
Here we are nearing 
the end of another 
year and wow - 
what a year it’s 
been! This will be 
the last Town Talk 
of 2017 and I’d like 
to take the 
opportunity to do a 
bit of a recap and to 
invite residents to a 
few important, 
upcoming events. 
 
To begin with, I 

would like to thank everyone involved in making 
Sidney’s Canada 150 Celebrations the best on 
Vancouver Island! This includes our planning team, 
dedicated volunteers, Town staff, community 
organizations and local businesses who all came 
together to make this year happen. Our Council 
couldn’t be more appreciative of the community 
pride and collaboration that went into delivering the 
dozens of events and initiatives that made up 
“Sidney Celebrates Canada 150”. We have received 
compliments from near and far about everything 
from Sidney’s festive street decorations to the 
unique events held throughout the year. I would also 
like to say, on behalf of Town Council, a heartfelt 
“thank you” to citizens of Sidney and the Saanich 
Peninsula for taking part in the celebrations and 
showing your community spirit. This is what makes 
Sidney such a great place to live. 
 
 

In keeping with the theme of year end, I’d like to 
remind residents about our Annual Organizational 
Meeting taking place on Monday, December 4th 
beginning at 7:00 pm in Council Chambers. This 
meeting provides us with an opportunity to provide 
the public with a review of the work we have 
completed in 2017 and share plans for the upcoming 
year and beyond. It is also the time we present long-
term service awards to Town staff and celebrate our 
many volunteers who take the time to sit on Town 
committees and commissions. The meeting is 
followed up with light refreshments and an 
opportunity to socialize. 
 
Finally, I encourage everyone to mark your calendar 
for January 1st, 2018 as Town Council and the Mary 
Winspear Centre will once again be hosting an 
afternoon Community Tea in place of the New Year’s 
Day Open House at the Town Hall. This year, the tea 
will be served to tables to make the event more 
relaxing. There will be music, entertainment, a few 
speeches and presentations and a wonderful 
slideshow of the year that was 2017 in Sidney. 
Thanks to an amazing team of volunteer 
photographers, the Town has hundreds of wonderful 
photos depicting all of the events that took place 
during Canada 150 and we felt this was a great way 
to share them with the community. Tickets will go on 
sale in early November through the Mary Winspear 
ticket office. 
 
In closing, I wish everyone the best during the 
upcoming holidays and look forward to seeing many 
of you at the Organizational Meeting and New 
Year’s Day Tea. 
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2018 Municipal Appointments 
to Committees / Commissions / Boards 

The Town is accepting applications from residents wishing to be involved in the community by serving as a 
member on the following: 
             Term 
Advisory Planning Commission         1-2 years 
Board of Variance           3 years 
Economic Development Commission         2 years 
Ports & Waterfront Infrastructure Committee       1-2 years 
Saanich Peninsula Water & Waste Water Commissions      1 year 
Victoria Airport Authority - Noise Management Committee     1 year 
 
These are volunteer positions.  Further information and application forms can be obtained at Town Hall or on 
the Town’s website at www.sidney.ca.  Interested citizens are invited to submit their applications prior to 4:00 
p.m., Monday, November 6, 2017 to the attention of: 
 

Mayor and Council - Town of Sidney 
2440 Sidney Avenue, Sidney, BC  V8L 1Y7 

Fax: 250-656-7056   Email:  admin@sidney.ca 

Town of Sidney will be closed during the holidays from Friday, December 22 at 2pm to Monday, January 1, 
2018 (re-opening on Tuesday, January 2). 
 
For any water or sewer emergency calls, please call the Town’s 24-hour emergency line at 250-656-1184. 
 
During the Sidney Drivers Services office closure, please contact ICBC Customer Contact Centre (250-978-
8300) for Driver Licensing inquiries or for Insurance General Information contact 1-800-663-3051.  For 
anything claim related call 1-800-910-4222. 
 
In case of emergency, call 911. 

Business Hours During the Holidays 

Works Yard Solar Project 

In December, Sidney will be installing 
rooftop solar panels at our Works 
Yard on Ocean Avenue.  The new 
panels will generate 42,400 kw-hr of 
electricity annually, or the equivalent 
of 4 average homes!  The project is 
consistent with Sidney’s 2010 
Climate Action Plan and has an 
estimated payback period of 15.5 
years. 



To help celebrate Canada’s 150th anniversary, 
Sidney’s Parks Department installed special displays 
in 2017. Beacon Avenue looked spectacular this year 
with a red and white theme that included banners 
strung across the street, and red and white planters 
and baskets with vibrant petunia displays.  

Other commemorative floral displays included the 
“Welcome to Sidney” sign at the Pat Bay/Beacon 
Avenue intersection, and Maple Leafs painted on the 
pavement down Beacon Avenue. 

And while we are still enjoying this special 
anniversary, it is that time of year again when the 
Parks Department will be changing out the annuals 
in the gardens and planters in favor of winter 
tolerant plants and bulbs.  We often receive requests 
for details on how we maintain our gardens, and the 
following paragraphs will provide a few tips. 
 
While changing out the annual beds, Parks Staff will 
till in soil amender (available at your local landscape 
supply outlet) to help the plants thrive through this 
growing season. 
 
This is also the time of year when Parks staff will be 
restoring grass boulevards that were dug up or 
otherwise disturbed by construction and 
infrastructure work, such as Resthaven Drive and 
Westbrook Drive.  Other Town lawns are being de-
thatched and overseeded in the month of October.  
This ensures thick, vigorous grass growth in the 
future, and provides good defense against weeds. 
 
Tree planting season is also upon us. Replacement 

trees are funded by money taken from developers 

when trees are lost to development. Sidney adopted 

a new Tree Preservation Bylaw this year, and we 

now plant 2 replacement trees for every protected 

tree lost to development. 

News from the Parks Department 
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News from the Sidney/North Saanich RCMP Detachment 

There have been many personnel changes at the 
Sidney / North Saanich RCMP Detachment since the 
last Town Talk was published.  
 
In the spring of 2017, Staff Sergeant Wayne Conley 
was promoted to Detachment Commander.  S/Sgt 
Conley has been at the Sidney / North Saanich 
RCMP Detachment in charge of operations for 
several years.  The Detachment Commander position 
isn’t entirely new to S/Sgt Conley, as he had been the 
Acting Detachment Commander since the departure 
of the previous Detachment Commander in the 
summer of 2016, and several times throughout other 
periods of Detachment Commander transitions.  
 
S/Sgt Conley’s replacement in the operations role is 
Sergeant Brett Sinden.  Sgt Sinden was recently the 
Detachment Commander of the Alert Bay RCMP 
Detachment, and brings a wealth of experience from 
a wide variety of career paths including General 
Investigations (plainclothes), General Duty, Serious 
Crimes and Provincial Unsolved Homicide among 
others. 
 

The Operations Support Corporal position was 
previously filled by Erin Fraser.  Erin Fraser, (now 
Sergeant) was promoted and left Sidney in early 
summer, and now works at the RCMP District office 
in Victoria.  Her replacement, Corporal Chris 
Manseau, had been a Watch Commander at the 
Sidney / North Saanich RCMP Detachment since the 
summer of 2016. Corporal Manseau was previously 
in Kitimat and 100 Mile House, working general duty. 
 
Constable George Phipps rotation as the community 
liaison officer came to an end at the beginning of the 
summer, and just recently Constable Meighan de 
Pass was appointed the position. 

From the Archives ~ Cottage, to Gas Station, then Business Block 

"Do you know what was located at such and such 
corner?" is one of the most common questions made 
by visitors at the Sidney Archives.  To answer a 
recent question concerning the north-west corner of 
Beacon Avenue and Fifth Street, some may be 
surprised at the answer and others may have 
nostalgic memories. 
 
To begin with, one of the first dwellings in the 
Sidney area was located on this corner.  It is 
recorded that it was occupied by two teachers in 
1894: Angus Galbraith, who taught at the North 
Saanich School on School Crossroad (now known as 
Mills Road) and also by the first teacher of the 
Sidney School, Arthur W. Currie, (later General Sir 
Arthur W. Currie,) who gained fame as the first 
Canadian Commander of the Canadian Corps during 
World War I.  The cottage was moved further down 
Beacon Avenue sometime before 1911 and the lot 
remained vacant until 1927.  

The corner would take on a new look in October 
1927.  The Sidney Review reported that James B. 
Readings and his son Ben were constructing an "Up-
to-Date" automobile service station at the corner.  A 
40 foot by 60 foot wooden frame building with a 
cement floor and foundation was described as "being 
laid out in a systematic method with due regard for 
the installation of the most up-to-date garage 
equipment will include, among other essentials, the 
latest in wrecking cars."  The firm was to be known 
as Readings & Son Service Station and would have 
an Associated Gas filling pump "installed immediately 
in front of the building but sufficiently off the street 
to avoid interference with traffic."  Later they would 
change to Home Gas and Products.  They also 
offered 24 hour emergency service, making available 
their "Wrecking Car".  The lot beside the service 
station was also acquired for future expansion of the 
business.                                     
                                                     (continued on page 5) 
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In February 1935, Frank Hunt took over the 
premises and opened Hunt's Garage offering Texaco 
Gas and Oil Products.  In the early summer of 1936, 
an addition to the back of the building was built, 
facing Fifth Street, which the Hunt's used as a 
residence.  A change was made to the garage 
building during February 1939 wherein the old 
lubricating room on the west side of the structure 
was renovated and painted.  This then became the 
retail and workshop for Ray Byers, who was in 
charge of the "Radio Service Department" of Hunt's 
Garage. 
 
Frank Hunt operated the garage until fall of 1946.  
The business then was renamed as Beacon Motors 
by the new owners who would run it until the end of 
March 1948, when it would be sold to Thomas Flint, 
a recent arrival from England.  Thomas Flint, his wife 
Eleanor and their son Gerry, would operate the 
business as Beacon Motors at this location for the 
next ten years, before building a new garage across 
the street in 1957.  During this period, Eleanor 
would operate the "Pot Bank" pottery shop for three 
years (1948-51) in the old radio department.  Later 
the shop would be used for tire and batteries sales 
and storage. 

On February 20, 1957, it was announced that the 
Flint family were going to spend $50,000 in the 
construction of a new garage across the street from 
the existing one and the old premises were to be 
converted into "three modern merchandizing units."  
The Sidney Review reported on August 7  "All 
semblance to its original purpose of service station 
has now been eliminated and the canopy formerly 
covering the pumps has been removed.  The front is 
to be completely rebuilt and a modern aspect will be 
given to it."  The new business was block completed 
and christened the "Trentham Block," and the first 
tenants moved in during the second and third weeks 
of November, those being Martin's Jewellers and 
Stylerite Shoe Store.  A third business, an appliance 
store of the firm Stanlake and Young Ltd., moved 
into the block in August 1958. 
 
Over the next 60 years, there has been a large 
number of different business occupying the 
Trentham Block, yet few of today's residents of 
Sidney (until now,) would have guessed that the 
present building once was a gas station. 

Brad R. Morrison 
Sidney Archives Manager 

250-655-5445 

From the Archives ~ Cottage, to Gas Station, then Business Block 



October 
October 30 from 5:30 to 7pm - Council Meet & Greet in Council Chambers at Town Hall. 
 
October 31 from 4 to 6pm - Third Annual Treat Street in Downtown Sidney. 
 

November 
November 1 to November 15 - Tribute to the Armed Forces Exhibit at the Sidney Museum. 
 
November 5 - Sidney Concert Band presents A Remembrance Day Concert at 2:30 p.m. at the Mary Winspear 
Centre. Special Guests Saanich Peninsula Pipe Band, 443 Squadron Pipes & Drum, and more. 
 
November 11 - Remembrance Day Ceremony and Parade. Starts at 10:15 a.m. at the Mary Winspear Centre 
and proceeds to the Cenotaph at Town Hall. 
 
November 12 at 2:30 pm - Sidney Classical Orchestra presents Music With a Twist at St. Elizabeth’s Church. 
 
November 13 from noon to 7pm - Blood Donor Clinic at the Mary Winspear Centre. 
 
November 16 to December 31 - Teddies and Toys Exhibit at the Sidney Museum. 
 

December 
December 2 at 8:30 am - Breakfast with Santa at the Mary Winspear Centre. 
 
December 3 - Sidney Sparkles Christmas Parade starting at 5:00 p.m. on Beacon Avenue, followed by the 
annual Sail-past of Lighted Boats along Sidney’s waterfront. 
 
December 4 at 7pm - Special Council Organizational meeting in Council Chambers. 
 
December 11 from noon to 7pm - Blood Donor Clinic at the Mary Winspear Centre. 
 
December 11 at 6pm - Committee of the Whole meeting in Council Chambers. 
 
December 18 at 7pm - Council meeting in Council Chambers. 
 
December 25 - Annual Christmas Dinner at the Mary Winspear Centre (by donation).  To reserve for the 11:30 
a.m. or 1pm sitting, please call Wendy during the day at 250-656-7678.  
  

January 
January 1 to April 2 - Lego Show and Exhibit at the Sidney Museum. 
 
January 1 at noon - New Year’s Day Polar Bear Swim on Lochside Drive (just down from Tulista Park). 
 
January 1 from 2 to 5pm - New Year’s Day Community Tea at the Mary Winspear Centre. 
 
January 8 from noon to 7pm - Blood Donor Clinic at the Mary Winspear Centre. 

For all Sidney events, visit the Distinctly Sidney website at 
www.distinctlysidney.ca/events/calendar 

Upcoming Events in Sidney 


