
With the majority of our 
Canada 150 events and 
initiatives behind us, I want to 
take this opportunity to 
personally express my sincere 
appreciation to everyone 
involved in making Sidney’s 
Canada 150 Celebrations so 
remarkable! I am confident 
that I speak for all of Sidney 
Town Council when I say that 

Sidney was truly the place to be this year and it 
couldn’t have happened without our dedicated Town 
staff and community volunteers! 
 
The community truly came together for this 
wonderful celebration! By the time the year is over, 
Sidney will have hosted 22 unique Canada 150 
events and undertaken 6 projects that will leave a 
lasting legacy.  
 
Right from the start of the events with the Comic 
Book Festival, the Vancouver Island Comic Con, the 
wildly successful Dinner en Rouge, through to the 
Paint the Town Red and White Street Party, the 
Children’s Festival, an extraordinary Sidney Days and 
the unveiling of the beautiful hand carved WSÁNEĆ 
Welcome Figure that now graces our waterfront; 
everything came together perfectly and offered 
residents and visitors numerous opportunities to 
take part in celebrating this great nation and great 
community in which we live. 
 
On behalf of Sidney Town Council I would like to 
take this opportunity to say thank you and to 

recognize the many people who made all of this 
happen. This includes: 
 
 Town of Sidney Staff. Literally every single 

member of our staff have, in some way been 
involved with Canada 150. From the people at 
the front desk to the senior management team. 

 Our Manager of Public Works and Parks and his 
team who have truly outdone themselves with 
the street decorations, flowers, banners, setting 
up and taking down for events….. and the list 
goes on. 

 Members of the Sidney Events Advisory Group 
who began planning for these events 2 years ago 
and who have supported Canada 150 by hosting 
events or supporting others. 

 The countless volunteers that have given so 
freely and generously of their time - quite simply, 
you are Sidney’s greatest asset year round. 

 The local business community for supporting the 
events and getting involved with painting our 
town red and white. 

 And last but not least, our incredible organizing 
team of Kenny Podmore and Paula Kully.  
 

I would also like to acknowledge that Kenny 
Podmore received the Mayor’s Community Builder 
Award this year for his dedicated and long service to 
our community on so many levels.  
 
It isn’t hard to see why Sidney is one of the best 
places in Canada to live and why I am so very proud 
and honoured to be the Mayor of this great 
community. 

(Tel) 250-656-1184                (Fax) 250-655-4508                  www.sidney.ca                  E-Mail: admin@sidney.ca 
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The BEST of Canada 150 in Sidney! 

WOW! What a celebration! Since the end of April, the Town hosted and/or organized 20+ Canada 150 events.   
(We’re not bragging, but the City of Victoria only had 11 events and Saanich had five.) 
 
Here are just a few of our favourite photos from the celebrations. An official Canada 150 souvenir program is 
being produced, and a photo gallery of each event will soon be on our website! 

 
 

Children’s Carnival~ June 25 

Photo by Ed Bruning 

Dinner en Rouge ~ June 25 

Photo by David Milner 

Paint the Town Red & White Street Party ~ June 24 

Photo by Nat Klein 

O’Canada sing along~ April 30 

Photo by Paula Kully 
Vancouver Island Comic Con~ June 11 

Photo by Ed Bruning 

Street Market ~ June 29 

Photo by Nat Klein 
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The BEST of Canada 150 in Sidney! 

Fireworks ~ June 30 

Photo by Bill Stewart 

Family Fun Fair ~ July 1 

Photo by Barbara Watson 

Skatepark Grand Opening~ July 2 

Photo by Nat Klein 

Slegg Build-a-Boat competition & race ~ July 1 

Photo by Frank Davies 

Dog Show ~ July 1 

Photo by Nat Klein 

Sidney Lawn Bowling Tournament in Red & White ~ June 30 

Photo by Ron MacDonnell 

Canada Day Parade ~ July 1 

Photos by Nat Klein 
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Play in the Park 2017 
Some of the most beautiful parks in the Capital 
Region are located right here on the Saanich 
Peninsula. Panorama Recreation is excited for you 
and your family to join us once again for ‘Play in the 
Park’. The Play in the Park program is a free family 
program offered throughout the summer on the 
Saanich Peninsula where Panorama staff will 
facilitate interactive play, face painting, group games, 
and of course, inflatable fun on our giant 50’ obstacle 
course! In Sidney, we will be offering the program on 
Monday evenings at Tulista Park and Wednesday 
evenings at Rathdown Park throughout the summer 
(July 3 to September 1). We are very excited to be 
hosting our launch party at Tulista Park on July 3 
from 5:30 – 8:30pm.  
 
Each year we celebrate the start of the summer and 
the Play in the Park season by bringing all of our 
program partners and supporters together for a great 
kickoff event. This year at Tulista Park, we will have 
the Games2U Hamster Balls, the Thrifty Foods Smile 
truck and many of our program sponsors. The Play in 
the Park program wouldn’t be possible without the 
tremendous amount of support we receive directly 
from our community. This year Van Isle Marina, 

Tanner’s Books, and Rotary Club of Sidney by the 
Sea have all contributed to the program. We are also 
excited to be working with Games 2 U, Investors 
Group, Peninsula Co-op, and the Bottle Depot. Play 
in the Park is also partnering with the People Power 
program and the CRD Traffic Safety Commission, 
Victoria Foundation, and the Capital Regional 
District.  
 
Throughout the summer we have organized a 
fantastic schedule of activities for the whole family. 
Activities include: Bike Maintenance, Family Fitness, 
Pickleball introductions, our Mobile Skate Park, 
Storywalks, and more! We can’t think of a better way 
for you to spend your summer evenings, so grab the 
whole family and join us for some fun! Remember, a 
community that plays together, stays together! 

Sea Level Rise in Sidney 

Have you signed up to the Town’s Emergency Mass Notification 
System yet?  Register at www.sidney.ca/erms or visit Town Hall. 

 July August 

Monday Tulista Park in Sidney 

Tuesday Centennial Park in Central Saanich 

Wednesday Rathdown Park in Sidney 

Thursday Pioneer Park in Central Saanich 

Friday Kelset Elementary Field in North Saanich 

Sea level rise planning is a developing field and is 
currently being studied by a number of local 
governments and scientific bodies.  Unfortunately there 
is still a lack of consensus and considerable uncertainty 
about future predictions for sea level rise and how to 
deal with these changes.   
 
In order to prepare for future changes, Sidney Council 
recently adopted an Interim Flood Construction Level of 
5.0m geodetic elevation.  Any proposals for building 
habitable space below this level will now need to include 
a site-specific engineer’s report to ensure that future 
flooding risk is considered in the design.  More 
information, and a copy of the Interim Flood 
Construction Level Policy No. DV-014, is available on 
the Town’s website at www.sidney.ca. 

October 2006 
Photo by Rick Hudson 

http://www.sidney.ca
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Downtown Waterfront Pilot Project 
Visitors to Sidney’s beautiful waterfront this July 
have undoubtedly encountered an ever changing, 
vibrant array of chairs spread throughout Beacon 
Park. The placement of colourful chairs and sports 
equipment in the park and the painting of maple 
leaves on Beacon Wharf are just two elements of the 
pilot project planned for the month of July.  
 
The Downtown Waterfront Pilot Project was created 
as a part of the implementation strategy for the 
Downtown Waterfront Vision Plan, which was 
adopted by Council on May 8. The pilot project was 
recommended by the project consultant as a way to 
test out new ideas for public land in the downtown 
waterfront area for a short time and evaluate the 
response from the community to aid in the planning 
of future projects. 
 
Another element of the pilot project will be 
introduced between July 28 and 30 and will consist 
of blocking off the paved road surface beyond the 

turnaround at the east end of Beacon Avenue to 
general vehicle traffic. This brief road closure will 
allow staff to evaluate the impacts of making Beacon 
Wharf a pedestrian only space, with minimal 
disruptions to local businesses.  
 
Overall, public feedback has been very positive and 
the park has been buzzing with activity. Staff would 
like to encourage everyone to submit feedback and 
opinions regarding the pilot project to 
developmentservices@sidney.ca so that this 
information can be used to help plan future projects.  

When do I need a permit? 

Homeowners are often unsure whether they need 
permits to work on their home. Regulations are often 
different depending on each community’s bylaws, so 
the following is a brief overview of what permits are 
required in Sidney. 
 
If you are unsure about whether or not you require a 
permit, the easiest way to check is to give Town Hall 
a call and speak to staff.  Simply call 250-656-1725 
and staff will be more than happy to provide the 
necessary information and help you navigate the 
process.  For Sidney, here is a list of common 
renovation, maintenance, or construction situations 
you may face, and the permit(s) you may need for 
them. 
 
You need a Building Permit or Plumbing Permit for: 
 Moving interior walls and partitions 
 Building a new home or adding a secondary suite 
 Moving existing plumbing, installing new 

plumbing or changing fixtures 
 Doing structural repairs, renos, or additions 
 Building an accessory building (garage, carport, 

garden shed etc.) or installing a new fence 

You need a Development Permit for: 
 Work on any building or structure (including an 

accessory building) that is within a designated 
Development Permit Area in the Official 
Community Plan. 

 
Note that the Town does not issue permits for 
electrical or natural gas installations or changes. For 
these, contact the BC Safety Authority at 1-866-566
-7233. 
 
Permits are not required for: 
 Cosmetic changes to your home (i.e. painting.) 
 Replacing cabinets or flooring 
 Unclogging drains or replacing a roof 
 Repairing an existing fence, provided it meets 

Zoning Bylaw requirements 
 General maintenance on existing buildings 
 
And for any project, don’t forget to Call Before You 
Dig!  Call BC One Call at 1-800-474-6886 to make 
sure the area where you plan to dig is free from any 
underground utilities, electrical or gas lines. 
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Parks Master Plan 

 Staff have started work on a Parks Master Plan which will set out a vision for all of Sidney’s parks, including a 
list of future projects for consideration. The Town is working with a consultant, Barefoot Planning, on this pro-
ject. The process to develop the plan will include an analysis of current park conditions and uses, consultation 
with the community, and meeting with various park user groups. Beach accesses, natural ecosystem areas, 
pathways, playgrounds, sports facilities, dog parks, and more will all be part of the discussion in this process. 
 
We are looking forward to hearing your thoughts on the future of parks in Sidney! Please take the time to re-
spond to the questions on this page, and send us any other input you may have in relation to our parks. We 
would like to receive your comments and ideas by the end of August so that they can be considered for the 
development of the draft plan.  In addition to the survey, there will be a public open house event in August on 
the Parks Master Plan and everyone is encouraged to stop by and share your thoughts and ideas. Event details 
will be advertised in the Peninsula News Review and on the Town website, so stay tuned! 
 

Parks Master Plan Questionnaire 
 
Please return this page to Town Hall at 2440 Sidney Avenue by Thursday, August 31st. Alternately, you can 
also access this same questionnaire on our website at https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/R63TQQ9. 

 
Which parks do you use or visit most frequently in Sidney? Please list all:  ___________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
What elements of these parks do you enjoy most? _________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What elements do you enjoy least? _______________________________________________________________________ 

 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
List any beach accesses you use in Sidney: ________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Are there any improvements you would like to see at beach accesses? ______________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
If you do not visit Sidney parks, is there any factor that would encourage you to make more use of the parks?  
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Have you seen anything in a park elsewhere that you would like to see here in Sidney? Is there any specific 
park you would like to see it in? ___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Do you have any other ideas or opinions that you would like to share with us about Sidney’s parks? __________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 



Sidney Welcomes Carshare Provider Modo to Town 

The Royal Canadian Marine Search and Rescue 
(RCM SAR) responds to small and large marine 
emergencies across the coastal waters of B.C. and is 
made up of over 1,000 people who give up a great 
deal of their time to train and be on standby when 
they are needed. Our members are 100 percent 
volunteers who are professionally trained to respond 
to marine emergencies 24 hours a day, 365 days per 
year. Many of the operations are at night and during 
inclement weather and at significant risk to the 
vessels and crews who volunteer their time to 
respond to marine rescue.   
 

The citizens of Sidney and North Saanich are 
fortunate to have their own search and rescue 
station that has recently acquired a rigged hull 
inflatable vessel. Our local stations responded to 
134 marine rescues last year. 
 
Ninety percent of the operational budget of Sidney’s 
SAR station is provided by donations and grants.  
We are always looking for donations and people 
with a passion to volunteer for this great cause. 
Make a splash with us and help us continue saving 
lives on the water.    www.marinerescue.org 

Are you thinking of downsizing to just one vehicle, or 
no vehicle at all?  A more sustainable transportation 
option is now available to the people of Sidney. On 
June 1st, Acting Mayor Cam McLennan was on hand 
to officially welcome Modo Co-operative to 
Town.  Modo is one of the largest car sharing 
organizations in BC, with over 500 vehicles in the 
Vancouver, Nanaimo and Victoria areas. 
 

Car sharing is essentially a short-term car rental 
system where members can book cars in the 
provider’s fleet for a desired period of time (i.e. 
hourly, daily or even weekly use). Car sharing is great 
for people who choose not to own their own vehicle 
but may need one occasionally, need a second 
vehicle to supplement their household, or for those 
who would like occasional access to a vehicle of a 
different type than they use day-to-day (e.g. a truck 
or van). 
 

Anyone can become a member of Modo and book 
one of their two brand new cars located in 
downtown Sidney: a Toyota RAV4 hybrid electric 

SUV and a fuel-efficient Honda Fit compact car. The 
cars are conveniently located on Fourth Street next 
to the Town Hall parking lot, and on Third Street, 
between Beacon and Sidney Avenues, by the 
entrance to the Third Street parking lot. Booking can 
be done anywhere, any time by computer, telephone 
or smartphone app. 
 

In addition to two cars in Sidney, Modo members 
can also book an additional 46 vehicles in the greater 
Victoria area.  Cars are also stationed at all four 
major ferry crossings, with 500 more on the 
mainland. Through Modo’s network, Sidney residents 
now have access to affordable, convenient and 
sustainable transportation when they need it, 
without the hassle and cost of car ownership.  
 

A successful carsharing program in Sidney will lead 
to additional vehicles in the local area.  Joining Modo 
is easy, and much less expensive than owning and 
operating your own vehicle.  For more information 
on Modo’s service, and how to become a member, 
visit www.modo.coop.  
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2018 Sidney Calendars now on sale! 

Featuring once again local photographers and the many charms of Sidney, the 
2018 Town of Sidney Wall and Desk Calendars are now available at Tanner's 
and other local outlets. Highlights this year feature colourful floral settings, 
Salish Sea vistas, early morning walks, sunrises and even a couple of snow 
scenes. Since their inception seven years ago, the calendars have become 
eagerly anticipated reminders of Sidney's beauty and make ideal gifts for 
family, friends and visitors.  

Royal Canadian Marine Search & Rescue 

http://www.modo.coop
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We know the corner now as Tanner's but previously 
it was known as the Bus Depot and News Stand, or 
the Sea Gull Inn.  At times the corner sported a cafe, 
a financial institution, and even a toy store.  In 
1910, Andrew G. Berquist, a retired blacksmith, 
acquired the northeast corner of Beacon Avenue and 
Fourth Street from Andrew Munro, a livery man and 
teamster.   Berquist wasted no time and constructed 
a two-storey building on the property.  Initially, the 
ground floor was leased to the BC Telephone 
Company and operated as the Sidney Exchange.  The 
upper floor was occupied by Mr. James McNaught 
(the Exchange manager) and his family.  By the fall of 
1912, the telephone exchange had outgrown its 
location and relocated to a new building on Fifth 
Street, now known as Fish on Fifth. 
 
When Sidney residents decided a high school was 
needed in the area, a decision was made to lease the 
building, which ran classes from August 25, 1913 to 
June 1915, when it was moved to Third Street. The 
second floor was rented out to community groups 
for meetings and church services, and became 
known as "Berquist's Small Hall" so it would not be 
confused with "Berquist's Hall" directly across 
Beacon Avenue.    
 
 By 1919, Mr. and Mrs. C. J. Mosedale, the Sidney 
agent for the B.C. Electric Company, occupied part 
of the main floor, and the Flying Line Stage waiting 
room occupied the remainder.  Social and club 
meetings were still being held on the upper floor.   In 
March 1920, Mrs. Wesley Cowell opened a 
dressmaking store where the Mosedale family 
resided, but only remained there for two years, when 
Mrs. E. Davidson opened a restaurant and a rooming 
house in the building.   

A restaurant and waiting room became permanent 
features of the corner for the next 20 years, taking 
on several different names and proprietors.  In 1926, 
Mr. and Mrs. James A. Speedie leased the building to 
open a restaurant and rooming house named the Sea 
Gull Inn.  Mr. Speedie previously operated the 
Victoria and Sidney Motor Stage service in 
competition with the Flying Line, later selling his 
business to the competition.  In August, Speedie 
added an Imperial Gas pump in front of the Inn.  This 
likely raised a few eyebrows, especially those of his 
next door neighbour, Earl McKenzie, owner of the 
Sidney Service Station.   
 
In November 1927, Wilfred Harrison, the owner of 
the Flying Line, sold his business to Empress Taxi & 
Sightseeing Company Limited, who operated the 
Gray Line Coach service.  In September 1928, 
Vancouver Island Coach Lines acquired the business,  
after which time it became known as the "Depot 
Coffee Shoppe".   
 
In 1929, Harry W. Rowse and his wife took over the 
Inn.  Six months later, disaster almost occurred.  On 
November 17, a fire devoured the three adjacent 
buildings (the Sidney Service Station, the Radio and 
Accessories Display building, and the real estate 
office of Sam Roberts).  The Sidney Review reported 
that "At first it did not seem possible to save Seagull 
Inn, a two-storey restaurant and boarding house 
close by the service station to the west.  Practically 
the whole contents were rapidly removed to safety, 
but the determined efforts of the fire-fighters finally 
won and Seagull Inn escaped untouched."   
 
In 1930, Don Sparling, a real estate man and Notary, 
opened his business.  He would remain there until 
September 1934 when he moved to another 
location down Beacon Avenue. 

From the Archives ~ The “Crème de la Crème” corner 

Photo by Nat Klein 
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During the early months of 1931, the Sea Gull Inn 
received a make-over and changed its name to the 
"Avenue Cafe".  A few months later, Frank L. 
Godfrey acquired the café and rooming house.  In 
addition, Godfrey offered a private taxi service 
which was available 24 hours a day. 
 
On February 1, 1943, the popular cafe and bus 
depot was destroyed by fire which started in Raye's 
Tavern next door and spread to the Avenue Cafe 
and Bus Depot Building.  The buildings were a total 
loss but some furniture and personal belongings 
were saved from the Avenue Cafe.   

Godfrey promptly acquired space directly across 
Beacon Avenue for his taxi service and Vancouver 
Island Coach Lines.  However, the rebuilding of the 
business block would be a lengthy process, taking 
nearly five years.  During the summer of 1946, 
Godfrey acquired two army huts, having them 
moved to the property and placed at a ninety degree 
angle, facing both Beacon Avenue and Fourth Street.  

After considerable renovations, Godfrey was able to 
move in and reopened the business in December 
1946. 
 
Known as Frank's News & Smokes and the 
Vancouver Island Coach Lines Depot, the building 
now sported a rounded stucco corner and gave a 
fresh look to Sidney’s downtown.  On April 1, 1962, 
Godfrey retired and sold the building to the Saanich 
Peninsula Credit Union.   The News Stand was taken 
over by W. H. Larnick and was renamed the Sidney 
News & Variety store. 
 
The credit union remained in the building until 1973.  
In March 1974, Color Your World moved in and 
remained there until the end of 1977.  In 1978, 
Carr's Toy Shop Ltd. opened a business in the 
building, which was succeeded by Sidney Toyland by 
May 1979, who operated at this location until the 
spring of 1983.   
 
The Sidney News & Variety store remained in the 
same location and was operated by a number of 
different owners.  In July 1982, Clive and Christine 
Tanner acquired the business and continued to 
operate it.  By April 1983, the Tanner’s took over the 
Toyland Store, expanding the business to become 
one of the largest bookstores and magazine 
operations on Vancouver Island.  With the Tanner's 
love for books and their business fortitude, they 
opened several additional book stores in Sidney and 
by 1996, they had developed a new brand for the 
town, “Sidney Booktown”, modeled after the 
Booktown at Hay-on-Wye in Wales.  They 
encouraged several established book dealers to 
come to Sidney and assisted with the opening of a 
number of other book stores.  Twenty years later, 
Sidney is still known as Booktown.  In 2000, the 
Tanner's sold Tanner's Books to Cliff McNeil-Smith, 
who still operates it today.  Clive and Christine 
Tanner still operate several other bookstores in 
Sidney. 
 

Brad R. Morrison 
Sidney Archives Manager 

250-655-5445 

From the Archives ~ The “Crème de la Crème” corner (cont.) 

Before the fire 

After the fire 



Every Thursday until August 31 - Sidney Street Market from 5:30 to 8:30 pm on Beacon 
Avenue. 
 
July 1 - August 31 - The Way Things Were - Historical Exhibit at the Sidney Museum, 2423 Beacon Avenue 
(open daily from 10 am to 4pm). 
 
Every Monday in July and August - Play in the Park from 5:30 to 8:30 pm in Tulista Park. 
 
Every Tuesday in July and August (except August 29) - Saanich Peninsula Literacy Open Air Library from 10 am 
to noon in Beacon Park. 
 
Every Wednesday in July and August - Play in the Park from 5:30 to 8:30 pm in Rathdown Park. 
 
Sundays in July and August starting July 9 - Summer Sounds in Beacon Park from 2 to 4pm. 
 
Monday, July 24 - Blood Donor Clinic from noon to 7pm at the Mary Winspear Centre. 
 
Saturday, July 29 - Annual BC Aviation Museum Open House from 10am to 4pm (1910 Norseman Road). 
 
Friday, August 11 - Island String Players Society Concert present Raven Baroque in Beacon Park from 6:30 - 
8pm. 
 
Sunday, August 13 - Torque Masters Car Show from 8am to 3pm on Beacon Avenue. 
 
Monday, August 14 - August Council meeting at 7pm in Council Chambers. 
 
Saturday, August 19 - Annual Salish Sea Lantern Festival from 7:30 to 10:00 pm in Beacon Park and at the 
Bevan Fishing Pier. 
 
Sunday, August 20 - Bed Races on Beacon from 10am to 4pm along Beacon Avenue. 
 
Monday, August 21 - Blood Donor Clinic from noon to 7pm at the Mary Winspear 
Centre. 
 
Monday, September 18 - Blood Donor Clinic from noon to 7pm at the Mary Winspear Centre. 
 
Sunday, September 24 - Sidney’s First Annual Seaside 10k/5k/kids dash starting at 10am in Beacon Park and 
continuing down various streets in Sidney. 
 
Friday, October 13 to Sunday, October 22 - 2017 ArtSea Festival (various locations in Sidney). 
 
Tuesday, October 31 - Treat Street in downtown Sidney from 4 to 6pm. 
 

For all Sidney events, visit the Distinctly Sidney website at 
www.distinctlysidney.ca/events/calendar 

Upcoming Events in Sidney 


