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Mayor’s Message
It seems only a short time ago that I wrote 
my first Town Talk message as Mayor. 
Now, as I pen my last message of the 
term, I find myself reflecting on the past 
four years. It certainly has been a full, 
challenging and rewarding experience 
and I have been honoured to serve as 
Mayor of this fine community.

With improved economic conditions, we 
have seen development, investment, 
growth and visitors return to Sidney. 
This enabled our Council to establish 
a foundation on which to build a strong 
future. Now, I would like to take the 
opportunity to provide a review of some 
of the highlights.

We began in 2015 by developing a 
Strategic Plan through public consultation. 
This provided us with the three 
overarching goals of developing a resilient 
economy, a balanced demographic and 
quality living environment. Some of the 
significant projects and initiatives that 
resulted include: 

• Construction of a new seismically 
sound community safety building 
that houses the fire department, 
BC Ambulance and the emergency 
operations centre

• Construction of an employee / 
overflow parking lot next to the Mary 
Winspear Centre

• The Port Sidney Marina Lease 
Extension and Breakwater 
Divestiture

• Completion of a new, state-of-the-
art skatepark and beach volleyball 
courts in Tulista Park 

• Construction of the Aranza, a 56 
unit affordable housing building 

• Completion of several important 
plans for the future of our 
community including the Downtown 
Mixed-Use and Multi-Family 
Residential Density Study, the 
Downtown Waterfront Vision, a 
Parks Master Plan, Downtown 
streetscape and urban design 
standards, and the West Sidney 
Local Area Plan

• The Town has taken a leadership 
role to ensure the Reay Creek 
Remediation 

• Replacement of the Toll Booth at 
the Anacortes Ferry Terminal and 
completion of new sidewalks from 
the ferry terminal into town along 
with gateway signage and the 
addition of Ocean Spray Park at the 
south entrance to downtown

• Coordination of “Sidney Celebrates” 
the community’s Canada 150 
program that included over 20 
unique events and initiatives

• Expanded communications 
including the launch of social media, 
the addition of public participation 
opportunities at Committee of 
the Whole Meetings for OCP and 
Zoning Amendment applications, 
and webcasting of council meetings

• Formed the Economic Development 
Commission

• Undertook a comprehensive review 
of the Business License Bylaw and 
the Off-Street Parking and Loading 
Bylaw

• Ensured the expansion and 
completion of the Peninsula Medical 
Centre by providing the Saanich 
Peninsula Health Care Society with 
a short-term loan.

This is only a small sampling of some of 
the bigger projects we have undertaken 
in the past four years. I can assure you 
that the day-to-day work of the Town far 
exceeds this list but it gives residents an 
idea of the many good things that have 
been happening in Sidney.

I would like to recognize and applaud 
the many volunteers who sit on Town 
committees and commission and who 
support the many events and initiatives 
that make Sidney the wonderful place it 
is.

Most importantly, I want to sincerely 
thank the residents of Sidney for their 
support and for their dedication to this 
great community.

In closing, I would like to thank my 
fellow Councillors for their hard work 
and dedication to our community. I wish 
them all the very best in the future. As 
well, I would like to say thank you to 
Town of Sidney staff who continuously 
strive to make Sidney the best seaside 
community in Canada.

Mayor Steve Price

Back Row L to R: Councillor Tim Chad, 
Town Crier Kenny Podmore, Councillor 
Peter Wainwright; Front Row L to R: 
Councillor Barbara Fallot, Councillor 
Mervyn Lougher-Goodey, Mayor Steve 
Price, Councillor Cam McLennan, 
Councillor Erin Bremner-Mitchell
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Library Update

Once the renovations are complete, the 
building will have updated electrical, 
lighting, HVAC, windows, and more. 
The library’s interior will also be 
refreshed, made more accessible, and 
modernized.

Upgrades include:

• Remodeled youth and adult 
sections

• Fireplace lounge area
• Additional computers and a new 

laptop bar
• Additional study and lounge seating
• New flooring, lighting, and paint
• New furniture and shelving
• Improved layout to accommodate 

wheelchairs, walkers, and strollers
• Enclosed book-drop

• Assistive computer station
• Accessible customer service desk
• New air conditioning system
Construction began in September and 
the projected completion timeline is 
slated for Spring 2019. 

During the renovation, a temporary 
library at Unit 1A – 2353 Bevan Avenue 
(Bevan Square) will offer holds pick 
up, public computers, WiFi and a 
small collection. Sidney/North Saanich 
cardholders will also have access to 
VIRL’s entire floating collection and 
digital resources for the duration of the 
renovation.

Visit www.virl.bc.ca/branches/sidney-
north-saanich for more information.

Exciting renovations are coming to the Sidney/North Saanich branch 
of Vancouver Island Regional Library (VIRL)!

Carsharing Update
Since June 2017, the Town of Sidney has been proud to partner with Modo to 
bring carsharing to residents and businesses. Carsharing is similar to a short-term 
car rental, where members can book vehicles in the provider’s fleet for a desired 
period of time (i.e. hourly, daily or even weekly use). Carsharing is great for people 
who choose not to own their own vehicle but may need one occasionally or need a 
second vehicle to supplement their household.

Modo members can book one of the two Modo vehicles located in downtown 
Sidney - a Toyota RAV4 hybrid electric SUV and a fuel efficient Honda Fit compact 
car. In addition to the two vehicles in Sidney, members can also book any of the 
50+ vehicles in the greater Victoria area and any of Modo’s 600+ vehicles across 
Vancouver Island, the Lower Mainland, and the Okanagan.

For more information, visit: www.sidney.ca/About_Sidney/Getting_Around/Carsharing.htm

Urban Forest Strategy
In early 2018, Sidney completed 
a Parks Master Plan. One of the 
objectives identified was the creation 
of an Urban Forest Strategy (UFS). 
Development of the UFS is now 
underway!

What will be in the UFS?
The UFS is intended to provide 
guidance for how Sidney’s urban 
treescape is managed.  Specifically, 
it will include the following:

• Applies to all trees – in natural 
settings as well as downtown 
street trees

• Incorporate existing best 
practices

• Address existing % tree cover 
and characteristics

• Review areas for expanded tree 
canopy coverage

• Review current OCP policies and 
Tree Bylaw

• Review ESA/DP guidelines & 
boundaries

• Boulevard planting guidelines
• Recommend boulevard tree 

policies

How can the public get 
involved?

• Open House: October 4, 2018 
from 6:30-8:00 pm at the Mary 
Winspear Centre

• Online survey in October 2018
• Open House in January 2019

Completion of the UFS is expected 
in Spring of 2019.

Commercial Occupancy Rate Update
In the last issue of Town Talk, we updated you on the Economic Development 
Commission’s ongoing work in tracking Sidney’s commercial occupancy rates. 
Since the last publication, a new update has been compiled by the EDC, showing 
that occupancy rates in the downtown commercial sector continue to be extremely 
positive. Please see the most recent results at: http://www.sidney.ca/Business/
Community_Profile/Economic_Indicators/Business_Stats.htm
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Sidney Local Government Election
* Voting Day is October 20, 2018 * 

Non-Resident Property Electors 
(persons who own property in the 
municipality but do not reside in the 
municipality) must produce 2 pieces 
of identification (at least one with a 
signature) to prove identity, proof they 
are entitled to register in relation to the 
property, and, if there is more than one 
owner of the property, written consent 
from the other property owners. This 
consent must be provided at time 
of registration. (Consent forms are 
available at Town Hall and on the Town’s 
website).
Qualifications: 
• Canadian citizen;
• 18 years of age or older on day of 

registration;
• Resident of BC for at least 6 months 

immediately before the day of 
registration;

• Registered owner of real property 
in the Town of Sidney for at least 30 
days immediately before the day of 
registration;

• Not entitled to register as a resident 
elector;

• The only persons who are 
registered owners of the property, 
either as joint tenants or tenants in 
common, are individuals who are 
not holding the property in trust for a 
corporation or another trust; 

• Not disqualified under the Local 
Government Act or any other 
enactment from voting in an election 
and not otherwise disqualified by 
law; and 

• If there is more than one registered 
owner of the property, only one 
of those individuals may, with the 
written consent of the majority of the 
owners, register as a non-resident 
property elector.

Vote by Mail

Qualified electors may vote by mail 
ballot if they have a physical disability, 
illness or injury that affects their ability 
to vote at another voting opportunity 
or expect to be absent from the 
municipality on advance voting days 
and on general voting day. Please 
complete an application form, available 
at Town Hall and on the Town’s website. 
Mail ballot packages will be sent out 
commencing on or about October 1, 
2018.
 
IMPORTANT: To be counted, your mail 
ballot must be received by the Chief 
Election Officer at the Town of Sidney 
office (2440 Sidney Avenue) by 4:00pm 
on Friday, October 19 OR arrange 
for the ballot to be hand delivered 
to the Chief Election Officer at the 
Mary Winspear Centre (2243 Beacon 
Avenue) between 8:00am and 8:00pm 
on General Voting Day on Saturday, 
October 20, 2018.  

Voting Opportunities

General Voting Day
Saturday, October 20th

8:00 am to 8:00 pm
Mary Winspear Centre
(2243 Beacon Avenue)

Advanced Voting Days
Wednesday, October 10th

&
Wednesday, October 17th

8:00 am to 8:00 pm
Sidney Town Hall

(2440 Sidney Avenue)

have your vote 
count!

Resident Electors must produce 2 
pieces of identification (at least one with 
a signature) to prove both residency and 
identity.
Qualifications:
• Canadian citizen;
• 18 years of age or older on day of 

registration
• Resident of BC for at least 6 months 

immediately before the day of 
registration

• Resident of the Town of Sidney for 
at least 30 days immediately before 
the day of registration; and

• Not disqualified under the Local 
Government Act or any other 
enactment from voting in an election 
and not otherwise disqualified by 
law.

Acceptable Identification
The following are examples of 
acceptable identification (at least one 
needs to have your signature): 
• BC Driver’s Licence, 
• BC CareCard, 
• Utility bill (water, electric, gas), 
• Citizenship Card, 
• Owner’s Certificate of Insurance 

and Vehicle Licence, 
• BC Identification Card, 
• Social Insurance Card, 
• Property Taxation Notice, 
• Credit Card or Debit Card issued by 

a bank.

Elector Registration
Resident Electors and Non-Resident Property Electors who are not on the list 
of registered electors and who have not registered in advance may register on 
voting days.
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Declared Candidates for the 2018 
Sidney Local Government Election
Candidates for the office of MAYOR (1 to be elected)

The Town is accepting applications 
from residents wishing to be involved 
in the community by serving as a 
member on the following:

• Advisory Planning Commission  
(Term: 1-2 years)

• Economic Development 
Commission 
(Term: 2 years)

• Peninsula Recreation 
Commission  
(Term: 2 years)

• Ports & Waterfront 
Infrastructure Committee 
(Term: 1-2 years)

• Saanich Peninsula Water and 
Wastewater Commissions  
(Term: 1 year)

• Victoria Airport Authority - 
Noise Management Committee 
(Term: 1 year)

Further information regarding the 
above committees can be obtained on 
the Town’s website at www.sidney.ca. 

Interested citizens are requested 
to complete an application form, 
available at Town Hall and on the 
Town’s website, for submission prior 
to 4:00 pm, Monday, November 
5, 2018  to: Town of Sidney, 2440 
Sidney Avenue, Sidney, BC, V8L 1Y7; 
by fax: 250-656-7056; or by email: 
admin@sidney.ca.

2019 Citizen Appointments
Committees/

Commissions/Boards

Candidates for the office of SCHOOL TRUSTEE (Declared 
Elected by Acclamation on September 24, 2018)

Candidates for the office of COUNCILLOR (6 to be elected)

• SILZER, Nola

DUNCAN, Sara

WAINWRIGHT, Peter

TEMPLEMAN, Jordan

McNEIL-SMITH, Cliff PRICE, Steve

FALLOT, Barbara

GARNETT, Scott

HAILEY, Melissa

LYNN, Greg

McLENNAN, Cam

O’KEEFFE, Terri

RINTOUL, Chad

WELLER, Stephen
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In any newly settled area, there is a 
need for thoroughfares. These are often 
designated with a general term or the 
name of a local resident, a purpose, 
or a feature of the land that the roads 
transverse. A few simple examples of the 
earliest roads on the Saanich Peninsula 
will demonstrate this. During the 1860’s 
and 1870’s there were two main roads 
that ran the length of the Peninsula - 
East and West Saanich Roads. There 
were also several roads that crossed the 
Peninsula connecting them - Thomson 
(now Mt Newton), Brown (now McTavish), 
School House (now Mills) and Wain 
(aka Horth) Cross Roads. When a key 
resident or purpose changed, the name 
of the road changed accordingly. Some 
of these cross roads have had several 
names over the last one hundred and 
fifty years.

In 1891, when the Sidney townsite 
was established, its thoroughfares were 
made up of avenues running east to west 
and streets running south to north. The 
avenues received names (from south to 
north: Ocean, Orchard, Oakland, Bazan, 
Beacon, Sidney, Mt Baker, Brethour 
and Henry) and the streets received 
numerical designations (from east to 
west: First, Second, Third, Fourth and 
Fifth), with the exception of Front Street, 
which ran for a few blocks along the 
shoreline south of Beacon.

By 1913, Sidney’s land area had 
grown considerably and extended west 
to East Saanich Road and north as far 
as Shoal (now Tsehum) Harbour. Much 
of the farm land had been subdivided 
into blocks and lots that incorporated 
the early roads. Many of these roads 
can still be identified on the present 
day map; however, few of their original 
names remain. For example, in 1913, the 
main roads between Amelia and Henry 
Avenues were (from north to south): 
Admiral, Queens, Princess, and Kings. 
Today these are Amherst, Malaview, 
Bradford and Mills.

Over the next decades, the map 
of Sidney took on a new look. Starting 
in November 1944, the Department of 

Public Works informed Sidney residents 
that several street names in the North 
Saanich District would have to be 
changed. In Sidney, the main change was 
renaming Marine Drive to Rest Haven 
Drive. At the time, Marine Drive weaved 
from the top of the Peninsula southward, 
crossing east to west as it made its way 
south. The reasoning behind the name 
change was understandable, as Marine 
Drive’s name changed at various points 
along its route to reflect a local landmark. 
In Sidney’s case, Rest Haven Hospital 
was chosen. The most notable complaint 
was that the changes were made without 
consulting the residents of the affected 
areas. The communities wanted “a voice 
in the making of such changes”. 

There was some discussion of 
street renaming during the next decade, 
but it was not until 1959 that changes 
to a number of popular street names 
were proposed. As mentioned in the 
April 2018 Town Talk article regarding 
the development of the Street Address 
System, centralization of regional 
address systems and eliminating 
duplicated street names in Greater 
Victoria were priorities with local 
emergency services and Canada Post. 
Too many streets named “Admirals,” 
“Kings” and “Queens” etc. in the Victoria 
vicinity created a “Postal Perplexity.” 
The Sidney Review commented that the 
“current drive for renaming of streets 
and avenues has been hailed in some 
quarters and condemned in others.”

In Sidney, the following partial list 
of names were selected to be changed: 
Queens, Kings, Princess, Admirals, Fifth, 
Front, Beacon, Bazan, Oakland, Orchard, 
Ocean and Henry.  Letters were received 
complaining that changing some of the 
names dishonoured the pioneers who 
had named the streets and after whom 
some of the streets were named.  One 
writer stated that to change Henry 
Avenue (named after Henry Brethour) 
was “like knocking over his tombstone.”

In October 1959, Sidney’s 
Commissioners brought forward several 
suggestions to replace the duplicated 
names. Some of the changes suggested 
were: Elmdale in place of Henry, Oakene 

in place of Oakland, and Applegarth in 
place of Orchard. These and many other 
new names were simply not acceptable 
to the older families of the area, inspiring 
a strong and emotional response. They 
insisted on the retention of the original 
names in Sidney, and that the names in 
other districts be changed.

The Commissioners prepared an 
apologia explaining the reasons and 
processes regarding the name changes. 
They expressed that a fair amount of 
confusion had been stirred on the matter, 
and a committee was formed to solve 
the problem. “After long consideration,” 
they stated, the suggested changes 
were “Sidney’s part” in cooperating with 
other municipalities to resolve street 
name duplication. While this did not 
immediately resolve tensions, one month 
later, the Sidney Review declared that 
“All is quiet on the ‘street names front’.”

It wasn’t until March 1963 that the 
new street names were gazetted by the 
Provincial Government. None of the 
replacement names originally suggested 
were chosen. The final changes were 
as follows: Admirals to Amherst; Bazan 
to Bevan; Front to Eastview; Oakland 
to Oakville; Princess to Bradford; Kings 
to Mills; and Queens to Samuel (which 
was renamed Malaview in 1964). The 
names Henry, Beacon, Fifth, Orchard, 
and Ocean were preserved.

Over the last 50 plus years, many 
new streets and street names have 
been added to Sidney, along with the 
occasional name change. This is just 
a sign of a growing community moving 
forward. That being said, let us remember 
those names that came before.

Brad R. Morrison
psr1@shaw.ca

Memories From Our Past
The Development of  Street 
Names in the Sidney Area

A reminder that Malaview Avenue in Sidney 
was once named Queens Avenue.
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Upcoming Events in Sidney
Sidney Fine Art Show
Oct. 12-14
Mary Winspear Centre
Since 2003, a world-class juried art 
show for serious artists, patrons, and 
those who appreciate art.  Featuring 
400 pieces of art, the show includes 
everything from painting and 
photography to fibre arts and sculpture.

Blood Donor Clinics
October 15, noon - 6 pm
November 12, noon - 6:45 pm
December 10, noon - 6 pm
Mary Winspear Centre
Book an appointment online at blood.ca 
or by calling 1-888-236-6283. Walk-ins 
welcome.

Sidney Fall Reading Series
Oct. 26, 7 pm (Doors at 6:30 pm)
Shoal Centre
Authors Ronald Wright and Deborah 
Campbell will be reading and discussing 
their latest books. Tickets available at 
Tanner’s Books and online at: 
www.sidneyliteraryfestival.ca

Fourth Annual Treat Street
Oct. 31, 4:30 pm - 6 pm
Beacon Avenue
From 4:30 to 6pm on October 31, 
downtown Sidney invites little ghosts, 
goblins and princesses to enjoy a family 
trick of treat event! Visit various Treat 
Stations around Sidney as well as at 
some of the local merchants. Free fun 
for the whole family!

Dinner with Authors
Nov. 3, Cocktail hour: 5:30 pm; 
Dinner: 6 pm, Event: 7:15 pm
Sidney North Saanich Yacht Club 
Jennifer Mann, Celeste Derksen and 
Sharon Hope will entertain guests 
with readings from their books. The 
subjects include an exotic mystery, an 
exciting historic non-fiction, and a novel 
approach to financial problems. For 
inquiries and reservations phone: 250-
655-4600. The event is supported by the 
Sidney and Peninsula Literary Festival 
Society. Dress is casual.

Sidney Concert Band: A Salute to 
our Veterans
Nov. 4, 2:30 pm
Mary Winspear Centre
There will be a variety of band music, 
marches, vocals, along with the Saanich 
Peninsula Pipe Band. Come for an 
entertaining afternoon and a musical 
salute dedicated to our veterans. Tickets 
are $20 and are on sale through the 
Mary Winspear Box Office.

Via Choralis: In Remembrance
Nov. 11, 2:30 pm
St. Elizabeth’s Church
Our almost annual Remembrance Day 
programme this year will feature a guest 
trumpet player and choral music to both 
honour our veterans and to promote 
peace and reconciliation amongst 
peoples and nations.

Remembrance Day Ceremony & 
Parade
Nov. 11, 10:30 am
Cenotaph at Sidney Town Hall
Each year on November 11th, the Town 
of Sidney comes together to honour and 
pay tribute to our War Veterans. The 
Parade of Veterans begins at 10:30, 
starting at the Mary Winspear Centre 
and ending at the Cenotaph in front of 
the Town Hall for the ceremony.

Sidney Classical Orchestra: 
Sally’s Adventures
Nov. 23, 7:30 pm
St. Elizabeth’s Church
Susan de Burgh - piano, and Robert 
Holliston - speaker, join the SCO for 
two very special works - JS Bach’s 
Piano Concerto in D minor - his most 
substantial and exciting concerto, and 
Stephen Brown’s The Adventures of 
Sally and Her Motorcycle for orchestra 
and speaker (Robert Holliston). Brown 
has written this creative work just for this 
performance.

Sidney Fall Reading Series
Nov. 23, 7 pm (Doors at 6:30 pm)
Shoal Centre
Author Jack Knox will be reading and 
discussing his latest book. Tickets 
available at Tanner’s Books and online 
at: www.sidneyliteraryfestival.ca

Breakfast with Santa
Dec. 1, 8:30 am - 10:30 am
Mary Winspear Centre
The fun begins at 8:30 am at the 
Mary Winspear Centre with Santa 
arriving at 9:00 am. A delicious Pancake 
Breakfast will be served by the Sidney 
Lion’s Club at a cost of $7 per adult and 
$5 for children under 12, at the door. 
Face painting by Susi Sunshine! Photos 
with Santa (by donation)!

Sidney Sparkles Christmas 
Parade
Dec. 2, 5 pm
Beacon Avenue
Join Peninsula Celebrations Society for 
the Sidney Sparkles Christmas Parade 
along Beacon Avenue in Downtown 
Sidney!

For more events & information, 
visit www.sidneybia.ca

Peninsula Singers Present: 
‘Tis the Season
Dec. 7 & Dec. 8, 7:30 pm
Dec. 9, 2 pm
Mary Winspear Centre
One of the best best ways to kick off 
the holiday season is a Christmas 
concert by your favourite show chorus, 
the Peninsula Singers! Artistic Director 
Lena Palermo has a beautifully wrapped 
gift of music just for you, from the old 
and timeless, to a bit of jazz, a bit of 
Gospel, a bit of Big Band, and a wee 
bit of country, too. The Singers will be 
joined by dancers, young artists, our “pit 
orchestra” and our masterful Master of 
Ceremonies, Jim Kingham. Tickets: $28 
adults/$14 kids and are available at the 
Mary Winspear Box Office. For more 
information: www.peninsulasingers.ca

Via Choralis: Handel’s Messiah
Dec. 16, 2:30 pm
St. Elizabeth’s Church
Via Choralis combines with the 
45-member Sooke Philharmonic 
Chorus, Sooke Philharmonic Chamber 
Orchestra and four fine soloists, all 
under the baton of Nicholas Fairbank 
in this full performance of G.F. Handel’s 
favorite masterpiece. One performance 
only, so buy your tickets early as this 
one is sure to be sold out!

Annual Christmas Dinner
Dec. 25, 11:30 am & 1 pm
Mary Winspear Centre
Annual Christmas Dinner at the Mary 
Winspear Centre (by donation). To 
reserve for the 11:30 am or 1 pm sitting, 
please call Wendy during the day at 
250-656-7678.

Upcoming Council Meetings

Council Meetings
7 pm in Council Chambers

Oct. 9        Oct. 22
Nov. 5 (Inaugural)
Nov. 13     Nov. 26
Dec. 3       Dec. 17

Committee of the Whole
6 pm in Council Chambers

Oct. 15      Nov. 19
Dec. 10


