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Community Volunteering  
One of the main goals of Council is to 
ensure that residents continue to           
enjoy the highest quality of               
community life possible.  And the 
rich community experience we have 
is the product of a very large number 
of volunteers who have committed 
themselves to working on behalf of 
the community and their fellow          
citizens.  Think of the events we    
enjoy:  Sidney Days, the Sidney       
Summer Street Market, the Summer 
Sounds, Gallery by the Sea, the Plein 
Air Paint-In, the Sidney Fine Art 
Show (and coming this year, an art 
festival joins the show), the Sidney 
Sparkles Xmas events, the studio 
tours, the jazz festival and others.  
These events enrich our community 
with colour and energy for the benefit 
of us all.  But can we sustain the level 
of volunteer commitment required to 
keep our community programs      
running as they should?  And what 
role can the Town play in supporting 
our volunteer groups? 
 
In answering the first question, there 
are two significant factors that             
put at risk the level of volunteer          
resources available to us. The first is a 

change in public attitudes towards 
volunteering, particularly among our 
youth.  Studies have shown that this 
group has a very pragmatic view       
of the benefits of volunteering:              
it develops skills and experience           
to assist them in l i fe. The                  
older demographic tends to view                  
volunteer work as service to the                   
community.  Sidney, fortunately, has 
a significant older population which 
has both the time and the desire to 
offer service to the community.  The 
second risk, greater than the first, is 
the challenge of volunteer leadership 
and renewal.  Many of the events and 
programs put on by our volunteer 
groups are complex and demanding, 
requiring great leadership skills and 
involving complex administrative 
requirements.  Council is concerned 
that, unless we assist and support our     
volunteers, we will see significant 
burn-out among volunteer leaders. 
 
The Town’s Vision 2020 Strategic 
Plan addresses the issue with           
burnout by committing the Town          
to “…sustained support for the            
volunteer community groups engaged              
in community and economic             

development.”  As a step in meeting 
this commitment, the Town will     
develop a volunteer recognition        
program to thank our volunteers for 
their efforts.  However, it is clear that 
this is not enough.  This year, in        
recognition of their service, Council 
increased its financial support for         
the Peninsula Celebrations Society        
to assist them with their current 
events (Sidney Days, Summer 
Sounds, Sidney Sparkles) and to give 
them added capacity to look at      
supporting other events. We have 
other volunteer groups which put on          
multiple events throughout the year, 
and these activities provide our       
residents with ongoing cultural and 
social experiences. Council and its 
new advisory group, the Community    
Development Commission, will           
be looking for ways to use our               
limited resources to ensure that our              
Town remains a vital and vibrant 
place to live by supporting its          
volunteers. 

Wharf Update 
 
The proposal for the redevelopment of   
Beacon Wharf has been withdrawn.  
 

Council has approved that the Wharf     
remain closed to vehicle traffic until 
all required repairs are completed and 
certified safe for vehicle loading.  
Staff will undertake repairs to          
maintain commercial operations and 
will explore other options for future 
repair and/or redevelopment of the 
Wharf.  The Town is committed to 
ensuring commercial operations and 
public access to the Wharf continue.  

                               Meet Mayor Cross   
 

Mayor Cross is opening up his door to citizens.        
Anyone wishing to have an opportunity to discuss 
community issues privately with the Mayor can do so 
on a first come, first serve basis on:  

 
 
 

                                  Friday, October 29  
                                  10:00am - 4:00pm 

                                  Mayor’s Office, Town Hall 
                                 2440 Sidney Avenue 



Councillors’ Reports 
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Jeannette Hughes 
 
After serving the Town for over 
17 years on Council and Advisory 
Committees here is a glimpse of 
my current extra activities. With  
my writing and public relations 
background, I coordinated       
Access Awareness Day in the 

Wellness Park, the first event of the Healthy Community 
Commission (HCC).  As well as extensive participation in    
Vancouver Island Regional Library Board meetings in 
Nanaimo, I also assist the Friends of the Library as 
needed.  My participation at the Health Fair on behalf of 
HCC was to encourage volunteers. Again this year, I        
bestowed an award at the Navy League annual review.  As 
an honored guest, I attended the Taoist Tai Chi 40th         
Celebration.  Other May events I was part of were Victoria 
Airport Authority Annual General Meeting, Museum 
Board planning session,  Chamber Industry Tour and CRD 
Council half-day workshop in Victoria.   
 
These events are in addition to twice monthly regular 
Council and Committee meetings. 

Mervyn Lougher-
Goodey 
 
As your representative on the 
CRD Water Commission, I am 
pleased to report we continue to 
have outstanding wholesale      
delivery of pristine potable water 
for the residents of Sidney.  Our community continues to 
be very conscious of the importance of water conservation 
to ensure a reliable and affordable supply for future       
generations.  Also, as a  representative on the Saanich  
Peninsula Water and Waste Water Commissions, I was 
able to ensure the approval and implementation of the   
recent heat recovery project at the Waste Water Plant that 
will provide energy to the Panorama Recreation Centre.   
 
I continue with my fellow councillors to listen and react to 
your concerns.  Recently, I was particularly gratified to be 
able to support the funding and implementation of the   
enhanced sidewalk on the Library’s north side.  This       
addition will further ensure the safety of our citizens. I 
look forward to further serving Sidney. 

In some ways, our beautiful Town has 
become a victim of its own success.  
More people want to come to Sidney, 
to enjoy the local attractions and   
natural beauty, than can sometimes be 
conveniently accommodated in the 
town core. These impacts have      
lead to some challenges in the      
management of parking. In an       
attempt to address these challenges, 
the Town has recently embarked on    
a parking review to help balance      
the expectations of the different             
stakeholders: residents, businesses, 
their customers and employees, as 
well as visitors to our Town.    
 
In the past few years more and more 
people, principally visitors - not      
residents, were buying monthly        
parking passes from Town lots and 
leaving their vehicles for weeks on 
end while they were off on holidays.  
This use close to the downtown core 

was proving detrimental to other users 
as it was taking away valuable spots 
from daytime users, particularly    
employees and customers of local 
businesses, and was contrary to our 
regulations.   
 
Having to come up with an alternative 
to fill the demand for service, the   
chosen solution was to position      
Lot A, at Second Street and Bevan 
Avenue, as a long-term parking lot.   
In order to make this happen without 
increasing costs to the Town, a pay 
parking lot was the most viable     
option.  This was seen as an effective 
way to give people the option of    
deciding how long they want to park.    
Other lots and most on-street parking 
have time restrictions.  Giving visitors 
to the area the option to linger in as 
long as they want to, without fear of 
being ticketed, is a useful public    
service and will certainly benefit the 

business community. The rates are as 
follows:  
· $1.25 - p/hour 
· $3.50 - all day (until 6:00pm) 
· $2.50 - evening  (6:00pm - 6:00am) 
· $6.00 - 24 hours  
· $120.00 - 30 days (reserved) 
 
Employees of local businesses have 
other affordable all day parking     
options. The Town operates three 
other lots, with monthly parking      
available at $30 p/month ($1 p/day).   
 
All net revenue from this lot will be 
dedicated to other parking strategies.  
The Town will monitor the situation 
and continue to look at new ideas to 
address parking trends emerging from 
the popularity of our beautiful seaside 
Town.  Thank you for your patience 
and understanding as we enter another 
busy summer season.  

NEW Long-Term Parking 
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Lochside Drive  
Revitalization Project  
 
The Town successfully acquired a grant from the Building 
Canada stimulus program for the improvements to the 
eastside of Lochside Drive.  This project is valued at 
$1,125,000 and includes upgrades to the east side of  
Lochside such as concrete curbs, improved parking and 
transit facilities, walking trails, landscaping, benches          
and picnic tables. The project is scheduled to be               
available for tender on June 14 and construction is           
anticipated to start by early August and be largely            
completed by late November 2010.   
 
This will complete the Town’s  vision of creating a scenic 
entrance way, which first began with the removal of      
overhead wiring in 2004.  

Iroquois Park                   
Improvements Project  
 
The Town also successfully acquired a Building  Canada 
Fund grant for upgrades and improvements to Iroquois 
Park.  The value of this project is estimated at $2.9 million 
and includes the construction of two new municipal         
buildings, a water spray park, an adventure playground, a 
multi sport court, a putting green as well as parking        
improvements and landscaping.  The Town is currently in 
the selection process for a qualified consultant to complete 
detailed design drawings and provide project management 
services.   
 
Construction is anticipated to begin in the spring of          
2011 and be completed and open to the public by late               
fall of 2011. 

Engineering, Public Works and Parks 
The Town’s Engineering, Public 
Works and Parks Departments have 
had a busy year completing          
many projects associated with         
infrastructure sustainability and other 
strategic priorities identified under 
the Town’s Vision 2020 Strategic 
Plan.   
 
Each year, the Town commits almost 
$1 million for scheduled projects 
identified under the 20 Year            
Infrastructure Plans. These plans are 
reviewed annually and provide      
responsible and efficient long term 
upgrade and replacement plans for: 
curb and gutter, road resurfacing and                
reconstruction, sidewalks, storm 
drain, sanitary sewer, water system 
upgrades and park improvements.  
Infrastructure is critical to sustainable 
community development. Significant 
design and construction projects for 
2010  include:  
 
· road resurfacing of Fifth Street, 

Resthaven Drive and Mills Road 
 

· new curbs and gutters on Second 
Street, Mills Road, Fourth Street 
and  Third Street 

· new sidewalk construction on 
Fourth Street, Second Street,            
Mt. Baker Avenue, Resthaven 
Drive and James White Boulevard 

 

· new storm drains through 
Resthaven Park and First Street,  

 

· new sanitary sewers and water    
services on Frost Avenue 

 

· new water mains on First Street and 
Mills Road  

 
The Town continues to create vibrant, 
safe, accessible and welcoming     
public spaces.  Also, fast approaching 
on the horizon is the start-up of         
construction in August for the         
grant-assisted Lochside Drive project 
(see below). This long awaited          
project will visibility transform the 
southern entrance into Town.  
 
Just steps away from Lochside Drive 
is Iroquois Park (see below)            
which too will be undergoing         
reconstruction.  The timing of this 
project is most appropriate as 2011        
is the centennial year of the tragic       
sinking of the SS Iroquois passenger 

ship for which the park was named.  
This park will house the well          
anticipated children’s water spray 
park and a new home for the Sidney 
Lions Food Bank.  
 
The new outdoor water feature at the 
Shaw Ocean Discovery Centre and  
the new Pavilion and public art           
installation at Beacon Park have       
created a wonderful public gathering 
place. And each year, the community     
continues to enjoy the many beautiful 
floral displays that enhance our       
seaside Town.   
 
In a commitment to environmental 
sustainability, the Town has begun 
replacing some of its corporate fleet 
with low emission vehicles. The 
Town is taking a proactive approach 
to reducing energy consumption and 
greenhouse gas emissions from its 
operations.   
 
For more information on any of these 
projects you are encouraged to       
contact the Engineering Department  
250-656-4502 or check for updated   
information on the Town’s website. 



TOWN TALK _____________________________________________________________________________  Page 4, July 2010 

Local Park Feature:    Reay Creek Park  

Reminder to Dog Walkers 
 

Please remember our parks, trails and beaches are used by all our residents.  Please keep our four-legged    
companions under control at all times and don’t forget to properly dispose of any deposits left behind.  

Summer Fire Safety  
 

With summer coming up, the Sidney Fire Department would like to remind all of our residents that outside 
burning and beach fires are prohibited in Sidney.  Care should be taken when using parks and trails as smoking 
poses many fire hazards, but none more so than carelessly tossing a cigarette butt on the ground. Dry grass, 
dead leaves and twigs on the ground can provide fuel for very fast-moving wildfires. Make sure cigarettes are 
extinguished completely.   Let’s have a safe and fire free summer! 

Reay Creek Park is named for gold mining brothers         
William and Charles Reay who settled on a sizable 
acreage around Reay Creek in 1875.  This natural   
rural park offers forested walking trails and park 
benches.  The narrow, uneven gravel trail offers a 
good 20 minute walk through tall trees along           
Reay Creek.  The trail crosses over Summergate   
Village Road and ends at Peter Grant Park.  Nature 
appreciation, bird watching and hiking are the          
popular activities in this peaceful shady park.   This 
park can be accessed from the end of Greenglade 
Road, Frost Avenue or Wesbrook Drive. 
 

Reay Creek is a relatively small and protected creek          
originating on the east of the Victoria International  
Airport and draining into Bazan Bay.  A local group 
of volunteers have been very active in assisting with 
the restoration and preservation of the creek.  There 
have also been successful efforts to rejuvenate the 
salmon and trout population in the stream.  

Wellness Park  
 

Have you tried it yet?  It’s not just for seniors.   
Check out the newly released video showing how          
to safely and effectively use the outdoor fitness          
equipment - www.actnowbc.ca/seniorsvideos.  



2010 Policing Priorities 
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      Staff Sergeant Dennis O’Gorman 
 
Every year our Sidney/North Saanich 
RCMP detachment produces a       
performance plan that assists us in 
policing goals and priorities. This plan 
is created using consultation with all 
of our communities and policing    
partners, and then internally with our           
own officers. Community Policing    
priorities are then set after this             
consultation process and work action 

plans are developed to record our   
progress. Priorities for 2010 have 
been set and are already being worked 
on at the street level.  
 
Traffic safety remains a priority, with 
impaired driving and aggressive        
driving being key enforcement areas 
in our goal to contribute to safer  
roads and reduce the number of        
traffic collisions.  Property crime also         
remains a priority and several crime           
prevention techniques are being used 
to accomplish this goal.    
 
Prolific offenders living in our area 
will be identified and a variety of 
strategies will be implemented in    
order to deter their criminal activities.  
It is commonly believed that a select 
few offenders are responsible for a 
large portion of crimes in the         
community.  Once an offender is 

charged with a property crime, they 
will continue to see us regularly to 
ensure compliance of court orders.   
We will be checking on their court 
conditions such as curfews and        
making sure they are following court 
directions.   
 
Maintaining a positive relationship 
and communication with our First 
Nations communities also remains a 
priority, as well as organized crime 
and drug trafficking.  Already this 
year, we have conducted more than 
one search warrant on local residences 
and seized large amounts of illegal 
drugs.  
 
We will continue to work towards our 
goals and monitor our progress,       
but we can’t do it alone.  As a                
community, assist us in making our 
Town a safe place to live and visit.  

In 2009 a group of stakeholders,      
including the Town, were successful in 
convincing the Washington State     
Senate not to cancel the international 
ferry service connecting Sidney to 
Anacortes.  In celebrating the decision, 
the partners resolved to develop         
plans aimed at increasing ridership,              
promoting tourism on both sides of the 
run and establish closer community, 
organizational and economic ties. A 
number of promotional initiatives have 
been launched by the Washington    
organizations and efforts are underway 
to develop a coordinated marketing 
strategy.  
 
Last year, the Society of American 
Travel Writers included this run on its 
list of top 10 most exciting and scenic 
ferry routes in the world.  Combine 
awesome scenery with an inexpensive 
service providing direct access to the 
United States - it’s a best-kept secret 
that needs to be told.  

The Protective Services Committee 
was created to advise Council on       
matters relating to the emergency and 
protective services in the community.  
The Committee is aware of the        
importance of keeping our citizens 
informed of the status of our safety 
and preparedness.  
 
Our RCMP detachment has an            
enviable reputation for its no             
nonsense approach to crime                
prevention and crime solving.              
We have the lowest crime rate of         
33 municipalities of similar size.         
This is as a result of the benefit         
from the Integrated Road Safety   
Unit, Regional Crime Unit, Mobile 
Youth Response Team, Domestic 
Violence Unit and by being in          
CRD enhanced policing service. The        
success in lowering crime rate in         
our communities is through the         
implementation of crime reduction 
strategies.  Our detachment deals with 

crimes much the same as in larger 
centres such as: youth crimes;        
drug crimes, impaired driving              
offences, homelessness, traffic control 
issues and school liaison duties.  
Make no mistake that our police force 
is kept very busy as witnessed by 
their success rate. Their emphasis is 
to concentrate on catching the “bad 
guy” thus keeping our community 
safe.   
 
We can all do our part in controlling 
crime in our communities by           
observing wrong doings and reporting 
them.  We live in a community that   
is safe, friendly and inviting because 
of the dedicated work of the members       
of the RCMP, the leadership of our 
Mayor and Council, the dedicated 
volunteers of the Citizens On             
Patrol Society and you, the citizens. 
 

Wayne Hatt, Chair   
Protective Services Committee 

 How Safe Are We? Anacortes Ferry 
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Community Events ... 
 
 

Summer Street Market        Jun 3 - Aug 26 
5:30 - 8:30 pm, Beacon Avenue  
Stroll down Beacon Avenue on Thursday evenings 
and enjoy great food, crafts, music and more.   

 
 
 
 

Canadian Multiculturalism Day      Jun 27 
10:00 am - 4:00 pm, Mary Winspear Centre  
Dancing, performances, music, ethnic food, arts and 
crafts and more.   
 
 
 

Summer Sounds                       Jul 4 - Sep 5 
 2:00 - 4:00 pm, Beacon Park  
Enjoy listening to live music on Sunday afternoons.  
Admission is free, donations welcome.      
 
 
 

BC Aviation Museum  
- Open House                                                  Aug 7 
9:00 am - 4:00 pm.  Fly-ins, aircraft on display, kids’ 
stuff, food and fun.   

- Hangar Dance                                             Aug 14 
8:00 - 11:00 pm.  Dance, swing to the tunes of the 
Swiftsure Band.  Tickets are $25.  
 
 
 
 

Freedom of the Town                         Sep 18 
11:00 am, Beacon Avenue 
The 443 Maritime Helicopter Squadron will be    
exercising their right to “Freedom of the Town” with 
a special parade and plaque dedication ceremony.  

 

Box Office Hours  
 
 

Monday to Friday:  9:30 - noon, 1:00 - 5:00 pm  
Saturday:  1:00 - 4:00 pm  

(and 1 hour prior to show time) 
 
 
 

250-656-0275          marywinspear.ca  

Peninsula Newcomers Club   
Welcoming Women to our community since 1986 
 
Are you new to the Saanich Peninsula?  With over             
100 current members, the Peninsula Newcomers Club offers 
an excellent opportunity for women who have recently 
moved into the Saanich Peninsula area to meet and develop 
new friendships.  Please contact ...   
 

peninsulanewcomers@gmail.com     

 
 
 

Open Daily:  10:00 am -  4:30 pm 
 9811 Seaport Place, Sidney 
Adult Admission:   $12.00 

Youth (Age 6 to 17):   $6.00 
5 and under:   FREE 

 

    �   Educational Programs    �   Lecture Series  
    �   Exhibits                          �   Birthdays  
    �   Summer Camps              �   Special Event Rentals  
    �   Field & Boat Trips  

 
 
 
 

250-665-7511      oceandiscovery.ca                                             

Summer Office 
Hours at 

Town Hall  
 
 
 
 

8:00 am  -  4:00 pm 
   
 

July 5  to September 3  
(inclusive)  

Summer  
Council Meetings  

 
 

Monday, July 12  
Monday, August 9 

 
 
 

7:00 pm 
Council Chamber 

Town Hall  

 

COMMUNITY ARTS CENTRE EVENTS 
TULISTA PARK 

 
 

ARTISANS GIFT GALLERY SHOW  
featuring work by local artists - pottery,  

quilting, woodwork, jewelry, painting and sculpture 
OPEN DAILY 10:00 am - 4:00 pm   

June 12 to August 29 
 
 
 

 ARTS & CRAFTS CLASSES FOR CHILDREN 
July 5 to 9, August 9 to 12 
August 30 to September 2 

 
 
 
 

SHOW OF FIRST NATIONS ART 
September 8 to 26 

 
 
 

GALLERY BY THE SEA 
vote for your favourite painting  at the outdoor gallery  

on the Fish Market on Beacon Wharf  

now until end of September 
 
 

250-656-7400               cacsp.com  

Town Talk  is a quarterly newsletter published by 
the Town of Sidney and distributed to residences  
and businesses in Sidney.  We welcome your       
feedback.   

 

250-656-1139    administration@sidney.ca  


