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Mayor’s Message
Your new Council approved two 
important documents in late February: 
the 2019-2022 Strategic Plan and the 
2019-2023 Financial Plan. These Plans 
are essential to set priorities, allocate 
limited financial and staff resources, 
and guide the work of staff for Council’s 
term of office, which runs four years from 
November 2018 to 2022. They are both 
reviewed annually to monitor success 
and update priorities.

The Strategic Plan focuses on 
six overarching goals: Complete 
Community, Community Infrastructure, 
Economic Vibrancy, Environmental 
Stewardship, Organizational Excellence 
and Community Engagement. Contained 
within each overarching goal are a series 
of key action items or projects.  

One of the new projects adopted by 
Council under Complete Community is 
a comprehensive review and update of 
the Official Community Plan (OCP), 
which had its last comprehensive review 
in 2007-2008. This new review will take 
place over the next 18-24 months. It 
will involve a high level of community 
engagement, which is another key 
element of the Strategic Plan. While land 
use management is a major aspect of 
the OCP, key elements will also include:

• Housing Needs Assessment (now 
required by the Province)

• Multi-Modal Transportation and 
Parking Strategy 

• Downtown Local Area Plan
• West Sidney Local Area Plan
• Downtown Urban Design 

Standards and Guidelines

• Downtown Waterfront Vision
• Parks Master Plan
• Urban Forestry Strategy
• Environmentally Sensitive Area 

Development Permit Guidelines

Another action item under Complete 
Community is affordable housing, 
where the Town will continue to look for 
opportunities to collaborate with partners 
such as the Capital Regional District, 
Provincial and Federal Governments, 
housing societies and developers.  
Advocating for increased access to 
health care is also in this area of the plan.  

Council has approved a Financial Plan 
for 2019 with a municipal tax increase 
of 3.93% for existing properties. This 
represents an increase of $56 on the 
average residential property for the year 
or less than $5 per month.  

While a lower tax increase is desirable, 
two impacts alone accounted for just over 
2.0% of the 3.93% increase. These were 
the new Employer Health Tax ($132,400) 
and a net increase in the debt servicing 
costs for the new Community Safety 
Building ($133,700). It was imperative 
to Council to maintain the existing level 
of services and support that residents, 
businesses and community organizations 
expect.  

For the first time since 2010, there will be 
a moderate increase to the Water User 
rate of $0.23 per thousand gallons. This 
increase will have an annual impact of 
about $5.50 for a user that consumes 
6,000 gallons of water per quarter. In 
addition, there are small increases to the 

annual Water and Sewer Parcel Taxes, 
which fund water and sewer infrastructure 
maintenance and replacement. The 
increase is $5 for Water, and $5 and 
$10 for Sewer for strata and non-strata 
properties, respectively.  

Capital projects to maintain, replace and 
add to the infrastructure in our community 
are a critical element of every Town 
budget. Council approved approximately 
85 projects in the 2019 Capital Budget, 
which will cost over $7.8 million dollars.  

The two Plans were developed through 
a review of the work the Town is 
already engaged in, bringing forward 
new initiatives that members of Council 
heard are important to our community, 
and working with the Town’s senior 
management team. We are confident 
these Plans represent the vision of the 
greater community and will move Sidney 
forward in a positive way. The two 
documents can be found on the Town’s 
website at: www.sidney.ca/stratplan &  
www.sidney.ca/budget. 

Mayor Cliff McNeil-Smith

Left to right: Councillor Terri O’Keeffe, Councillor 
Barbara Fallot, Councillor Scott Garnett, Mayor Cliff 
McNeil-Smith, Councillor Chad Rintoul, Councillor 
Sara Duncan & Councillor Peter Wainwright

Town of Sidney Council, 2018-2022

mailto://admin%40sidney.ca
http://www.sidney.ca
http://www.facebook.com/townofsidneybc
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Downtown Employee & Public Parking Lot
FREE Parking
All Day!
Every Day!

Opening spring 2019 for downtown businesses and their employees!
Why you should use the new employee parking lot:
• Avoid the two-hour shuffle. Just park your car and go to work - no more moving 

your vehicle every 2 hours.
• No more parking tickets!
• Save money by eliminating monthly parking fees.
• Help free up parking in the downtown core for your valued customers.
• Start and end the day with a short walk. (It only takes 11 minutes to walk from 

the Mary Winspear Centre to the Sidney waterfront.)

Sidney’s new employee parking lot offers free, all day parking for people working in 
the downtown core. The employee parking lot is located next to the Mary Winspear 
Centre at 2243 Beacon Avenue. For more information: www.sidney.ca/park

Snow Event Debrief
Town staff would like to thank you for your patience throughout the recent snow 
event which left accumulations in an amount not seen in over 20 years. Public 
Works and Parks staff worked around the clock for several days during the event 
and recently met with emergency services and other public agencies to debrief on 
the significant weather event; we are pleased to say that they had no major issues 
or concerns to report. Staff also reviewed feedback from residents and will consider 
what went well and how we can improve our levels of service in the future.

Some residential side streets were difficult to plow and salt with our large 
equipment due to on street parking and snow volumes narrowing the roadway. 
There were also some concerns raised about sidewalk clearing, which during such 
a significant event can create problems for businesses and home owners alike. As 
noted in section 51 of the Town’s Streets and Traffic Regulation Bylaw No. 1966, 
residents, property owners and businesses are required to clear snow and ice from 
the sidewalks in front of or abutting their property.

The Town would also like to thank those citizens who helped their neighbours deal 
with the event - your efforts to make Sidney a safer all-weather community are 
greatly appreciated.
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CSB Update
Our new Community Safety Building  
is almost finished! The Fire 
Department will be moved in and 
operational out of the new building 
prior to the beginning of May, and 
BC Ambulance is scheduled to be 
operational out of the new building by 
mid-June.

Construction Impacts in the Downtown Area
In 2018, an unprecedented number of 
major development applications were 
approved in and around the downtown 
area. In particular, there are a number 
of major projects that are concentrated 
in close proximity to each other that 
have the potential to all be under 
construction at or around the same time, 
thus creating a significant impact and 
disruption to the surrounding area.

Due to the imminent and high level 
of construction activity in and around 
the downtown area, Town staff have 
met to discuss how they will work to 
mitigate the impact of these construction 
projects on the surrounding community. 
In particular, staff are in the process of 
developing more stringent policies and 
guidelines to ensure that development 
sites are managed in a manner that 
maintains community safety as the 
top priority, while also working to 
minimize the effect of long, drawn-out 
construction periods on surrounding 
residents and businesses. 

Some of the key areas that staff will 
be focusing on include: limiting or 
eliminating the potential for construction 
sites to encroach into the Town’s 
public right-of-way; maintaining 
access to public sidewalks and, 
where necessary, requiring protective 
overhead scaffolding; requiring solid 
construction fencing along the perimeter 
of construction sites; and prohibiting 
construction trades persons from 
parking on the street and surrounding 
public parking lots. Construction 
managers will be required to make 
arrangements for trades persons to park 
either on private property, where there 
is a surplus of parking, or in the new 
Downtown Employee & Public Parking 
Lot south of the Mary Winspear Centre, 
where they can walk or be shuttled to 
construction sites. These additional 
requirements will be made clear to the 
developer and contractors and be in 
place prior to the issuance of a Building 
Permit.

Robbins Parking Services Ltd. will be 
commencing parking enforcement 
services for the Town of Sidney 
beginning April 1, 2019. Robbins 
will be using new technology to 
scan, photograph and record vehicle 
license plates to determine if parked 
vehicles are in violation of the 
posted time limits. This equipment 
is far more efficient and faster than 
the foot patrol method used in the 
past and will result in lower parking 
enforcement costs. Robbins will 
provide the full suite of services to 
the Town, including enforcement, 
collections and dispute resolution 
within the Victoria area. For more 
information visit: www.sidney.ca/park

Parking 
Enforcement

Upcoming Council 
Meetings

Council Meetings
7 pm in Council Chambers

              April 8      April 23 
              May 13     May 27 
              June 10    June 24
              July 8

Committee of the Whole
6 pm in Council Chambers

              April 15     May 6
              May 21      June 3
              June 17

Council Meet & Greet
5:30 - 7 pm in Council Chambers

April 29

In partnership with Greater Victoria 
Crimestoppers, the RCMP are 
distributing high visibility stickers telling 
thieves: All Valuables Removed. They 
are small and go in the window of your 
vehicle to send a clear message that 
the vehicle is empty of temptation.

RCMP have seen a 22% increase 
in thefts from vehicles in the Sidney 
North Saanich area in 2019. These 
stickers are a proactive step to deter 
theft, and serve as a handy reminder 
to owners as well.

Stickers are available at the Sidney 
North Saanich RCMP Detachment and 
Sidney Town Hall, as well as Canadian 
Tire, Thrifty Foods and Save On Foods.

Thefts from 
Vehicles
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Utility Box Beautification Project
Since 2006, the Town of Sidney 
has wrapped 34 utility boxes 
which have greatly enhanced the 
look of our streets. 

The beautification effort has 
prioritized the wrapping of utility 
boxes located in Downtown 
Sidney as well as several 
pump station locations around 
town. In addition to assisting 
beautification efforts, the program 
seeks to promote and celebrate 
established and emerging artists 
from the Saanich Peninsula. 

In October 2018, the Town 
issued a Call to Artists inviting 
artists to submit original art to be 
reproduced on a graffiti-resistant 
surface to beautify six utility 
boxes. We are so thankful to the 
73 artists who submitted 234 
images for consideration.

We would also like to extend a 
big thank you to the selection 
group: James Jimmy (Coast 
Salish Artist), Nick Tuele (ArtSea 
member & principal at Art of Art 
Consulting), Councillor Barbara 
Fallot (Town of Sidney), Nick 
Coates (General Manager 
- Travelodge), Jason Hauff 
(Branch Manager - RBC Bank) 
and James Young (General 
Manager - Best Western Plus). 

Keep an eye out for the new 
vinyl wraps that were recently 
installed around Town! For 
more information about the 
project and to learn about the 
selected art and artists, you 
can visit: www.sidney.ca/
UtilityBoxBeautification

“Coast Salish Bull Kelp” 
By Sarah Jim 

www.faroutart.ca
BC Hydro box at 9818 Third Street

“Local Residents” and 
“Ebbs & Flow” 

By Dana Statham 
www.danastatham.com

Utility box at the northwest corner of 
Third Street & Beacon Ave (outside 

RBC Royal Bank)

“Shadow Play” 
By Maureen Steward

Pump station at Ocean Ave near Fifth 
Street

“Pacific Breeze” 
By Kirsten Norris 

www.knorrisfinearts.faso.com
Pump station at 9344 Lochside Drive

“The Fabulous Four” 
By Anna Trelford 

www.amtup-art.com
BC Hydro box on Seventh Street near 
Beacon Ave (at rear of Best Western)

“Strait View” 
By Joanell Storm 

www.joanellstorm.com
BC Hydro box on Beacon Ave frontage 

of Mariner Village Mall
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Community Supported Policing
    Effective policing is a direct result of 
effective communication. This happens 
through ongoing consultation with the 
community, feedback from partners and 
via communication from us to you, the 
residents. There are many tools which 
are used to facilitate this communication.
    The Sidney North Saanich Community 
Consultative Committee is made up of 
representatives of both communities, 
ranging from the RCMP detachment, 
local municipal councils, Chamber of 
Commerce, the public, the business 
district and local community groups. This 
allows for a community perspective which 
has resulted in the recent development 
of increased foot patrols, proactive 
media communications and community 
involvement. 
    We are continuing to develop our 
Block Watch program to effectively 
send crime prevention messages to 
our community members and enhance 
community safety. Auxiliary Cst. Ian 
Collis is the liaison for this program and 
has over 55 active Block Watch groups 
registered, who have begun receiving 
safety and crime prevention messaging 

from him via their email. This enables 
the captains to disseminate the valuable 
safety information to their groups in a 
timely manner. 
    The Sidney North Saanich RCMP 
would also like to thank the Knights of 
Columbus, and the Army, Navy and 
Air Force Veterans who generously 
donate annually to the Sidney North 
Saanich RCMP Youth Program. These 
donations go towards the materials 
needed to support the ongoing delivery 
of the DARE Program. Cst. de Pass is 
presently teaching four classes a week 
this year.
    We continue to connect with our 
community through Coffee with a Cop, 
having had a successful event in January 
at Serious Coffee. Another is in the works 
for April – the date will be announced 
soon.   
    We are available to provide talks or 
presentations to groups on a variety of 
topics, ranging from personal safety, 
fraud prevention, healthy choices, loss 
prevention and online risks. Call Cst. de 
Pass for details at 250-656-3931. 

Block Watch is a crime prevention 
program designed to engage the 
community in reporting suspicious 
activity in their neighbourhood 
to reduce crime. A Block Watch 
group is comprised of a Block 
Watch Captain, Co-Captain and 
participants. The Captain and Co-
Captain are the communication link 
between their neighbourhood Block 
Watch participants and the RCMP. 
To start a Block Watch Group in the 
Sidney/North Saanich area, please 
contact Auxiliary Constable Ian Collis 
at 250-656-3931 or email: 
Ian.Collis@rcmp-grc.gc.ca.

Block Watch

Most household smoke alarms are battery powered, and studies show that dead, 
disconnected, or missing batteries are the principle cause of non-working smoke 
alarms. Some tips to follow are:

• Test your smoke alarm once a 
month and replace any battery too 
weak to sound the alarm.

• Most smoke alarm batteries “chirp” 
to alert you when their battery 
power is low. When you hear a 
warning, replace the batteries. DO 
NOT disconnect the unit.

• Replace smoke alarm batteries 
routinely on the same day each 
year. A good time to do this is 
when you roll clocks from Daylight 
Savings to Standard Time each fall. 
Change your clocks; change your 
batteries.

• Never borrow batteries from a 
smoke alarm to use in another 
device.

• Smoke alarms are not 
recommended for use in kitchens, 
bathrooms, or garages – where 
cooking fumes, steam, or exhaust 
can set off the alarm. These false 
alarms trigger many people to 
disable their alarms. Relocate the 
alarm so it is away from these 
areas.

• Smoke alarms have a life 
expectancy of 10 years. Replace any 
smoke alarm that is older than this.

Time to Change your Smoke 
Alarm Batteries! 

Did you know that the Sidney Fire 
Department will install a free battery 
operated smoke alarm to all Town of 
Sidney residents? We will also supply 
and replace smoke alarm batteries, 
or clean out your smoke alarm. Our 
goal is to have every Town of Sidney 
resident have a working smoke alarm.  

For more information or to set up a 
Smoke Alarm appointment, please 
contact the Fire Department at: 
250-656-2121 or firedept@sidney.ca.
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In the early 1890s, citizens in 
the newly founded townsite of Sidney 
turned their minds to the matter of law 
enforcement. In 1893, after citizens took 
the “usual steps to force the hand of the 
government,” Hugh (“Huey”) Moore, a 
first class carpenter and cobbler, was 
appointed constable with a wage of $60 
per month. He had the responsibility of 
patrolling the districts of North and South 
(now Central) Saanich. Some of the 
residents doubted whether Huey was 
the right choice, but they quickly realized 
that he was “an ardent upholder of all 
laws.” Apparently, not long after being 
appointed, Huey arrested and charged 
a Sidneyite who shot a robin that was 
eating his cherries. The resident was 
convicted and fined $25, no small sum 
at the time.

Huey soon proved himself a 
competent law enforcer when he dealt 
with the first recorded murder in Sidney. 
On the evening of Saturday, September 
9, 1893, while Huey and a few friends 
were playing a game of “freeze out” at 
his home at the corner of Bazen (now 
Bevan) Avenue and First Street, their 
attention was drawn to a disturbance 
on the waterfront, less than a block 
away. Huey quickly made his way to 
the disturbance, “disdaining an offer 
of assistance” from his friends, stating 
“that it was his job.” Upon arrival, he 
discovered that an altercation was taking 
place onboard the bark Rathdown, which 
was docked at a small wharf just south 
of Beacon Avenue to discharge rails and 
switches that had been transported from 
England for the building of the Victoria & 
Sidney Railway.  

Upon further investigation, Huey 
determined that a group of sailors had 
been drinking at the Sidney Hotel and an 
argument had escalated as they made 

their way back to the ship. The dispute 
continued in the ship’s crew quarters 
whereat it ended with two men injured, 
one quite seriously from a knife wound. 
Ensuring that the sailor who wielded 
the knife was confined on the ship, as 
there was no lock-up in Sidney at the 
time, Huey made his way to Victoria to 
inform his superiors of the incident. The 
wounded man later died while being 
transported to the city; the accused was 
convicted of manslaughter and received 
a sentence of 12 years.

Huey Moore continued as the 
district’s constable until the summer of 
1896 when he was succeeded by Angus 
McIntosh Ego. 

Ego was born in Orillia, Ontario in 
1865. He moved to Victoria in 1891 and 
then to Sidney in 1892, where he applied 
his trade as a carpenter at the Sidney 
Lumber Mill during its construction. Ego 
joined the British Columbia Provincial 
Police on June 10, 1896. Like his 
predecessor, he took his job as a 
law enforcer seriously. In one case, 
Constable Ego issued a summons to 
Samuel Fairclough for allowing his swine 
to run at large. After acknowledging his 
fault, Fairclough was fined $5 with an 
additional $3.50 for court costs.

Constable Ego was known for his 
ability to locate and apprehend criminal 
suspects, whether old or young. 

Twelve year old George Millett from 
Victoria apparently stole $21 from his 
mother and absconded to Sidney, “where 
he hired a boat, bought all kinds of 
eatables from the store and was having a 
good time generally when Constable Ego 
gathered him in.” Another case involved 
a manhunt for Antoni Reda, who was 
wanted for murder in Victoria. There was 
a report that Reda had offered $20 for 
passage to the nearest of the American 
islands but had been declined. As soon 
as Ego got the news, “he quickly trailed 
the suspicious stranger into a thick piece 
of woods about a mile from the town. 
There he was fortunate in locating Reda, 
who, upon seeing that the game was 
off, promptly extended his hands for the 
metal bracelets.”

Angus Ego remained the Provincial 
Police Constable for North Saanich 
until the fall of 1898. Later he acted in 
the same capacity at Plumper Pass, 
on Mayne Island, and at Lillooet for 
several years. After retiring, he started a 
poolroom in Sidney, where he was active 
for a number of years. From 1899 to 1906 
(the year the district was incorporated as 
North Saanich Municipality), there was 
no resident police constable in the area.

Brad R. Morrison
psr1@shaw.ca

Memories From Our Past
Early Policing of  Sidney and 

North Saanich (Part 1)

Angus M. Ego

A reminder that smoking is not permitted 
in Sidney parks or along the Waterfront 
Walkway. Please do your part to keep 

Sidney safe and beautiful!

mailto:psr1%40shaw.ca?subject=
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Sidney Days & Canada DaySidney Street Market Turns 20!
In Sidney, we do Canada Day in a big way! Here’s 
what will be happening around Sidney this year. 
For more information, visit: www.sidney.ca

SATURDAY, JUNE 29
Dinner en Rouge
This popular seaside formal dinner will be 
returning to the shores of the Salish Sea on June 
29, 2019. More information will be available closer 
to the event at: www.marywinspear.ca

SUNDAY, JUNE 30
Sidney Sidewalk Sale & Street Festival
Come downtown from 10 am to 5 pm when 
Beacon Ave will be closed to vehicle traffic and 
transformed into an outdoor festival!

Sidney Days Opening Ceremony
Beacon Park, 5 pm - 10:30 pm
Join the party on the eve of Canada Day in 
Beacon Park. The festivities begin at 5 pm and 
carry on into the evening with the Grand Finale -  
a Fireworks Extravaganza!

MONDAY, JULY 1 

Sidney Lions Pancake Breakfast  
Mary Winspear Centre, 8 am
Wake up early and enjoy a tasty tradition - 
pancakes and sausages before the parade!

Canada Day Parade
Beacon Ave, 11:30 am - 12:30 pm
The parade proceeds along Beacon Ave and 
down Second Street, ending at Ocean Ave. 

Family Fun Fair in Iroquois Park
The fun continues from 12:30 - 4 pm with a variety 
of activities for the entire family including an 
inflatable obstacle course, carnival-style games, 
dog show, watermelon eating contest, and so 
much more!

Slegg Build-a-Boat in Beacon Park
Build begins 12 pm; Race starts 4:30 pm
Teams are provided with materials to build a boat 
and then set sail on the Salish Sea to compete 
for the best boat. Fun and hilarity ensue as teams 
discover if their ship can sail.

This year – our famed Sidney 
Street Market turns 20 years 
old! Along the way, there have 
been many devoted people 
involved with making this one of 
the most popular markets on the 
Island and keeping it alive and 
growing in Sidney. That includes 
the residents of the Saanich 
Peninsula who love the Market 
and come out each Thursday to 
enjoy all it has to offer. 

The now defunct Sidney Business 
Association (SBA) hosted the first 
Sidney Street Market on July 2, 
1999. Brenda Harfield was the 
President at the time while the 
Market Coordinator was none 
other than Reg Teeney. In letters 
to the Town, the SBA stated that 
the purpose of the Market was to 
“encourage more residents and 
visitors to shop in Sidney”, and to 
“attract shoppers to the downtown 
core during the summer 
evenings”. 

A test run of the new “Summer 
Street Market” was held on July 
2nd and since all went well, the 
Town granted permission for the 
event to run throughout August of 
1999. The first Market consisted 
of 40 tables on two blocks of 
Beacon Avenue from Third to Fifth 
Street. 

The Market quickly grew as 
the following year it added an 
additional block extending to 

Second Street. It also began the 
last Thursday in June and ran 
through July and August. In 2003, 
the Market footprint was extended 
to First Street and in 2007, the 
dates were extended to include 
Thursdays in June, July and 
August.

The SBA organized the Market 
until 2013 when the Town took 
over ownership and contracted 
it out to WestCoast Impressions, 
the company owned and operated 
by Laurie McDermid, the current 
Market Manager. Laurie has been 
involved with the Market as an 
organizer for more years than 
not as she also managed the 
Market for many of the years it 
operated under the SBA. Under 
her leadership, the Market has 
grown to the event we know and 
love today. 

Sidney’s Thursday night Street 
Market is arguably the largest 
event in Sidney. It consistently 
attracts 3,000 to 5,000 people 
each Thursday night during the 
summer; that’s a total of 39,000 
to 65,000 people entering our 
community each summer. It has 
grown to include 4 blocks of 
Beacon from Fifth to First Street 
and over 130 vendors each night. 

The first Market of the 2019 
season happens on June 6 and 
runs every Thursday until August 
29. We hope to see you there!

Sidney Street Market, 2003 Sidney Street Market, 2015
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Upcoming Events in Sidney
Easter Egg Hunt 
Sunday, April 21, 1 - 2 pm 
Dominion Brook Park 
Hop on over for an Easter Egg Hunt 
with the Peninsula Celebrations Society. 
Panorama Recreation will be onsite with 
some egg-citing children’s activities and 
face painting!

Blood Donor Clinics
April 29, May 27, June 24, noon - 6 pm 
Mary Winspear Centre
Book an appointment online at blood.ca 
or by calling 1-888-236-6283. Walk-ins 
welcome.

Via Choralis: 
Music of the British Isles 
Sunday, May 5, 2:30 pm 
St. Elizabeth’s Church 
In this concert Via Choralis combines 
with guest instrumentalists, Scottish 
dancers and collaborative pianist 
Sandra Fletcher to bring you toe-
tapping airs and beautiful melodies 
from 5 centuries, including excerpts 
from Benjamin Britten’s Choral Dances 
from Gloriana, setting of folksongs by 
Mark Sirrett, Alice Parker and Jonathan 
Quick. For more information, visit  
www.viachoralis.ca 
 
SUP Racing Nationals 
Saturday, May 25 & Sunday, May 26 
Beacon Waterfront 
Sidney by the Sea is playing host to 
the Standup Paddleboarding National 
Championships! The event, sponsored 
by Surf Canada and presented by the 
Mill Bay Marine Group, will have races 
taking place along Sidney’s waterfront. 
For more info: www.csasurfcanada.org

Sidney Concert Band: 
Broadway Meets the Movies 
Sunday, May 26, 2 pm 
Mary Winspear Centre 
Sidney Concert Band’s exciting Spring 
Concert! For more details and ticket 
info: www.marywinspear.ca

World Oceans Day 
Sunday, June 2, 11 am - 3 pm 
Beacon Park 
The Shaw Centre for the Salish Sea 
is celebrating World Oceans Day with 
this FREE family friendly event. Join 
them outside in Beacon Park on the 
Sidney oceanfront! Educational exhibits, 
entertainment and more! More details to 
come at: www.salishseacentre.org 

For more events & information, visit: www.sidneybia.ca

BC Boat Show ~ May 2-5
The BC Boat Show is hosted by the British 
Columbia Yacht Brokers Association 
(BCYBA) and has grown to become the 
largest in-the-water boat show on the west 
coast. The show is an opportunity for yacht 
brokers to display and sell boats for sale to 
a wide audience who can go on board all 
of the boats and discuss the many features 
with knowledgeable and professionally 
certified brokers. For more info:  
www.bcyba.com/events/bc-boat-show

Plein Air Artists at the Boat Show 
May 4, 12 - 4pm, Beacon Park Waterfront 
In conjunction with the BC Boat Show, 
ArtSea is hosting a one-day open air art 
event along the waterfront in Beacon Park 
on May 4. For more info: www.artsea.ca 

Vancouver Island Comic Con 
Sunday, June 9, 10 am - 7 pm 
Mary Winspear Centre
The 3rd Annual Vancouver Island 
Comic Con promises a fun-filled 
day including over 80 exhibitors, a 
cosplay contest, panels, demos and 
special guests. In the tradition of 
comic cons, everyone is encouraged 
to dress up! For more info:  
www.vanislecomiccon.com

Bed Races on Beacon ~ July 7
The 100.3 The Q’s Bed Races on Beacon 
returns to Sidney on Sunday, July 7th! 
This is a high-octane, fun-packed family 
event. Watch 14 teams from local business 
organizations race hospital beds down 
Beacon Ave between 5th and 3rd Streets. 
There will be costumes, prizes, music, food, 
and fun guaranteed! Come along to watch 
the races and cheer on your favourite team. 
You can help the Saanich Peninsula Hospital 
& Healthcare Foundation raise funds for 
Sidney’s Shoreline Medical Youth Clinic. For 
more info: www.sphf.ca

Panorama Recreation News
 
Pottery Studio at Greenglade 
Community Centre
This fully-functioning studio has 
everything needed to see projects 
from start to finish – including 
wheels, work tables, a slab roller, 
hand-building tools, glazes and a 
kiln! Services include clay purchase, 
project and supply storage, glazing, 
firing, classes and workshops, and 
daily supervised or un-supervised 
drop-in. 
 
LIFE Program - Leisure Inclusion 
for Everyone
A regional initiative supported 
by the Greater Victoria Active 
Communities, it provides no- and 
low-cost recreation opportunities 
for individuals and families living 
on low incomes. Residents of the 
Saanich Peninsula may apply 
through Panorama Recreation, and 
those outside the Saanich Peninsula, 
through their local recreation centre. 

Learn more about these programs at: 
www.panoramarecreation.ca.

Access Awareness Day
Friday, June 7, 9:30 am - 2 pm
SHOAL Centre
This free event for all ages raises 
awareness about disability, 
accessibility, and inclusion in our 
community. More information can be 
found closer to the date at: 
www.sidney.ca

https://blood.ca/en
https://blood.ca/en
https://distinctlysidney.ca/
http://www.distinctlysidney.ca
https://www.vanislecomiccon.com/
https://www.vanislecomiccon.com/
https://www.vanislecomiccon.com/
https://distinctlysidney.ca/

