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 Public Input - Beacon Avenue Improvements  
As you are strolling along Beacon Avenue, between    
Second Street and Third Street, and are you          
thinking that something looks a little different?                     
You’re absolutely right.  The Town has initiated a   
revitalization effort along this block of Beacon           
Avenue by upgrading and replacing some of its            
existing streetscape elements - planter boxes, bollards, 
bike racks and garbage receptacles.  Considered a 
“test block”, the Town would like to hear feedback 
from the public on these improvements prior to               
proceeding  with upgrading the remainder of Beacon 
Avenue.  If you have any comments or questions, 
please drop-in or write to the  Town Hall.   

Official Opening of the Beacon Park Pavilion 

The official opening ceremony of the new Beacon Park            
Pavilion was held on Sunday, June 28 with special                 
greetings from the Honourable Lieutenant Governor of BC          
Steven L. Point.  A commemorative plaque was also dedicated 
remembering long time Peninsula Celebrations Society            
community volunteer Joan Ballenger. 

Also at the opening 
ceremony, two pieces 
of public art were    
announced, which will 
be installed in Beacon 
Park in the Fall.              
Jake James, a local              
blacksmith artist based 
in Sooke, will create 
life-size figures made 
of steel, one of a 
Power Walker with 
her dog and the other 
of a Pirate Captain.    
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For over a thousand years, originating with the Dukes 
of Normandy, civic authorities have borne an official 
seal incorporating the arms of the authority.  This seal 
was originally worn on a gold chain around the neck 
of the chief official.  This “decoration” has evolved 
into the modern Mayor’s Chain of Office. 
 
The Town of Sidney, which was incorporated as a 
Town on January 1, 1967, has never had a Mayor’s 
Chain of Office. This year, through donations             
from community and Council members, funds             
were raised to commission a Chain of Office.                      
The new Chain was presented by the Honourable 
Lieutenant Governor of BC, Steven L. Point, to                       
Mayor Larry Cross at the official opening of            
the Beacon Park Pavilion. The Chain is a                    
blue velvet colour reflecting Sidney-by-the-Sea,     
from which hangs a large medallion with the Town’s 
Coat of Arms.  Other elements joined together with 
pieces of chain include: gold plates to hold the names 
and date of service of former, past and future Mayors; 
the Canadian and BC Coats of Arms; the BC               
provincial Dogwood flower; gold Maple Leaves; and 
the Town Flag.   
 
The Chain will be worn by the Mayor for ceremonial 
events such as the first meeting of Council, the Levee 
and official visits. 

Development Incentives 
 
 
 
 
 

Town Council has approved certain development  
and building incentives as a way to maintain and   
encourage continued development within the       
community during these challenging economic 
times.  The following incentives will be in place    
until April 30, 2010:  
 
 

· Waive building permit fees for the construction 
and legalization of secondary suites in single 
family dwellings; 

· Waive building permit fees and sign permit fees 
for exterior upgrades to existing commercial 
buildings; and 

· Waive building permit extension fees. 
 
 

In addition, the following policies in the Downtown/
Downtown Waterfront Local Area Plan provide    
additional opportunities for development in the         
downtown area:  
 
 

· Consideration for bonus densities, up to a             
maximum residential density of 260 units per 
hectare, in exchange for the provision of certain 
public amenities; and  

· Consideration for parking requirement             
relaxations based on the provision of parking 
and/or transportation alternatives. 

 
 

Development Services Department   
Tel: 250-656-1725    

Heritage Award 
 
The Town is proud to announce that the Sidney        
Museum and Archives has received an Outstanding 
Achievement Award from Heritage BC in recognition 
of the Sidney Historic Signage Program.   
 
Historical interpretive signs have been installed         
in locations along the waterfront walkway describing 
specific historical information of the area.  Plans are 
already underway for further phases of the program, 
which will focus on the heritage of Beacon Avenue, 
Tulista Park and the north side of Sidney. This       
program is a collaboration between the Museum and 
the Town and is a very successful community project.  

New Chain of Office  



Community Wellness Park 
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The Town’s new Community Wellness Park, located 
adjacent to the south side of the public library at             
10091 Resthaven Drive, officially opened to the public 
on May 1.  The Town was successful in receiving an 
ActNow BC Grant of approximately $100,000 and a 
generous $27,500 donation from Peninsula Co-op for 
the construction of this new park.  The facility offers  
13 pieces of age and disability-friendly exercise   
equipment and we encourage you to check it out.   

Another project partially funded by the province involves 
the decommissioning of the existing Fifth Street sewer 
pump station, located to the north of Lovell Avenue.  
Flows will be redirected, by gravity, to the larger Amelia 
Pump station to the west of Fifth Street, a distance of    
215 metres,   
 

In February, the Town received a $176,600 Building      
Canada Fund Grant for the project.  The grant reduces         
the Town’s share of the $265,000 capital cost of the              
project by approximately two-thirds.  This project will 
help reduce operating and maintenance costs, capital      
replacement costs and the potential for sewer overflows 
near Roberts Bay.  Construction will begin in late July 
with completion in September 2009. 
 
 
 
 

Engineering & Works Department   
Tel: 250-656-4502    

Fifth Street Pump Station  Niimi, Japan:  Sidney’s 
Sister City 

 

10 Day Tour of Japan 
 
 
 

Join the Sidney Sister Cities Association for a 
memorable visit to Japan and an opportunity to 
experience the culture and hospitality of our 
Sister City.  We are fully hosted while in            
Niimi - this trip is not to be missed! 
 

· 4 nights Tokyo including full day of sightseeing 
· Ginza District 
· Mt. Fuji excursion 
· Cruise on Lake Ashi 
· 1 night stay at traditional ryokan including          

dinner 
· 4 nights in Niimi, inclusive of meals,                       

entertainment and accommodation arranged 
by our Sister City 

· Dogeza-Matsuri Fall Festival 
· Farewell dinner in Tokyo 

 
CONTACT:   

 
 

Bob Mclure (SSCA)    Tel:  250-654-0488 
email:  mclure@shaw.ca 

 

Trudie Carrier (Merit Travel) Tel:  250-656-0961 
email:  trudie.carrier@merit.ca 

Smoke Alarms 
 

The Sidney Fire Department has been involved 
in a program providing free smoke alarms to 
residences in Sidney.  Since the program started 
in May 2008: 99 homes have been visited;         
51 alarms have been installed; 32 residences 
were provided with batteries; and 74 home tests 
have been conducted.  This program is to help 
ensure every resident in Sidney has a working 
smoke alarm and to help save lives.  

 

Sidney Fire Department   
Tel: 250-656-2121    

JEAN DAYS 
 

If you are wondering why Town Hall staff are 
dressed in jeans on Fridays it’s because they 
are showing their support to the community 
and making a donation to various local        
charities.  
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Community Events ... 
 
 
 

Summer Street Market        Jun 4 - Aug 27 
5:30 - 9:00 pm, Beacon Avenue  
Every Thursday night, over 150 vendors, artisans 
and entertainers.  Call 250-655-643.  

 
 
 
 

Summer Sounds                       Jul 5 - Sep 6 
 2:00 - 4:00 pm, Beacon Park  
Sunday afternoons, enjoy listening to live music 
from a fantastic arrangement of talented entertainers. 
Admission is free, donations welcome.   

 

Jul 5 - The Timebenders  (Retro Show Band 50’s - today) 
Jul 12 - The Sutcliffes  (British Invasion Tribute) 

Jul 19 - The Commodores  (Swinging Big Band Sounds) 

Jul 26 - Johnny Vallis  (Impressions and Classics) 

Aug 2 - Paul Wainwright  (Sax-driven Groove) 

Aug 9 - Kumbia  (Latin Explosion) 

Aug 16 - Cold Cut Combo  (Folk Gypsy Swing Beat) 

Aug 23 - FatHatCat  (Hot Funky Disco 70’s Groove) 

Aug 30 - The Naden Band  (A Perennial Favourite) 
Sep 6 - The PUSH  (Classic Rock) 
 

 
 

Artisans Summer Show                Jul - Aug  
Community Arts Centre at Tulista Park   
This is an exhibition and sale featuring quality      
traditional and contemporary arts and crafts.              
Call 250-656-7400. 

 

Town Council Meetings and Business 
Hours - Summer Schedule    

 

Town Council meetings for this summer are as follows:  
 
 
 

Monday, July 13, 2009  
and  

Monday, August 10, 2009  
 
 
 

Meetings are held at 7:00 pm, in Town Hall Council 
Chamber, unless posted otherwise. Regular                
Committee of the Whole Meetings for July and      
August are cancelled.    
 
 
 

Town Hall office hours are 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
from Monday, July 6 to Friday, August 28, 2009,    
inclusive (excluding statutory holidays). Regular   
business hours of 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. (with             
doors closed at 4:00 p.m.) will commence on              
Monday, August 31, 2009. 

Town Contacts  
Administration / Mayor’s Office 
 

Finance / General Inquiries  
 

Building  Inspections 
 

Bylaw Enforcement  
 

Engineering   
 

Planning & Zoning  
 

Public Works & Parks   
 

Driver Services  / ICBC  
 

Fire Department 
 

Police Department (RCMP) 
 
     Information Centre 
     Historical Museum 
     Shaw Ocean Discovery Centre  
     Archives 
     Library  
     The SHOAL Centre 

250-656-1139 
 

250-656-1184 
 

250-656-1725 
 

250-656-1725 
 

250-656-4502 
 

250-656-1725 
 

250-656-1034 
 

250-656-0614 
 

250-656-2121 
 

250-656-3931 
 

250-655-6417 
250-655-6355 
250-665-7511 
250-656-1322 
250-656-0944 
250-656-5537 

Grape & Graze Wine & Food Pairing  
Festival - Aug 1  

 
Island Comedy Festival - Aug 14 & 15 

 
Piaf: Love Conquers All - Aug 20 to 22   

 
 

UVIC Continuing Studies  
 
 

This popular program will resume on the Peninsula this fall 
with courses offered at the Mary Winspear Centre and the 
Shaw Ocean Discovery Centre.  Several new courses, many 
with a marine theme, will also be offered.  Full program 
details available at a Special Open House on September 12, 
from 2:00 to 4:00 p.m. at the MWC.    
 
 
 
 
 
 

Box Office Hours  
Monday to Friday:  9:30 - noon, 1:00 - 5:00 pm  

Saturday:  1:00 - 4:00 pm  
(and 1 hour prior to show time) 

 

250-656-0275     www.marywinspear.ca  


