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Parking 

 
Council is very aware of the park-
ing issues in Sidney.   
 
Because of our concern, the Town 
retained Boulevard Transportation 
Group to update an earlier Parking 
and Parkade Study.  The update 
has shown that peak occupancy 
has grown and is approaching the 
accepted industry standard of full 
capacity. 
 
However, it should be noted that 
our current level of parking occu-
pancy is a sign of our economic 
health and commercial vitality 
within our downtown core! 
 
As a point of interest, each surface 
parking stall represents an invest-
ment of $22,000 per stall.  The 
cost for land, building, repairing 
and maintaining our parking lots is 
currently paid by Sidney taxpay-
ers.   
 
Among the initiatives that have 
been, or soon will be, imple-
mented are: 
 
Conversion of Parking Lot A at 
the southeast corner of Bevan 
Avenue and 2nd Street to long-
term paid parking.  Council is cur-
rently considering making it both 
paid and limited time free parking. 
 
The Town will declare 24 hour 
parking restrictions in neighbour-

hoods in relative close proximity 
to the downtown area.  This will 
encourage motorists to consider 
the long-term paid option in Park-
ing Lot A, and discourage long 
term or vacationing parkers who 
may be leaving their cars in our 
neighbourhoods.     New signs will 
be put up at key locations advising 
visitors of the 24 hour parking re-
striction; violations will be en-
forced upon complaints from 
nearby residents. 
 
Leasing the School District No.63 
property at the northeast corner of 
Bevan Avenue and 3rd Street, de-
molishing the structure and devel-
oping a new public free time-
limited parking lot with over 30 
stalls.  The mature trees along 
both sides of the property will be 
retained to enhance the park-like 
setting of this new parking lot. 
 
In the new year, a public process 
will be initiated to discuss and 
gather input regarding how to best 
address parking challenges and 
opportunities within the down-
town. 
 
Parking is a complex challenge, 
but, working together as a commu-
nity, we will discover how to best 
address parking challenges and 
opportunities. 
 
Transit 

 
With the completion of the 

McTavish Road Park and Ride 
facility, Transit bus schedules 
have impacted service for Sidney 
residents, some of our communi-
ties more than others.  We will be 
taking the concerns of our resi-
dents to Transit management in 
the near future. 

 
Happily summer has arrived, and I 
hope that everyone takes advan-
tage of the sunny days to enjoy 
our beautiful town, seaside walks 
and wonderful views!  

 

Mayor Larry Cross 

Transportation in Sidney 

2011  

SAANICH PENINSULA 

ArtSea FESTIVAL 
October 14th - 23rd 

   

Each October, art lovers look for-
ward to two major weekend events 
on the Saanich Peninsula – the Sid-
ney Fine Art Show, one of the largest 
and most anticipated juried art shows 
in the province, and the Saanich Pen-
insula Fall Studio Tour, with many 
artists on the Peninsula opening their 
studios for the public to visit. The 
Peninsula ArtSea Festival - now in 
its second year, builds on these two 
much-anticipated events, as well as 
Sidney’s reputation as a book town, 
to include a full range of other activi-
ties that celebrate a broad and diverse 
combination of artists working in 
multi-disciplinary areas.  Check for 
details on the events planned by vis-
iting www.mypeninsula.ca 
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Nomination Documents - Nomination documents for people interested in running for Mayor, Councillor or 
School Board Trustee will be available at Town Hall on Friday, August 26.   The nomination period begins at 
9:00 a.m. on Tuesday, October 4, 2011 and closes at 4:00 p.m. on Friday, October 14, 2011.  For more infor-
mation, please contact the Administration department at 250-656-1139. 
 
Voting Opportunities - The 2011 Local Government Election will take place on Saturday, November 19, 

2011 at the SHOAL Centre at 10030 Resthaven Drive.  Polls will be open from 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.  Ad-
vance voting opportunities will be held Wednesday, November 9, 2011 and Wednesday, November 16, 2011 
from 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. in Council Chambers, 2440 Sidney Avenue. 
 
Mail Ballot Voting - The Town of Sidney has now adopted a mail ballot voting bylaw and mail ballot voting 
and registration will be offered for this election.  If you have a physical disability, illness or injury that affects 
your ability to vote at any of the voting opportunities, or if you expect to be absent from the Town of Sidney 
on general voting day and the advance voting opportunities, you may qualify to vote by mail.  Please contact 
the Administration department at 250-656-1139 for more details. 

Local Government Election 2011 

The Robert Lacroix Family Fundraiser 

On behalf of Constable Robert (Bob) Lacroix, his wife Anic, their four children and the Sidney/North Saanich 
RCMP Detachment, I wish to thank all of the people, businesses and organizations that made this fundraiser 
such a success. 
 
On May 14th a Gala was held at the Mary Winspear Centre for the Lacroix family with the goal of sending 
them to Disneyland, which was Bob’s one last wish when he was diagnosed with terminal cancer earlier this 
year.  Although the Gala and other fund raising activities started out with this goal in mind, it did not take long 
for the community and Bob’s fellow workers to surpass the financial threshold of the trip to Disneyland.  
Thanks to all the support, we have been able to build a trust fund for Bob’s family that has exceeded $200,000.  
The fundraiser Gala at the Mary Winspear Centre raised approximately $50,000 on its own. 

 
On May 15th the Lacroix family left for their journey to Dis-
neyland.  The trip went very well and the children had a won-
derful last vacation with their father.  Bob has asked us to 
thank everyone for all they have done to help him and his fam-
ily.  Bob is taking things day by day and treatment to treat-
ment, and has no plans for a “bucket list” but instead wants 
the money raised to go to his family to assist them when he is 
gone. 
 
Thanks again to the Town of Sidney, Mayor Larry Cross and 
Councillor Kenny Podmore for spear-heading our fundraising 
efforts and to everyone else who helped in their own way in 
making Bob’s dream come true. 

 

S/Sgt Dennis O’Gorman 

NCO i/c Sidney/North Saanich RCMP Detachment 



TOWN TALK _____________________________________________________________________________  Page 3, July 2011 

Sidney set to become even more “Sociable”  

with upcoming MISA Conference 
 

This September, Sidney will welcome over 350 MISA BC delegates and guests to its 
annual Fall Conference.   Established in 1994, the BC chapter of this Canadian Munici-
pal Information Systems Association (MISA) represents the province’s municipal Infor-
mation Systems &Technology professionals who hold an interest in the effective use of 
information technology and in providing better and more cost-effective services to mu-
nicipal taxpayers and clients.  
 
For the first time, the BC Association has selected a small municipality as the host community for the four-day 
Conference, and the Town of Sidney is excited to showcase local participating venues including the Mary 
Winspear Centre, the Shaw Ocean Discovery Centre, and the BC Aviation Museum.   The  host planning com-
mittee has chosen “Social Media and Social Marketing” as the theme for the multi-day Conference and is  
proud to present MISA participants with an exciting and inspiring education event that will include informa-
tive Keynote speakers, a comprehensive Trade Show, exciting workshops and training opportunities, along 
with an entertaining evening social program.  
 
We look forward to the goodwill and positive economic impacts that will be generated by the conference and 
our thanks go out to the many community partners and sponsors for their outstanding support.  We invite the 
residents of Sidney to extend the hand of friendship to these visitors as they make their way into our vibrant 
and picturesque town this autumn.  

Starting this September, Peninsula Elder College will offer a variety of programs for those over 50 who are 
interested in accessing general interest programs. All Elder College instructors are local community members 
who are volunteering to share their knowledge, experience and skills. Classes will be interesting, fun and of-
fered in a relaxed atmosphere. No exams or studying! Courses will be offered during weekdays on a variety of 
topics during the Fall and Winter sessions and individual course costs will be relatively inexpensive after an 
annual membership of $15.00. 
 
Elder College memberships will be available at the Sidney Market as of August 4th or available at Panorama 
Recreation Centre. Look for the initial courses offered in the Fall Panorama program guide.  Submit program 
ideas to eldercollege@panoramarec.bc.ca or phone 250-655-2178. 

Peninsula Elder College: 

It’s what you learn after you know it all 

Vegetation on Private Property 

 

Residents are reminded to maintain vegetation on private property to 
prevent it from encroaching on Town property.  Please ensure sidewalks 
are free and clear of hedges, shrubs and overhanging branches that origi-
nate on private property.  The Town of Sidney trims trees located on 
Town boulevards.  Please call 250-656-4502 if a tree requires mainte-
nance. 

Line Painting 

 

Repainting of road markings is 
underway.  Please use caution 
when driving around cones to 
avoid the wet paint and other 
motorists. 
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Update from the Healthy Communities Commission 

So, what is a “healthy commu-
nity”?  The answer probably lies 
with every individual in the Town 
of Sidney and may revolve around 
real hospital health or the environ-
ment, or the business community. 
Vision 2020 for the Town states 
that a healthy community will be: 
• Friendly and prosperous sea-

side town; 
• Unified, coordinated, empow-

ered community organizations 
and partners; 

• Artistic, informed and active; 
• Safe, clean and environmen-

tally responsible; 
• Demographically, socially and 

culturally diverse and inclu-
sive; and 

• Healthy and diverse 
neighbourhoods. 

 

A lot to consider for sure!  
 
The Healthy Community Commis-
sion (HCC) was formed by Coun-
cil in 2009 to “advise Council on 
matters and issues relating to the 

social well being of the commu-
nity: recreational and leisure ac-
tivities; health care; seniors, youth 
and families; accessible/disability 
services; food security; and envi-
ronmental protection and sustain-
ability”. The HCC membership 
includes appointed citizens at 
large, community organization 
stake holders, Town Councillors 
as liaison and Town Staff support.  
As well, the HCC now has a for-
mal liaison with the Town’s Pro-
tective Services Committee (PSC) 
which addresses many police, fire 
and emergency preparedness is-
sues. 
 
Over the last year, the Commis-
sion has heard from a number of 
speakers with stories and informa-
tion to impart. Elder College has 
become a program facilitated 
through Panorama Recreation. The 
ravages of “crystal meth” on a 
community, even Sidney, resulted 
in a request that the Town explore 
monetary support through senior 

levels of government for education 
programs presented at our schools. 
Autism affects many in the com-
munity and the PSC is looking at 
ways for first responders to be 
aware of autistic individuals who 
may be in a residence or building. 
 
For the last two years, HCC has 
sponsored Access Awareness Day, 
which is a national day promoting 
awareness of issues affecting those 
in society that encounter barriers 
to their participation and mobility. 
Under the direction and organiza-
tion of Councillor Jeanette 
Hughes, booths and displays by a 
number of organizations were set 
up for the public to view.  
 
Though there may be many ver-
sions of what is a healthy commu-
nity, the Healthy Communities 
Commission looks to the citizens 
of Sidney and the Saanich Penin-
sula for the inspiration of ideas 
that make our community a better 
place to live.   

Tulista Park Boat Launch Facility 
 

The busy boating season is upon us now and we recognize that parking can be a challenge at the Tulista Park 
Boat Launch.  Keeping in mind that this launch is a Town facility and not a regional facility, we are endeav-
ouring all we can to address the parking issues.  We encourage boaters with a more flexible schedule to take 
advantage of using the facility on week days rather than weekends which tend to be much busier.  Parking re-
strictions at the Tulista Boat Launch will be enforced on weekdays and weekends. 
 
Construction at Iroquois Park has reduced the amount of parking available and as a 
result we are encouraging patrons to park in alternative sites.  Maximum 24 hour 
parking is available along the south side of Weiler Avenue.  Overnight and long-term 
parking is available in Lot A at the corner of Bevan Avenue and Second Street.  This 
lot is monitored by Robbins Parking and detaching the truck and trailer is permitted.  
It is necessary to purchase a parking ticket for each space occupied (display tickets in 
vehicle).  Please call Robbins Parking at 250-414-4455 for rates.  Alternative boat 
launch facilities with long term overnight parking can be found at the Tsartlip Band 
Public Boat Launch in Brentwood Bay.  Please call 250-652-3988 for rates. 
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Are you a member of a group planning an event and want to make sure you don’t clash with another planned 
event? Do you have an event planned and want to get the word out about it?  www.mypeninsula.ca can help 
you.  Mypeninsula.ca is a website dedicated to providing the Peninsula communities with information about 
the many events, including performances, crafts fairs, workshops and classes, trade shows and conventions, 
which take place on the Peninsula every week. The only proviso is that the event must be open to the general 
public (i.e. it is not a “members only” event).  The website is very user-friendly. You do not have to be a mem-
ber or create a profile to post – just follow the steps. Events will not be posted immediately as they are vetted 
for appropriateness before being posted.  Don’t have a computer but want to post an event? Not a problem! 
Just call 778-426-1262 and the event will be posted for you.  A contact e-mail address or phone number is 
needed for events posted. It is suggested that if your group does not have a dedicated e-mail address, you cre-
ate one using one of the many free online services available. Just make sure that you or someone else checks 
the account regularly and responds to any queries. 
 
Do you complain that there is not enough to do in Sidney? Check out the events page of mypeninsula.ca – you 
will be amazed at what is going on locally. Events are listed by category or you can go to a monthly calendar 
and see what is going on on any given day of the week.  www.mypeninsula.ca a great resource for residents of 
and visitors to the Saanich Peninsula! 

Saanich Peninsula Event Calendar 

www.mypeninsula.ca 

After years of trying to schedule fishing trips around his busy 
work schedule, Dan Holder finally gets to go fishing whenever he 
wants to.  Dan has been a member of the Sidney Fire Department 
for almost 35 years and the Fire Chief for almost 19 years.  While 
there have been some dramatic changes to the Fire Department 
during his years as Chief, he leaves behind a department that is 
stronger and more capable of serving the community in the years 
to come.  Dan is leaving us to pursue his other interests… fishing, 
making fly reels and being a general nuisance to his lovely wife, 
Lynne. 
 
We wish Dan all the best and want him to know that he will be 
missed and that his devotion to the Fire Department will never be 
forgotten.  Tight lines! 

Happy Retirement Dan! 

9th Annual Plein Air Paint Out ~ Saturday, July 30th 

                         9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. in Beacon Park 
 

  9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.:  Artists paint       
  1:00 p.m. - 2:30 p.m.: Jury process at the Pavilion 
  2:30 p.m.: Awards ceremony and prizes 
  3:00 p.m.: View and purchase paintings, visit with the artists 
     

  Jurors: Jim Gordaneer and Clement Kwan of Victoria. 

  Come out and support our local artists! 
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BC Aviation Museum 

Open House 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The British Columbia Aviation Museum at 1910 
Norseman Road is having its Annual Open House on 
Saturday, August 6, 2011 from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 
p.m.  Admission is by donation.  For further informa-
tion please phone 250-655-3300 or consult their web-
site at www.bcam.net. 

Sidney Museum & Archives 
2423 Beacon Avenue 

 

Beacon Beckons - the History of 

Beacon Avenue from 1891 to 1920 
 
This fascinating exhibit puts Beacon Avenue under 
the microscope of time with a large collection of 
photos from 1891 to 1920, coupled with adverts and 
articles depicting what Beacon Avenue looked like 
soon after Sidney was established.  Current photos 
are included to help identify the location of busi-
nesses and buildings.  This special feature exhibit is 
on display from July 1 to August 31.  Sidney Mu-
seum is open daily from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., 
and admission is by donation. 

www.sidneymuseum.ca 

Cops for Cancer in Sidney 
 
Please mark your calendar, come out and join us for 
our 1st Annual Cops for Cancer Day in Sidney, 
Thursday, October 6, 2011 at Beacon Park to wel-
come home this year’s 2011 Tour de Rock riders.  
There will be a barbeque, head shaves and more. 
 
Tour de Rock riders train for several months, putting 
their personal lives on hold before embarking on their 
1,000 km ride to over 24 communities in 2 weeks, 
fundraising and meeting young children battling can-
cer.  Every kilometre they ride, every community that 
welcomes them, and every dollar raised helps chil-
dren fighting cancer.  The event in Sidney will run 
from noon to 4pm at Beacon Park.  For more infor-
mation contact SidneyTourdeRock@hotmail.com. 

Sidney Summer Sounds 
Every Sunday from July 3 to August 28 

from 2:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

in Beacon Park 

Brought to you by the 

Peninsula Celebrations Society 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 July 31 - The Midnights 
 August 7 - Rukus 
 August 14 - Boogaloo en Orbit 
 August 21 - Johnny Vallis 
 August 28 - Shaky Ground 

Town of Sidney Summer Hours 
 
 July 4 to September 2 

 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.   

Citizens on Patrol 
Volunteers needed! 

 

Please call Bill at 250-656-9293  
or Joanne at 250-655-2927.   


