principles that 
you may have on a sticky note and place it on the 
provided display board.

4. Comments
Finally, you are welcome to leave a comment form to 
share your thoughts on any of the ideas presented (or 
missing).

We thank you for your participation.

ENGAGEMENT, SO FAR
Stakeholder Workshop
On September 23, the Project Team hosted a 
stakeholder workshop to take the issues and 
opportunities identified at the Ideas Fair and begin to 
generate ideas for the final vision.

These ideas are not meant to represent the final plan; 
however, they will inform the final vision document, 
which will also be based on public feedback and best 
practices in waterfront planning and design. 

Public Ideas Fair
On August 13, the Project Team hosted an Ideas Fair 
on the Downtown Waterfront. A series of interactive 
display boards, colouring sheets, a video booth, and 
surveys provided multiple platforms to harvest ideas 
from the public.

The purpose of this Ideas Gallery is to allow the public to share feedback and comment on 
the ideas generated at the Stakeholder Workshop in September. This feedback will inform 
the development of the final vision options to be presented to Council.
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Place a sticky dot next to your top THREE principles.

3. Waterfront Planning Principles
Principles are guiding concepts that the final vision document should 
speak to. Tell us which of the below principles are most important to 
the future of the Downtown Waterfront area.

1. Accessibility and continuity of the waterfront area
i.e., ensuring strong linkages to/from downtown as well as north-south extensions of the waterfront walkway

2. Access to and connection to the water
i.e., creating opportunities to reach the water via built (e.g., piers, docks, boats) and natural (e.g., beaches, rocks) features 

3. Flexibility of space and use
i.e., designing public spaces that can be used for multiple activity types throughout the day and year

4. Ecological health, resilience, and integrity
i.e., restoring, enhancing, and embracing some of the natural shoreline and marine conditions

5. Playfulness, whimsy
i.e., incorporating elements (e.g., benches, landscaping) that are interactive and tactile, rather than passive and ornamental

6. High quality design
i.e., ensuring a high standard of design that endures, rather than feeling kitschy or hokey

7. Economic vitality
i.e., focusing on activities and uses that bring economic activity to the waterfront and adjacent areas (e.g., downtown)

8. Tourism / visitor experience
i.e., creating a memorable and distinct experience that attracts visitors and strengthens the local tourism industry

9. Identity and ‘Sense of Place’
i.e., developing a cohesive character that can be seen and ‘felt’ by residents and visitors alike.

10. Social vibrancy
i.e., ensuring designs and uses that encourage day and night activity on the waterfront, year round.

11. Broad appeal – all ages and abilities
i.e., incorporating elements that appeal to all ages and are accessible to all abilities

12. Utilize partnerships, investment
i.e., seeking out partnerships and funding sources to maximize investment on the waterfront

13. Acknowledge historical, cultural, and First Nation significance
i.e., incorporating educational and celebratory elements within the waterfront area
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After reviewing all boards, vote for your top 6 individual ideas.

4. Workshop Concept Plan A
The below Concept Plan is an outcome from the stakeholder design 
workshop. Review all six plans before voting on your preferred ideas.
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After reviewing all boards, vote for your top 6 individual ideas.

5. Workshop Concept Plan B
The below Concept Plan is an outcome from the stakeholder design 
workshop. Review all six plans before voting on your preferred ideas.
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After reviewing all boards, vote for your top 6 individual ideas.

6. Workshop Concept Plan C
The below Concept Plan is an outcome from the stakeholder design 
workshop. Review all six plans before voting on your preferred ideas.
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After reviewing all boards, vote for your top 6 individual ideas.

7. Workshop Site Plan A
The below Site Plan is an outcome from the stakeholder design 
workshop. Review all six plans before voting on your preferred ideas.



sidney.ca/waterfront

After reviewing all boards, vote for your top 6 individual ideas.

8. Workshop Site Plan B
The below Site Plan is an outcome from the stakeholder design 
workshop. Review all six plans before voting on your preferred ideas.
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After reviewing all boards, vote for your top 6 individual ideas.

9. Workshop Site Plan C
The below Site Plan is an outcome from the stakeholder design 
workshop. Review all six plans before voting on your preferred ideas.
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Write your idea on a sticky note and place it below.

10. What’s missing?
There are many more ideas that could be incorporated into a final 
vision for the Downtown Waterfront. Share any that you have, here.


