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Mayor’s Message
Welcome to the spring edition of Town
Talk! As we look forward to the warmer,
sunnier weather, I would like to share
some of the many exciting events
happening in Sidney during the spring
and summer.
Sidney has certainly become known for
its arts, culture and events scene over
the past several years. Events like the
annual Lego Festival, Sidney Days and
Treat Street have captured the attention
of residents all over the South Island and
even beyond. I attribute this success to
our hardworking, dedicated community
organizations and remarkable volunteers.
The Sidney Events Advisory Group
(SEAG), headed by the Sidney Business
Improvement Area Society (Sidney BIA)
has been key to enhancing and building
the community’s enviable calendar of wellorganized, fun and entertaining annual
events. SEAG was first established in
2014 through an agreement between the
Town of Sidney and The Sidney BIA. The
group consists of representation from
every organization in and around Sidney
that hosts annual events. The purpose of
SEAG is to ensure coordination of major
events and provide advice and support
amongst the participating member
organizations.

@townofsidneybc

(Fax) 250-655-4508

on May 3rd to 6th. The BC Boat Show
is hosted by the British Columbia Yacht
Brokers Association and is the largest inthe-water boat show on the west coast.
Right on the heels of the Boat Show,
Sidney will welcome athletes from
around the country as Port Sidney Marina
plays host to the National Standup
Paddleboarding Championships, from
May 26th to 28th. These championships
will decide who will represent Canada
in the Pan Am Games and the world
championships. Organizers are hoping
standup paddleboarding will become an
Olympic event in 2024 and that Canada’s
Olympic team trials will eventually be
held in Sidney.
June will see the return of the Vancouver
Island Comic Con to the Mary Winspear
Centre. The event was one of our
Canada 150 events in 2017 and was
such an outstanding success that the
Sidney BIA has taken it under their wing.
The comic con is unlike any other event
held in Sidney and attracts people from
all over the Island as well as the Greater
Vancouver area. In conjunction with the
Comic Con, the Sidney Museum will
once again host a comic book exhibit
during May and June.

This year we will see some new and
some returning events that are bound to
provide opportunities for local residents
and attract visitors to the community.

Another Canada 150 event that will return
is the highly popular Dinner en Rouge.
The Mary Winspear Centre has taken on
the event and will host it in Beacon Park
on June 29th.

May will be a big month on the water as
we see the return of the BC Boat Show
to our shores at the Port Sidney Marina

Immediately following are Sidney
Days with the Fire Works, Canada Day
festivities, Sidewalk Sale and much more
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Mayor Steve Price
packed into what promises to be one of
the best Canada Day weekends ever.
This, of course, is just a small sampling
of the many great events held in Sidney
each year. With the Sidney Street Market,
concerts at the Mary Winspear Centre,
the Sidney Fine Art Show, Christmas
Parade, and dozens of others, there is
always something to do in Sidney by the
Sea.
Mayor Steve Price

Every Thursday night on Beacon Avenue
June 7 - August 30
5:30pm - 8:30pm
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Community Safety Building Update
Town Council recently approved a
long-term lease agreement with BC
Emergency Health Services (BCEHS) for
the co-location of an ambulance station
at the new Community Safety Building
being constructed near Eighth Street
and Bevan Avenue. Mayor Steve Price
stated, “Keeping the ambulance station
in town to serve our residents has been
one of the motivating factors in pursuing
a new Community Safety Building. The
Town is happy to provide a new, custombuilt, post-disaster building for use by BC
Emergency Health Services, knowing
that they will be here for the long-term.”

unprecedented cost escalation due to
the number of projects underway in the
region.

The lease agreement includes an initial
term of 20 years, with four renewal
options that could double the term to 40
years. BC Ambulance paramedics will
be moving in shortly after completion
of the Community Safety Building,
which is scheduled for early 2019.
“We’re extremely excited to be moving
into a facility that’s built to our needs,”
said BCEHS’s Lance Stephenson.
Stephenson, BCEHS’s area director
for patient care delivery on Vancouver
Island, says this is Vancouver Island’s
first purposely built joint facility for fire
and emergency health services use.
“It’s great to see a building with the
future in mind,” said Stephenson. “It
really is ideal.” BCEHS will make annual
lease payments for their portion of the
Community Safety Building, ensuring
cost recovery for the Town of Sidney.
This contribution has always been part
of the overall funding for the building.

Most of the project overage will be
covered by the proceeds from the sale of
the Third Street property containing the
existing fire hall, as well as the adjacent
parking lot. The original budget included
a very conservative estimate of the Third
Street sale proceeds; adding the adjacent
property to the sale will ensure that any
project cost overages are covered. The
Town is currently reviewing proposals for
the sale of these properties, but the exact
sale price will not be finalized until later
this year. We are projecting, however,
that the proceeds will reduce the Town’s
portion of total borrowing. And please
note that any sale arrangement will
include the protection of at least 30
public parking spaces.

It is important to note that despite the
increases in overall project cost, there
will be no increase to the amount that
the Town will borrow for the project.
The amount of borrowing required for
the project – and the resulting impact
on taxpayers – is still within the range
originally projected. The Town’s portion
of the borrowing was estimated to be in
the range of $5 - $8 million. That is still
the case.

While it is too early to know exactly
what the Town portion of borrowing will
be, the ultimate impact on the average
Sidney residence will fall within the range

Initial budgets estimated that the total
project would cost up to $10 million, with
the ambulance portion representing $1.2
million of that sum. The most recent
budget estimate indicates an overall cost
of approximately $15 million, with $2.5
million of that coming from BCEHS. In
part, what has changed is the size and
scope of the ambulance component.
While this change has contributed to
the overall project cost, a much more
significant impact has been the local
construction market, which has seen
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indicated below. With BCEHS requiring
$2.5 million of the debt funding, the
upper limit for the Town portion would be
the $7.5 million shown below. $6 million
is the best estimate at this time, but, as
stated, this is subject to change.
$
Borrowing
Amount

%
Tax
Equivalent

$
Impact
Annual

$
Impact
Monthly

$5,000,000

2.43%

$34.61

$2.88

$6,000,000

2.92%

$41.68

$3.47

$7,000,000

3.42%

$48.75

$4.06

$7,500,000

3.67%

$52.28

$4.63

With $6 million being the most likely
estimated borrowing amount, this
means that for about $41 per year for
the average residence (half of which is
already included in the 2018 budget and
taxes) this investment assures that the
community will have a post-disaster fire
hall and ambulance station for the next
50 years. And if our tax base continues
to grow, the impact will be spread across
a greater number of properties, reducing
the cost per household.
At the completion of this vital project, the
citizens of Sidney can feel comforted
by having an exceptional post-disaster
facility that will withstand a significant
seismic event and ensure that emergency
services can be provided throughout the
community no matter what the outcome.
The Community Safety Building will
be open within a year to serve the
community for the next two generations.

Sidney Local Government Election
Voting Day is October 20, 2018
Elector Registration
The Town uses the Provincial List
of Electors for voting purposes. To
ensure you are on the list, please
contact Elections BC at 250-387-5305
or email electionsbc@elections.bc.ca.
New registrations will be accepted on
voting day, please bring two pieces of
personal identification providing proof
of identity and residency.

Thinking about Running for Local
Office?
People considering running in
local elections now have access to
resources that provide information
about the general expectations
and the roles and responsibilities
of elected officials. These new
resources will help people to make
informed decisions about running for
government office.
Nomination documents for persons
interested in running for office of
Mayor (1 elected), Councillor (6 elected)
or School Trustee (1 elected) will be
made available on Friday, July 27th.

Persons qualified to run for office
must be:
• age 18 or older;
• a Canadian Citizen;
• a resident of BC for at least 6
months; and
• not be disqualified by any statute
or law from being nominated,
elected or holding office.
Nomination period begins at 9:00
am on Tuesday, September 4th
and closes at 4:00 pm on Friday,
September 14th. Nomination
documents must be filed with the
Chief Election Officer at Town Hall.
The Town of Sidney and the District
of North Saanich are co-sponsoring a
forum for new candidates which will be
held in early September at the Mary
Winspear Centre. The forum will be
led by Mr. Rob Roycroft and will cover
topics such as time commitments,
compensation, conflicts of interest,
impacts on personal life, decision
making, elected official’s roles and
responsibilities, and a discussion of
the complexity of municipal issues.

Be Careful With What You Flush
“Flushable” wipes are not so flushable
Did you know that every gallon of
residential and commercial waste
water in Sidney passes through
at least one pump station before
reaching the Saanich Peninsula
Waste Water Treatment Facility
operated by the CRD? The Town
operates and maintains 11 sanitary
sewer pumping stations which run
24/7/365, and we are experiencing a
significant increase with piping and
pump station malfunctions caused by
flushable wipes.
These so called “flushable” wipes
serve as a handy alternative to
traditional cleaning supplies, while
offering the convenience of quick
disposal. However contrary to what

is marketed, these wipes are not
flushable, do not break down, and
cause blockages to the pumps that
keep the sewer system running. This
presents a significant maintenance
and repair cost to the Town taxpayers
and blockages to the system can lead
to wastewater overflows into homes.
This is not just a Sidney problem,
as waste water professionals across
the globe are experiencing similar
occurrences and are working to bring
a public awareness campaign and
to educate the manufacturers about
the problem. It is a good practice to
not flush any wipes down the toilet.
Instead, please dispose of them in the
garbage.
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General Voting Day
Saturday, October 20th
8:00 am to 8:00pm
Mary Winspear Centre
(2243 Beacon Avenue)

Advanced voting Days
Wednesday, October 10th
&

Wednesday, October 17th
8:00 am to 8:00 pm
Sidney Town Hall
(2400 Sidney Avenue)

Watch for election-related
advertisements in upcoming issues of
the Peninsula News Review. Further
election information is available on
the Town’s website at: www.sidney.ca/
Town_Hall/Elections.htm
If you have any questions, please
contact the Administration Department
at 250-656-1139 or email
admin@sidney.ca.

Community Planning
Are you interested in learning
more about the Town of
Sidney’s Community Planning
process? Check out our Guide
to Community Planning, which
can be found on our website at:
http://www.sidney.ca/Assets/
Development+Services/Guide_
To_Community_Planning.pdf
Are you looking to learn more
about any active or completed
development application in
Sidney? Check out our Active
Development Applications
webpage. Go to www.sidney.ca,
click on “I Want To,” select “Find
Out About” and choose “Active
Development Applications.”

3

Memories From Our Past

How did Sidney’s Street and
Address System Come About?

Today, we take things for granted with the
availability of modern technology. For
example, when driving to an unfamiliar
location, all we need is our GPS, phone
or tablet to guide us. All the information
is quickly provided. However, we often
do not consider the historical mechanism
that lay behind the development of our
modern conveniences.
From Sidney’s infancy to the early 1930s,
the village’s growth was gradual; the
inhabitants knew each other and where
each other lived. There was no need of
a distinct address for each residence.
Yet with the growing pains during the
war years of the early 1940s, this closeknit community found itself dealing with
a significant increase in population, both
permanent and transitory. This motivated
the Sidney Businessmen’s Association,
in conjunction with the B.C. Electric
Company, to introduce an address
numbering system.
B.C. Electric’s
interest in the scheme was to ensure
they could distinguish between houses in
order to bill their customers using correct
meter readings. The ability to identify
by a number also enabled emergency
services like the fire department to locate
businesses and residences more easily.
The initial discussion occurred in May
1940, when Alfred W. Hollands and
Donald Sparling were appointed to
assist in creating the address system.
In short order, it was announced that the
new address numbering system would
commence from east to west on Beacon
Avenue, starting at the wharf. The west
side of each corner would begin with a
corresponding hundred value (e.g. First
to Second Street would have numbers
between 100 and 199). The south side
of Sidney’s avenues were given even
numbers and the north side odd numbers.
Beacon Avenue also acted as the main
junction for street numbering. 900 block
and 1000 block were south and north of
Beacon Avenue respectively. The west
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side had even numbers and the east
side odd. With this new system, it was
declared: “Sidney is going modern, citylike!”
A map was produced with the address
numbering and was made available at
Sparling’s Real Estate office, and the
citizens of Sidney and district were asked
to drop in and be assigned their number.
Many residents and businesses were
favourable to the scheme, and acquired
the appropriate numbering to display.
Baal’s Drug Store took advantage of the
scheme, and placed an advertisement in
The Review: “HOUSE NUMBERS neatly
affixed, 25c. ‘phone Sidney 42-L.”
In November 1944, it was announced
that the B.C. Electric Co. had produced
a new key-map, whereon all the houses
in the district were properly numbered
in the hope that householders, who had
not already done so, would affix the
assigned numbers to their residences.
Residents were encouraged to display
their addresses in such a manner that
they would not be blocked by trees or
bushes.
The address system continued in
this fashion until a revised scheme
was developed by the Capital Region
Planning Board during the mid-1950s.
The new scheme was based on a grid
block system, whereby the numbers
would increase by 100 in continuance of
the addresses already assigned in the
Victoria area. Thus, the numbers just
north of Royal Oak Cross Road would
begin with 4600, Mount Newton Cross
Road with 7800, Beacon Avenue with
9800, and so on northward.
Royal Oak, Central Saanich and North
Saanich took to the revised system
without too much dispute, as no set
address numbering system had yet been
put in place in their districts. Sidney
residents were not so accommodating.
“Incorporation of the numbering system
currently in use in the Village of Sidney
might prove a formidable problem,”
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admitted Mr. Weisman of the Capital
Region Planning Board in November
1956. The most ardent supporters of
the integrated numbering plan were the
postal authorities and fire departments of
the areas concerned. “The plan would
see every house numbered and in case
of reporting fire alarms the householder
would be required to state the details
of street and number. Similarly, the
complete address given on a letter would
facilitate its delivery from the post office
standpoint” commented the editor of The
Review.
Another reason given for the integrated
numbering plan was that the B.C.
Telephone Co. was in the process of
introducing an automatic system using
dial phones in the districts involved.
With this new system, all emergency
calls would be received by the Saanich
Fire Department and the alarm would be
sounded via radio. The new radio relay
system was scheduled to commence
operations on March 2, 1959, after
residents and businesses in Sidney and
North Saanich had been informed of
their new addresses.
Conforming to the new address system
required adjustment.
Likely the
most confusing changes were, firstly,
reversing the progression of numbers
on avenues from east to west to west
to east; and secondly, the changing of
the odd sides to even numbers and vice
versa on avenues going west to east.
The only changes made to streets going
from south to north was the increase
of the size of the address numbers to
correspond with those proceeding them
from the Victoria region.
Of course there were those who were
upset with the number changes, but
these were few when compared to
the complaints made concerning the
changing of established street names,
which we will review in an upcoming
Town Talk.
Brad R. Morrison
psr1@shaw.ca

Tree Management in Sidney
Did you know? Over the last 5 years,
Sidney’s Parks crews have planted
over 300 trees!

Forest Strategy in Sidney. This
Strategy would address the following
issues:

The trees planted include:
• 122 cedars
• 91 maples
• 38 firs
• 14 dogwoods
• 44 others (oak, plum, beech,
pine, magnolia, cherry)

•

Assurance of long-term health
and equitable distribution of trees
between various areas of Town

•

Assessment of individual parks
and identification of areas for
significant additional tree planting

•

Inventory of existing tree cover
and setting goals for the next 5
and 10 year periods

•

Creation of a Boulevard Tree
Policy to guide species selection
and replacement planning for
different streets

Sidney’s limited and predominantly
developed land area means that
there are only a few significant
natural forests in the Town. However,
there are also 28 parks and many
other publicly owned areas which
contain large numbers of trees of
various sizes and species. A primary
challenge for the Town is to manage
both natural and developed areas in
a way that balances recreational and
environmental demands, as well as
mitigating the impacts of development
and industry.
Section C4 of the recently completed
Parks Master Plan provides
recommendations for management
of natural areas and also identifies
the need for the creation of an Urban

•

Increasing the community
benefits produced by the
urban forest and contribution
towards Sidney’s broader goals
for climate change, natural
environment, neighbourhood, built
environments, parks, open spaces
and transportation.

Council has directed that community
engagement be held in 2018 towards
creation of the Urban Forest Strategy.

Upcoming Council
Meetings
Council Meetings

7 pm in Council Chambers
April 9		
April 23
May 14
May 28
June 11
June 25

Committee of the Whole
6 pm in Council Chambers
April 3		
April 16
May 7		
May 22
June 4		
June 18

Council Meet & Greet

5:30 - 7 pm in Council Chambers
April 30

Sidney Sister Cities Association
2019 Town of Sidney Calendar

It’s time to submit photos for the 2019 Sidney Sister Cities Association
Town of Sidney Calendar!

Photo submission guidelines:
• Iconic Landmarks
• Sidney Charm
• Only photos taken in or of Sidney
accepted
• No limit on the number of
submissions
Required photo specifications
Photos must be:
• 4” by 6”
• Borderless
• On glossy photographic paper

Photos must show (on the back):
• The photographer’s name
• phone number
• email address
Mail or hand deliver photos to:
Bob McLure
#9 - 2235 Harbour Road
Sidney, BC V8L 2P7
Submission deadline:
April 30, 2018 at 12:00 pm
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Upcoming Events in Sidney
Sidney Classical Orchestra Dueling Pianos

April 15, 2:30pm
St. Elizabeth’s Catholic Church
Piano soloists Susan de Burgh and
Ed LeBarron will perform the highly
entertaining Carnival of the Animals
(with speaker Robert Holliston) and
more! Plus: the famous SCO SILENT
AUCTION! Tickets available in advance
and at the door.

Monte Carlo Night

April 21, Doors open at 6:30pm
Mary Winspear Centre
The Rotary Club of Sidney’s premier
fundraiser, this New Orlean’s style gala
will be a night to remember, with games
of chance, silent and live auctions,
music, dancing, food, and fun! Proceeds
will support the Peninsula Youth Health
Clinic, Mt. Newton Centre Society, and
Sidney Elementary School. Tickets
available at the Mary Winspear Centre.

Love Songs & Madrigals

April 22, 2:30pm
St. Elizabeth’s Church
Join Via Choralis chamber choir, with
pianists Al Kornelsen & Sandra Fletcher,
for a concert of choral music with piano
duet and soloists, featuring love songs
by Johannes Brahms. Conducted by
Nicholas Fairbank. Tickets can be
purchased in advance or at the door.

April Blood Donor Clinic

April 30, noon - 7pm
Mary Winspear Centre
Book an appointment online at blood.ca
or by calling 1-888-236-6283. Walk-ins
welcome.

BC Boat Show

May 3 - 6, 11am - 6pm
Port Sidney Marina
BC’s largest floating boat show is back
and bigger than ever - more boats of all
sizes, more exhibitors and more on the
schedule for the whole family.

Comic Book Exhibit

May 6 - July 6
Sidney Museum and Archives
This fun and educational exhibit shows
how comic-book superheroes emerged
in the 1930s and how they continued
to reflect our culture and values for
decades after.

Sidney Literary Festival

May 11, Doors open at 6:30pm
Shoal Centre
Authors Ron Norman and Keith Ogilvie
will read from and discuss their latest
books. Tickets available online and at
Tanner’s Books.

Royal Wedding Breakfast

May 19, Doors open at 8:30am
SHOAL Centre
Join Town Crier Kenny Podmore in
celebrating the Royal Wedding of
Prince Harry and Megan Markle. The
event includes a beakfast buffet, Craig
Henderon Trio, and video of the royal
wedding. Prizes for best hat and best
British costume. Call 250-656-5537 for
tickets.

The Sidney Street Market is Vancouver
Island’s largest outdoor market featuring
130 vendors and attracting between
3,000 and 5,000 people each night. Every
Thursday night from 5:30 to 8:30, from
June 7 to August 30, the Town’s main
street is transformed into a spectacular
festival offering everything from locally
grown produce, home-baked goods,
artisan jewelry, crafts, gifts, mouthwatering
food and live music.

Standup Paddleboarding National
Championships
May 25-27, 10am - 5pm
Beacon Park
Sidney by the Sea is playing host to
the Standup Paddleboarding National
Championships! The event, sponsored
by Surf Canada and presented by the
Mill Bay Marine Group, will have races
taking place along Sidney’s waterfront.

SCB’s Got Talent!

May 27, 2pm
Mary Winspear Centre
Join the Sidney Concert Band for its
annual Spring concert, featuring several
of its members as soloists.

June 10, 10am - 7pm
Mary Winspear Centre
The 2nd Annual Vancouver Island Comic
Con promises a fun-filled day including
over 80 exhibitors, a cosplay contest,
panels, demos and special guests. In
the tradition of comic cons, everyone is
encouraged to dress up!

May Blood Donor Clinic

May 28, noon - 6:45pm
Mary Winspear Centre
Book an appointment online at blood.ca
or by calling 1-888-236-6283. Walk-ins
welcome.

Strawberry Tea Fundraiser

June 24, 2pm - 4pm
2158 Mount Newton Cross Road
Join Mount Newton Centre Society at
their annual “Open House.” Enjoy tea
and refreshments to help the Centre
celebrate 39 years of service to Saanich
Peninsula residents!

June Blood Donor Clinic

June 25, noon - 6pm
Mary Winspear Centre
Book an appointment online at blood.ca
or by calling 1-888-236-6283. Walk-ins
welcome.

For more events & information, visit
www.distinctlysidney.ca
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5:30pm - 8:30pm
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2018 Sidney Days Schedule

•
•

June 29 - Dinner en Rouge
June 30 - Cultural Celebration &
Fireworks Extravaganza
•
July 1 - Sidney Lions Pancake
Breakfast, Canada Day Parade,
Family Fun Fair, Slegg Lumber Builda-Boat
•
July 2 - Sidney Sidewalk Sale
More details to come - watch the Town’s
website for more information.

