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Mayor’s Message

Mayor Steve Price

Happy New Year to all of
our residents, friends and
neighbours! We began the
year with a community
celebration on January 1st
to honour Sidney’s 50th
Anniversary of becoming a
Town. I would like to
thank the more than 300
people, who came out to
this event and made it an
extra special occasion!

The old year closed on a high note which, I’m certain,
is a prelude to prosperous times for 2017. A
tremendous amount of development took place in
Sidney as we saw building permit values more than
double to $46 million in 2016 compared to $22.5 in
2015. A great deal of this development was
residential, meaning more “feet on the street” and
greater support and opportunity for local businesses.
As a Council, we were happy to provide a loan to the
Saanich Peninsula Health Care Society to enable
them to complete extensive renovations on their
first primary health care centre in Sidney. This is such
a positive thing for our community with 1,200
people already becoming patients of the Centre.
I am certain that 2017 is going to be a remarkable
year for our community. Sidney, along with the rest
of the country, will be celebrating the 150th year of
Canadian Confederation and we have a number of
outstanding events and initiatives planned (see back

page).
You
can
also
find
details
at
www.sidneycelebrates.sidney.ca. I hope to see you
at the events and look forward to serving you as
Mayor during this exciting year.
Council Highlights of 2016
















Waterfront Visioning Process undertaken
$46 million in building permit values
Rezoning approved for site of proposed Sidney
Gateway project
Downtown mixed use and multifamily density
review undertaken and draft amendments to the
Zoning and Official Community Plan Bylaws are
underway
Construction of a 56 unit attainable workforce
housing project under way by Greater Victoria
Rental Development Society
Construction begins on new Skatepark along
waterfront in Tulista Park
West Sidney Local Area Plan in progress
Site secured and process initiated for
construction of new Community Safety Building
(fire hall)
Plans underway to create an employee/overflow
parking lot in the vicinity of Mary Winspear
Centre, which fits into the proposed design for
the Community Safety Building.
Downtown Public Realm Design Standards
undertaken and in progress
Leadership role taken in Reay Creek remediation
resulting in the project being made a Federal
priority
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Recent Retirements
The Town would like to acknowledge the following staff who retired last year, and thank them for their many
years of dedicated, exceptional service:
Karen Polet, Accounts Payable / Utilities Clerk - 13 years of service
Joanne Sawatzky, Police Clerk II (Prime/Quality Control) - 22.5 years of service

Thank You Staff!
On December 5, 2016 Town Council acknowledged the following employees for their long-term years of
service, and whose dedication and commitment continues to make the Town an employer of choice:
Chris Garthwaite, Gardener - 30 years of service
Brad Thomas, Foreman, Underground Utilities - 25 years of service
Craig Warburton, Engineering Technician - 20 years of service
Jeff Snarr, Computer Systems Analyst - 15 years of service
Ellen Paul, Police Clerk - 15 years of service
Andrew Hicik, Director of Finance/Corporate Services - 10 years of service
Will Maxwell, Manager of Information Services - 10 years of service
Bruce DeMaere, Senior Engineering Technician - 10 years of service
Jay Salvador, Fleet Mechanic - 10 years of service
Graeme Hembruff, Gardener - 10 years of service
Jon Salvador, Labourer - 10 years of service

Emergency Notification System
Be Notified of Emergencies in Your Area
In the event of an emergency, a tested and proven
crisis communication and emergency mass
notification system is critical to help ensure Sidney
residents’ and stakeholders’ safety and wellbeing.
Recognizing this, the Town of Sidney has chosen
ERMS as an emergency mass notification service
provider. The ERMS system supports outbound and
inbound messaging on all commonly used platforms
including; phone (mobile, landline, or satellite),
browser (desktop or mobile), SMS, email, mobile app,
fax, and Twitter/Facebook/RSS feeds.
Residents and stakeholders subscribing to the Town
of Sidney Emergency Mass Notification System will
be notified of a potential threat to their safety and
wellbeing such as severe weather, fire, tsunami,
hazardous materials release, or other dangerous
situation, on the communication device(s) of their
choice. Following the initial message, further updates
will be distributed as the situation progresses. This
system also allows for residents and stakeholders to

communicate back to the
Town, for purposes such as
advising of their current
status; not okay, do not
require assistance at this time,
and so on. The ERMS system
allows specifically targeted
areas to be notified to prevent
over notification. For example,
if a gas leak is affecting only a
few streets, these affected
streets will be the only
residents and stakeholders to be notified.
Individual subscription is required, as subscribers will
be providing contact information specific to their
personal devices, such as phone numbers and email
addresses.
Sign up can be completed in person at Town Hall or
online at www.sidney.ca/erms.
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From the Archives ~ Sparling Real Estate Ltd.
Tucked away in between Second and Third Streets
on the south side of Beacon Avenue is a small,
narrow, concrete block building housing one of the
oldest businesses in Sidney - Sparling Real Estate
Ltd. Originally established by Donald Sparling in
1925, the business is now being operated by his
grandson, Don, who took it over from his father,
Tom, in 2004.

Donald Sparling was born in Halifax, England on
January 3, 1895. Moving to Canada in 1920, he
found the cold winters of the prairies not conducive
to his liking, moving to the Saanich Peninsula and
taking up residence in Deep Cove in 1923.
Taking a keen interest in the development of the
Deep Cove area, Donald decided to become a real
estate agent. On March 31, 1925, he obtained his
real estate licence and placed his first advertisement
in the Daily Colonist on April 12, where he offered
"North Saanich Properties - Country Houses,
Summer Cottages, Farms, Water Frontage, and
Acreages" for sale, and noted that he was taking
"Real Estate Listings". His first showing occurred
three days later and resulted in his first sale of a
summer cottage and a block of property for $3,000.
He made a commission of $145 on this transaction.
Donald began to offer insurance to his clientele in
July, which would remain a major part of the
business.
On February 14, 1928, he was elected a member of
the Sidney Board of Trade and would take on the
position of Secretary-Treasurer in December 1929, a
position he would hold for several years as he
became deeply involved in the expansion of the
village.
Initially, Donald conducted his business from his
home in Deep Cove, but in January 1930, Donald
decided to make his business headquarters in Sidney,
securing the premises at the northeast corner of
Fourth and Beacon. He remained in that location
until September 1934, when he moved to the
present location which was considerably larger. In
the meantime, he was appointed a Notary Public in
1930, which opened further doors to his business.

Donald Sparling had "unbounded faith in the future
development and prosperity of Sidney and the North
Saanich District." He was one of the movers and
shakers of Sidney and North Saanich who spent
much of his spare time promoting the improvement
of the area. He was on a five-member committee
examining obtaining fresh water from Sooke in 1935;
creating a business and residential number system
for Sidney with B.C. Electric in 1940; and he was
elected the first Secretary-Treasurer of the North
Saanich Taxpayers' Association in 1946. He was also
appointed as Customs Excise Examiner for the Port
of Sidney in 1935, a position he held for several
years.
In 1949 at the age of 21, Thomas Sparling, Donald's
second son, joined the business, which continued to
expand and employed several agents and clerks. As
the business grew, the old building needed to be
replaced. In the fall of 1966, Donald’s eldest son,
Paul, a well-known builder on the peninsula, rebuilt
the office with concrete block construction, which is
the present structure.
Donald retired in 1969 after 44 productive years,
leaving the business in the capable hands of his son.
He passed away two years later on March 24, 1971
at the age of 76. Tom Sparling ran the business until
2005, when he retired after working there for 56
years. Tom’s son, Don, began working at the
business in 1978, and is continuing the long tradition
of giving excellent service to the people of Sidney
and the Saanich Peninsula.
Brad R. Morrison
Sidney Archives Manager
250-655-5445

TOWN TALK ________________________________________________________________________________Page 4, January 2017

Better Mental Health & Addiction Care in BC
There is an opportunity in front of us to improve
mental health and addictions care in British
Columbia. We currently pay for a system of care in
the most expensive ways possible. People wait too
long for care and too many people get their care
from emergency departments and police. We can
offer proven choices and support to help people
recover and keep people connected, such as clinical
services, medications, peer supports, counselling,
family supports, and other therapies. We must focus
on prevention, early identification and early
intervention. We must join our voices in calling for
sweeping change that will value mental health as
equal to physical health.

Do you believe that action in these five areas will
lead to better mental health in British Columbia?






Focus on prevention and early intervention
Build access to addictions health care
Strengthen recovery closer to home, in
community
Improve crisis care
Lead change in mental health and addictions

Join us and call for a system of care that addresses
mental health, addictions and physical health equally.
Sign the Manifesto at www.b4stage4.ca.

News from the Sidney/North Saanich RCMP
WINTER PEDESTRIAN SAFETY – BE SEEN, BE SAFE!







Always make eye contact with drivers and never assume that a driver has seen you.
Remove your headphones and leave your phone alone while crossing the road.
Be careful at intersections and watch for drivers turning left or right through the crosswalk. Drivers may
be focused on oncoming traffic instead of scanning for you.
Always cross at designated crosswalks. Follow pedestrian signs and traffic signals and never cross once
the signal has turned yellow or red.
Wear reflective clothing or gear and carry flashlights to make it easier for drivers to see you in wet
weather, at dusk and at night.
On rural roads without sidewalks, make yourself visible and always walk facing traffic so you can see
oncoming drivers
WINTER ROAD SAFETY – HAVE A PLAN, GET HOME SAFE!







DO NOT leave your vehicle running while unattended as it is more likely to be stolen. This happens more
frequently during times of colder weather.
Plan ahead - use proper snow/ice rated tires, drive more slowly, defensively and allow yourself more
distance to brake.
If you get in an accident that would be considered a minor "fender-bender" and the damage is estimated to
be under $1000, exchange information (Driver's license number and license plate number), take pictures of
the damage/vehicle location and call ICBC Dial-a-claim (604-520-8222) once you get home.
When to call the police: if your accident is more serious in nature (personal injury, vehicle not driveable,
blocking traffic).
FRAUD - STEALS YOUR NAME, MONEY AND SELF RESPECT!

When a caller asks you to send money in order to claim a big prize, it’s FRAUD. When a caller asks you for
your personal information (credit card companies, Canada Revenue Agency, the bank) it’s FRAUD. If you
receive an email asking you to send personal and/or banking information or money, it’s FRAUD.
FRAUD: RECOGNIZE IT. REPORT IT. STOP IT. www.phonebusters.com or 1-888-495-8501.
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Family Day Weekend in Sidney!
Family Fun… Come Get Your Share!
For the fifth consecutive year, downtown
Sidney businesses are gearing up for another
Family Day weekend of LEGO based events.
Sidney Family Days ‐ a LEGO Brick Festival will
happen February 11th, 12th and 13th, 2017
from 10 am to 4 pm each day. Sidney
restaurants and businesses will be open to
welcome families. The theme this year is
AGRICULTURE and back once again is Robin
Sather, Canada’s only certified LEGO
professional. This year Robin will build an
amazing 6-foot tractor.
Saturday the fun will start with the launch of
the LEGO brick scavenger hunt throughout
downtown Sidney. Maps will be available at the
Sidney Museum and participating merchants
for avid hunters to start their quest.
The Shaw Centre for the Salish Sea will have underwater LEGO and VicLUG will have an intricate display of
LEGO creations at the Sidney Pier Hotel all weekend. The Star Cinema will be showing the LEGO Movie 2
during the weekend as well!
On Sunday & Monday, all the fun activities continue and Robin completes construction of his work of art at
the Mary Winspear Centre. Visitors will help Robin build a large LEGO mosaic. The Mary Winspear Centre will
also have LEGO play areas for all ages, and a community open house where families can learn about the
activities available to family and youth in the Sidney area. The Rock Fish Divers will be at the Sidney Pier on
Sunday to build underwater LEGO structures displayed on live screens on the dock!
So take the children, grandchildren, nieces and nephews of all ages out to explore Sidney in search of exciting
LEGO displays, and enter your completed treasure map at the Sidney Museum for a chance to win a
wonderful prize. Watch for draw boxes and door prize opportunities for fabulous LEGO prizes all weekend.
Morgan Shaw
Sidney Family Day Weekend 2017 Media & Promotions Coordinator
morganjaneshaw@gmail.com
778-679-0786
www.distinctlysidney.ca
Facebook.com/SidneyFamilyDayWeekend

Sidney / North Saanich Citizens on Patrol - VOLUNTEERS WANTED!
If you are interested, please contact Bill Rothery at 250-656-9293 or
Anouschka Bruggeman at 250-813-3325. For Speed Watch information,
please contact Michelle Hayes at 250-656-6812.

Canada 150 Events in 2017!
Calendar of Events
www.sidneycelebrates.sidney.ca
Below is a brief overview of the many events taking place in Sidney during Canada’s 150 th Anniversary. For
more information and details, watch the Sidney Celebrates website which will be updated as event details
become available.
February 15

National Flag of Canada Day

April 9 – 12

100th Anniversary of Vimy Ridge

May – June
June 2
June 10
June 10

Comic Book Festival
Comic Book Superheroes Exhibit - Sidney Museum
“Is There a Superhero in You?” guest speaker Dr. Paul Zehr – Sidney Library
Vancouver Island Comic Con – Mary Winspear Centre
Outdoor screening of “Big Hero 6” – Greenglade Community Centre

June 21
June 24
June 25
June 25
June 26
June 29

National Aboriginal Day
Paint the Town Red & White Street Party – downtown Sidney
Children’s Carnival – Beacon Park
Dinner en Rouge TBA
Celebrate the Roots of our Community – SHOAL Centre
Sidney Street Market

June 30 – July 2
June 30

Sidney Days!
Opening Celebrations – Beacon Park
“To Canada With Love” travelling pavilion – Mary Winspear Centre
Canada Day Celebrations
Skatepark Grand Opening
Sidney Sidewalk Sale

July 1
July 2
September

Sidney’s First Annual “Seas the 10K Run” 10k and 5k road race

Other Upcoming Events in Sidney
January 1 - March 31 - Lego Exhibit at the Sidney Museum (2423 Beacon Avenue).
January 30 from 5:30—7:00 p.m. - Council “Meet & Greet” in Council Chambers (2440 Sidney
Avenue).
February 11 - 13 - Family Day Celebrations at various locations in Sidney (see article on page 5).
February 18 & 19 at 2:30 p.m. - Via Choralis presents Viva Vivaldi at St. Elizabeth’s Catholic Church
(10030 Third Street).
March 5 at 11:00 a.m. - Bazan Bay 5km Running Race (race starts at Tulista Park and runs south on
Lochside Drive to Cy Hampson Park and then back again).
April 16 at 1:00 p.m. - Easter Egg Hunt at Dominion Brook Park (on East Saanich Road across from
Panorama Recreation Centre).

