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Phase 1 Overview
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Engagement Strategy
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Phase 2: 
Engagement Overview

Community Design 
Survey
March – June 2021
735 people engaged

OCPizza Night 
Workbooks
May – June 2021
162 workbooks submitted

Economic Development 
Workshop
June 10, 2021
10 people engaged

Sub-Regional Planning 
Session
February 12 2021
6 organizations engaged

W̱SÁNEĆ Community 
Forum
June 22, 2021
19 attendees

Youth Workshop
June 14, 2021
25 students engaged

Public Launch
September 26, 2020
200 people engaged

Design Charrette
February 23-25, 2021
50 community members and 
stakeholder groups

Online Ideas Forum
October 2020 – February 2021
149 ideas collected

Engagement activities:

• Public launch event

• Online ideas forum

• Stakeholder interviews 

• Sub-regional planning session

• Design charrette

• Community design survey

• OCPizza Night Workbooks

• Economic development workshop

• W̱SÁNEĆ community forum

• Youth workshop



• Maintaining small town character
• Improving active transportation
• Protecting the environment and 

addressing climate change
• W̱SÁNEĆ engagement and 

reconciliation

What We Heard

• Addressing housing unaffordability
• Concerns about residential density 

levels
• Some concerns about vehicle parking 

requirement reductions



Phase 2 Deliverable:

K ey Directions  R eport



Vision, Goals, Directions



Vision

The Town of Sidney (known as SET, TINES to the W̱SÁNEĆ peoples) 
continues to be a lively and welcoming seaside town at the commercial heart of the Saanich Peninsula. 

Sidney will build on its reputation as a friendly, inclusive community 
to deepen its relationship with W̱SÁNEĆ peoples 
and reflect the rich cultural history of the area. 

Sidney will address the climate emergency 
by both reducing its emissions and increasing its resilience to shocks and change. 

Sidney will protect and enhance its natural areas and open spaces to create thriving, 
biodiverse ecosystems and healthy places for recreation and reflection. 

Sidney will work hard to create a vibrant downtown and a thriving local economy 
underpinned by a healthy, diverse community, housing choice and supportive amenities 

that emphasize health, happiness and prosperity at all stages of life.



Goals

GOAL 4
A diverse and balanced community of people 
supporting a thriving local economy
GOAL 5
Biodiverse, connected ecosystems informed 
by traditional, ecological and scientific 
knowledge
GOAL 6

A healthy, resilient community 
that takes action to address climate change

GOAL 1
A regionally connected, vibrant downtown

GOAL 2
A distinct seaside character reflecting local history, 
culture and reconciliation 
GOAL 3

Connected, accessible and liveable neighbourhoods 
that meet the needs of the whole community



GOAL 1
A regionally connected, 
vibrant downtown

Policy Direction
Maintain the half blocks north and south of Beacon 
Avenue between Second Street and half a block past 
Fifth Street by:
• limiting density and limiting building heights to a 

maximum of three storeys, and
• establishing design guidelines for fine-grained 

storefronts and use of natural materials (e.g. 
wood, brick)

83% of Community Design survey respondents 
supported this idea.



GOAL 1
A regionally connected, 
vibrant downtown

Policy Direction
Actively pursue opportunities for improved public 
space in downtown Sidney, including a public square, 
a ‘pedestrian priority’ street design for Beacon 
Avenue and opportunities around the waterfront.



GOAL 1
A regionally connected, 
vibrant downtown

Policy Direction
Designate ‘Downtown West’, the area from Patricia Bay 
Highway to the half block before Fifth, as Sidney’s ‘Regional 
Hub’, with a building height limit of four storeys. 

A fifth storey may be permitted, only in this area, via 
discretionary approval (i.e. a rezoning or variance application) 
where substantial public amenity is proposed (e.g. social 
housing, etc.) 

Regulate the form and character of the area through 
downtown guidelines, including step backs from streets 
(especially along Beacon Avenue) for buildings above four 
storeys and use of natural materials (e.g. wood, brick)

53% of Community Design survey respondents 
supported this idea.



GOAL 1
A regionally connected, 
vibrant downtown

Policy Direction
Areas of downtown outside of ‘Downtown West’ and 
‘Downtown East’ will be limited in scale to 4 storeys, and 
density bonusing and other zoning regulations will be 
adjusted accordingly. Allowable uses on the ground floor 
will be expanded to include a limited number of ground-
oriented residential units (e.g. townhomes) and live/work 
units located primarily around the periphery of downtown.

Over 75% of Community Design survey 
respondents supported allowing ground-oriented 

residential units and live/work Downtown.



GOAL 3
Evolving, connected 
neighbourhoods that meet the 
needs of the whole community

Policy Direction
Encourage garden suites, secondary suites, duplexes to be 
built throughout Sidney’s residential neighbourhoods. 
Develop Form and Character guidelines that regulate 
safety and privacy and enhance neighbourhood character. 
Allow Townhomes and Multiplexes
to be built in appropriate locations (e.g. near 

neighbourhood commercial nodes), regulated by 
neighbourhood form and character guidelines.

The idea of allowing garden suites, secondary suites, duplexes and 
townhomes throughout all of Sidney each received between 60-80% 
support from Community Design survey respondents.

40% of respondents also supported allowing multi- plexes 
throughout all of Sidney, while two- and three- storey walk-ups 
received 33% support. 



GOAL 3
Evolving, connected 
neighbourhoods that meet the 
needs of the whole community

Policy Direction

Town planning staff will prepare an annual report on the 
progress towards Sidney’s housing needs, in addition to 
potential policy adjustments required to support those 
needs.



GOAL 3
Evolving, connected 
neighbourhoods that meet the 
needs of the whole community

Policy Direction

As part of the upcoming Active Transportation Plan process, 
the Town will prioritize creating a cycling network across 
Town with all ages and abilities cycling facilities, to make it 
easier and more attractive for residents, visitors, and tourists 
to travel north-south and east-west in Sidney. 

Nearly 75% of OCPizza Night Workbook 
respondents supported prioritization of active, 

sustainable modes of transportation and 
accessibility when designing streets and funding 

transportation infrastructure, rather than cars.



GOAL 5
Healthy connected ecosystems 
informed by traditional ecological 
and comprehensive scientific 
knowledge

Policy Direction

Explore feasibility of encouraging redevelopment of older 
single-detached home properties adjacent to portions of 
Mermaid Creek, allowing for consolidated lots to increase 
density with medium-scale (i.e. 2-3 storey) townhouses or 
apartments in order to:
● increase setbacks of buildings from the creek beds, 

allowing for the expansion of public open space,
● assess feasibility of daylighting piped sections of the creek.
● improve stormwater management,
● increase tree and native species cover next to the creek 

beds, and
● enhance public amenities (e.g.a creekside trail or park) in 

an ecologically sensitive way and encourage community 
stewardship (e.g. through interpretive signage). 

77% of survey respondents supported this idea



• Council resolutions providing 
direction on several specific issues.

• Garner public on Key Directions 
Report for 4 weeks.

• Review and incorporate comments 
into draft OCP, where appropriate.

• Drafting of other OCP sections 
already underway.

• Public opportunity to review draft 
OCP in late 2021/early 2022.

Council Review



Comments & Questions?



THANK YOU
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