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Beacon Avenue Upgrades 

Sidney Honours Sgt. Patrick Tower 
This year, Sgt. Patrick Tower, who was the first Canadian recipient of the 
Star of Military Valour, helped us celebrate Sidney / Canada Days in real 
Canadian style. Sgt. Tower participated as the Honourary Parade           
Marshall in the July 1 Parade and also dedicated a Red Maple tree and 
commemorative plaque in Beacon Park to all of Canada’s Armed Forces. 
 

Sgt. Tower, a Victoria native, was presented with his award from          
Governor General Michaelle Jean during a special ceremony in Ottawa 
on February 19, 2007.  The Star of Military Valour was created in 1993 
to be awarded to members of the Canadian Forces who have displayed 
gallantry and devotion to duty in combat.  Sgt. Tower was recognized for 
valiant actions taken in Afghanistan, which contributed directly to the 
survival of many of his platoon members. 
 

Please visit Beacon Park and view the tree and plaque which is                
dedicated to the ultimate sacrifice given for their countrymen by all of                    
Canada’s Armed Forces. 

We encourage you to check out the significant           
improvements that have been made over the last   
several months at the foot of Beacon Avenue.  The 
new Sidney Pier Hotel is now officially open          
offering a restaurant, deli, fitness centre and full           
service spa.  Coinciding with the construction of the 
new hotel, an enlarged and redesigned Beacon Park 
and the first traffic circle for the Town have been  
created.  
 

The enlarged and redesigned Beacon Park is now 
complete and open to the public and the first Sunday 
Concert Series of the season will be held there on 
July 8.  Through a partnership with the developer of 
the adjacent Sidney Pier Hotel, the Town now has a 
new park that is approximately three times larger.  
The design of Beacon Park had significant public 
consultation and has resulted in a waterfront park 
with increased open greenspace, easy accessibility 
and a vibrant focal point for our community.             

A  temporary structure has been erected to provide         
staging for summer concerts/entertainment at the 
park.  Future planning is underway for the                  
construction of a  permanent pavilion.  
 

The Town’s first traffic roundabout, located at the 
juncture of Beacon Avenue and First Street, was 
completed and landscaped in early June.  The          
roundabout and other associated upgrades, which  
include parking improvements, better pedestrian        
facilities and stamped concrete will benefit traffic 
flow and provide a more walker friendly streetscape. 
This improvement also gives an additional measure 
of colour and aesthetic appeal to the area.   
 

The Town would like to add a special note of thanks 
to the many residents and businesses adjacent to the 
construction area for their ongoing patience and     
understanding throughout the project.   I am sure you 
will all agree that the new amenities are well worth it.  



TOWN TALK ___________________________________________________________________________  Page 2, July 2007 

 
 

Comparison of Residential Tax Rates 2007 
(information provided by individual municipalities) 

 
 

     Average Tax Rates     Tax Rates      Estimated  
            Assessment Municipal        Total         Average (After     
                                                                Basic HOG)   
    Central Saanich 435,185   2.56695         6.09463       $   2,082 
    Colwood  412,545   2.4685           5.2715       $   1,605 
    Esquimalt     n/a      4.6643              n/a             n/a 
    Highlands  555,000   2.5375           5.4202       $   2,488  
    Langford  355,010   2.3184           5.432       $   1,358 
    Metchosin  491,500   1.4646           5.0096       $   1,892 
    North Saanich 717,893   1.44244         4.01148       $   2,310  
    Oak Bay  734,791   2.8024           5.6295       $   3,743 
    Saanich  517,539   3.2432           5.8932       $   2,712 
    Sidney  450,356   2.4889           5.291       $   2,039 
    Sooke  311,400   2.45979         5.90859       $   1,270 
    Victoria  462,814   3.515            6.2885       $   2,340   
    View Royal              444,033   2.14086         4.86479       $   1,590                                        
 
    AVERAGE            490,672   2.62406       5.42625      $   2,119 

Town Hall  
Summer Hours  

 

8:00 am  -  4:00 pm  
July 3  to August 31 

(inclusive)  
 

Regular office hours of 8:30 am  
to 4:30 pm (with doors closed      
at 4:00 pm) commencing on       
September 4. 

 
 

Monday, July 9 
 and  

Monday, August 13 
 

at  7:30 pm, in Town Hall         
Council Chamber, unless posted 
otherwise.  

Summer  
Council Meetings    

Compostable Garden Waste   
 

If you receive this monthly service, please remember to 
limit the quantity to 3 standard size garbage cans    
without lids, or clear plastic bags, per month.  For each           
additional can or bag, a pre-purchased numbered       
adhesive green decal is to be attached.  The single-use 
decals may be purchased at the Town Hall and the 
Thrifty Food Store in  Sidney.  The cost is $1.75 (plus 
GST) each.  Untagged garden waste material, or       
material left in non-conforming receptacles may not be 
picked up.  If you have any questions, please contact 
Alpine Disposal at 474-5145. 

West Nile Virus Prevention  
 

With the close proximity of West Nile Virus in            
Washington State, residents are asked to help prevent 
the breeding of  mosquitoes which are known to           
transmit the virus. The two species of mosquitoes that 
are capable of carrying the virus require stagnant water 
to lay their eggs.  Property owners are requested to            
inspect their yards to identify and eliminate sources of 
stagnant water. Items to consider are buckets,              
wheelbarrows, flower pots, rain barrels, bird baths,   
roof gutters, etc. To find out more information,                      
call  370-8120 or visit www.viha.ca/mho.  

Public Parking … 
Three public lots providing maximum   
3-hour parking.  Permits  available for 
purchase at Town Hall, call 656-1184.  

Garbage Collection … 
Collection provided by Alpine Disposal, 
weekly pick up, call 474-5145. 

Recycling … 
Collection provided by CRD, bi-weekly 
pick up, call 360-3030. 

Welcome to Sidney . . .  

Dogs ... 
Licenses available at Town Hall. Animal 
control provided by CRD, call 478-0624. 

Public Works & Parks … 
Inquires on water, sewer, drainage, 
roads, sidewalks, trees, call 656-4502. 

Questions … 
Please feel free to contact the Town Hall 
at 656-1184 or visit our website at 
www.sidney.ca. 
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Ron Martman has retired after          
32 years of service in the Parks   
Department. Ron helped make  
Sidney, particularly the Town Hall 
grounds, look beautiful for many 
years.  Best wishes for a healthy 
and happy retirement! 

Ron Martman  Al Pelton  

Al Pelton will be retiring after 
more than 21 years  of  service  in  
the  Public Works Department. Al 
helped make the Town look “spic 
and span” and was known  for  his   
unique sense of humour.  See you 
on the golf course! 

Town Staff Retirements 

Joan Brooks has retired after           
10 years of service as the Director 
of Corporate Services.  Joan has               
been a dedicated and valuable 
member on the management 
team. Best wishes for a relaxing 
and enjoyable retirement! 

Joan Brooks  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 

I am pleased to take this opportunity to introduce  
myself as the Town’s new Chief Administrative    
Officer.  Since taking up my duties on March 5, I 
have been busy learning the legislative and policy 
framework in BC and Sidney, getting to know the 
Mayor and Council, the management team and staff 
while working on a range of interesting and          
challenging projects and initiatives. 
 

After graduating from the Public Administration        
Program at Seneca College in Toronto in 1980, I was 
hired as Assistant Clerk Treasurer at the Township    
of Georgian Bay in Ontario’s Muskoka District.  In 
1984, I moved to the Township of Erin in southern  
 

 

Ontario as Chief Administrative Officer where I 
stayed until 1996.  That year I was recruited as Chief 
Administrative Officer at the Town of Bracebridge, 
back in the District of Muskoka where I had begun 
my career in 1980.  The recruitment notice for this 
Sidney position caught my eye just as my wife, Joan, 
and I were in the midst of a running dialogue on our 
longer term lifestyle goals, including location options 
post retirement. I have three daughters who             
have completed higher education and are pursuing         
rewarding careers.  
 

Overall, my impression of the community, and of the 
municipal corporation and operations, is extremely 
positive.  The setting on the eastern shore of the     
Peninsula is spectacular and the downtown is vital 
and attractive with a wide range of shopping and       
service business choices.  The parklands and open 
spaces are very appealing with extensive and tasteful 
landscaping and gardens.  The staff is motivated and 
productivity is excellent.  The Town is blessed with a 
capable and committed management team.  The    
managers are versatile, adaptable and they care about 
Sidney and its continued success.   
 

If you have any comments or queries, please give us a 
call or drop in to our offices on Sidney Avenue  

Message from the Chief Administrative Officer 

Murray Clarke 
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Upcoming Events ... 
 
 

Sidney Summer Market          June to Aug  
5:30 - 8:30 pm, Beacon Avenue  
Every Thursday night, over 150 vendors, artisans 
and entertainers present their talents in downtown 
Sidney.  Enjoy yummy food, a fabulous selection of 
arts/crafts and great music. Call 655-6417.  
 
 

Sunday Auto Market                  Jul to Aug 
8:30 am - 5:30 pm, Mary Winspear Centre  
Every Sunday, visit the Centre’s parking lot to buy 
or sell your automobile.  Purchase a permit for    
selling at the tent.  Call 656-0275.  
 
 

Summer Sounds                          Jul to Aug 
2:00 pm, Beacon Park (at the foot of Beacon Avenue) 
Every Sunday afternoon, enjoy listening to live   
music at the new waterfront park:  
 July 8 - Paul Wainwright 
 July 15 - Johnny Vallis 
 July 22 - John Gogo 
 July 29 - Kumbia 
 Aug 5 - Fourth Street Django 
 Aug 12 - Paul O’Brien 
 Aug 19 - Shaky Ground  
 Aug 26 - Paul Hann 
 
 

BC Aviation Museum                         Aug 4 
9:00am - 5:00pm,  1910 Norseman Road 
17th Annual Open House - fly-ins, aircraft and     
hangar displays, antique and classic car line-ups, 
kids’ stuff, food and prize draws.  Call 655-3300. 
 
 

Hangar Dance                                   Aug 11 
8:00 pm,  1910 Norseman Road  
The BC Aviation Museum’s annual Hangar             
Dance - swing to the Big Band Sound.  For tickets 
call 655-3300. 
 
 

Sidney Fine Arts Show                Sep 9 - 12 
8:30 am - 5:30 pm, Mary Winspear Centre  
This is a world-class juried art show featuring work 
from talented artists around BC.  A show attracting 
collectors, artists and art lovers from across the    
Pacific Northwest.  Art for display and sale.             
Call 655-6417.  

Safe Boating Tips  
 

It’s that time of year when the waterways around our 
beautiful island are becoming busier.  Boating safety 
practices is the responsibility of every boater.   
 

· Everyone onboard should wear a properly fitted         
Personal Floatation Device.  

· Always check the weather forecast before heading out. 
· Do not jump in if someone falls overboard, quickly        

return your boat to recover the person from the water. 
· If a storm or heavy fog approaches, reduce speed and 

head to shore or a sheltered safe anchorage. 
· Stay clear of ferries and other large commercial  vessels. 
· Don’t overload your vessel with too many passengers. 
· If your boat capsizes, stay with the boat and hang on. 
 

For more information, visit the Saanich Peninsula 
Power and Sail Squadron  website - www.sppss.org.  

Scooter Safety Tips 
 

Before you venture out in your scooter, learn how to 
operate it properly.   
 

· Know your braking system. 
· Secure seat before transfer. 
· Use sidewalks whenever possible. 
· Cross streets in crosswalks only. 
· Make no sharp turns and never turn sideways on 

slopping ground. 
· Have regular maintenance check-ups on your         

machine. 

 
“Up In  

 
 

 

  Performances:  
 

 

42nd Street  - July 12-15 
 

A Romantic Summer Evening - July 20, 21 
 

Lollipops and Truffles - Aug 3, 4 
 

Gold! The Musical  - Aug 10-12 
 

You’re a Good Man Charlie Brown  - Aug 16-26 
 

The Ford 7 “Swing-in Summer ����
Nights” - Aug 31-Sep 1 

 
 

For more information, call 656-0275 


