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Why do we plan?  We want to make 
our community a better place.  While 
this is a simple premise, the actions 
necessary to develop plans for an 
inclusive, vibrant, and sustainable 
community are numerous and 
complex, and they require focus and 
commitment on the part of the Town 
Council, staff and its citizens.  It is 
the Town’s commitment to that 
vision of making our community a 
better place and creating a desirable 
quality of life for our residents, now 
and tomorrow, that guided our plan 
for Sidney’s future. 
 
Over the past five years, the citizens, 
staff and Council of Sidney have 
worked to develop a new Official 
Community Plan 2007 (OCP), the 
Downtown/Downtown Waterfront 
Local Area Plan (LAP), and the 
Vision 2020 Strategic Plan.  These 
policy documents, among others, 
provide the foundation for the 
Town’s future development and 
sustainability.  In order to implement 
the vision articulated in these 
documents, a new Zoning Bylaw was 
needed to facilitate the transformation 
to a more sustainable, diverse and 
inclusive community. 
 
The new Zoning Bylaw 2015 was 
developed to ensure that the Town’s 
future development reflects the vision 
in the OCP, LAP and the Strategic 
Plan.  Additionally, the Zoning 
Bylaw expands opportunities for 
residential development and provides 
clear direction for future growth by 
creating a more predictable and 
effective economic development 
environment in the downtown core 
and surrounding area, which will 

result in multiple benefits for our 
citizens, as well as visitors to this 
area. 
 
Some of the highlights in the new 
Zoning Bylaw include: 
 
• Pioneering user-friendly format 

with tables and explanatory 
graphics and notes; 

• Increased opportunit ies  for 
pedestrian friendly town core; 

• Created opportunities for new  and 
innovative housing forms - fee 
simple row houses, detached 
secondary suites, and secondary 
suites in multi-family dwellings; 

• Reduced lot size for single and two-
family dwellings - expanding 
opportunities for subdivision and 
redevelopment; 

• Density bonus options within the 
downtown core; 

• Integration of smart growth 
policies; and 

• F i n a n c i a l  b e n e f i t s  f r o m 
redevelopment. 

 
The Town of Sidney also has a 
commitment  to  neighbouring 
communities, as defined in various 
OCP policies, including policy 5.3.6 
and policy 6.3.3, which direct 
commercial and higher density 
residential development towards the 
downtown core.  Additional, the 
Town of Sidney’s goals and 
objectives conform to the strategies 
of the Regional Growth Strategy of 
the Capital Regional District, as 
indicated in Section 4 of the OCP, 
specifically 4.1 Keep Urban 

Settlement Compact, “as the Town is 
largely built out, growth will mainly 
be accommodated through higher 

density redevelopment in and in close 
proximity to the downtown,” and 4.2 
Protect the Integrity of Rural 

Communities, “the Town will permit 
density to increase where feasible, 
promote secondary suites and create a 
livable community, thus facilitating a 
rural lifestyle and development 
pattern in adjacent communities.” 
 
A final note: Residents have raised 
concerns with the omission of single-
family use in the new RM5 zone; 
Council will be addressing these 
concerns in the very near future. 
 

Larry Cross 

MAYOR 

New Zoning Bylaw 

Sidney’s new Zoning Bylaw No. 
2015 was adopted by Council on 
Monday June 11th. The adoption 
comes after more than two years of 
comprehensive review of the previous 
Zoning Bylaw and community 
engagement on the draft bylaw. The 
Zoning Bylaw regulates uses and 
building siting on all properties in 
Sidney. The bylaw also now 
incorporates regulations for fences 
and screening, which were previously 
found in the Screening Bylaw. The 
new Zoning Bylaw includes a variety 
of changes from the previous bylaw, 
including an entirely new user-
friendly format, and the addition of 
numerous tables and graphics to 
assist readers in understanding and 
applying the regulations. 
 
The new Zoning Bylaw is available 
on the Town website and copies are 
also available for sale at the Town 
Hall. We welcome you to the Town 
Hall to discuss the new bylaw with 
Development Services staff. 
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CAO Profile: Randy Humble 

Emergency Planning Follow-up 
Further to the article in the April 
edition of Town Talk, it was 
brought to our attention that we 
did not include the location of a 
Reception Centre in West Sidney. 
 
In the event of an emergency, and 
you are instructed to leave your 

home, the West Sidney             
Reception Centre is the Church 
of Jesus Christ of Latter Day 
Saints located at 2210 Eastleigh 
Way.  This would be the closest 
Reception Centre for residents in 
the Greenglade area as well as 
Summergate Village and the     

Industrial Park.  In the event of an 
evacuation in any area of Sidney, 
suitable locations will be        
identified as needed, depending on 
the circumstances. 

In early April the Town was 
pleased to announce that Randy 
Humble had been appointed the 
new Chief Administrative Officer, 
replacing Murray Clarke who    
relocated to Ontario earlier in the 
year.  Many people in the       
community will already be 
familiar with Randy, who served 
as the Town’s Director of 
Development Services since 
October 2005 as well as being the 
Town’s Municipal Planner from 
1998 to 2004. 
 
Randy has a Master’s Degree in 
City Planning from the University 
of Manitoba and a Bachelor of 
Arts in Geography and Urban 
Studies from the University of 
Winnipeg.  Randy brings a wealth 
of knowledge and experience to 

the position, and some of his many 
achievements include completing 
a comprehensive review of the 
Town’s Official Community Plan 
Bylaw in 2006 and providing a 
leadership role in the development 
of the Town’s first Downtown/
Downtown Waterfront Local Area 
Plan in 2008.  Randy has also been 
extensively involved in the current 
reviews of the Town’s Zoning  
Bylaw and Building Bylaw. 
 
An avid runner, early risers might 
get a glimpse of Randy on his 
daily run along Sidney’s      
breathtaking waterfront or on the 
treadmill at Panorama Recreation 
Centre. 
 
With exceptional communication 
and leadership skills, the Town is 

confident that Randy will guide 
the organization to further our 
goal and vision to become the 
most unique and vibrant seaside 
town in Canada. 

Congratulations to our Volunteer Fire Fighters 
Congratulations go out to the following Volunteer Fire Fighters on their recent achievements and promotions! 
 
• Richard Ford completed his National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) 1001 Standard for Professional 

Qualifications for Fire Fighters; 
• Steve Bennett, Kory Coward and Nigel Adams all successfully completed their First Responder Level III 

certification; 
• Aaron Kary was promoted to Lieutenant; 
• Richard Ford was promoted to Lieutenant; 
• Joe Geary was promoted to Captain; and 
• Mike Harman was promoted to Assistant Chief. 
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As of July 1, 2012 the very popular Town of Sidney Calendar will be on sale for $12.00 at Tanner’s Books, the 
Saanich Peninsula Chamber of Commerce Visitor Centres in Sidney and on the Pat Bay Highway, and a   
number of other retail outlets in Sidney.  Produced by the Sidney Sister Cities Association, the Town of Sidney 
Calendar has grown significantly in popularity over the years.  Get your calendar quickly as only 1,250 are  
being printed! 

Join us!  An easy, friendly way to be involved with your own community - and others - world-wide. 
 

Who are we? 
The Sidney Sister Cities Association (SSCA) is an affiliate of the Town of Sidney.  We work to create         
international friendship and understanding, person-to-person, world wide. 
 

Who are our Sister Cities? 
Niimi, Okayama, Japan          Cairns, Queensland, Australia         Anacortes, Washington, USA 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

How do we connect? 
The Town Council and Sister Cities members keep in regular touch to plan visits and to arrange educational 
and cultural exchanges. 
 

How can you join Sidney Sister Cities? 
New members are always welcome.  It’s a fun group to belong to - we enjoy our own social events and it is 
exciting to be part of an international friendship organization.  You might want to take a trip to a Sister City! 
 

Contact the Association by email at townhall@sidney.ca 
Phone:  250-656-1139 

or contact the Town of Sidney at 2440 Sidney Avenue, Sidney, BC  V8L 1Y7 

Sidney Sister Cities Association 

Save Star Cinema 

Sidney’s Star Cinema, an important cultural and social landmark on the Peninsula for 14 years, needs your 
help.  New seats and a digital projector are required for the Star Cinema to continue to provide fun and        
affordable entertainment to our community.  You can help by buying a new seat, becoming a gold star donor, 
telling a friend about Star Cinema or simply buying an extra bag of popcorn next time you visit Star Cinema.  
There are lots of perks to becoming a sponsor, such as reservation rights for a year and discounted tickets to 
special screenings.  For more information contact the Star Cinema at 250-655-3384 or info@starcinema.ca. 

Sidney Calendars on sale now! 
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Over the last 120 years, Sidney has gone through several steps in its growth and development. Laid out as a 
Town site in August 1891, its only claim was that of a few small houses and a dream of becoming a centre of 
commercial shipping and industry. Within the first year, Sidney could boast of having a first-class hotel, a few 
small businesses, the building of a saw mill, a main thoroughfare, and the prospect of a railway line to        
Victoria. 
 
Sidney continued to grow over the next 20 years, wherein business blocks lined Beacon Avenue, offering    
services to the growing population.  The town also sported a small Chinatown, located along the south side of 
Beacon Avenue between Fourth and Fifth Streets.  With the launching of the Sidney and Islands Review in 
December 1912, discussions concerning incorporation began to be spearheaded by the Sidney Board of Trade.  
However, when petitioned, the Premier and Executive Council refused the application.  “Sidney was not yet in 
a position to undertake the financial responsibility it would incur…” stated Premier McBride.  The fact that 
several small incorporated areas were having serious difficulties at the time was also pointed out. 
 
The issue of incorporation was further discussed on several occasions during the next 40 years, when finally, 
upon application during the summer of 1952, an order-in-council was passed, declaring that Sidney was       
officially incorporated as a Village on September 31.  This gave Sidney limited self-governance with the    
ability to collect taxes and fees, allowing the proceeds to be applied to improvements of their choice.  In   
January 1967, the Village was then incorporated as the Town of Sidney. 
 
With the 60th anniversary of Sidney’s incorporation as a Village, the public are invited to gather together on 
Sunday, September 23, 2012 in celebration of this event (see details on page 5). 
 
Photo: Sidney circa 1950              Brad R. Morrison,  Sidney Archives Manager 

Sidney Incorporated as a Village 60 Years Ago 
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Council recently approved and adopted the 2012 Strategic Plan, which includes the Town’s initiatives and 
commitments for the next three years.  Some of the highlights of the Plan include strategies to promote the 
inherent authenticity of Sidney to support economic development and its social fabric, as well as a 
commitment to proactive solutions to traffic, transportation, and parking issues. 
 
Council also recently approved the 2011 Annual Report.  Each year a municipal report is published which 
includes the Town’s financial statements from the previous year, a progress report on our goals and 
measurement tools, departmental highlights, and objectives for the coming year. 
 
Both of these documents are on our website at www.sidney.ca or they can be purchased at Town Hall.  
Everyone is encouraged to take the time to read these documents to better understand how your local 
government works. 

Town of Sidney Strategic Plan and Annual Report 

On Tuesday, May 29, 2012  the Peninsula News Review held their Readers’ Choice Awards Ceremony, where 
the Town of Sidney received 8 Readers’ Choice Awards.  We would like to thank everyone who voted for us 
in the following categories: 
 
1st Place – Peninsula’s Choice for Favourite Place to Share a Kiss – Sidney Waterfront 
1st Place – Peninsula’s Choice for Favourite Playground – Tulista Park 
1st Place – Peninsula’s Choice for Best Place for People Watching – Beacon Avenue 
1st Place – Peninsula’s Choice for Favourite Place to Walk on the Wild Side – Sidney Waterfront 
2nd Place – Peninsula’s Choice for Breaking a Sweat – Walking along the Sidney Waterfront 
2nd Place – Peninsula’s Choice for Favourite Place to Relieve Stress – Walking along the Sidney Waterfront 
2nd Place – Peninsula’s Choice for Best Place for People Watching – Sidney Waterfront 

Peninsula Readers’ Choice Awards 

Planning is underway for the upcoming 60th anniversary of Sidney being 
incorporated as a Village.  Join us in the celebrations -- there will be music, ice 
cream, cake, clowns and more! 

Sunday, September 23, 2012 
1:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m. 

Beacon Park 
For further details and for more information, contact Councillor Podmore at 
kpodmore@sidney.ca or 250-655-4631. 

Town of Sidney… Celebrating 60 Years as a Village 

Please mark your calendar, come out and join us for our 2nd Annual Cops for Cancer Day in Sidney,      
Thursday, October 4, 2012 at Beacon Park to welcome home this year’s 2012 Tour de Rock riders.  This year 
we are fortunate to have 2 riders representing the Peninsula.  There will be a barbeque, donuts, head shaves 
and more.  The event in Sidney will run from 11:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. at Beacon Park.  For more information 
contact Julie Harman at SidneyTourdeRock@hotmail.com. 

Cops for Cancer in Sidney 
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Raven Baroque 
St. Elizabeth’s Catholic Church 

10030 Third Street 
Sunday, August 12, 2012 at7:30 p.m. 

Tickets are $15 at the door  
or at Tanner’s Books 

BC Aviation Museum 
Annual Open House 

 
Saturday, August 4, 2012 
10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
1910 Norseman Road 

off Canora Road in West Sidney 
 

Admission is by donation. 
 

There will be draws for free flights! 
Featured will be amphibian aircraft, 

the roll-out of the newly restored Harvard, 
lots of displays, BBQ food and family fun. 

For information call 250-655-3300 
or www.bcam.net 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BC Aviation Museum 
Big Hangar Dance 

 
Saturday, August 11, 2012 

8:00 p.m. 
1910 Norseman Road 

 
Music from the 40’s and 50’s! 

For tickets and further information 
call 250-655-3300 
or www.bcam.net. 

Saanich Marine Rescue Society 
Supporting society for: 

Royal Canadian Marine - Search & Rescue 
STATION 36 - SIDNEY 

(Formerly - Canadian Coast Guard Auxiliary) 
Saving Lives on the Water Since 1979 

See our website at www.marinerescue.org 
Volunteer enquiries welcome - 

contact recruiting@marinerescue.org 
Or see us at our booth at the Sidney Summer Market 

Citizens on Patrol - Volunteers needed! 
 

Please call Bill at 250-656-9293  
or Joanne at 250-655-2927.   

Events at the Community Arts Centre 
in Tulista Park 

 
Artisans Summer Gift Gallery 

Open daily from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. until August 25. 
Features traditional and contemporary arts and crafts. 

New artists and craftspeople are welcome to participate. 
 

Children’s Summer Craft Classes 
July 2, 3, 4, 5 and 16, 17, 18 and 19 

August 13, 14, 15, 16 and 27, 28, 29 and 30 
For information on both of these activities 

call the Centre at 250-656-7400. 
 

Watch for individual artist shows in September  
following Artisans. 

 
First Nations and Metis Show 

September 24 to October 21 
 

Other Arts Events of Interest 
Sidney Fine Art Show - October 12, 13 and 14 

Fall Studio Tour - October 20 and 21 


