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Why Isn’t my Road Repaved Now?  
There has been much in the news in the 
past few years about the infrastructure 
deficit (roads, sidewalks, underground 
services and buildings) that local     
governments across the country are 
facing.  The FCM issued in 2008 a 
study paper entitled, “The Danger 
Ahead:  The Coming Collapse of     
Canada’s Municipal Infrastructure”.  
This paper identified the deficit as $123 
billion and has sparked public debate 
which has resulted in local                  
governments, who must rely on            
property taxes, pushing to have senior 
governments direct additional Federal 
and Provincial revenue to help solve the 
deficit.   
 

I would like to address the                 
infrastructure deficit issue as it applies 
to Sidney. First, I want to say that the 
Town is in very good shape compared 
to many municipalities in the Province 
and the country.  We need to thank our 
previous Mayor, Don Amos, Councils 
and the Town’s senior administration of 
the time for their foresight and           
prudence in  ensuring that Sidney had a 
long term vision and prudence in          
looking to the future needs for our        
infrastructure.  Their gift to us was          
the Town’s 20 Year Infrastructure                
Replacement Plan.  This plan, based on 
a review of the Town’s assets and their 
respective age, establishes a schedule 
for the renewal of basic services and      
equipment. This plan has been           
modified each year as Council             
proceeds with its budgeting process for 
the following year.   
 

Having said this, I know some               
residents will feel that the Town is not 
doing enough to ensure our roads and 
other services are being maintained/
renewed in their areas fast enough.  
They see needs going unaddressed or 

scheduled far into the future.  There are 
several reasons for this.  First, we have 
been chasing the astounding cost         
increases in construction costs in the 
past few years (now ameliorating  
somewhat) in addition to the nations 
normal inflation factor.  This has      
limited the Town’s ability to maintain 
the pace of renewal in our current       
20 Year Plan.  Secondly, the funds   
assigned to capital renewal were based 
upon estimates and projections of         
life-cycles for our assets.  Were these 
accurate?  Thirdly, the Town’s ability 
to budget for infrastructure renewal was 
limited by the downloading of costs 
that all municipalities have felt.           
Moreover, a gap in our 20 Year            
Planning is the possible replacement/
major upgrading of municipal             
buildings.  Currently the Town has no 
reserve funds to rebuild or replace 
these. 

So what do we do?  Your Council is 
committed to working with the       
community to ensure that our           
infrastructure is well maintained into 
the future.  To achieve this, Council 
will do the following: 
 

• Review the 20 Year Plan and 

planned capital expenditures in 

terms of project priority.   

• Review our processes and             

procedures with regards to            

infrastructure expenditures that will 

result in efficient and cost effective 

projects.   

• Review current operating capital 

expenditures and reserves against 

replacement needs and develop a 

long term funding plan. 

• Explore every opportunity to 

achieve grants and assistance from 

senior governments to assist in the 

maintenance and upgrading of all of 

our facilities and services. 
 

There remains the question of the 
Town’s buildings.  The Fire Hall, Town 
Hall and the Library building are        
highest on the concern list.  The Fire 
Hall needs seismic upgrading in the 
very near future - but Council feels that 
the current location is inappropriate     
for emergency services. Council is         
reviewing options on both costs and 
locations for the Fire Hall.  The Town 
Hall is not in immediate need of      
replacement but it is a very old       
building, also in need of seismic      
upgrading.  The Library building     
requires cosmetic refurbishment in the 
near future; fortunately, the VIRL has 
some funds available for this purpose.  
Longer term, however, the Town may 
want to look to an expansion for that 
building.  This possibility needs to be 
built into our long term vision.   
 

We are not in danger of a “coming       
collapse” of infrastructure, but we do 
have unresolved issues of asset renewal 
and replacement which must be       
addressed.  This Council, like its  
predecessors, will move forward      
prudently and realistically in protecting 
the assets that residents have paid for.  



Councillors’ Reports 
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Marilyn Loveless 
 

Council’s decision to join the 
CRD Arts Committee is one of 
the best  decisions I have           
participated in during my quarter 
century of elected community 
service.  The value we see in the 
return on our investment is vast 

both by a monetary measure and a community building 
measure.  Through this participation, we have been        
successful with grants to the Mary Winspear/Charlie White 
Theatre, Peninsula Players, Sidney Concert Society and the 
Community Arts Council.  The arts truly enhance the spirit 
and economy of our Town. 
 

Sidney Sister Cities Association boasts a committed and 
vibrant membership working with our three sister cities.  
Golf tournaments, art and educational exchanges and      
personal visits mark a few of our activities.   
 

The Peninsula Agricultural Commission deals with a wide 
array of issues.  Two of current interest to our Sidney    
residents is the Goose Management Strategy and Kitchen 
Waste (organics) Collection.   
 

The Healthy Community Commission is continuing the 
work of the Committee for Persons with Disabilities with 
Access Awareness Day, promotion of our Wellness Park 
and a new initiative Crystal Meth prevention education.  
Under consideration is a pilot project for intergenerational       
development. 
 

Please feel free to stop me in the street or give me a call to 
discuss these or any other ideas you have. 

Cliff McNeil-Smith  
 

As Council representative on 
seven committees, commissions 
and boards, I am pleased to report 
a few brief highlights.    
 

From the Peninsula Recreation 
Commission, it is incredible to see 
the tremendous growth at the Panorama Recreation         
Centre, both in the use of the wonderfully expanded pool 
facilities and in the expanded fitness facilities.  The 
Greenglade facility has also seen excellent growth in       
programs indoors and outdoors, and a new five year lease 
has been undertaken.    
 

Our Mary Winspear Community Centre has also seen            
significant growth. While the facilities have not expanded, 
use by community groups is outstanding, the Charlie 
White Theatre has held a record high number of               
performances and the large Bodine Hall and rooms have 
seen increased rentals.    
 

Since opening in the summer of 2009, the Shaw Ocean 
Discover Centre has had over 170,000 visitors!  This   
non-profit organization has had phenomenal success in 
raising our ocean awareness through its world class       
exhibits, school programs and lecture series.  
 

All three organizations have outstanding leaders,           
dedicated employee teams, and enthusiastic volunteers.  
They receive excellent strategic direction from their         
respective boards and are delivering outstanding benefits 
to our community for the taxpayer support they receive!       

 

2011 Municipal Appointments 
 

Residents wishing to be involved in the community by serving on:  
 

     Advisory Planning Commission  

     Healthy Community Commission       

     Community Development Commission    

     Parks & Infrastructure Committee 

     Protective Services Committee  

     Peninsula Recreation Commission                                

     Peninsula Water Commission & Wastewater Com.        
 

must complete an application form and submit it to the Town by         

4:00 pm, Monday, November 1.  Application forms and further         
information can be obtained at Town Hall or on the Town’s website.   
 
 

Administration Department    Tel:  250-656-1139  

Sidney Ferry Terminal  
 

The Town and BC Ferries, by mutual      
consent, have agreed to transfer the lease of 
the Ferry Terminal back to the Town.     
During the past three years of BC Ferries’ 
management of the terminal, significant   
upgrades and improvements have been    
accomplished.   
 

The Town’s new direction may assist in 
pursuing a more secure and longer-term  
future for the valued Washington State        
Ferries service.  Town staff are researching 
options respecting management and         
operation of the terminal.  
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Finance and Corporate Services 
As a service department, Corporate 
Services’ main focus is on assisting 
the public and helping other          
departments accomplish their goals. 
The public’s main interaction is 
through telephone reception and at 
the front counter.  We strive to      
provide excellent, timely and friendly 
customer service. Corporate Services 
includes the following functional  
a reas :  F inance ;  Informat ion          
Technology; Risk Management 
(Insurance); Driver Services; and  
Records Management. 
 
Some of our accomplishments over 
the past year include:  
 

• Developed new series of payroll 
reports for managers. 

• Comprehensive review of fees and 
charges bylaw resulting in greater 
cost recovery from third party users 
of municipal services. 

• Developed and implemented a 
comprehensive Technology Use 
Policy to strengthen the Town’s 
resistance to technological threats. 

 

• Updated many of the Town’s      
financial policies and procedures. 

• Conducted a successful loan       
authorization bylaw process       
resulting in ability to leverage   
funding from other levels of        
government for the Lochside  
Walkway and Iroquois Park       
projects. 

• Implemented new records              
management software and         
commenced a multi-year project to 
transition the Town’s records        
management processes to current 
technology and best practices. 

• Completed phase one of a         
multi-phase asset management   
project in conjunction with the   
Engineering Department. 

• Upgraded three separate out of date 
phone systems to one integrated 
VOIP telephone system. 

• Revised the grant in aid program to 
ensure that selected local grant   
recipients are contributing to the 
strategic goals of the Town. 

• Expanded services available at the 
Driver Services Branch. 

 

Over the coming year we will be    
focusing on the following goals:  
 

• Continue implementation of asset 
management software and          
development of new business         
processes to allow life cycle        
costing of all Town capital assets. 

• Implement upgrades to the Town’s 
budget software to better integrate 
capital and operating budgets. 

• Pursue continued expansion of    
services available at the Driver   
Services Branch. 

• Improve technological tools    
available at the Town’s            
Emergency Operations Centre. 

• Improve functionality of all       
municipal departments through   
expansion of the use of Geographic 
Information Systems. 

• Update the Town’s purchasing   
policy to incorporate new best   
practices for green and sustainable 
purchasing. 

 
 
 
 

Finance Department  

Tel:  250-656-1184  

 

On Saturday, September 18, the 443 Maritime Helicopter Squadron exercised their “Freedom of the Town” in an 
official ceremony to recognize their long and distinguished service to our community and Canada. The days            
activities began with a parade down Beacon Avenue lead by Lt. Col. Peter Allan with 60 members and the             
Squadron’s Pipes and Drums Band with their “colours flying, bayonets fixed and drums beating”. The celebration 
also included the signing of a proclamation and the unveiling of a commemorative plaque. 

Freedom of the Town   
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Local Park Feature:    Rathdown Park 

   
 

 
 

                 

Rathdown Park was created by parkland dedication through a local land subdivision.   This level 400 metre long,            
1.95 hectare linear park is unique in form, as it winds through the back of a north Sidney residential neighborhood.  
Rathdown Park can be accessed through several footpaths (from Menagh Place, Booth Place, Rathdown Road, Cleveland 
Road, Forsythia Place and Ardwell Avenue).  The park offers a large open green space with picnic tables, a park bench,       
children’s playground area and a baseball backstop.  The playground is located at the corner of Bowerbank Road and 
Calvin Avenue. Rathdown Park is a pleasant spot for all the family to enjoy.   

Residents are reminded that accumulated fallen leaves can block roadway catch basin inlets and 
cause flooding issues.  These same issues can occur on private property by blocking any drain 
inlets and roof gutter outlets.  If you see any blocked catch basins on Town roads, please bring this 
to the attention of Public Works.  
 

In the event of a snowfall this winter, businesses, individual property owners, strata councils and 
tenants under contract to the owner are required to clear snow and ice from the sidewalk in front of 
their property.  The Town will keep major arterial and collector streets open and clear snow from as 
many residential streets as possible.  In addition, snow and ice are cleared from the sidewalks at 
intersections and bus stops.                       

Public Works Department   Tel:  250-656-4502  

Fall and Winter Preparedness  
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Sidney Museum & Archives 
 
The gathering of historical documents, letters,              
photographs, paintings, etc. concerning the native people 
and pioneering families of Sidney and Saanich Peninsula 
has been the passion of a number of historically minded 
people and societies of this area for many decades.      
 

At the Sidney Museum, one can take a tour of the history 
of the town and area, with historic displays pertaining to 
First Nations, pioneering families, education, agriculture, 
businesses and industry to mention a few.  Hence, an  
introduction to the significance of our community can be 
firmly grafted in the minds of young and old. 
 

The Sidney Archives provides the textual and               
photographic materials from which the displays gain their 
interpretation and context.  The Archives are open to the 
public for purposes of general enquiries and detailed     
research of Sidney and Saanich Peninsula.  Files, books, 
local newspapers, maps, charts, birth, death and marriage 
records and many other items are available to review.  In 
addition, land records (pre 1906) pertaining to the area 
are in the process of becoming available.  
 

The Sidney Museum and Archives are looking for            
volunteers.  No previous experience needed.  If you are 
interested, please contact Peter Garnham at the Museum. 
 

Sidney Museum    Tel:  250-655-6355  

In 2008-2009, the Town’s Police         
Advisory Committee (now the            
Protective Services Committee)     
developed a Citizens on Patrol (COP) 
program for the Sidney/North  
Saanich RCMP Detachment area.  
Sidney   residents are fortunate to live 
in a very safe community that has a 
low crime rate.  However, the COP          
program gets the community involved 
in supporting the police and working 
in partnership with them to improve 
safety and prevent crime.  
 
Under the direction of the police, 
COP volunteers patrol in vehicles in 
pairs and report any suspicious or 
criminal activity to which the police 
and prioritize and response.  The        
volunteers have no enforcement         

authority and do not leave their        
vehicles unless authorized to do so by 
the police.  
 
Volunteers are interviewed, given 
police background checks and trained 
before they go on patrol.  They use 
their own vehicles, however, they are 
reimbursed for the cost of gas.       
Volunteers are asked to commit to 
one four hour shift per month.  If they 
do not drive, they are paired with a 
driver or assisted in administering the 
program.  
 
In December 2009, the COP program 
was incorporated as the “Sidney/
North Saanich Citizens on Patrol        
Society” to better administer the        
program. 

Objective 
 

• Reduction in crime against           
property and persons. 

• Reduction in graffiti. 
• Enhance traffic and pedestrian 

safety. 
 
Getting Started  
 

Volunteers (19 to 80) will be            
interviewed and will be required to 
undergo a criminal record clearance 
check (at no cost to the volunteer).  
Training will be provided.  
 
We need you.  If you are interested, 
please contact: 
 

        Bill       -  250-656-9293  
or  

        Carol    -  250-655-4690  

Citizens on Patrol 

How did Sidney get its Name? 
 
Tradition has it that the Town of Sidney was named after 
Sidney Island. There has been little doubt that Sidney Island 
(previously know as Sallas Island) and Sidney Channel were 
re-named after Lieutenant Frederick William Sidney (later 
Captain) who was a member of the Hydrographic Service of 
the Royal Navy.  What has been uncertain is who gave these 
names and when. 
 
For many years it has been believed that Captain George 
Henry Richards, of the HMS Plumper, a friend and          
colleague of Lt. Sidney named them after charting the area 
in 1859.  Captain John T. Walbran in his classic history  
British Columbia Place Names, 1592 – 1906 (published in 
1909) stated that the name Sidney Island first appeared on 
Richards’ chart, Haro and Rosario Straits, published on  
July 28, 1859, supporting and promoting this belief.            
However,  Captain Henry Kellet in command of the HMS 

Herald with its tender the HMS Pandora under the          
command of Lt. Com. James Wood had conducted surveys 
in the area during 1846 to 1848.  The recent locating of the 
Admiralty chart of 1847 (printed 1850), which drew on their 
survey shows the name “Sidney Island” many years              
previous to Captain Richards arrival in the area.  Thus it is 
very probable that the name change occurred during the  
earlier survey of Kellet and Wood. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sidney Archives   Tel:  250-656-1322   



TOWN TALK __________________________________________________________________________  Page 6, October 2010 

Community Events ... 
 
 

Mayor’s Open Door                           Oct 29 
10:00 am - 4:00 pm , Mayor Office (Town Hall)  
Residents wishing to have an opportunity to discuss          
community issues privately with the Mayor can do so on 
this first come first serve basis.  
 
 
 

Library Book Sale                               Nov 6 
10:00 am - 2:00 pm, Library (Resthaven Dr) 
A book sale sponsored by the Friends of the Sidney/North 
Saanich Library.     
 
 
 
 

Remembrance Day Parade               Nov 11 
10:45 am, Town Hall  
Parade begins at 10:15 am at the Mary Winspear Centre 
and marches to the War Memorial at Town Hall for         
service and wreath laying.  
 
 
 
 

Peninsula Celebrations Society  

presents “Sidney Sparkles”...   Nov 20 
 

Breakfast with Santa (on Nov 27)                  
9:00 - 11:00 am, The SHOAL Centre 
 

“Sidney Sparkles” Santa Parade                  

5:00 pm, Beacon Avenue   
 

Sailpast of Lighted Boats 
6:00 pm sailpast, along the waterfront  
 
 
 
 

Christmas Bake Sale                         Nov 27 
9:00 am - 1:00 pm, Sidney Lawn Bowling Club 
Gigantic bake sale in the clubhouse (across from   Tulista 
Park).  Follow the signs and satisfy your urge for         
Christmas baking.  
 
 
 
 

Fire Department Food Drive            Dec 18 
after 5:00 pm   
Volunteers will be driving through neighborhoods in Fire 
trucks collecting food door to door for the Sidney Lion’s 
Food Bank.  Food and money donations can also be 
dropped off at the Fire Hall anytime after Dec.1.   
 
 

 

 

First Night Celebration                     Dec 31 
Panorama Recreation Centre  
Ring in the New Year with friends and family at           
Panorama for fun, food, music and dancing. 
 

 
 
 

Polar Bear Swim                                  Jan 1 
Lochside Drive waterfront  
Join fellow hardy islanders and enjoy an invigorating 
start to the new year.   

 

COMMUNITY ARTS CENTRE EVENTS 

TULISTA PARK 
 
 

FALL STUDIO TOUR  
October 23 and 24 

Start your tour at the Centre where there will be  

demonstrations by textile artists.   

A great way to see artists working in their studio and also to 

buy unique art work done locally.  

(Maps available at the Centre and Sidney book stores) 
 
 
 
 

 ARTISANS CHRISTMAS GIFT GALLERY 
October 23 to December 23 

Wednesday to Sunday, 10:00 am to 4:00 pm 

Local artists come together to present work that reflects the 

place where they live - pottery, textiles, woodwork, jewelry, 

painting and sculpture. 

(Included will be special shows by individual artists) 
 
 
 
 

TULISTA GALLERY 
January to June  

There will be changing shows through out this time.   

Be sure to visit during February when the art students of  

Parkland  Secondary School will have a “hands on”  

experience of exhibiting and mounting their own art work. 

 
 
 
 

250-656-7400               cacsp.com  

Sidney Classical Orchestra  
 

Concert No. 1 - Chopin, The Melodic Genius 
Friday, November 5, 7:30 pm 

 

Concert No. 2 - The Magic of Strings & Flutes 
Friday, January 28, 2011, 7:30 pm 

 

Concert No. 3 - The Wonders of Youth  
Friday, April 8, 2011, 7:30 pm 

 

 
 
 

               St. Elizabeth Catholic Church  

                         (10030 Third Street) 
                  Tickets:  $20 Adult / $10 Student    
                     Available at:  Tanners Books 

              Info:  250-480-1133  

 

Council Meetings - December 
 

Special Council Organizational  -  Dec 6  at 7:00 pm 
 

Special Council - Dec 13 at 7:00 pm 
 
 
 
 

The Town Hall, Public Works and Driver Services will be 
closed:   

Friday, December 24 at 2:00 pm  
 

to 
 

Monday, January 3    

(re-opening on Tuesday, January 4) 


