
 MINUTES 
Sidney Event Advisory Group 
February 21, 2017 - 1:00 p.m. 

Sidney Town Hall, Arbutus Room  
 
Members Present: Susan Simosko, CHAIR; Lorraine Brewster, Panorama Rec.; Glenys Cavers, SHOAL 
Centre; Peter Garnham, Museum; Monica Korsten, ArtSea; Paula Kully, Town of Sidney; John Lewis, BC 
Aviation Museum; Mark Loria, Aquarium; Audra Mailer, Chamber of Commerce; Virginia MacLeod, 
Library; Donna Petrie, Sidney BIA; Morgan Shaw, Visitor Centre; Debbie Thorlacius, Sister Cities 
 
Regrets: Councillor Cam McLennan; Marilyn Loveless, Peninsula Celebrations; Carey Salvador, Winspear 
Centre 

 
Guests: Councillor Erin Bremner-Mitchell; Suzanne Herviex, Sidney Museum, Shantael Sleight Saanich 
Peninsula Literacy 

 

1. Welcome  
Meeting called to order by the Chair, S. Simosko at 1:00 pm 
 

2. Review and approval of Agenda 
 

Moved by M. Shaw, seconded by P. Garnham, that the Agenda be approved as 
distributed.  

CARRIED 
3. Review and approval of Minutes from the January meeting 

 
Moved by P. Garnham, seconded by M. Korsten that the minutes of the January 17, 2017 
meeting be approved as distributed. 

CARRIED 
4. Quick updates on events and/or issues from SEAG members: 

 Glenys – The SHOAL Centre completed 897 tax returns last year for individuals with an 
income under 30,000 or 40,000 per couple. This year, they are once again offering this 
free income tax service from Monday to Friday 9 am to 12pm and 1 pm to 4 pm 
throughout March and April. The work is all completed by volunteers. 

 Glenys announced that Access Awareness Day is June 3 this year. 

 SHOAL is also rolling out package rentals and catering. They also hold events and 
provide meeting space at reasonable rates. 

 Audra – The Chamber is hosting an open house on Friday between 10am and 4pm for 
chamber week. The highway visitor centre will reopen in May. 

 Virginia - March 8 the Raging Grannies are coming to the library. 
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5. Review of events: 

 SEAG Report (Susan): The annual year-end report is complete and will go to Council. 
Susan would like to improve metrics for next year. Susan will be making a presentation 
to Committee of the Whole and will advise everyone when that is. (Later in the year, 
Susan will make a presentation to Council, requesting continuation of funding for the 
Event Liaison/Facilitator and SEAG.) 
 

 Canada 150 (Paula): All events are on track and volunteers have been recruited. The 
website provides details on events and initiatives: www.sidneycelebrates.sidney.ca  
 

 Donna advised that the “I love Sidney” signs used during Family Day were so well 
received that the BIA has adopted them as membership decals. 
 

 Family Day 2017 (Peter/Morgan):  
- Peter reported that they had the highest numbers ever with 2,300 in the Museum over 

the 3 days. They had very positive feedback and all venues were well attended. 
- Next year’ Lego build has been booked.  
- Comments were that there were a lot of people on the streets. 
- Scavenger hunt had excellent participations.  
- Morgan advised that overall the event was very successful. There were 8,500 over 3 days 

compared to 6,300 last year. It received lots of media attention. Peninsula Coop was title 
sponsor. Success may have been contributed to farm theme and animals at Winspear. 

- Parking was an issue. Need to consider options for next year as the event becomes more 
popular. Donna suggested partnership with BC Transit.  

- Mark reported 1,750 people at aquarium; their best weekend ever. 
- Retailers did very well with the combination of the events. 

 

 ComicCon (Paula): The Comic Con hours have been extended from 10am to 8pm to 
accommodate the many great exhibitors and presenters that are applying. Fastrack 
Printing has come on board as the print sponsor and Best Western is considering a 
special rate for exhibitors. 
 

 PCS AGM (Morgan) 
The AGM was held at the end of January. They were successful in recruiting 6 new board 
members. The next event is April 16, the Easter Egg Hunt. PCS is partnering with panorama. 

 
6. New Business 

a. What’s On In Sidney Booth (Susan/Donna/Morgan) 
Proposing that we don’t have a physical booth as it was challenging to coordinate volunteers 
and set up. The idea would be enhanced on the street engagement via Sidney Seagull and a 
trained handler.  
 

b. Volunteer Appreciation Week (Donna/Morgan) 

http://www.sidneycelebrates.sidney.ca/
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April 23-29 – the Visitor Centre will be used to have something happen regularly. If members 
have any plans they should let Donna or Morgan know. Friday April 28 is Beacon Community 
Service’s Volunteer Lunch. The Aquarium has a dinner on April 27. Museum has a tea in January. 

c. Erin brought forward an idea to SEAG to create volunteer hub in Sidney. (Proposal 
attached). The Group agreed to consider the proposal and review it further through a 
working group. Erin and Morgan will coordinate and Mark agreed to lend the 
Aquarium’s Volunteer Manager who may be asked to do a presentation to SEAG at a 
later date.  

 

d. Ocean 98.5 2017 Sponsorship (Donna) 
The Ocean has confirmed its sponsorship again this year and will select specific events to 
sponsor and promote. 
 

e. SEAG Representation at the Sidney Visitor Centre (Susan) 
Tabled 
 

f. SEAG Planning Session (Susan):  
The April 11 session has been changed to Wednesday, April 12 at 1:00 – 300. 
 

7. Next Meeting: March 21, 2017 
 

Meeting adjourned at 1:59 
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Report to the Sidney Events Advisory Group (SEAG) 
Regarding a Volunteer Hub for Sidney and the Saanich Peninsula 

 
 
February 21, 2017  
 
Dear members of SEAG,  
 
Thank you for including me in your meeting today. The purpose of my visit is to float an idea of re-
establishing a Volunteer Hub for Sidney and the Saanich Peninsula. I understand that this idea is not new 
to our area, and has been tried before, but it appears that organizations that rely on volunteers, at board 
levels and for operations, are having trouble attracting and perhaps even retaining Volunteers.  
 
From the perspective of a prospective volunteer, or new-comer, I believe it would also be a simpler 
process to contact one central hub to learn about the volunteer opportunities our community has to offer.  
 
The concept I have in mind is that the SBIA, specifically under the Visitors Services umbrella, would 
become this central hub and provide general volunteer training on a quarterly basis, present the volunteer 
opportunities to determine where the individual would like to contribute, then provide the contact 
information for the appropriate organization(s). 
 
The goal would be to increase the availability of volunteers to each of the non-profit organizations by 
working from one larger pool of people, and to provide the volunteers with more options, and a variety 
of time commitments, and ultimately a dynamic learning experience.  
 
If this group sees merit in the idea, I would be willing to work with Morgan to do some research on the 
previous effort to create a volunteer hub in our area, as well as research other communities use a similar 
model, and report back to this group at the March meeting with a recommendation of how to move 
forward.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Erin Bremner-Mitchell 
(with no particular hat on) 
 
 
Highlights of the Volunteer Hub concept for Sidney and the Saanich Peninsula 
 
Who:  All non-profit, event or tourism related, organizations who are based in Sidney that rely on 
volunteers, targeting potential  volunteers from the Saanich Peninsula, focused on Sidney and North 
Saanich.  
 
What:  A central hub, with one organization taking the lead, to attract and retain people with interest in 
volunteering in their community. The hub provides Sidney and Saanich Peninsula general training, attracts 
volunteers, and acts as the contact person to the organizations looking for volunteers. The concept is to 
encourage more volunteers to participate and to move them around between organizations to provide 
for a more dynamic volunteering experience.  
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When:   A quarterly outlook on events, quarterly training sessions, and ongoing outreach to the broad 
community including schools.  
 
Why:  We have so many organizations that rely on volunteers, who are appear to be having trouble 
attracting and retaining people.  The purpose of creating a volunteer hub for the Saanich Peninsula would 
be to increase the availability of volunteers to each of the non-profit organization by working from one 
larger pool of people, and to provide the volunteers with more options, and a variety of time 
commitments, and ultimately a dynamic learning experience. 
 
 


