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Mayor’s Message
I love summer in Sidney! Along with the 
warm sunny days, comes the colourful 
flowers, well-manicured lawns, bustling 
streets, and an abundance of family-
friendly events. Summer also sees the 
release of our Annual Report, which 
is currently available for review on the 
Town’s website under the Administration 
Department’s page. 

I understand that Annual Reports are not 
as exciting as gardens and festivals, but I 
encourage you to take the time to review it 
as it is one of our greatest communications 
tools available to inform and engage the 
residents of Sidney. The Annual Report 
provides a comprehensive overview of 
everything we have accomplished as a 
Council and community in 2017 and the 
plans for 2018. It clearly demonstrates 
Council’s well-balanced management 
of the town and provides the audited 
Financial Statements that confirm that 
the Town is in a positive financial position 
which enables us to deliver sustainable 
services to our residents over the long-
term.

Some of the highlights that I would 
like to share with you now include; the 
construction of our new seismically 
sound Community Safety Building. This 
is the single largest infrastructure project 
any Council has ever undertaken and 
one that will serve the community for 
decades to come. I commend our staff 
for their hard work and commitment to 
keeping this project on track and fiscally 
responsible through means such as 

securing the lease with BC Ambulance 
and the sale of the current fire hall lands. 

The Town also processed a high volume 
of development applications while 
undertaking several vital projects that 
will shape the future look and feel of our 
community. These include the Downtown 
Mixed-Use and Multi-Family Residential 
Density Study, the West Sidney Local 
Area Plan, the Downtown Streetscape 
and Urban Design Standards plan, the 
Downtown Waterfront Vision, and the 
Parks Master Plan. We ensured that all 
of these plans involved significant public 
participation so that we can bring our 
community into the future with a shared 
vision while enhancing the vibrant, 
walkable seaside atmosphere we all love 
about Sidney.

We saw the opening of the new Skatepark 
during our unprecedented Canada 150 
events program, and we completed the 
design for a new beach volleyball court 
in Tulista Park which was just opened on 
Canada Day of this year. These additions 
have contributed to enhancing what has 
become our community’s recreation 
district; an area that is always full of kids 
and families of all ages enjoying these 
public spaces and facilities.

The Sidney Fire Department took on 
some significant projects in 2017. They 
successfully completed an emergency 
management audit with the Auditor 
General while contributing considerable 
time and resources to the wildfires in 

the interior. In addition, they initiated an 
emergency notification system which 
has since been integrated with North 
and Central Saanich as the Saanich 
Peninsula Alert.

The Town was also recognized for its 
sound and responsible management 
with the Canadian Award for Financial 
Reporting for the fourth year in a row. As 
well, our Driver Services earned a Broker 
Customer Experience Award, along with 
the associated financial award to the 
Town for a sixth consecutive year.

As always, my door is open to you if you 
wish to discuss the Annual Report or any 
other issues you are concerned about. 
In the meantime, enjoy the summer in 
sunny Sidney by the Sea!

Mayor Steve Price

Mayor Steve Price (left) and Town Crier 
Kenny Podmore officially open the Tulista 
Sand Volleyball Court
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Sidney Local Government Election
* Voting Day is October 20, 2018 * 

Voting opportunities

general Voting Day
saturDay, october 20th

8:00 am to 8:00pm

mary Winspear centre

(2243 beacon aVenue)

aDVanceD Voting Days
WeDnesDay, october 10th

&
WeDnesDay, october 17th

8:00 am to 8:00 pm

siDney toWn hall

(2400 siDney aVenue)

haVe your Vote count!

Nomination Documents for people interested in running for Mayor, Councillor 
or School Board Trustee will be available on the Town’s website or for pick up at 
Town Hall on Friday, July 27th.

The nomination period begins at:
9:00 am on Tuesday, September 4th 

and closes at: 
4:00 pm on Friday, September 14th.

Please ensure nomination documents are completed thoroughly and submitted to 
the Chief Election Officer at Town Hall.

Advance Voter Registration will be accepted at the Town Hall from July 30th to 
August 28th for those who qualify as either a resident or non-resident elector.

Mail Ballot Voting is available for people who have a physical disability, illness 
or injury that affects their ability to vote at any of the voting opportunities, or if you 
expect to be absent from the Town on general voting day and the advance voting 
opportunities.  Please contact the Administration Department at 250-656-1139 as 
soon as possible to get your name on the list.

Watch for advertisements in the upcoming issues of the Peninsula News Review. 
For further information, please go on to Town’s website at www.sidney.ca or contact 
the Administration Department at 250-656-1139 or email: admin@sidney.ca.

2018 Canada Day & Sidney Days Fun!    (Photos by Nat Klein)



3Town Talk | July 2018

upcoming council 
meetings

council meetings
7 pm in Council Chambers
August 13 Sept. 24

committee of the Whole
6 pm in Council Chambers
Sept. 4 Sept. 17
Oct. 1

council meet & greet
5:30 - 7 pm in Council Chambers
July 30

Sidney’s Commercial Vacancy 
Rate as low as 3.06%
Since May of 2017, the Town of Sidney’s Economic Development Commission 
(EDC) has been monitoring Sidney’s downtown vacancies and commercial building 
trends. The latest results confirm that Sidney’s current commercial vacancy rate 
in the downtown core is under 8% based on the number of available units, or as 
low as 3.06% based on available square footage which is the industry standard for 
determining vacancy rates.  

This periodic, detailed review of vacancies in the downtown core provides an 
ongoing comparison which clearly demonstrates a constant decline in the number 
of vacancies and provides an accurate picture of the Town’s retail and commercial 
sector. This is valuable information for both the Town and the business community.  

The most recent review suggests that commercial space is shrinking temporarily 
as older buildings are being torn down to make way for redevelopment. In total, 
21,433 square feet have been removed since the initial inventory. However, this will 
be more than made up when the new buildings are finished. It is also fair to say that 
the new spaces are being picked up quickly.

The vacancy review takes properties under redevelopment out of the tally of square 
footage, thereby better identifying available space in the downtown and determining 
a true account of the actual number of vacancies. 

Details of the vacancy can be found on the Business page of the Town’s website at: 
www.sidney.ca/Business/Community_Profile/Economic_Indicators/Business_Stats.htm

A big thank you to all of  the wonderful organizers and volunteers who made the June 29 - July 2 
weekend such a special experience, and to everyone who came out to celebrate with us in Sidney!
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Sidney’s Street Sign 
Development
In the previous edition of Town Talk, we 
reviewed the creation and development 
of the street address system in Sidney 
and district. In this edition, we will review 
the street corner signs and how they 
came about.

With the development and implementation 
of Sidney’s first address system in March 
1940, it soon became apparent that street 
signposts should also be considered 
and erected at the major intersections 
on Beacon Avenue. The first move in 
this direction was to determine what the 
cost per individual sign would be. When 
this was calculated, Gordon Prat, of the 
Imperial Service Station, was assigned 
in March 1941 to “wield the paint brush in 
an artistic manner” and prepare the sign 
posts for installation. It was remarked, 
“with sign posts on the streets and 
numbers on the houses Sidney will fast 
be taking on the appearance of an up-
and-coming town.”

For the want of available time caused 
by other pressing needs, the painting 
of the signs was delayed. By June 
1941, George Baal, the chairman of the 
Businessmen’s Association expressed 
his frustration, stating “If it was 
impossible to get this work completed 
he would do it himself!” In mid-January 
1942, Sidney’s first sign posts were 
finally erected on Second, Third, Fourth 
and Fifth Streets along Beacon Avenue, 
with the assistance of the Department of 
Public Works. The sign posts were made 
of cedar and painted white, with tapered 
tops and black lettering printed vertically 
on all four sides.

Apparently, there was no rush to prepare 
and erect further street sign posts. It 
was not until nearly seven years later 
when the Department of Public Works 
undertook the job. 

It was reported on December 21, 1949, 
that, under the foremanship of Bill 
Munro, the department had prepared 
and erected “small printed signs” that 
“now stand on the corner of every street.” 
It appears that many of the signs needed 
to be replaced after only a few years use. 
In June 1956, upon the recommendation 
of Mrs. V. Cowan, one of Sidney’s 
Commissioners, the village allocated 
$50 to replace worn or missing signs with 
new plastic versions. 

Materials and letters for 26 new street 
signs were ordered. These were to be 
used on the main thoroughfares, with 
the hope that the remaining signs in the 
village would be replaced the following 
year. On August 21, 1956, the new signs 
were erected on the existing posts. The 
signs themselves were made using 
black plastic letters, four inches in size, 
which were nailed onto a background 
painted lime green. “This modern color 
is designed to catch your eye against 
the houses and buildings which are 
predominantly white or light coloured,” 
stated Mrs. Cowan. The new signs soon 
became the target of vandals; several 
of them were stolen a few weeks after 
they were put up. It was suggested that 
perhaps someone did not appreciate the 

lime green colour. Only two signs were 
recovered, with one “located at some 
distance from its proper place.” 

When Sidney Council considered 
replacing the remaining street signs 
in 1957, they decided to change the 
design. The new signs would be made 
of aluminium with polished metal letters 
on a black background, and once again 
mounted on white cedar posts.  It appears 
to have been a good decision, as there 
were no more reports of vandalized 
signs. 

Several years later, complaints were 
made by the Sidney Ratepayer’s 
Association concerning difficulty in 
identifying the correct sections of streets 
that were “broken between Beacon and 
Oakville Avenues.” In response to this, 
Council had the letters “N” or “S” placed 
on street sign posts to indicate their 
location relative to Beacon Avenue.

Over the next decade, rectangular street 
signs were mounted on wooden posts 
at street corners, and then on top of 
round steel posts similar to those of our 
present-day signs.

Brad R. Morrison
psr1@shaw.ca

Left: Bob White with his children Bobby & Arlene at the corner of Beacon Ave and Second St 
during the summer of 1946.  Right: Sixth Street Sign, 1964

Memories From Our Past
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This year’s street banners recognize Sidney’s jewel - the waterfront and the cultural 
and recreation opportunities it provides. This includes the BC Boat Show, CSA Surf 
Canada National Championships and the World Rowing Coastal Championships 
events taking place in Sidney this year.

The image of the Welcome Figure carved by Perry LaFortune represents the 
culture and history of the First People of this area which is called SET,TINES* 
(Sidney) in SENĆOŦEN, the language of the W̱SÁNEĆ people. SET,TINES 
means “chest sticking out” in reference to the way the land juts out into the water. 
SET,TINES was an important area for launching boats to reach the Gulf Island to 
hunt and fish. (*source, Saltwater People, as told by Dave Elliott Sr.)

Thank you to Lucas Coppelstone from McTavish Academy Of Art for the paddle 
boarding image and Nat Klein for the Welcome Figure image. We hope everyone 
enjoys these banners as they adorn our downtown streets throughout the summer.

2018 Town of  Sidney Street Banners

Each July, Sidney residents eagerly 
await the release of the Town of 
Sidney Calendars (Wall and Desk). 
The calendars, produced by the 
Sidney Sister Cities Association 
in association with the Town and 
available at Tanner’s Books and other 
town outlets, are a much anticipated 
annual addition to all that makes 
Sidney a sought after location for 
Sidney residents and visitors alike.

The incredible cover image by Mel 
Falk, below, for the 2019 Town of 
Sidney Calendars is sure to make 
them the hottest sellers since the 
introduction of the calendars in 2012!

Be sure to purchase yours soon!

SIDNEYSISTERCIT IESASSOCIATION.COM

s i d n e y

sidney

2 0 1 9  c a l e n d a r

2 0 1 9  c a l e n d a r

british columbia canada  |  2019 calendar

Calendar produced by Sidney Sister Cities Association with assistance from the Town of Sidney, BC, Canada.  Local Sidney events may be subject to change.

Cover photo:   Laundry Day on the Salish Sea - Mel Falk

printed by:
Town of Sidney

sidney.ca
Distinctly Sidney

distinctlysidney.ca

2019 Town of Sidney 
Calendars

(Wall and Desk)

North Saanich, Sidney, and Central Saanich municipalities have joined together 
to provide safety alerts to the residents of the Saanich Peninsula. All existing 
subscribers have been migrated into the system which is designed to deliver critical 
and potentially life-saving alerts to residents and stakeholders who have registered.

Saanich Peninsula Alert allows the three Peninsula municipalities to alert residents 
and stakeholders in events such as earthquakes, tsunami alerts, evacuation 
notices, or other safety threats. Following the initial alert, updates may be sent as 
the situation changes.

“Effectively, it means we are looking at residents and stakeholders on the Peninsula 
as a whole rather than belonging to one of three individual municipalities,” says 
North Saanich Fire Chief John Trelford.

“This system allows specifically targeted areas to be alerted to prevent over-
notification. For example, if an event is affecting only a few streets, these affected 
streets will be the only neighbourhood to be notified,” says Sidney Fire Chief Brett 
Mikkelsen.

To receive alerts in the form of emails, a phone call, or text message, individuals 
will need to subscribe to Saanich Peninsula Alert. “If residents are already 
registered to receive alerts with their municipality, there is no need to re-register, 
however, you are encouraged to login and verify your information is current.” says 
Central Saanich Fire Chief Chris Vrabel. 

Only those who have registered for these alerts will receive them. Be advised, this 
alerting system is not a lifesaving tool. If you are in an emergency situation, call 
911.

Saanich Peninsula 
Alert Launched
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Upcoming Events in Sidney
Open Air Library
July 3, 10, 17 & August 7, 14, 21
10 am - 12 pm
Iroquois Park
Join South Island Literacy this summer 
for the fourth-annual Open Air Library!  
Everyone is welcome to select from a 
wide range of reading materials, relax 
with a good book on cozy blankets, 
enjoy the fresh air and take home a 
book afterwards. Reading materials are 
available for all ages; there is no need to 
register, this is a FREE drop-in program.

Sidney Sculpture by the Sea
July 8 - September 4
Sidney Museum & Mary Winspear Centre
The Sidney BIA, in collaboration 
with the Mary Winspear Centre, the 
Sidney Museum, and the Vancouver 
Island Sculpture Guild, is pleased 
to announce Sidney Sculpture by 
the Sea, a two-month contemporary 
sculpture display that features more 
than 30 artists and close to 100 pieces 
of art. The summer show will also 
highlight the many sculptures that line 
Sidney’s beautiful waterfront, Beacon 
Avenue and elsewhere around Town. 
Towards the end of July, the Shaw 
Centre for the Salish Sea will add to its 
outdoor sculpture display with a new, 
contemporary piece by master-carver, 
Temosën (Charles Elliot).

Blood Donor Clinics
July 23, noon - 6:45 pm
August 20, noon - 6 pm
Sept. 17, noon - 6:45 pm
Mary Winspear Centre
Book an appointment online at blood.ca 
or by calling 1-888-236-6283. Walk-ins 
welcome.

Salish Sea Lantern Festival
August 25, 7:30 pm - 10 pm
Beacon Park
Everyone is invited to join in the magic 
of the Salish Sea Lantern Festival. The 
festivities open with the SENĆOŦEN 
Singers, live music, face painting, 
balloon twisting, bubbles, and the show 
of extraordinary hand-made creative 
lanterns. Bring your creative spirit, dress 
up in a costume, or carry your own 
hand-made lantern, and be part of a 
magical celebration of light, community 
and artistic expression!

Torque Masters Auto Extravaganza
August 12, 8 am - 3 pm
Beacon Avenue
Wind your way through an impressive 
array of classic cars, hot rods, 
motorcycles and more! This day-long 
event includes food, music, prizes, and 
lots of fun for the whole family.

Sidney Seaside 8k/5k
Sept. 23, 10 am
Beacon Park
The Sidney Seaside 8k and 5k is a 
family friendly running event showcasing 
the beauty of the Salish Sea and the 
relaxed seaside town atmosphere. With 
stunning ocean and mountain views 
combined with a flat course and lively 
post-event party, this is one race you 
won’t want to miss.

The Sidney Street Market is Vancouver 
Island’s largest outdoor market featuring 
130 vendors and attracting between 3,000 
and 5,000 people each night. Every 
Thursday night from 5:30 to 8:30, from 
June 7 to August 30, the Town’s main 
street is transformed into a spectacular 
festival offering everything from locally 
grown produce, home-baked goods, artisan 
jewelry, crafts, gifts, mouthwatering food 
and live music.

For more events & information, visit
www.distinctlysidney.ca

Beginning Sunday, July 8, Sidney’s 
waterfront will once again be filled with the 
eclectic songs of the Summer Sounds 
Concert Series. Each Sunday in July and 
August from 2:00 pm to 4:00 pm, a new 
musical group takes the band shell stage 
in Beacon Park for a free community show 
generously sponsored by Peninsula Co-op. 
Visit www.peninsulacelebrations.ca for more 
details and the concert schedule.

The 100.3 The Q’s Bed Races on Beacon 
are back in Sidney this summer! It’s a high-
octane, fun-packed family event. Watch 12 
teams from local business organizations 
race hospital beds down Beacon Avenue. 
There will be costumes, prizes, music, 
food, and fun guaranteed! Come along to 
watch the races and cheer on your favourite 
team on Sunday August 26th, 1 - 3 pm 
on Beacon Ave between 5th and 3rd 
street. You can help the Saanich Peninsula 
Hospital Foundation raise funds for 
Sidney’s Peninsula Youth Clinic. For more 
info, visit www.sphf.ca

08.26.181PM-3PM
IN SUPPORT OF: 
THE PENINSULA YOUTH CLINIC

Panorama Recreation is excited for 
you and your family to join us for our 
FREE Play in the Park program 
again this summer on the Saanich 
Peninsula.  At Play in the Park, 
Panorama staff facilitate interactive 
play, face painting, group games, 
and of course, inflatable fun on our 
giant 50’ obstacle course! In Sidney, 
the program takes place Mondays 
at Tulista Park and Wednesday 
at Rathdown Park, 5:30-8:30pm, 
from July 9 to Aug 29.

This program wouldn’t be possible 
without the tremendous support 
from our community. Thank you 
Bosley’s Sidney, Tanner’s Books, 
Rotary Club of Sidney by the Sea, 
Kiwanis Club of Sidney & the 
Saanich Peninsula and the Saanich 
Peninsula Literacy Group, Games 
2U Victoria, Peninsula Co-op, and 
the Bottle Depot.

A line of up activities for the whole 
family has been organized this 
summer and may include: Family 
Fitness, Pickleball introductions, 
Mobile Skate Park, Storywalks, and 
an open air library! We can’t think 
of a better way for you to spend 
your summer evenings, so grab the 
whole family and join us for some 
fun! Remember, a community that 
plays together, stays together!


