2011: Challenges and Opportunities

In previous editions offown Talk | have written about Sidney is the community that it is because of the
some of the challenges facing the Town and our Councibmmitment of its residents to a quality life — and their
These have included support for our volunteersadiness to work together.  Your comments and
whose efforts keep our town vibrant and socially rich, tisaggestions with regards to expenditures and priorities
need to maintain and replace municipal buildings, road®uld be of great help to Council.
and underground services and, in many areas, the
need to extend our sidewalk, street lighting ar@D10 was a very positive year for the Town:
crosswalk networks. These are long-term issues of
“sustainability” that require the Town to develop plans to formation of new Town Commissions and
address them. Committees;

- continued negotiations to secure long-term lease with
However, Council is also very much aware of another Washington State Ferries and full ferry services
dimension of “sustainability” - the ability of residents to commencement of Lochside redevelopment,
meet the cost of all of the Competing demands on |r0qu0iS Park revitalization and Town’s Works Yard
the Town budget. The Town has little to no control over improvement projects;
some pressures on the budget: inflation, previously hew agreement with Saanich Peninsula Chamber of
negotiated labour agreements, the economic conditions Commerce for operation of the Towns’ Visitor
confronting both Canada and our community, and so on. Information Centre;
Municipalities have very limited means to raise revenues lease with School District to remove derelict building
apart from property taxes (non-tax revenues such as fees,and provide interim additional parking in the
service charges and earned interest are a very small downtown;
portion of the Town budget). Council understands the formed community partnership to review the

pressures that property taxes place on residents andfeasibility of a trolley service in the Saanich
business. Peninsula;

undertaking major review of Town’s Zoning Bylaw;
Preparations are underway over the next weeks to develop establishment of mail-in registration and mail ballot
the Town's 2011 Financial Plan (Budget). Last year, Voting for nextlocal election;
Council ensured that Sidney’s percentage budget increaseestablishment of regular Mayor's Open Door (an
was one of the lowest of all of the municipalities ©opportunity for members of the public to meet with
in the Capital Region because Council was aware of the the Mayor);
financial challenges facing many of our residents and , . ) _
business people. This same awareness will guide ulfl in 2011 we will build on our successes of 2010. |
the 2011 budget considerations. We are committed ¥t to wish all residents the very best for 2011.
seeing that Town expenditures provide residents with the Mayor Larry Cross

greatest service for the least amount. ) )
Town Council Meeting

Council has set three evenings in February aside fo . : :
formal budget deliberations (February 22, 23 and 2011 - 2015 Financial Plan

Anyone wishing to make a presentation to Council .
regards to the 2011 Budget is welcome to do TueSday’ February. 22 at 5:00 pm
Please contact the Town's Administration Offi Town Hall, 2440 Sidney Avenue
(250-656-1139) to be included in the agenda. In addit (Council Chambers)

written submissions are also welcomed by Council. (and if required on February 23 & 24)
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Councillors’ Reports
Kenny Podmore  Steve Price

I was born in England and found am pleased to report on some
Sidney when | attended the 6tmy Council and Committee wor|
World Town Crier ChampionshipCurrently, | serve on ni
representing the Town of Stafforcommittees and commissions.
and have now been a resident for 13 _ _
years. | am happily married to my?S Vice Chair of the Highwa
lovely wife, Anita, who | met 17 Joint Peninsula Steerifg
in Sidney. | am a very active and enthusiastic participantfmmittee, a new pedestrian overpass at Beacon Avenue
many volunteer activities and have been presented @ Highway 17 has become an important goal for Sidney.
numerous awards for my work in the community. One bfiS freeway crossing is of great concern as school
my proudest moments was to participate in organizing gﬁ@dren, g:ycllsts and oth(_er pedestrians are put at risk on a
recent Freedom of the Town ceremony awarded d@jly basis. The Committee recently produced a report
443 Maritime Helicopter Squadron. positioning the overpass as a r_eglonal priority. This report

was presented to Minister Shirley Bond and funds have
| am enjoying my first term as Councillor - it is an hondeen set aside to perform a preliminary engineering report.
and privilege to represent the residents of Sidney and | @illr Council continues to diligently work with all levels of
continue to be a strong voice on their behalf. Under gavernment and the Victoria Airport Authority to secure
leadership of Mayor Cross, our Council’s commitment fianding to construct this overpass.

the people of Sidney will remain strong and any decisions dditi . K . :
made will be in the best interests of our town. Recengﬁl,a ition to my committee work, | continue to enjoy

| was gratified to be involved in advocating for more drivBFaring from members of our community and addressing
education on the use of roundabouts and now, through®f% areas of concern. | was pleased to work with

BC Minister of Transport, ICBC has initiated informationéf]s'dents of Summergate Village to install another bus
TV advertisements on this - with more to come. shelter for our citizens in that area.

| am also proud to hold the position as the Official Tow'€Se are just a few examples of my work. It is a
Crier of Sidney. privilege to serve the people of Sidney as your Councillor.

2011 Local Election

The Local Government Election forpersons who have a physical disability must be a resident of BC for the
the offices of Mayor, Councillor andor illness that affects their ability to past 6 months; and

School Board Trustee for the Town ofote at another voting opportunity and st not be disqualified byocal
Sidney will be held onSaturday, persons who expect to be absent fromsovernment Act or any other
November 19, 201)(General Voting the Town on voting days. Itis Up t0 gnactment from voting in an
Day) from 8:00 am to 8:00 pm in theindividuals to request a mail ballot giaction or from being nominated
auditorium of the SHOAL Centrefrom the Town and ensure that the ., holding office.

(10030 Resthaven Drive). ballot is returned to the Chief Election

o _ Officer prior to the close on GeneralNomination period begins at 9:00 am
The Prpvmmal List of Electors is Used\/oting Day. on Tuesday, October 4 and closes at
for voting purposes, therefore please 4:00 pm on Friday, October 14

contact Elections BC to ensuré yoomination documents for persons

are on the List (250-387-5305 Ofinterested in running for office will Further information is available on
electionsbc@elections.bc)ca be available at Town Hall on Friday,the Town’s website. Also, watch for
The Town has adopted a bylaw t ol:%ﬁf:ezgrfgslflgﬁs&?s for runnlngﬁ]dvcle\lrtlserréent_s in upcoming issues of
authorizemail in registration and ' € News hreview.

mail ballot voting. The only electors * Must be a Canadian Citizen; Administration Department
who may vote by mail ballot are: mustbe 18 year of age or older; Tel: 250-656-1139
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Development Services

The Town's Development ServicesSome of our accomplishments over and add new fines for offences.
Department is involved with many the past year include: - Worked with the RCMP to
aspects of new development and communicate bylaw requirements
business within the Town. The- Completed Sidney’'s Climate and potential fines for violations.
functions of this Department are Action Plan, a document with - Commenced a review of the

Planning, Building Inspections, goals and actions for both Town Building Bylaw.

Business Licences and Bylaw operations and the community to- Continued the hydro box

Enforcement. reduce greenhouse gas emissions revitalization program in the
and encourage environmentally = downtown core, displaying work

Development Services is committed  friendly development. by local artists.

to the delivery of a broad range of- Added targets to the Official

high quality services to residents, Community Plan for the In 2011 we look forward to
businesses and the development reduction of greenhouse gascompleting the reviews of the
community. Our goal is to respond  emissions from the community. Zoning Bylaw and Building Bylaw

to all inquiries quickly, efficiently - Continued the comprehensiveand commencing reviews of the
and accurately. Department staff review of the Town’'s Zoning Off-Street Parking and Loading
have an open door policy and Bylaw. Bylaw and the Business Licence

welcome  face-to-face  meetings- Assisted the Engineering Bylaw. A number of new
with members of the community to Department with redevelopmentredevelopment  applications  for
discuss development potential of plans for Iroquois Park and theproperties in the downtown core are
property and the bylaws that affect Lochside Walkway Revitalization underway and construction on these
and regulate change, growth and project. projects may be approved to
development in Sidney. - Updated the Municipal Ticket commence in 2011.

Information Bylaw to reflect

changes in enforceable bylaws Development Services Department
Tel: 250-656-1725

Sidney'’s Visitor Information Centre

In August 2009, Council accepted the submission from tleé origin and the nature of the information being sought.
Saanich Peninsula Chamber of Commerce to manage theerestingly, and consistently since operations began in
Town’s Visitor Information Centre in Bevan Park. TowrApril, the number one inquiry was directed at the
staff worked with the Chamber to equip and outfit th&haw Ocean Discovery Centre, with other popular
Centre and operations then began in April of last yeaequests being Butchart Gardens, where to eat,
The arrangement was on a trial basis with a full review tehere to stay and information on shopping and museums
be undertaken in December. in Sidney. The data also reinforces the notion of
tourism in our backyardsince the majority of visitors
One benefit of this partnership with the Chamber is theirrive from our doorstep in Greater Victoria and the
long-term experience, having operated the visitor centrgsand, or elsewhere in BC. In addition, a significant
on the Pat Bay Highway and in Iroquois Park for manyumber of visitors are travelling from Europe, which
years. Another advantage is that, the Sidney Cenfieints to the goal of the Victoria Airport Authority

is now part of the official provincial visitor information to lengthen the main runway to facilitate intercontinental
network, symbolized by the familiar yellow “i”. The air travel.

Chamber has developed a roster of over 60 active and
dedicated volunteers who are trained as Tourisgfter the review was undertaken in December, Council
Information Counsellors in accordance with provinciahgreed that the partnership with the Chamber is a success
guidelines. These volunteers provide the energy am@ld the agreement for operation and management of the
enthusiasm which result in a positive and memorab@entre was renewed for a five-year term.
visitor experience.

Administration Department
Each month the Chamber produces a summary of Tel: 250-656-1139
operations that includes visitor statistics, including place
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Local Park Feature: Eastview Park

Eastview Park is one of four waterfront parks located ineSidrin 1999, the Town purchased property to expand and
develop the existing park into a more useable public green space.0.Thihectare serene park overlooks the ocean,
offering a breathtaking spot for picnics and relaxation. The pak revitalized in 2007 with new benches, picnic
tables, garbage receptacles, a historical plague ankl Walkways leading through the beautiful, manicured gardens.
Although the park is on the waterfront, the water is not accessible due tekiieshoreline. Next time you are out for a
brisk walk or leisurely stroll stop by Eastview Park and take a mbtaeenjoy the magnificent views.

DEALUN AVE.

Fishing Pier
/”
BEVAN AVE. .

FIRST STREET
EASTVIEW DR.

OAKVILLE

=
=

E. “,]

THIRD STREET

SECOND STREET

ORCHARD AVE.

The Town encourages individuals to consider others and to refrain frorg
smoking in public parks. Also, please remember to have your dog osha lea
and clean up after your pet.

The Town is committed to promoting a clean, healthy urban environment a
supports active living and wellness.
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Use of Roundabouts

The roundabout has recently come into favour a
effective means of controlling traffic at intersectionsis i . ;
an intersection where traffic flows in a counter clockwid @nd usually disappears quickly, we want to remind you
circle around a centre island. The first roundabod
Sidney is at First Street and Beacon Avenue.

How do | use a roundabout?

1.

4.

More

Approach
- reduce your speed.
- watch for signs that may help you find your exit.

- watch for people using the crosswalk, and be rea

to stop.
Yield

Snow Clearing Reminder

Quer the last few years, we seem to be experiencing at
least one snowfall each year. Although it is lovely to look

t that it is the responsibility of all property owners and
occupants to clear and remove snow and ice from
sidewalks abutting or fronting their property.

When snow is not removed it makes walking difficult and
dangerous for your neighbours, particularly the elderly.
We also encourage residents to kindly help their
neighbours, friends or family members who may need
assistance with snow removal.

Public Works Department Tel: 250-656-4502

Welcoming Visitors

The Association of Vancouver Island and Coastal
Communities (AVICC) is the longest established area
association under the umbrella of the Union of
BC Municipalities (UBCM). The association was
established in 1950. It now has a membership of 51
municipalities and regional districts that stretch from the
Central Coast Regional District down to the tip of
Vancouver Island and include Powell River and the
| @unshine Coast. The Association deals with issues and
oncerns that affect large urban areas to small rural
communities.  The Annual General Meeting and
Convention held in April each year provides members

- yield to traffic already in the roundabout that comesvith the opportunity to bring forward issues and

from your immediate left before you enter.

Enter

- enter to your right, when there is a gap in traffic
you feel it is safe to do so.

- continue until you reach your exit.

Exit

- never come to a full stop in a roundabout un
traffic conditions require it.

- use your right turn signal to let other road u
know when you plan to exit.

- exit at a slow speed.

- as you exist, watch for people using the crossv
and be ready to stop.

- if you miss your exit, keep going around the ciicl

until you reach it again.

concerns from their individual communities through
resolutions and debates.

ANGhe Town is pleased to have been selected as the host
community for the 2011 AVICC Convention, to be held
April 8 - 10. Headquartered at the Mary Winspear
Centre, this event will attract over 225 mayors, elected

es@fficials and senior staff and their guests from
51 municipalities and regional districts on Vancouver

ertsland, the Sunshine Coast and the Central Coast.
This will be an opportunity to showcase the charms and
attractions of Sidney and provide positive economic

alknpacts. We thank our community partners for their
assistance in providing hosting sponsorships.

e
The host community planning committee has developed
an exciting program, which will include the opening

information is available on the

websites: Transport Canada - www.tc.gc eBnistry of
Transportation and Infrastructure - www.th.gov.brarad
ICBC - www.icbc.com

foIIowiTg

reception in the magnificent Shaw Ocean Discovery
Centre and the gala annual banquet at the brand-new
exhibit space at the BC Aviation Museum.

Tel: 250-656-1139

Administration Department
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Mayor’s Open Door
Thursday, March 10, 2011
3:00 - 6:00 pm
Mayor’s Office

Town Hall, 2440 Sidney Avenue

Residents wishing to have an opportunity to disc
community issues privately with Mayor Cross can
so on this first come first serve basis.

Society of Saanich Peninsula Museums

Sidney Historical Museum
Open Daily: 10:00 am - 4:00 pm
(2423 Beacon Ave, Old Post Office Building

Lego! Lego! Lego! Jan 2 - Mar 31

The 6th Annual Lego Exhibit returns to Sidney.
Admission is free. Donations accepted.

250-655-6355 sidneymuseum.ca

Music from four centuries on the theme of Love
Sunday, February 13 — 2:30pm

Viva Youth Choirs and a 25-piece orchestra join us
for thePremiére of Nicholas Fairbank’s

Sunday, April 17 — 2:30pm

St. Elizabeth’s Catholic Church
(10030 Third St, Sidney, BC)
Tickets: $20 / $10 student - Tanner’'s Books/door

250-656-0205 viachoralis.ca

2011 Council Schedule

July 11

August 8

September 12 and 26
October 11 and 24
November 14 and 28
December 5 and 19

January 10 and 24
February 14 and 28
March 14 and 28
April 11 and 26

May 9 and 24
June 13 and 27

Regular Council Meetings are as per the above
are held at 7:.00 pm at Town Hall, 2440 Sid
Avenue, unless posted otherwise.

What have you
done for the ocean
lately?

Sidney's award winning aquarium, the Shaw Ocean
Discovery Centre, is the local champion for the Salish|Sea.
This not-for-profit society could use your help. If you

have skills and experience related to marketing,
business, infrastructure, education, marine biology,
human resources or governance you may wish to consider
applying to join one of the centre'syolunteer
subcommittees. These committees provide advice
to the volunteer board that governs the Centre.| If
interested, please contact Angus Matthews, Executive
Director (250-665-7511, angus@oceandiscove)y.ca

If you would like to volunteer to become an Oceafneer
and join the team that provides amazing visitor
experiences at the Centre, please contact Beth Watkins
or Kendra Fowler, Community Coordinatars
(250-665-7511, oceandiscovery.ca/volunteer

Hearts of the Community Awards
February 15, 2011
Mary Winspear Centre

Do you know an amazing volunteer? Nominate them!
Beacon Community Services is seeking nominations] fo
individuals who provide outstanding volunteer seewvivithin the
Saanich Peninsula. Nomination forms are availabiéne at
beaconcs.cas well as through the Peninsula News Review,
SHOAL Activity Centre, Beacon Community Servicesirdh
Street Office and Thrift Shops. Nominations cldaauary 31.

250-656-5537 beaconcs.ca

COMMUNITY ARTS CENTRE EVENTS
TULISTA PARK

The Centre starts 2011 with a fresh show of yousmgpte’s art
It is entitled ‘Building Our Arts Future: Our Students Run fhe
Gallery”. Members of the Arts Council plan to mentor stud¢nt
of Parkland Senior Secondary in all aspects of rtingnand
running an art show. You are invited to visit thew during
February from 10:00am to 4:00pm, Wednesday to Sutulaeq
what themes interest today’s students.

Look for a variety of shows at the Centre throughtbe Spring
including the Shutterbugs focus on “Cats of Sidnay’early
April. For artists interested in entering eiti&allery by the Se
(peintings on the Beacon Fish Market) or in Artisesumme
arts and crafts show contact:

250-656-7400 cacsp@telus.net cacsp.cqm
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