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Mayor’s Message
Happy New Year!
I hope that everyone had a wonderful
holiday Season - this is the time of year
that we take a look back at what has
happened over the past year and look
forward to the next.
To begin with, I would like to recognize
and thank the Town’s hard working
staff, the Town’s volunteer committee
members and Sidney’s volunteer base
which is surely the envy of the Island.
Looking back over 2017 - it was a ground
breaking year for Sidney on many levels.
We literally broke ground on the new
seismically sound emergency safety
building. This much needed, new facility
will house the Fire Hall, BC Ambulance,
Emergency Operations Centre and
a training tower. We have decided to
sell the site where the current fire hall
stands along with the adjoining parking
lot in order to offset the cost of the new
building.
You only have to look around to see
the many other new developments
happening – at the close of the year
we saw 63 new development proposals
and 308 new permits issued with a
total building permit value of over $34
million. This is slightly down from 2016
but still indicates a strong economic and
development climate in our community.
Perhaps one of the efforts that I am
particularly proud of is the continued

focus by our Town on fostering a strong
and positive relationship and partnership
with our First Nations neighbours.
I have continued to engage in meaningful
dialogues with the local Band Chiefs that
are based upon a foundation of honour,
openness, transparency and respect.
Council embraced 2017 as a year of
planning and visioning for the future.
Through significant public consultation
and
community
involvement
we
completed several key policy documents
including:
•
•
•
•
•

The Downtown mixed use &
multifamily density review
The Downtown waterfront vision
The Westside local area plan
Review and adoption of a new
Parking and Loading Bylaw
The Parks Master Plan is in its
final draft

An example of the type of interesting
initiatives that resulted from just one of
these plans is the very popular lawn chair
pilot project in Beacon Park. This was a
recommendation that came out of the
Waterfront Vision, and although minor in
cost and scope, it was a huge success.
Although we are a relatively small
community, Sidney is forward thinking
and often ahead of the curve when it
comes to embracing new technology
and ideas. A good example of this is
the Modo car sharing program that we
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Mayor Steve Price
signed on to this year. Our involvement
in this innovative program is just one of
the ways the Town is working toward
addressing the issues of transportation
and parking. Another area of focus
that the Town has been a leader in
is the establishment of a number of
EV Charging stations throughout the
Town. In fact, just recently, the Town, in
partnership with BC Hydro committed to
placing a new Level 3 fast charger in the
Town’s parking lot just to the south of the
Visitor Centre.
2017 was also an exceptional year of
celebration as we recognized the 50th
Anniversary of Sidney’s incorporation
as a town and the 150th Anniversary of
Canadian Confederation.
We began the year with a special
afternoon tea on New Year’s Day followed
by over 20 new events and initiatives as
part of Sidney Celebrates Canada 150.
As a result of Canada 150, three events
proved to be so popular that they have
been taken on as annual events.
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Thank you, Staff!
On December 8, 2017, Town
Council acknowledged the
following employees for their
long-term years of service
and whose dedication and
commitment continues to
make the Town an employer
of choice:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Mike Kimber - 25 years
Public Works
Cheryl Wingerter - 25 years
Parks & Public Works
Greg Collins - 20 years
Public Works
Adriano Sumberac - 15 years
Public Works
Laurie Davis - 11 years
Parks
Melanie Bogusz - 10 years
Development Services
Shawn Ingham - 10 years
Finance
Mike van der Linden - 10 years
Engineering
Alison Verhagen - 10 years
Development Services

Mayor’s Message Continued
The Vancouver Island Comic Con has
been taken on by the Sidney BIA, the
wildly popular Dinner en Rouge by the
Mary Winspear Centre and the Town will
continue to partner with Frontrunners to
host the Sidney Seaside 10K run.
These events and initiatives brought our
community together in a way that made
us all proud and which created lasting
legacies and memories. Amongst these
legacies are the beautiful Welcome
Figure carved by Perry and Tom
LaFortune in the traditional Coast Salish
style and the installation of “Ollie” the
bronze board dog sculpture in the new
skatepark.
On a personal note, 2017 ended with a
new challenge for me as I was elected
as the Chair of the CRD. I am looking
forward to this role and to working with
elected officials throughout the Capital
Region.
Moving forward, our priorities for 2018
were set out during our recent review of
the strategic plan. The full document can
be viewed on the Town’s website but I
want to share some of the highlights with
you.
•

Retirements in 2017
The Town would like to
acknowledge the following
staff who retired last year,
and thank them for their
many years of dedicated and
exceptional service:
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•

Stuart Fenton - Public Works

•

Jim Marshall - Parks

•

Ellen Paul - RCMP

•

Joe Iverson - Public Works

•

Work towards the extension of
the crown lease and sublease
with the new Port Sidney Marina
owner and implement the
divestiture of the breakwater
Initiate a phased approach for
the employee parking lot south
of Mary Winspear, which will also
accomodate overflow parking for
events at the Winspear Centre

•

Development of attainable
workforce housing

•

Completion of the parks master
plan

•

Completion of the community
safety building

•

Implementation of the downtown
public realm design standards
with a focus on public realm,
including streets, sidewalks,
underground infrastructure and
plaza space

•

Reay Creek remediation

•

Implementation of Provincial
flood hazard management
guidelines

•

Develop an urban forestry
management strategy

•

Incorporate the West Sidney
Local Area Plan into the Official
Community Plan

2018 is also a municipal government
election year with voting day taking place
on Saturday, October 20th.
In closing, I would like to remind everyone
that I am always available to meet with
our residents to hear their thoughts and
concerns at town hall. Call 250-656-1139
to set up an appointment, provide a brief
description of what the issue is, and I will
be happy to meet with you.
On behalf of Sidney Council, I would like
to wish everyone all the best in 2018!

Mayor Steve Price

Town Hall Closed
January 1, 2018 - New Year’s Day
February 12, 2018 - Family Day
March 30, 2018 - Good Friday
April 2, 2018 - Easter Monday
For any water or sewer emergency
calls, please call the Town’s 24hour emergency line:
250-656-1184
In case of emergency, call 911
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Memories from our Past

Sidney’s Cold Storage Plant, c. 1955

Cold Storage to
Star Cinema

A recent news article stated there
was a proposal for replacing the Star
Cinema building with a multiplex
structure that would incorporate a
three screen movie theatre. The
question “What is the historic
background of the existing building
and property?” comes to mind.
Previous to the existing building,
there were no recorded structures
on the property. It was not until the
summer of 1947, when Art Gardner in
partnership with Chet Levar acquired
the property, that plans were made to
construct a 48 by 82 foot two storey
building for the purposes of operating
a cold storage plant. Clearing and
construction of the building site
began during the last week of July.
A small sawmill was set up on the
property to cut lumber for the interior
of the structure, while cement blocks
formed the exterior walls.
It would be nearly two years before the
building was completed and ready to
be occupied. During this period, two
notable events occurred. The first
was the near downing of two year old
Terry Spear in the flooded foundation
of the site. Fortunately, the “tot” was
pulled from the water by his cousin,
who reported to his parents that Terry
had “been swimming.” The second
incident was a fire of undetermined
origin, which caused $300 worth of
damage to the building. Even though

the fire was quickly put out by the fire
department across the street, it could
have been a bit of an embarrassment
to Art Gardner, as he was the town’s
Fire Chief at the time.
On May 11, 1949, the first
advertisement appeared offering
cold storage space to the public. The
plant offered the latest technology
incorporating Freon gas as the cooling
agent. 1,000 lockers between seven
and nine cubic feet each were made
available as well as bulk storage
areas. In addition to cold storage, the
company also had a meat department
at the front of the building called
Storage Market, whereat assorted
cuts of meat and groceries were sold.
Business was a success, with many
locals quickly taking lockers. One of
the first customers was Rest Haven
Hospital, who previously had to deal
with a company in Victoria for their
cold storage.
The Gardner and Levar partnership
dissolved, and Art Gardner took on full
ownership of the business. The cold
storage business had filled a need for
the area at the time; however, with the
development of inexpensive cubic
home storage freezers, business
began to decrease, and a decision
was made to close the plant on May
31, 1960. After the closure of the
plant, Gardner converted the building
into a five pin bowling alley. The main
floor of the building was extended 38
feet to provide the needed length
for eight bowling lanes. The front,
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originally the store section of the
cold storage operation, formed the
office and coffee bar, and opened
directly on to the alleys. When
everything was finally prepared, the
Grand Opening occurred on October
21, 1960, and the establishment
was named Sidney Lanes. In short
order, several bowling leagues were
established and tournaments were
played. Business flourished for the
first few years but started to decline
by the mid-sixties, until the eventual
closure of Sidney Lanes on August
27, 1967.
Island Furniture Mart Ltd. was the
next long term occupant of the
building, opening on April 20, 1968.
The store occupied the building until
the beginning of November 1976,
when they moved their location to
2513 Beacon Ave.
During January 1978, residents
of Sidney may have felt they were
having déjà vu when the building
was again occupied as a bowling
alley. After six months of petitioning
and attempting to get financing from
the federal development bank, owner
Glen Wilson announced the opening
of a new “bowladrome” called Miracle
Bowling and Billiards. Wilson stated
that he named it “partly after the whale
and partly because it’s a miracle I
ever got this going.” The name was
shortened to Miracle Lanes soon
after. Miracle Lanes remained at the
3rd St. location until 1986, when it
was decided to build at the present
location on Bevan Ave.
“Bingo” was the call of the next
occupant of the building. On July
22, 1986, The Saanich Peninsula
Community
Bingo
Association
opened its doors to the public. For the
next decade the Bingo Association
operated in the building.
(Continued on page 4)
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Memories From Our Past Continued
During May 1998, it was announced
that a two-screen movie theatre was
to be established in the building, with a
capacity of 256 seats. Four months later,
on September 18th, the Star Cinema
officially opened with the showing of
Jackie Chan’s new comedy Rush Hour
in Cinema 1 and Mrs. Dalloway, starring
Vanessa Redgrave, in Cinema 2.
The Star Cinema was featured in the
Hallmark TV Movie “Pictures of Hollis
Woods,” starring Sissy Spacek, with
filming taking place in August, 2007.
The front of the building received a false
facade and ticket booth.

Star Cinema’s Carolyn Lewis said
the process of watching the theatre
transform was fun, stating, “This is
the background of what we do, what’s
behind the movies we show.” Recently,
with significant community fundraising,
the Star Cinema was brought up-to-date
with new projectors and seating.
It will be interesting to watch the
development of the new building, and
see what changes may occur throughout
the next decades to come.
Brad R. Morrison
250-882-2554

Smoke Alarms Save Lives
Smoke alarms are your best line of
defense against fire and can cut the risk
of fatality in a house fire nearly in half.
But a smoke alarm can’t save your
life if it isn’t working.
Did you know that the Sidney Fire
Department will install a free smoke
alarm for Town of Sidney residents?
We will also supply and replace smoke
alarm batteries, or clean your smoke
alarm. Our goal is for every Town of
Sidney resident to have a working
smoke alarm.
Most household smoke alarms are
battery powered, and studies show that
dead, disconnected, or missing batteries
are the principle cause of non-working
smoke alarms. Some tips to follow are:

The Star Cinema featured in “Pictures of Hollis Woods”
Image from Hallmark Hall of Fame Productions, 2007

Get to Know the Mount Newton Centre
One of the hidden gems of the Saanich
Peninsula community, Mount Newton
Centre is located adjacent to the Saanich
Peninsula Hospital on Mt. Newton X
Road. Since its beginning 38 years ago,
the Centre has grown as a communitybased non-profit organization, helping
seniors retain their independence.
This facility is likely unknown to many,
unless they have been directly impacted
by the need of its services, such as
the loan of wheelchairs, walkers,
commodes, hospital beds, and other
medical equipment. Mount Newton
Centre also provides a variety of health
services for Saanich Peninsula area
seniors, allowing them to live in their
homes independently and safely, for
as long as possible. Programs run by
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professional staff include an Adult Day
Program, Community Bathing program,
podiatry and blood pressure clinics, and
many more.
Island Health only partially funds the
Adult Day program’s operating costs; all
other programs depend on the generosity
and good will of individual donors and
service clubs of the Saanich Peninsula.
Mt. Newton holds two major annual
fundraising events: the “Strawberry Tea”
in June, and “Light the Way” in early
December.
For further information about services,
programs, and donation details, please
phone the Centre at 250-652-3432 or
visit mountnewtoncentre.org
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• Test your smoke alarm’s batteries once a
month and replace any battery too weak
to sound the alarm.
• Most smoke alarm batteries “chirp” to
alert you when their battery power is low.
When you hear a warning, replace the
batteries. DO NOT disconnect the unit.
• Replace smoke alarm batteries routinely
on the same day each year. A good time
to do this is when you roll clocks from
Daylight Savings to Standard Time each
fall. Change your clocks; change your
batteries.
• Smoke alarms are not recommended for
use in kitchens, bathrooms, or garages,
where cooking fumes, steam, or exhaust
can set off false alarms. Relocate alarms
away from these areas.
• Smoke alarms have a life expectancy of
10 years. Replace any smoke alarm that
is older than this.

For further information or to set up a
Smoke Alarm appointment, please
contact the Fire Department at
250-656-2121 or firedept@sidney.ca
Click here to sign up for Town of
Sidney Emergency Notifications
www.sidney.ca

2018 Municipal Election
The Local Government Election for the offices of Mayor, Councillor, and School
Trustee will be held on Saturday, October 20, 2018. The Town uses the
Provincial List of Electors for voting purposes. To ensure you are on the List,
please contact Elections BC (250-387-5305; electionsbc@elections.bc.ca)
NOMINATIONS
Nomination documents for persons interested in running for the office of Mayor
(1 elected), Councillor (6 elected) or School Trustee (1 elected) will be available
on Friday, July 27, 2018 at Town Hall. Persons qualified to run for office must be:
• age 18 or older;
• Canadian Citizen;
• resident of BC for at least 6 months;
• not be disqualified by any statute or law from being nominated,
elected or holding office
Nomination period begins at 9:00 am on Tuesday, September 4, 2018 and
closes at 4:00 pm on Friday, September 14, 2018. Nomination documents
must be filed with the Chief Election Officer at Town Hall.

General Voting Day

Saturday, October 20, 2018
					
Mary Winspear Center
(2243 Beacon Avenue)
					
8:00 am to 8:00 pm

Advanced Voting Days
Wednesday, October 10, 2018
Wednesday, October 17, 2018

Town of Sidney Municipal Hall
(2440 Sidney Avenue)
					
8:00 am to 8:00 pm

Watch for advertisements in the upcoming issues of the Peninsula News
Review. If you have any questions, please contact the Town’s Administration
Department at 250-656-1139 or admin@sidney.ca.

Upcoming Budget Meetings
The Town of Sidney will be holding meetings over the next two months to consider
the Town’s 2018-2022 Financial Plan, as follows:
•

Monday, January 15th
Committee of the Whole – Budget Presentation and Introduction

•

Monday, February 5th
Committee of the Whole Meeting – Initial Budget Consideration

•

Tuesday, February 20th
Special Council Meeting – Budget Deliberations

The above meetings will take place at the Town of Sidney Council Chambers,
beginning at 6:00 pm. All persons wishing to comment on, or inquire about, the
Five Year Financial Plan may do so at the February 5th meeting, at any regular
Council meeting following introduction of the budget, or at any time through written
submission. Background documentation will be made available at the Town Hall,
and on the Town’s website, following introduction of the budget on January 15th.
Budget deliberations are expected to begin at the Special Council Meeting
on February 20th. If not concluded that night, additional deliberations will be
scheduled for a future Council Meeting.

Upcoming Council
Meetings
Council Meetings

7 pm in Council Chambers
January 8
February 13
February 26
March 26

January 22
February 20
March 12
April 9

Committee of the Whole
6 pm in Council Chambers
January 15
February 5
February 19 March 5
March 19
April 3

Council meet & Greet

5:30-7 pm in Council Chambers
January 29

Inquiries may be directed to the Finance Department at 250-656-1184.

Town Talk | January 2018

5

Upcoming Events in Sidney
Blood Donor Clinics
January 8, noon-7pm
February 5, noon-7pm
March 5, noon-7pm
Mary Winspear Centre

Book an appointment online
www.blood.ca or by calling 1-888-236-6283,
and of course, walk-ins are welcome.

Sidney Classical Orchestra
The Elegant Oboe
January 14, 2:30pm
St Elizabeth’s Catholic Church

Russell Bajer – oboe soloist, joins the
orchestra for an afternoon of refined
Baroque oboe concertos and elegant string
orchestral music. Back by special request,
Stephen Brown – Concerto for Two Cellos,
The Big Twin, Joyce Ellwood & Laura
Backstrom – cello.

FREE Family Fun Day

February 12, All Day
Panorama Recreation Centre

Celebrate Family Day with FREE admission
to swimming, skating, weightroom and
fitness classes sponsored by Peninsula
Co-op. Skate 1-2:20pm, Swim 1:30-3:30pm

Sidney Classical Orchestra
Young soloists with the SCO
March 4, 2:30pm
St Elizabeth’s Catholic Church

Five to eight young Soloists will perform with
the orchestra.

Easter Egg Hunt

April 1, 1pm-2pm
Dominion Brook Park

Children are invited to bring their Easter
baskets to a lovely heritage park – Dominion
Brook Park across from Panorama
Recreation Centre. The Easter Bunny will
have been up since dawn hiding eggs in
nooks and crannies.

Bazan Bay 5K Running Race
April 8, 11am
Starting at Tulista Park

The final race in the Island Series, Bazan
Bay is fast, flat and furious! A favourite with
Island runners where many PB’s are set.
The course is along the beautiful ocean front
in Sidney on Lochside Drive and Trail.

Sidney Classical Orchestra
Duelling pianos

April 15, 2:30pm
St Elizabeth’s Catholic Church

Two piano soloists, Susan de Burgh and Ed
LeBarron, will perform the highly entertaining
Carnival of the Animals (with speaker) by C.
Saint-Saëns and F. Poulenc’s exhilarating
Concerto for Two Pianos and Orchestra.

Panorama Recreation Centre
Deluxe Active Pass
What better way to beat the winter
blues than by springing into action at
Panorama Recreation Centre with the
Deluxe Active Pass!
The Deluxe Active Pass features more
benefits than ever before, including
free Annual Youth Active Pass for all
dependent youth (18 years & under,
living at the same address) and a
20% discount on registered programs.
New for 2018, pass holders will also
receive one weight room orientation, 5
drop-in visits for 1 or more guests and
5 drop-in admissions to Kindergym or
Toys & Tumbles.
As the Saanich Peninsula’s hub for
recreation, Panorama offers a huge
variety of both recreational and
general interest programs. Facilities
include the six-lane, 25 metre
swimming pool, a multi-use leisure
pool (featuring a zero-depth entry, a
lazy river, a tots’ area, two additional
lanes, spray toys and benches with
hot tub jets), a sauna and steam
room, a swirl pool, and Southern
Vancouver Island’s biggest accessible
waterslide. Also under the same roof
are two ice surfaces, a weight room
with cardio and strength equipment,
an aerobics/fitness studio, indoor and
outdoor tennis courts, and racquetball
and squash courts.
For more information about
facilities, programs, and more
Deluxe Active Pass benefits, visit
panoramarecreation.ca

For more events & information, visit
www.distinctlysidney.ca
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2018 Sidney Family Day Weekend

A Lego Brick Festival

For the sixth consecutive year, downtown
Sidney businesses are gearing up for
another Family Day weekend of LEGObased events presented by Peninsula Co-op.
Sidney Family Days - a LEGO Brick Festival
will happen February 10th, 11th and 12th,
2018 from 10 am to 4 pm each day.
Sidney restaurants and businesses will
be open to welcome families. The theme
this year is SPORTS & RECREATION and
back once again is Robin Sather, Canada’s
only certified LEGO professional. This year
Robin will build an incredible 6-foot LEGO
Peninsula Panthers hockey goalie.
On Saturday, the fun will start with the
launch of the LEGO brick scavenger hunt
throughout downtown Sidney. Maps will be
available at the Sidney Museum and event
locations for avid hunters to begin their
quest. The Shaw Centre for the Salish Sea
will have underwater LEGO and VicLUG will
have an intricate display of LEGO creations
at the Sidney Pier Hotel all weekend. On
Sunday & Monday, all the fun continues as
Robin completes construction of his work of
art at the Mary Winspear Centre. Visitors will
help Robin build a giant LEGO mosaic. The
Mary Winspear Centre will also have LEGO
play areas for all ages, sports & recreation
themed activities, a community open house
where families can learn about the activities
available to family and youth in the area.
Don’t miss an interactive activity zone with
the McTavish Academy of Arts going on all
day as well!
Take the children of all ages out to explore
Sidney in search of exciting LEGO displays,
and enter your completed treasure map at
the Sidney Museum for a chance to win an
awesome prize. Watch for draw boxes and
door prize opportunities for fabulous LEGO
prizes all weekend.
Morgan Shaw
visitorservices@distinctlysidney.ca
Facebook.com/SidneyFamilyDayWeekend

