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Emergency Preparedness 
The recent earthquake in New Zealand and earth-
quake and tsunami in Japan have raised our aware-
ness of the need to inform our residents on the prepar-
edness measures that are in place to deal with major 
threats to the Town and its residents.  The risks and 
hazards addressed in our plans include major earth-
quakes, flood (caused by tsunami or other forces), 
damaging winds, fire, aircraft crashes, power outages 
and pandemics.   
 

Over the past few years the Town’s Emergency Plan-
ning Committee has significantly advanced the 
Town’s capacity to respond to emergency situations.  
Led by The Town’s Emergency Coordinator, Fire 
Chief Dan Holder, a comprehensive summary of the 
Town’s key emergency management documents and 
messages has been compiled.  This information is 
now available on the Town’s website along with in-
formation on Provincial and Federal emergency pre-
paredness.  The material is now being adapted and 
will be available in print form and in a digital format 
that can be used in making presentations to groups 
and organizations in the community.  Town staff are 
available to make presentations on the Town’s emer-
gency preparedness program; requests should be sub-
mitted to the Administration Department at Town 
Hall.  
 

The Town is currently reviewing options to commu-
nicate directly to residents in the event of an emer-
gency.  The siren at the fire hall, which previously 
sounded for each fire call, will be activated for a pro-
longed period in appropriate crisis situations.  Other 
options to provide notice of emergencies include ra-
dio advisories, Internet communications, loud hailing 
from vehicles and door-to-door contact.   
 

Residents in Sidney and the peninsula should also be 
aware that, along with Central Saanich and North 
Saanich, the Town supports the Peninsula Emergency 
Measures Organization (PEMO).  This well-
organized volunteer agency provides critical services 
in the event of an emergency: Search and Rescue; 
Emergency Social Services (registration and evacua-

tion centre management); Neighbourhood Emergency 
Preparedness Program (NEPP) and Communications 
Support.   
 

It is important to stress that emergency management 
starts in your home and in your neighbourhoods.  
Residents should have on hand essential supplies to 
ensure self-sufficiency for up to a week, including 
food and water, clothing, flashlights, first-aid kit, a 
battery or crank-operated radio, medications and 
cash.   
 

I encourage you to refer to the Town’s website for 
complete information and links on emergency prepar-
edness, response and recovery.  If you have com-
ments or questions, please contact the Town Fire De-
partment or Administration Department.  

Mayor Larry Cross 

What an event!What an event!What an event!What an event!    
On the weekend of April 8-10 the Town of Sidney 
was very proud to host the Association of Vancouver 
Island and Coastal Communities (AVICC) annual 
general meeting and convention.  The event was a 
huge success and had the largest turnout to date.  Spe-
cial thanks are extended to the Shaw Ocean Discov-
ery Centre, the Mary Winspear Centre, the BC Avia-
tion Museum, the Stelly’s Performing Arts Students 
and everyone involved in organizing this event.  Now 
that Sidney has world-class venues to host such 
events, we look forward to welcoming more visitors 
and groups in the future! 

 

McTavish Interchange 
 

Now that the McTavish Interchange is open, we suggest 

that residents take their time to get familiar with the 

new traffic patterns and roundabouts.  Slow down and 

pay close attention to the new signs.  And remember 

that our road network is shared between motorists, 

cyclists and pedestrians.  Questions or concerns can be 

directed to the Ministry of Transportation and Infra-

structure at 250-387-2107. 
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100th Anniversary of the Sinking  

of the Steamship Iroquois 
 

These are only a few of the newspaper headlines that appeared in the Victoria Colonist and Times newspapers 
in mid April 1911 concerning the tragic sinking of the Steamship Iroquois:  “Score Perish As Ship Goes 

Down,” “Inquest Shows Captain Deserted Iroquois Wreck – Rowed Away in Lifeboat, Leaving Passengers to 

Be Rescued by Indians,” “Women Closed In Like Rats”.  
 

 
 

One hundred years ago on the stormy morning of April 10, 1911, the 82 foot Steamship Iroquois left its dock 
at Sidney at 9:00 a.m. with at least 32 crew and passengers. During its career the steamer had made over 2,000 
runs to and from the Gulf Islands and Nanaimo between 1900 and 1911, through both rough and calm seas.  
The Captain took no special notice concerning the weather, as he had sailed in much worse occasions. On the 
dock several potential passengers watched as the vessel parted.  Some of them seemed to have premonitions of 
disaster and decided not to board for fear the steamer would founder in the 100 km/hour winds with its heavy 
load of cargo.   
 

Within 15 minutes at steam while approaching Canoe Pass, part of the unsecured cargo shifted causing the Iro-

quois to list to one side.  Captain Albert A. Sears immediately sent crew members to re-adjust the cargo, but 
this action soon proved to be of no value as the steamer took on water and tipped on its side, destined to sink to 
the bottom of the sea. 
 

With crew and passengers trapped, efforts were made to free them before the submerging of the vessel.  In or-
der to escape, Captain Sears had to kick out the ceiling of the steering house and injured himself in the process.  
Even though some of the newspaper headlines and articles spoke badly about the Captain, he did assist in free-
ing some passengers from enclosed quarters, helping them get into one of the two lifeboats, which unfortu-
nately was damaged when it was ripped from its moorings, and eventually capsized.  In the end, only ten or 
eleven individuals survived the ordeal, although only four were passengers, three of whom were rescued by 
three members of the Cowichan First Nation in a small canoe. The Natives later received medals for their brav-
ery while putting their own lives at stake for the safety of others.   Even with additional rescue efforts by oth-
ers, several of the victims’ bodies were never recovered. 
 

The Town of Sidney, in conjunction with the Sidney Museum and Archives, is in the process of having an in-
terpretative sign made for permanent display at Iroquois Park. 

       Brad R. Morrison 

 Sidney Archives 
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Iroquois Park Redevelopment Project 
Iroquois Park, named after the S.S. Iroquois, is located at the corner of Fifth Street and Ocean Avenue and has 
been slated for redevelopment for a number of years.  The Town of Sidney is pleased to announce that it has 
received a Canada-British Columbia Infrastructure Grant in the amount of approximately $1,500,000 which 
will go towards upgrading the park, which is expected to cost approximately $2,900,000 in total.  This upgrade 
will include a new community building that will accommodate the Lions Club Food Bank, a concession build-
ing complete with change rooms and washrooms, walking trails, an orchard area, a multi-sport court, a water 
spray park (funded by the Sidney-by-the-Sea Rotary Club), playground equipment, a practice putting green, 
pond area improvements as well as road frontage works including a new transit stop on Fifth Street. 
 

In conjunction with the park project, BC Hydro, in partnership with the Town of Sidney, will be underground-
ing the overhead power lines on Fifth Street between Weiler Avenue and Ocean Avenue.  In addition to this, 
the Town of Sidney will also be upgrading the Ocean/Fifth intersection with a roundabout that will be funded 
through Gas Tax Funds received by the Town.  There will also be a necessity to remove the London Plane tree 
along Fifth Street but additional trees will be planted in the park as part of the redevelopment. 
 

The above work is scheduled over the next two years.  Milestones that the Town is working to achieve are the 
completion of the community building by the end of October 2011, the opening of the improved park and wa-
ter spray park in the Spring of 2012, and the completion of the roundabout and underground wiring by late Fall 
of 2012.  Residents are advised that Iroquois Park will be closed to the public from April 2011 to the Spring of 
2012, except for the tennis courts, the soccer field and the existing food bank, which will remain open.  As 
may be expected with a project of this size, once the major road works begin on Ocean Avenue, Fifth Street, 
and the roundabout, local residents will likely experience some additional noise, delays, detours and disruption 
during construction.  The Town will endeavour to do what it reasonably can to mitigate these unavoidable in-
conveniences.  Updated notices and information about the project will be made available through the Engi-
neering Department, the Town’s website, future editions of Town Talk and other sources. 

Iroquois Park Redevelopment Design 



Update from the Community Development Commission 
A little over a year ago, the Town of Sidney created two Commissions, the Community Development Com-
mission (CDC) and the Healthy Community Commission (HCC). The purpose of these Commissions is to 
identify and explore key issues central to Sidney’s long-term development as a vibrant, interesting and authen-
tic place to work and live. Both Commissions make recommendations to Council about these key issues.   
 

Chaired by Diane Thorp, Vice President of the Community Arts Council, the CDC already has one major suc-
cess under its belt, the creation of an electronic community calendar.  This new community resource is an 
easy-to-use internet tool for organizations who want to post their events on the world wide web 
(www.mypeninsula.ca).   
 

In addition, the CDC is developing a cultural asset inventory, as part of its effort to highlight Sidney and the 
peninsula as a rich and diverse cultural centre on the south island. Once complete, the cultural asset inventory 
will be posted on the Town of Sidney’s website to better inform local residents about the multitude of organi-
zations open to them and to promote the creative side of Sidney to visitors from around the world. 
 

Two other priority issues currently under investigation by the CDC are “branding” and “workforce housing.”  
The effort to develop a common peninsula “brand” is challenging but once in place the brand can be used by 
organizations throughout the region. The Commission also hopes it helps to define Sidney and the peninsula as 
a destination point.  The other big issue, workforce housing, is viewed as central to Sidney’s long-term eco-
nomic sustainability. Almost 75% of the employers who responded to a recent survey conducted by the Com-
mission said that they experience difficulty recruiting, hiring and/or retaining employees because of the short-
age of affordable workforce housing in Sidney or on the peninsula.  This is a big issue to tackle but the Com-
mission is actively exploring as many short and long term options as possible.   
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On Sunday March 27th a group of 
enthusiastic supporters braved the 
blustery weather to welcome the 
Washington State ferry Elwah, 
marking the resumption of service 
between Sidney, Friday Harbour 
and Anacortes after the winter hia-
tus.  Mayor Larry Cross and Town 
Councillors welcomed a group of 
visitors from Washington State 
that included Mayor Dean Max-
well of Anacortes and David 
Mosely, the Washington State De-
partment of Transportation Ferries 
Division Assistant Secretary. 
 

Also on hand to greet the visitors 
were representatives from the Sid-
ney Sister Cities Association, the 
Saanich Peninsula Chamber of 
Commerce, the Sidney Business 
Association and two RCMP mem-
bers resplendent in their red serge. 
Christian Olsen and his sister 
Patti, of Flair Hospitality Inc., who 

manage the Sidney Ferry Termi-
nal, did an excellent job in orga-
nizing the event, ably assisted by 
staff from the Town’s Public 
Works department.  A welcome 
addition this year was the hot and 
fresh little doughnuts provided by 
Noel Pike of the Sidney-by-the-
Sea Rotary Club. 
 

In March the Town executed a 
Letter of Intent with Washington 
State Ferries that sets out direction 
to enter into a long-term lease di-
rectly with Washington State for 
overall operation and management 
of the ferry terminal, with Flair 
Hospitality as the agent on-site.  
This is an important step in rein-
forcing the critical importance of 
the international ferry service as 
an economic generator and social 
and cultural connection between 
communities on both sides of the 
Salish Sea.   
 

At the time of writing this article, 
the Washington State Senate and 
State Legislature are debating the 
state’s biennial budget, an early 
draft of which suggested reducing 
the current ferry sailing season 
which currently shuts down for 
twelve weeks during the winter.  
However, there is comfort in the 
fact that the debate is now focused 
on the length of the service, and 
not on whether the route should be 
cancelled altogether.   
 

The international ferry service be-
tween Sidney and Anacortes 
Washington is a convenient and 
efficient option for travel to and 
from Canada and the United 
States.  As an added bonus, the 
scenery along the route is spec-
tacular – voted among the top-ten 
most scenic ferry routes in the 
world by the Society of American 
Travel Writers. 

Update on the Sidney Ferry Terminal 
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Stage 1 Watering Restrictions 

Effective May 1 until September 30 
 

Residents are reminded that stage 1 watering restrictions are effective from May 1 
until September 30. 
 

             Even addresses:          Odd Addresses: 

 Wednesdays & Saturdays     Thursdays & Sundays 
    4:00 a.m.-10:00 a.m.      4:00 a.m.-10:00 a.m. 
  and 7:00 p.m.-10:00 p.m.   and 7:00 p.m.-10:00 p.m. 
 

Established trees, shrubs, vegetable and flower gardens may be 
watered by hand using a hose with a shut-off device or hand 
held container, or micro-drip irrigation system, on any day at 
any time. 
 

Established trees, shrubs, vegetable and flower gardens may be 
watered with a sprinkler on any day, but only during the re-
stricted watering times. 
 

www.crd.bc.ca/water 
or contact CRD Water at 250-474-9684 

Property Taxes and Home Owner Grants 
Council has adopted a Financial 
Plan for 2011 reflecting a net in-
crease in property taxes of 
2.97%, with no changes to water 
or sewer parcel taxes and no 
change to the garbage collection 
fee. Increases were required to 
both the water and sewer user 
rates to offset lost revenues. The 
Town continues to maintain a 
minimum quarterly charge in rec-
ognition that there are fixed costs 

associated with operating water 
and sewer distribution systems.   
 

Property tax notices will be 
mailed out by the end of May. 
Deadline for payment is July 4, 

2011. To avoid long lineups, pay-
ment can be made by post dated 
cheque, at your bank or online. If 
eligible, please remember to claim 
your provincial Home Owner 
Grant (HOG), which can also be 

claimed electronically on the 
Town’s website. 
 

The Province has continued two of 
its deferment programs allowing 
qualified home owners to defer all 
or a portion of their annual property 
taxes. The Financial Hardship De-
ferment Program that was offered in 
2009 and 2010 has been discontin-
ued, but the following two pro-
grams are still available:  

Age 55 and older, surviving spouse, 

 or person with a disability 

 

Have at least 25% equity in home based on assessed 
value provided by BC Assessment 
 
Be 55 years of age or older OR a surviving spouse 
OR a person with disabilities 
 
Simple interest charged at prime less 2% (rate set 
every six months) 
 
$60 application fee and $10 annual renewal fee 

Families with children under the age 

of eighteen (18) 

 

Have at least 15% equity in home based on as-
sessed value provided by BC Assessment 
 
Be a home owner with financial responsibility for a 
child under 18 
 
Simple interest charged at prime rate (rate set every 
six months) 
 
$60 application fee and $10 annual renewal fee 

 

Attention  

Dog Owners 
 

Town bylaws require 
that all dogs be kept un-
der control and on leash 
when in public areas or 
Sidney parks.  Peter 
Grant Park is the only 
off leash park in Sidney. 
For the safety of resi-
dents and other pets, and 
for the peace and enjoy-
ment of our neighbour-
hoods and parks, please 
be in control of your dog 
at all times and always 
remember to pick up af-
ter your pets. 
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Scam Prevention Tips 
 

As better weather approaches, residents are re-
minded that door-to-door activity will increase.  
Here are some general tips that can help you avoid 
scams: 
 

1.It is not rude to leave your door closed and ask 
through the door what the visitor wants.  This is 
much safer. 

2.Never give out personal information to anyone 
who has phoned you or appeared at your door. 

3.If someone is soliciting, ask them to leave you 
with information (or mail you information) for you 
to look at during your leisure. 

4.If you do decide to partake in something, read the 
fine print and ask questions until you are clear 
about the costs and any possible future costs. 

5.Don’t be afraid to ask for identification if you are 
at all suspicious. 

6.Never give cash out at the door. 
7.Banks and credit card companies will NEVER call 

or email you to ask for personal information. 
 

If you are aware of a scam taking place in your 
neighbourhood, please contact the RCMP immedi-
ately at 250-656-3931. 

 

Gigantic Garage Sale 
 

The Sidney Lawn Bowling Club is holding their an-
nual Garage Sale in their clubhouse at 9580 Fifth 
Street (across from Tulista Park) on Saturday, May 

7 from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.  Surplus items are on 
sale at give-away prices.  There is lots of parking 
and refreshments will be available.  Also, their 
greens will be open and members will be on hand to 
provide visitors the opportunity to try their hand at 
lawn bowling (weather dependent).   

Annual Heartwalk 2011 
 

The First Open Heart Society of BC is once again 
holding its annual Heartwalk on Sunday, June 5, 2011 
and all are invited to take part.  Money raised will go 
to provide hospital equipment for patients undergoing 
heart related procedures and support for their spouses 
and families. 
 

This will be the 37th Walk and Silent Auction in Sid-
ney, featuring over 60 gifts/certificates.  Hot dogs and 
goodies will be provided and it is guaranteed to be a 
fun day for everyone.  The Walk begins at the Scout 
Hall on Bevan Avenue and registration is between 
11:00 a.m. and noon. 
 

For more information about the Walk and the First 
Open Heart Society of BC, please call George at 250-
656-5289. 

Parking Limits 
 

Parking spaces in Sidney are at a premium. This is 
no more evident than in the downtown core. Lately 
we have seen an increase in persons parking their 
vehicle in the downtown area and leaving it there 
while they depart for days or weeks, usually leaving 
the area by way of the airport or B.C. Ferries. Park-
ing a vehicle for over 24 hours on the street is not 
permitted by local bylaw. We offer long term park-
ing at a reasonable rate in Lot A which is at the cor-
ner of Bevan Avenue and Second Street. 

Pruning Boulevard Trees 
 

While property owners are responsible for maintain-
ing the grass area on the boulevard in front of their 
property they are not permitted to prune or remove 
the trees planted by the Town of Sidney. If you have 
a concern about any boulevard trees please contact 
our Superintendent of Parks who will consult with 
you about your concerns. Permission must be given 
before any trimming takes place. 

Graffiti 
 

Graffiti by definition refers to the placement of a 
drawing whether words or pictures on private or pub-
lic property without permission. In other words, graf-
fiti is also included in the definition of vandalism. 
This form of vandalism is prohibited by the Criminal 
Code and by Bylaw. 
 

The Town of Sidney staff work hard and together 
with our corporate and business partners to help keep 
graffiti to a minimum. We do this by removing or 
painting over graffiti as soon as possible after it is 
discovered. We are required to remove graffiti by 
law. Like all forms of vandalism, graffiti costs us all 
money which could be used elsewhere. 
 

Studies have shown that by removing graffiti soon 
after it is applied, it reduces the likelihood of it re-
occurring in the same location. 
 

If you have become a victim of graffiti vandalism 
please contact the local RCMP. 


