
 

TOWN OF SIDNEY 
 

Report to Council 

TO: Mayor and Council  

FROM: Corey Newcomb, Senior Manager of Long Range Planning 

DATE: May 19, 2020   File No: 3360-20 

SUBJECT: Amendment to Zoning Bylaw No. 2015 – Short Term Rental Regulations 

PURPOSE: 

The purpose of this report is to provide an overview of proposed amendments to Zoning Bylaw No. 

2015, which would prohibit Short Term Rentals (STR) in Sidney as per Council direction. 

BACKGROUND: 

At the May 11, 2020 regular Council meeting, Council passed the following resolution: 

That staff bring forward an amendment to Sidney’s Zoning Bylaw for consideration by 

Council no later than August 31, 2020, to prohibit all short-term rentals anywhere in Sidney. 

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

As requested, staff have prepared the aforementioned bylaw amendment for Council’s consideration. 

DISCUSSION: 

The draft bylaw includes the following amendments to the STR regulation in Zoning Bylaw No. 2015: 

 Makes STR a prohibited use in all zones in Sidney (but keeps it as a defined term, for 

enforcement purposes), and 

 Removes references to STR elsewhere in the bylaw (i.e. Home Occupation regulations). 

In addition to the amendments related to STR, staff have also included amendments 4 and 5 in the draft 

bylaw for Council’s consideration. These amendments would prohibit any additional Bed & Breakfast 

businesses in Sidney (which currently only require a business licence and safety inspection prior to 

opening) and instead require them to be approved via a rezoning application. 

Sidney currently has only two licensed Bed & Breakfast businesses (Corbett House and Orchard House) 

and these have been added as permitted locations to the draft bylaw to ensure their legal status 

continues moving forward. However, any additional Bed & Breakfast businesses wanting to open in 

Sidney would require zoning approval from Council and would need to follow the standard zoning 

amendment application process, which would include public consultation and building/parking/signage 

plans. 

Staff’s rationale for this amendment being included is twofold: 

1. It would ensure that currently operating STR’s in single-family dwellings would not be able to 

simply switch to a Bed & Breakfast use and continue operating by simply obtaining a business 

licence and inspections. 

2. It would ensure a more thorough vetting of new Bed & Breakfast businesses, by requiring a 

prospective business to provide Council with a solid plan for their business operations, including 

strategies to mitigate noise, parking and other impacts commonly associated with businesses 

located in residential areas. 
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Staff note that previously planned enforcement activities related to the current STR regulations would 

be adapted and continue following adoption of proposed Bylaw No. 2196. Where possible, prior to the 

bylaw change staff will record which STR providers are operating in compliance with the current bylaw 

regulations and they would be “grandfathered” as a result (i.e. be able to continue operating legally); 

staff anticipate that this number is not overly high. 

Finally, in terms of public engagement on this issue, staff intend to run two newspaper advertisements 

for the public hearing in consecutive issues of the Peninsula News Review, as well as post information 

regarding the proposed change on the Town’s social media platforms. The Peninsula News Review also 

ran an article in their May 14, 2020 edition regarding Council’s resolution and the Town has already 

received some responses from the public as a result. 

As the public hearing for this amendment would be held virtually, the notices for the public hearing will 

also include information on how to participate via videoconferencing for those wishing to speak at the 

hearing. 

RECOMMENDATION: 

That Bylaw No. 2196 be given first and second readings and that staff be directed to advertise 

for the public hearing. 

 

Respectfully submitted,  I concur, 

 

 

 

Corey Newcomb, MCIP RPP 

Senior Manager, Long 

Range Planning 

 Randy Humble MCIP, RPP 

Chief Administrative Officer 

 


