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Mayor’s Message
This summer is going to be
packed with amazing events
and initiatives focused on
recognizing and celebrating
Canada’s 150th Anniversary of
Confederation and Sidney’s
50th
Anniversary
of
reincorporation as a town! It’s
a time for Canadians to come
Mayor Steve Price together to celebrate the
greatest nation on earth; and
here in Sidney, it’s a time to celebrate what we all
consider to be the greatest place to live in Canada.
“Sidney Celebrates Canada 150” kicks off May 3rd
with a two-month long Comic Book Festival. The
Museum will host a special comic book exhibit titled
“Up, Up and Away – Comic Book Superheroes and
Our Culture”. The exhibit is packed with fun
activities for the kids such as May 6th Superheroes
Day where kids can meet some of their favorite
superheroes and create their own. Also on May 6th is
Star Wars Day at the Library.
You can learn to create your own comic book at
McTavish Academy or find out if “There’s a
Superhero in You?” with Dr. Paul Zehr at the Library.
Enjoy an outdoor screening of the movie “Big Hero
6” at Greenglade Community Centre by Panorama
Recreation and then on June 11th, meet the movie’s
director, Disney Studio’s Chris Williams, at the
Vancouver Island Comic Con at the Mary Winspear
Centre. You don’t want to miss this action packed
day that includes artists, writers, cosplayers, gamers,
dealers, collectors and informative panels.

June 24th, part of Beacon Avenue will shut down for
a 1950’s themed street party complete with live
entertainment, food trucks and games for the kids.
The Sidney ANAVets will start the day off with the
Ladies Auxiliary garage sale in the parking lot, hot
dogs, face painting, and music.
June 25th is a big day in Beacon Park, beginning with
a Children’s Carnival and ending with the classy
“Dinner en Rouge” in the evening.
June 26th, the SHOAL Centre will host “Celebrate the
Roots of our Community”. This event includes a tree
planting and creation of a memory tree by
participants, buffet lunch, cake and entertainment.
June 29th our ever popular Sidney Street Market will
paint the town red and white and stay open an hour
later.
Sidney Days - which runs from June 30th to July 2nd will be bigger, brighter and bolder than ever before.
This three-day event is not to be missed. It will
include all the old favorites and many new, exciting
events and initiatives including free ice cream from
Sidney Council at the Family Fun Fair!
Finally, we will round off the year with a brand new
running race for Sidney on September 24th called the
Sidney Seaside 10k and 5k.
For more information about all the Canada 150
events and initiatives happening in Sidney, check out
the website at www.sidneycelebrate.sidney.ca. I
hope to see you there!

In 2017, the Town will be creating a new Parks Master Plan which will set out a vision for all Sidney
parks and include a list of future projects. If you have any park ideas, please contact us!
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Current Planning Projects & Initiatives
This section will provide insight into some major
planning projects and initiatives that staff are
currently working on, including:




Downtown Streetscape and Urban Design
Standards;
Downtown Waterfront Vision; and
West Sidney Local Area Plan.

An important component in these planning projects,
as well as any development or other planning
initiative, has been meaningful involvement and
feedback from the residents, business owners, and
employees in Sidney. We wish to thank everyone
who has taken the time to become involved and
provide comments and feedback through the various
public events, web surveys, open houses, Council
meetings, and other opportunities. This section will
also provide information on how you can get
involved with planning projects and processes and
where to find additional information on more of the
Town’s existing and future projects and initiatives.

Downtown Streetscape & Urban Design Standards
Project Goals:
1. Establish design standards for downtown streets,
including Beacon Avenue, that can be
implemented as redevelopment, capital planning
and other opportunities arise; and
2. Develop urban design standards that will
improve the relationship of buildings to the
street and the public space between buildings,
recognizing that the downtown is home to a
variety of land uses in close proximity.
Project Progress: The consultants retained for this
project are now using this information to develop
the final standards and report. A draft report is
expected this spring, at which time it will be made
available for public feedback and comment.
Following this the final standards will be presented
to Council for their consideration.

Downtown Waterfront Vision
Project Goals:
1. Identify options for adding vitality and vibrancy
to the public lands along the downtown

waterfront area, enhancing it as a place where
residents and visitors alike enjoy spending time;
2. Guide future investment in the area, with a view
toward attracting more visitors and managing
key marine assets like the Beacon Wharf and
Bevan Fishing Pier; and
3. Support Council’s goal of better enhancing the
downtown waterfront as a gateway to and from
the ocean.
Project Progress: The consultants retained for this
project have prepared a draft final vision document
for the study area. An Open House was held April 4
to give the community an opportunity to see the
draft plan and provide feedback before it is finalized
and presented to Council this spring.

West Sidney Local Area Plan
Project Goals:
1. Identify options for improving all modes of
transportation, including walking, cycling, and
public transit, to/from and within the project
study area, which is Sidney’s Industrial area and
the adjacent residential neighbourhood (bound
by Highway 17, Beacon Avenue West, and
McDonald Park Road);
2. Identify options for adding vibrancy and more
‘people spaces’ to the area; and
3. Identify the preferred long-term land uses for the
area.
Project Progress: The consultants retained for this
project are working on the final Local Area Plan
document. One more public event will be planned to
give the community an opportunity to provide
comments on the draft plan before it is finalized and
presented to Council this spring.

Getting Involved in the Planning Process
The Town of Sidney is committed to ensuring that
everyone has a chance to voice their opinion and
make their views known regarding development
proposals and any projects or initiatives undertaken
by the Town. There are many opportunities for
residents to get involved in the planning and land use
decision-making process, and they all start with
communication with Council and staff.
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Current Planning Projects & Initiatives (continued)
The Town’s website has links to current
development applications, projects and initiatives,
bylaws, contact information for each individual
department, and much more. To see current
development applications, from the homepage
simply click on “I want to…” then “Find Out About”
then “Active Development Applications”. Project
webpages typically have a “Get Involved” section
that provides information on events and contact
details.
We also endeavour to provide many different
opportunities for public participation in Town-led
projects and initiatives, in addition to the regular
opportunities for public input during a development
application process. The Town’s current planning
projects discussed on the previous page have had a
minimum of two public events each, giving residents
the opportunity to discuss and comment on the ideas

presented. These events are advertised on the
project page on the Town’s website, on Town social
media streams, and through advertisements in the
local newspaper. Online surveys were also utilized to
give the public an opportunity to provide feedback.
In addition to public engagement events, the process
for planning projects frequently includes stakeholder
workshops. These workshops allow property owners,
business owners, and members of the public to work
with the consultants and Town staff to further
develop and comment on possible scenarios and
draft concept plans.
If you would like more detailed information, please
feel free to visit the Town’s website or drop in to the
Town Hall to speak with Planning staff, who are
more than willing to answer questions and discuss
the projects.

Update from Sidney’s Economic Development Commission
The Town’s primary responsibility is to deliver
services to residents and businesses. Taking care of
the business community, service sector, and
manufacturing district is an essential part of ensuring
our Town’s long term success.
Sidney’s Economic Development Commission (EDC)
is a group of representatives from the Sidney
Business Improvement Area Society (BIA), the local
Chamber of Commerce, the West Sidney Business
Park, business operators, and community members.
The Commission has established a mandate to
provide information about the existing business
climate, to formulate a business retention and
attraction strategy, and to advocate for healthy
growth while making recommendations to Council
regarding policies that support these objectives.
In January, the EDC presented to Council an outline
of their priorities for 2017 and 2018. The first major
project is a continuation and expansion of the work
done by the BIA on commercial vacancies. As the
Commission is responsible for the Town as a whole,
the registry will include the West Sidney Business
Park and Harbour Road, as well as the downtown
core. When complete, the registry will be an online,
searchable database of information, linked to the

Town’s Geographic Mapping System, and to existing
external commercial registries. This will be an
essential tool as the commission moves forward with
an attraction strategy.
The Commission has committed to developing a
communications plan which will include restructuring
the business portion of the Town’s website to
become a central hub of information for investors
and existing businesses. It will host the vacancy
registry, a community profile, economic trend
reports, relevant municipal information, as well as a
section on metrics.
Recently, Council supported the EDC in their request
to purchase thermal monitors for pedestrian traffic.
The data collected from these monitors will provide
a baseline metric for measuring the effectiveness of
our marketing strategies, the impact of events, guide
decision making for streetscape improvements, and
provide real-time data for property owners, leasing
agents and businesses.
Follow the Town on Twitter (@townofsidneybc) and
Facebook
(@townofSidney)
for
news
and
announcements from the Economic Development
Commission.

TOWN TALK ___________________________________________________________________________________Page 4, April 2017

Sister Cities Calendar & Postcard Photo Submissions
The Sidney Sister Cities Association is now accepting photos for the 2018 Town of Sidney Calendars and
Postcards. Pictures are selected for photographic quality, subject matter and best illustration of the charm of
Sidney. Only photos taken in/of Sidney are eligible. Photographers may submit as many photos as they wish.

Photo Specifications




ALL submissions MUST BE 4” x 6” and borderless, on glossy photographic paper.
Each photo must be clearly identified on the back, with the photographer’s name, phone number and email
address, PLUS the photo and camera specifications as applicable below.
DEADLINE FOR RECEIPT OF PHOTOS is NOON, APRIL 28, 2017. Photos should be mailed or hand
delivered to: Bob McLure, #9—2235 Harbour Road, Sidney, BC V8L 2P7 - Email: mclure@shaw.ca

Please supply the following information for each photo (as applicable)
Camera RAW files, TIFF or JPEG (including resolution & megapixel size), Camera Brand, Model # & megapixels.

Active & Safe Routes to School
Students at Sidney Elementary School are being
encouraged and supported to walk, bike, bus or roll
their way to school more often through the CRD’s
Active & Safe Routes to School project. This project
is a community-based initiative that promotes the
use of active transportation for the daily trip to and
from school. The program addresses health, physical
activity, and traffic safety issues while tackling air
pollution and climate change.
Active & Safe Routes to School uses a coordinated
and systematic approach over fifteen months to

address infrastructure, behavior, enforcement and
educational needs on school grounds and the
surrounding neighbourhood.
This past month,
Sidney Elementary completed a neighbourhood
walkabout to look at routes around the school and
how they can be improved for students.
The CRD’s Active & Safe Routes to School program
is made possible through the generosity of the
Victoria Foundation, the Real Estate Foundation of
BC, and the CRD Traffic Safety Commission.

Crime Prevention Tips from Sidney/North Saanich RCMP
Here are some steps you can take to prevent crime:
Theft of and from Vehicles
 Always lock your doors and windows.
 Park in a well-lit, populated area.
 Always wait for the garage door to close before
departing.
 When your vehicle is unattended, take your
garage door opener and spare keys.
 Do not leave your car running unattended.
 Do not leave any valuables in your vehicle.
 Equip your vehicle with an anti-theft device.
 Commercial trucks and vans are prime targets for
thieves as they often carry tools and equipment.
Remove these items or park the vehicle in a
secure garage.

House Security
 Trim all vegetation around doors and windows.
 When going on vacation, set timers on your
lights, and tell someone you trust so they can
periodically check on your home and mail.
 When enjoying your backyard, ensure the front
door/windows are locked.
Apartment or Condominium Security
 Do not let strangers into the building.
 Only use your first initial and last name on lobby
directories, mailboxes, and phone directories.

Report any suspicious persons or activity to police
in a timely manner. Personal and public safety is
everyone’s responsibility—play an active role in
crime reduction!
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Panhandling in Sidney
In recent weeks we have seen an increase in
panhandlers in downtown Sidney. Most of us, when
we see panhandlers, have a sense of disappointment
that in today’s time, within our own community,
people are so desperate that they need to panhandle
to survive. Some of us stop to chat, others stop
momentarily to give money in hopes it will improve
their lives, and others pass by with a sense of regret
that this activity has come to our beautiful town of
Sidney. This is a challenging situation that will not
easily go away. It needs the entire community to be
diligent and therefore please think about the
consequences, prior to automatically giving money.
Town staff spoke to a youth worker in Victoria who
was concerned about the number of youth that had
expressed their intention on coming to Sidney to
panhandle. Why Sidney? According to information
given to Town Staff it is because the people of
Sidney are very generous in handing out cash.
Panhandlers can easily make up to a $100 within a
few hours.
We are fortunate to have agencies in the greater
Victoria area that are specifically created to help
many of the people that often find the need to resort
to panhandling. These agencies offer temporary
shelter with shower and laundry facilitates, health
care services, counselling, and guidance in making
more positive lifestyle choices. Most of these

agencies are non-profit and survive on donations.
Giving money directly to panhandlers will often go
toward assisting in drug dependencies. Donating
money to one of the support agencies will help in
providing food as well as assistance in ridding their
drug dependencies as well as a host of other
necessities of life often with longer lasting and more
positive results. The other side of panhandling is the
obstruction of sidewalks often making navigation by
others difficult. This has a tendency to deter
shoppers from coming into Sidney.
There are several layers of regulations that address
panhandlers and their activities which include both
local bylaws and provincial statutes. The local bylaws
that try to address panhandlers do not cover private
property such as our shopping plazas. The Town of
Sidney Streets and Traffic Bylaw No. 1966 does, by
regulation, try and limit the activities normally
associated to panhandlers by ensuring the passage
of other pedestrians in the downtown core is not
impeded either by the panhandlers themselves or by
them placing articles on the sidewalk that also
impede traffic.
Store owners, residents, or visitors affected by a
panhandling situation should contact either the
Town of Sidney Bylaw Office (250-656-1725) or the
RCMP at their non-emergency line (250-656-3931).

Go Green ~ Sign up for eBilling
Now available for Property Tax Notices. Sign up by May 5, 2017 to receive your 2017 tax notice via email.
Follow these 3 simple steps to sign up:
Have a question?
1. Go to mysidney.sidney.ca and register a profile.
propertytax@sidney.ca
2. Add your tax account to that profile.
250-656-1184
3. Select the eBilling option for the account.

Access Awareness Day
Access Awareness Day takes place at SHOAL
Centre, Saturday, June 3, 10am – 2pm, featuring 50
Accessible Things to do in Sidney as part of the
Town’s 50th Anniversary celebration. The annual
event features a scooter rodeo and parade from
Sidney All Care, booths with over 20 organizations,
guest speakers, a “walk in my shoes” activity, several
door prizes from local businesses, and a lunch BBQ

for just $5. The Jeanette Hughes Accessibility Award
will be presented to round off this informative and
fun day. Admission is free and open to all ages and
anyone who has an interest in Sidney as an
accessible town for people with physical challenges
including mobility, vision and hearing, as well as
mental health conditions such as dementia.
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From the Archives ~ Blowing the Bugle of Growth
Over the years, the Sidney business area has taken
on many changes in its appearance, with old
buildings being replaced with new structures, and
farmland being transformed into shopping plazas and
professional buildings. Often, changes were the
result of older wooden business blocks being razed
by fire. Yet in general, the change was a gradual
process that residents were well aware of and would
watch with interest as new structures emerged.
This process of change took on a new meaning
during the fall of 1945. A building would appear on
a vacant lot where there was none the previous day,
"as if it was magic" it was claimed. This thought may
have been in the minds of some people on the
morning of November 24, 1945 when taking their
Sunday morning stroll along Beacon Avenue. On the
previous afternoon, the first of approximately 65
army huts purchased from the War Assets
Corporation was moved by J. Heaney Ltd. from the
Wilson and Mills Road army camps (not to be
confused with the East and West Camps at the
Airport).
More than a dozen of these sturdy
buildings became business outlets on Beacon
Avenue.
Within a few days, the 25 by 40-foot
army hut was converted into Dave Holden's Bicycle
Shop and is presently occupied by The Children's
Bookshop.

Army hut being moved to its new location
on Beacon Avenue in 1945
At the time, Sidney and the surrounding area was
experiencing a serious housing shortage due to the
influx of service families moving into the district. In
late June 1945, Major General George R. Pearkes,
(the Member of the Parliament for the area,) urged
those responsible in Ottawa to make available the
abandoned army camp huts to civilian and/or service

The buildings at their new location at Beacon & Fourth
family use. Initially, the idea was that approximately
40 families could be put up at the camps. Proper
drainage had been installed with septic tanks, also
hot and cold water was available for each hutment.
However, with the uncertainty of the continued
availability of the utilities and the expiry of the land
leased by the camps, the decision was made to
dismantle the camps and make the huts available for
sale to the public.
At this time, the Sidney Businessmen's Association
stepped in and made efforts to purchase the 13
buildings at the Wilson Road Camp to be made
available to the local public at a nominal cost on a co
-operative non-profit basis. The huts and small
adjacent buildings were sold to local individuals and
businessmen and thus began the move to renewed
life as residences and business structures in the
district. The Legion did the same in acquiring 42
huts from the Mills Road Camp.
On Friday, February 22, 1946 a second building
appeared when J. Heaney Ltd. transported a 25 by
45-foot hut to a vacant lot beside the Beacon Cafe
(at the corner of Beacon and Third), for Leslie
Marshall, becoming the premises for Leslie's Variety
Store. This is the present site of Lilaberry Home
Decor. A few days later another army hut was
relocated also on Beacon Avenue becoming the new
premises of Baal's Drug Store, located next door to
the former Sidney Cash and Carry.
On May 22, 1946, one of the larger huts (60 feet in
length) was moved from the Wilson Camp to Third
Street. This would become the new premises of the
Sidney Review, and remained at that site until it was
demolished to make room of the present public
parking lot beside the Fire Hall. About the same
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From the Archives ~ Blowing the Bugle of Growth (continued)
time, another two huts were moved to the corner of
Beacon and Fourth for Frank Godfrey. These two
buildings were joined at a ninety degree angle, facing
each road, and was given a curved stucco front
facade, becoming Godfrey's News & Magazine Store
which also housed the Vancouver Island Coach Lines
Bus Depot. The building is the present location of
Tanner's Books.

At the end of October 1946, the Sidney Dry Goods
Co. moved into their new premises, which was a 24
by 80-foot army hut beside the Sparling Real Estate
office.
The Sidney Review reported that an
"excellent conversion job" had been done to the
army hut and the structure was "finished with a
heavy beamed front and overhanging peak". This is
presently the location of Baden Baden Boutique.
Several more army huts appeared on Beacon Avenue
during 1946 which have since been removed. They
included an addition to the Sidney Coffee Shop on
the corner of Sixth Street; Sterling Enterprises
Electric and the Pickwich Antique shops, both
located near the corner of Fifth Street. One further
army hut arrived on Beacon Avenue, just west of
First Street, next door to the Sidney Trading Co.
(now the location of Fairways Market) and became
the Goode Sign and B. C. Arts & Crafts Store.
However, this 22 by 50-foot army hut did not come
from either the Wilson or Mills Road camps, but
from Esquimalt on June 31, 1948.

The buildings as they look today
Many other army huts were moved and converted
into dwellings, school annexes, garages and storage
buildings in the district.
The Sidney Review
commented: “The thought persists…if our Army hut
population grows, and their past association lingers,
citizens of Sidney may be amazed at any time to see
a line of ramrod-straight shopkeepers before their
buildings standing at attention when little Jimmy
inadvertently plays Inspection call on his bugle.”
Brad R. Morrison, Sidney Archives Manager
250-655-5445

Skatepark Donations
The Town is in the process of constructing a new
skatepark in Tulista Park. Council directed staff to
seek out any grant funding and to solicit larger local
businesses for interest in donations. Any funds
collected will be used to add additional elements to
enhance the skatepark beyond the basic
configuration. This includes donations towards the
purchase of the “Board Dog” sculpture from the
Sculpture Walk. To date, the Town has received a

grant in the value of $5,000 from Coast Capital
Insurance Services as well as a $25,000 donation
from the local Kiwanis club. The Kiwanis donation is
earmarked for the construction of a plaza/seating
area immediately adjacent to the skatepark. If you or
your organization is interested in donating to this
exciting new project, please contact the Town at 250
-656-4502 to discuss the opportunity.

Smoking is not permitted in Sidney parks or along the waterfront
walkway. Please do your part to keep Sidney safe and beautiful!

Upcoming Events in Sidney
April 1 - 30 - The Story of Quilts at the Sidney Museum (2423 Beacon Avenue).
April 16 at 1pm - Easter Egg Hunt at Dominion Brook Park (across from Panorama Rec Centre).
April 23 at 2:30pm - Cross-Canada Tour - A Musical Journey for Canada’s 150 Birthday - final concert of the
season for Via Choralis at St. Elizabeth’s Catholic Church (10030 Third Street).
April 30 at 2pm in Beacon Park - Show your Canadian pride and sing along with others to O’Canada!
May 1 - June 30 - Up, Up and Away! Comic Book Superheroes and Our Culture exhibit at the Sidney Museum.
May 18 from 5:30 to 8:30 pm - First Sidney Street Market of 2017 on Beacon Avenue (every Thursday
evening until the end of August).
May 28 at 2pm - Our Favourite Things Sidney Concert Band Spring Concert at the Mary Winspear Centre
(2243 Beacon Avenue).
May 29 from 5:30 to 7:00 pm - Council Meet & Greet in Council Chambers (2440 Sidney Avenue).
June 2 from 2 to 3:30pm - Is There A Superhero In You? presentation at Sidney Library.
June 3 from 10am to 2pm - Access Awareness Day at the SHOAL Centre (see details on page 7).
June 10 at 8:30 pm - Big Hero 6 outdoor screening at Greenglade Community Centre (brought to you by
Panorama Recreation Centre).
June 10 & 11 - ArtSea Spring Studio Tour at various locations on the Saanich Peninsula.
June 11 from 10am to 8pm - Vancouver Island Comic Con at the Mary Winspear Centre.
June 24 from 6 to 9pm - Paint the Town Red & White Street Party in downtown Sidney.
June 25 from 10am to 1pm - Children’s Carnival in Beacon Park.
June 25 from 5 to 8pm - Dinner en Rouge in Beacon Park.
June 26 from 11am to 1:30pm - Celebrate the Roots of our Community at the SHOAL Centre.

June 30 starting at 3pm - Sidney Days Picnic in the Park, Opening Ceremonies, Cultural Performance and
Musical Fireworks in Beacon Park.
July 1 starting at 8am - Canada Day Celebrations (pancake breakfast, parade, Family Fun Day, Slegg Build-aBoat & Race, and more).
July 2 - Skatepark Grand Opening at Tulista Park — time to be announced (9565 Fifth Street).
July 2 from 10am to 4pm - Sidney Sidewalk Sale in downtown Sidney.

For all “Sidney Celebrates Canada 150” events, visit the Town’s
website at www.sidneycelebrates.sidney.ca
For all other Sidney events, visit the Distinctly Sidney
website at www.distinctlysidney.ca/events/calendar

