
TOWN OF SIDNEY 

 
 

OFFICIAL COMMUNITY PLAN REVIEW ADVISORY COMMITTEE  
MEETING MINUTES of November 4, 2021 

 
Meeting held via Videoconferencing 

 

 
PRESENT: 
 
Chairperson: Mayor Cliff McNeil-Smith 
  
Members: David Calveley, Denny Gelinas, Hannah Nawroth, 

Bernardine van der Meer , Gae VanSiri, Todd Weibe 
  
Council Liaison: Councillor Peter Wainwright 
  
Staff: Randy Humble, Chief Administrative Officer  
 Corey Newcomb, Senior Manager of Long Range Planning 
Recording Secretary Kelly Albucz, Development & Administrative Coordinator 
  
Absent: Marie Savage 

 
 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER 
 

The Chair called the meeting to order at 2:00 p.m. 
 

2. TERRITORIAL ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 
 

The Mayor respectfully acknowledged that the meeting is being held on the traditional territory of 
the W̱SÁNEĆ First Nations. 
 

3. ADOPTION OF AGENDA 
 
Addition of item No. 6, New Business: “Summary of the Downtown Streetscape and Urban Design 
Standards document” 
 
Moved by: G. VanSiri 
Seconded: D. Gelinas 

 
That the Agenda be adopted as amended. 

 
MOTION CARRIED  
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4. ADOPTION OF MINUTES: 
 
Moved by: D. Calveley 
Seconded: B. van der Meer 

 
That the Minutes of June 22, 2021 be adopted as circulated. 

MOTION CARRIED  
 

5. PRESENTATION: OCP Project Phase 2 Summary and Key Directions Report Feedback 

 
C. Newcomb spoke to the staff report and gave a PowerPoint presentation which highlighted 
selected policy directions of the Key Directions Report, as well as recent feedback on the report 
from the public and the Advisory Planning Commission (APC). 
 
Chair McNeil-Smith then invited Committee Members to comment on the Key Directions Report 
as well as public and APC feedback. 
 
Committee Members discussed the following aspects of the Key Directions Report and feedback: 

 Vision statement should be expanded to include leisure, arts and culture. 

 Goals should include more specific items that address the uniqueness of Sidney. 

 Goals should also have greater focus on parks, open spaces/green spaces. 

 The future potential to “daylight” Mermaid Creek via redevelopment was determined to 
be desirable, but acknowledged as a longer term goal. 

 The form and character of the community in general but also the proposed 
neighbourhood nodes and concern over recent density increases. Staff stated most of 
these community concerns would be addressed through future changes to DPA’s and 
the Zoning Bylaw which would need to be updated once the OCP is adopted. The OCP 
provides high level policy which will serve to inform changes to the Zoning Bylaw. 

 Building heights and storeys need to be better articulated in some way; more concrete 
detail on an upper limits for these factors would provide more certainty for the 
community. 

 Information on Environmental Development Permit Areas (DPA’s) are not currently 
easily accessible to the public. This should be corrected prior to the creation of any new 
environmental DPA’s. 

 The proposal for increased density around identified nodes and what it would look like. 
An example of Resthaven Drive and Malaview Avenue if re-developed in future could 
have up to three storeys and contain mixed use of ground floor commercial and two 
floors of residential living space above. Careful integration of any new areas of 
townhouse development is needed. 

 The need to articulate requirements for upper storey setbacks and the transition from 
commercial to residential areas for development in and around the downtown area. 

 Climate change initiatives which require participation from all levels of government and 
how to act on things outside of the Town’s control. Staff indicated that what can be 
integrated into the draft OCP will be; these may include regional (Capital Regional 
District) contributions as well as provincial or federal initiatives, where appropriate. 

 Updates to the Climate Action Plan and Active Transportation Plan, both happening 
concurrently with the OCP update creating potential for competing policy directions; 
Staff advised that these plans can be considered concurrently and will be integrated 
approaches as much as possible. 
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 Transportation planning should address the needs of the elderly and recognize that 
vehicle parking for those with mobility challenges is necessary. Staff recognized this 
issue and stated all transportation modes need to be balanced between one another. 
Redevelopment opportunities are a chance to consider this balance and optimize 
transportation and access configurations. 

 
Moved by: 

 
D. Gelinas 

Seconded: G. VanSiri 
 

That the OCP Review Advisory Committee refer the discussion points to Council 
for consideration. 

 MOTION CARRIED 
 

6. NEW BUSINESS 
 
Overview of November 1, 2021 presentation to Committee of the Whole – Implementation of 
the Downtown Streetscape & Urban Design Standards 
 
C. Newcomb summarized his presentation to Committee of the Whole titled “Implementation of the 
Downtown Streetscape & Urban Design Standards” with a focused on the following points: 

 The document is divided into two parts:  
o Urban design principles and  
o Street design guidance. 

 Urban design principles will be incorporated into OCP design guidelines 

 Street design: not prescriptive and requires case-by-case interpretation by staff 

 Prior to the Streetscape Standards policy being developed, there were no other comprehensive 
approaches to point to for future development.  

 Public realm issues are very complex as they involve in ground services that must be 
considered as part of redevelopment of buildings. 

 Impact on parking using these guidelines has indicated an increase of 6 spaces to the down 
town area. 

 
Committee members made the following comments: 
 

 A desire to see the streetscape design plan incorporated into the OCP as well as the 
Downtown and Westside Local Area Plans. 

 A copy of the Downtown Streetscape & Urban Design Standards be made available to 
members. 

 
Staff advised that the Downtown Local Area Plan is dated and will have its relevant parts incorporated 
into the draft OCP. The Westside Local Area Plan will remain in its current form and staff will be looking 
to integrate it with the draft OCP. 
 
7. ADJOURNMENT: 

 
The meeting was adjourned by unanimous consent. 

 
Meeting adjourned at 3:40 p.m. 

 
 

__________________________ 
CHAIRPERSON 


