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Mayor’s Address 
What a busy, productive summer this year in the Town 
of Sidney!   
 

Among the highlights, we enjoyed the re-opening of our 
beautiful Iroquois Park where the children’s Rotary 
spray park has been a big summertime favorite. I 
watched  from sunup to sundown children playing under 
the fountains.  Thanks to Rotary by the Sea for this gift 
to the children of the Town.   
 

We also celebrated our Town’s 60th Anniversary of 
incorporation this year.  Although I was unable to attend 
because of health reasons, I know that people were 
pleased to acknowledge this milestone in our Town’s 
history.  During the ceremony, two important awards 
were made to citizens for their hard work on behalf of 
the Town.  Karren Crowley received a Diamond Jubilee 
medal for volunteer work on behalf of the physically 
handicapped. John Bell received the Mayor’s 
Community Builders award and plaque. He served the 
community in many ways: as member and chair of the 
Advisory Planning Commission, as chair and member 
of the Memorial Park Society and as contributor  to 
volunteer groups in providing at no cost design/
architectural drawings in support of their efforts.  
 

Our Sidney parks and gardens certainly have brought 
many comments from residents and visitors alike 
complimenting the Town and its Parks and Works Staff 
on the design and choice of plants. My wife and I try to 
walk along our seafront walkway each day and enjoy so 
much; both the seaside garden and the sea itself.   The 
Town’s gardens, walkways, parks and public artwork 
all make Sidney a place where people want to be. 
 

This summer we said farewell to our Director of 
Corporate Services, Valla Tinney, and welcomed 
Manager of Finance, Andrew Hicik, into the role. We 
also put out a Request for Proposals for the coordination        
of the Sidney Summer Market.  Because Council 
recognizes the value of this event to our community, it 
wants to secure the market’s long-term sustainability.  

The selection process will be completed by the end of 
October. 
 

Most recently several members of Council and our 
Chief Administrative Officer, Randy Humble, attended 
the Annual Union of British Columbia Municipalities 
(UBCM) convention in Victoria.  The convention 
provides an excellent opportunity to network with other 
local governments from across the province. Equally 
important, it enables local governments to bring forward 
common local issues to the Province.  This year’s 
conference theme “In Conversation” focused on 
communication between all levels of government            
and the public.  This was an appropriate theme for           
Sidney.  The Town is currently in the process of 
developing a communications plan and a set of 
procedures to further improve our communication with 
the community.  Council needs to hear from you and 
speak to you (our residents) about this new plan. You 
will be receiving more information from the Town in 
the near future about this important initiative. 

 

2013 Grant in Aid  

Applications 
 

The Town is now accepting applications for 2013 

Grants in Aid.  Organizations wishing to apply for a 

grant from the Town can obtain an application form 

at the Town Hall or on our website.  The deadline for 

submissions is January 31st, but we would 

appreciate receiving them even earlier.  Please submit 

your request to the Town, attention: Director of 

Corporate Services.  For more information, please 

contact the Finance Department at 250-656-1184. 
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Gone But Not Forgotten - Roberts Bay Wharf 

The CRD Arts Development service provides funding support to arts organizations on behalf of 8 
municipalities in the capital region: Victoria, Saanich, Oak Bay, Esquimalt, View Royal, Metchosin, 
Highlands and Sidney.  Through operating and project grants, the program provides financial assistance to 
established arts organizations for new, recurring or developmental initiatives.  With a small annual investment 
from the Town, the following organizations received financial support and were able to showcase productions 
in 2011:  
• $3,500 - to support the production of the First Nations and Métis Art Show at the Community Arts Council 

of the Saanich Peninsula Centre Gallery;  
• $4,000 - to support the production of “Flexibility”, a musical theatre performance showcased by the Sidney 

and North Saanich Memorial Park Society; 
• $2,000 - to support a performance of Handel’s “Messiah” by the Via Choralis Performance Society; and 
• $4,000 - to support the production of “Mainly Mozart” by the Sidney Concert Society. 

CRD Arts Development 

Originally constructed by the 
Federal Government  during 
September and October of 1913, the 
Roberts Bay Wharf is a piece of 
Sidney’s history that now lives only 
in our memories and the files of the 
archives. Built at the end of Third 
Street and jetting far out into 
Roberts Bay, the wharf was 
approximately 6 feet wide and 
extended 974 feet over the shallow 
water before reaching suitable depth 
for boats out in the centre of the 
bay.  A 32 by 39 foot float was 
placed at the end of the wharf so 
that launches and fishing boats 
could be conveniently boarded.           
A 10 by 12 storage shed was also 
built on the float – no word of what 
it held. 
 
Roberts Bay was chosen as the site 
of the wharf due to its ideal 
sheltered location, and for a time it 
was the only place in town for small 
crafts to moor, as the Sidney area 
lacked a marina, and larger vessels 
used the existing wharves closer to 
the town..   
 
Upon completion, the wharf was 
desc r ibed   a s  be ing “an 
exceptionally strong looking 
structure,” and a credit to the 

contractors.  Despite this, within      
6 years the complete wharf, its 
pilings and float were replaced after 
becoming badly degraded in places 
due to shipworm.  This is an issue 
the Town deals with even today, 
with similar damage to the Beacon 
wharf pilings caused by marine 
borers requiring extensive repair 
work.  
 

Over the next 45 years, the wharf 
was used by owners of small 
pleasure crafts and fishing boats.   
Its use was at first fairly frequent, 
however as marinas were developed 

in the local area, the wharf usage 
dropped to the point where it was 
not feasible to expend the capital to 
maintain it. The Roberts Bay Wharf 
was demolished in 1965.    
 
The wharf is gone, but not 
forgotten; residents with stories to 
share are welcome to contact the 
Sidney Archives about this unique 
and other parts of our history. 
 

Brad R. Morrison 

Sidney Archives Manager 

250-656-1322 

Email: archives@sidneymuseum.ca 



TOWN TALK __________________________________________________________________________  Page 3, October 2012 

Sidney’s Seaside Sculpture Walk 

Launched in June, the Sidney Sculpture Walk features 12 sculptures installed along the Town’s waterfront 
walkway from Beacon Park to the entrance of the Sidney International Ferry Terminal.  Each sculpture will 
remain on the walkway for approximately two years but after that time are available for purchase and/or      
donation to the Town.  In the Spring of 2013 the Town will be inviting artists to submit their applications to 
exhibit their work in the next phase of the project.  Eventually, the sculptures will extend along the entire two 
kilometers of Sidney’s spectacular waterfront walkway. 
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The Town of Sidney staff will be presenting residents, business owners, and civic organizations with an 
overview of the Official Community Plan (adopted 2007) , Downtown/Downtown Waterfront Local Area Plan 
(adopted 2008) , and Strategic Plan (adopted 2012) to highlight how various aspects of these plans articulate a 
vision for Sidney’s future development. These plans evolved out of earlier work completed by the Corporate 
Strategy Community Vision Steering Committee, a group of community members and Town staff formed in 
1997, and the sub-committees of that group. All of these plans, including the earlier ones prepared by the 
Vision Steering Committee, involved significant public consultation with community members. Staff will 
explain how the plans were formulated, how the plans are integrated, and how these documents provide the 
guidance necessary to create a vibrant, attractive, and socially and economically diverse community. These 
presentations will form the basis of an ongoing outreach and communication strategy to the residents, 
businesses and community organizations of Sidney to keep them informed of the Town’s planning documents 
and how their implementation will guide the future development of our community.   Public events will likely 
occur later in the fall and into 2013. 

Home Owner Information on Sidney’s Website 

Sidney’s Future… How We Get There 

Sidney Communication Plan and External Survey 

We have recently developed a new web page that 
provides specific information to Sidney home owners 
and residents.  From how to claim your home owner 
grant, to how to book a park for an event, to how to 
renew your driver’s licence, you can find it all in one 

handy location.  Also included on this web page is 
useful information pertaining to parking and bylaw 
enforcement in Sidney.  Simply go to  www.sidney.ca 
and click on “Home Owner Information” under the 
“Residents” section of the website. 

Vision 2020, the Town's Strategic Plan, recognizes the need for a corporate communication plan as a vital tool 
for ensuring effective communication between the Town Hall and all community stakeholders. At its July 9th 
meeting, Council asked staff to initiate the development of a Communications Strategy that incorporates 
internal and external communications with residents, businesses, media, volunteer organizations, and visitors. 
Subsequently, staff has been working on developing a comprehensive communication plan which includes 
policies and objectives, and methods for continuous improvement to maintain efficient and effective 
communication. 
 
To assist in the development of the external portion of the Communication Strategy, staff have developed a 
community-wide survey to obtain information about the Town's current communication methods and solicit 
feedback on what is working, what needs improving, and what would the community like to see more of as it 
relates to effective communication, such as using social media. Comments from all stakeholders will be 
instrumental in formulating a robust and engaging communication strategy that meets the needs of residents 
and provides an effective method for ongoing communication between the Town and the community.  
 
This External Communication Questionnaire is included with this edition of Town Talk, and will provide an 
opportunity for you to share your thoughts, expectations, compliments, and concerns regarding how the Town 
communicates with residents, businesses, and civic organizations.  We will use your comments to assist us in 
forming the Town’s Communication Strategy and build upon our communications with all community 
members.  The survey will also be available on the Town's website at www.sidney.ca.  Please return surveys 
by Friday November 9, 2012. Thank you for helping us to communicate with you. We look forward to hearing 
from you!  
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The RCMP are asking the public to keep an eye out 
for suspicious people or activity at Iroquois Park.  
Police have responded to several calls for service 
involving public drinking and mischief to property at 
the park and want to ensure no further damage is 
caused. This park was created for the enjoyment of 
our community members and we want to ensure the 
integrity of this park is protected for everyone’s 
enjoyment. Anyone witnessing suspicious activity at 
the park is asked to call RCMP at (250) 656-3931. 
 

With Halloween upon us, it is important that your 
children practice the following safety tips while   
trick-or-treating:   
 

• wear reflective clothing;  
• practice the buddy system;  
• ensure parents know your 
   whereabouts at all times;  
• check your candy to ensure wrappers are sealed and 

haven’t been tampered with;  
• do not approach a residence that does not have its 

lights on;  
• young children should not trick-or-treat after dark. 

Another Halloween safety concern involves 
fireworks.  Fireworks are strictly prohibited in Sidney 
without a Fireworks Permit. Unless you have a  
permit you  are not allowed to hold, possess, fire,     
set off or explode fireworks. Furthermore, you   
cannot store, hold, possess, fire, set off or explode 
firecrackers.  If you are found contravening any         
of these regulations you will be subject to            
hundreds of dollars in fines. Police are also reminding 
people of the dangers caused by the improper use of 
fireworks and firecrackers. Remember, these are 
explosive devices that have the ability to cause 
serious personal injury or death. 

A Word from the RCMP... 

 

Citizens on Patrol 
 

Volunteers needed! 
 
 

Please call Bill at 250-656-9293  
or Joanne at 250-655-2927  
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Saanich Marine Rescue Society 
Supporting society for: 

Royal Canadian Marine - Search & Rescue 

STATION 36 - SAANICH 
(Formerly - Canadian Coast Guard Auxiliary) 

Saving Lives on the Water Since 1979 
See our website at www.marinerescue.org 

Volunteer enquiries welcome - 
contact recruiting@marinerescue.org 

Providing over 25,000 hours of volunteer time annually 

 

Via Choralis Chamber ChoirVia Choralis Chamber ChoirVia Choralis Chamber ChoirVia Choralis Chamber Choir    
In RemembranceIn RemembranceIn RemembranceIn Remembrance    

Featuring Gabriel Fauré’s “Featuring Gabriel Fauré’s “Featuring Gabriel Fauré’s “Featuring Gabriel Fauré’s “RequiemRequiemRequiemRequiem””””    
    
    
    
    
    

    

    

    With other music and readings focusing on themes of 

peace and remembrance of those who sacrificed their lives 

in world conflicts.  

Sunday, November 11, 2012 Sunday, November 11, 2012 Sunday, November 11, 2012 Sunday, November 11, 2012 –––– 3:00pm 3:00pm 3:00pm 3:00pm    
Tickets: $15/ $8 student-Tanner’s Books/door    

Venue: St. Elizabeth’s Catholic ChurchVenue: St. Elizabeth’s Catholic ChurchVenue: St. Elizabeth’s Catholic ChurchVenue: St. Elizabeth’s Catholic Church    

(10030 Third St, Sidney, BC) 

 Info.250.656.0205 / www.viachoralis.caInfo.250.656.0205 / www.viachoralis.caInfo.250.656.0205 / www.viachoralis.caInfo.250.656.0205 / www.viachoralis.ca    

Events at the Arts Centre 

at Tulista Park  
 

• First Nations and Métis Show - September 28 to 
October 21 

• Artisans Christmas Show - October 27 to December 
23 (Call for artists interested in participating.  Forms 
available at the Arts Centre.) 

 

Other Arts Events 
 

• Sidney’s Gallery by the Sea - Beacon Pier, July to 
October 

• Sidney Fine Art Show - Mary Winspear Centre, 
October 12, 13 and 14 

• ArtSea Festival - Sidney will be alive with musical, 
literary and art events - October 11 to 21 

• Literary Festival - Spring 2013 

Sidney Business  

Development Group 

Open Forums 
 
The Sidney Business Development Group invites 
downtown property and business owners and 
operators to come out to one of three informative 
and interactive sessions sharing the research and 
results of a study on the most ideal business 
development model for Sidney. 
 
Tuesday, October 23 - 5:30 - 7:30 p.m. at the 
Mary Winspear Centre 
 
Wednesday, October 24 - 7:30 - 9:30 a.m. and 
3:30 - 5:30 pm at the Sidney Pier Hotel 
 
For more information contact the Sidney Business 
Development Group at 250-891-6599 or visit 
www.sidneybiz.com. 

 

 Holiday Schedule  

 

Organizational Council Meeting -  December 3  
Committee of the Whole Meeting- December 10  

Regular Council Meeting - December 17  
 
 

 
 
The Town Hall, Public Works and Driver Services will 
be closed for the holidays:   

Monday, December 24 at 2:00 pm  

to 

Tuesday, January 1, 2013 inclusive 
(re-opening at 8:30 am on January 2) 


