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Mayor’s Message 

Mayor Steve Price 

Welcome to this special anniversary edition of Town Talk, 

published to honour Sidney’s 50th anniversary of 

reincorporation from a village to a Town on January 1st, 

1967. 

 

Sidney and the world looked quite different that year; the 

population of the town was approximately 3,088 

compared to the current 11,583. However, our little town grew significantly during the 

60s when you consider that in 1961 the population was only 1,558 meaning that in six 

years’ time it doubled! 

 

The Mayor of Sidney in 1967 was Arthur. W. Freeman and council members were John 

E. Bosher, Wilkie W. Gardner, Hans E. Rasmuffen and Norma Sealey who would later 

serve as Mayor from 1979 to 1983. 

 

Canada celebrated its Centennial that same year and great events took place across the 

country. Here in Sidney, the Maple tree that stands on the west side of the Town’s lawn 

was planted by Mr. and Mrs. McVey who journeyed from Sidney BC to Sydney Nova 

Scotia collecting soil samples from across the country which were placed around the 

tree during its planting.  

 

The population of Canada was 20.41 million compared to an estimated 36.30 million 

 



Lester B. Pearson. The average wage in BC for an electrician was $3.97 per hour while 

an electrician can earn over $30 per hour today. In 1967 a male intermediate clerk 

earned $88 per week while his female counterpart earned $72.   

 

Montreal hosted Expo 67, the most successful World’s Fair ever held up to that time. 

The “hippie” movement was in full force, the year’s top news story was French 

President Charles de Gaulle’s “Vive le Quebec libre” speech in Montreal, and the 

Toronto Maple Leafs won the Stanley Cup.  

 

To Sir With Love by Lulu was #1 on Billboard’s top 100, In the Heat of the Night won 

the Oscar for best picture, Rod Steiger best actor for the same movie, and Katharine 

Hepburn best actress for Guess Who’s Coming to Dinner.  

 

Fifty years later, Sidney celebrates 50 years as a town along with Canada’s 150th 

Anniversary, and it promises to be another wonderful year of celebration, 

collaboration and community spirit.  

 

Today’s celebration will include traditional tea with finger sandwiches, scones and 

anniversary cake, activities for the kids, a magic show by Murray Hatfield, and live 

music by the O’Brien Family. I hope you enjoy the festivities!  

 

Check out the Town’s celebration website at www.sidneycelebrates.sidney.ca to keep up

-to-date on what is planned for 2017 as Sidney Celebrates! 



Celebrating 50 Years as a Town 

The following editorial appeared in the January 5, 1967 edition of the  Saanich Peninsula 

and Gulf Islands Review. 

 

In 1952 the unorganized territory of Sidney became a village.  Since that date 

tremendous strides have been made in amenities of all kinds in the area.  Now, after 

enjoying village status for some 15 years, the little community this week became a town.  

The Review warmly congratulates all those who have served on village commissions 

during the past 15 years—each contributing to the satisfactory progress made. 

 

What will result from the elevation of Sidney to the status of a town?  This question 

can only be answered as the years unfold before us.  But if all residents and elected 

representatives continue to pull together, as we are certain the will, the future of 

Sidney is almost limitless.  It would take a very daring writer to visualize what this little 

community may be like even a decade from now—let alone in 50 years.  But 

continued population growth is as certain as the rising of the sun in the east 

tomorrow. 

 

On Tuesday evening Mayor A.W. Freeman and his four aldermen were showered with 

congratulations on the important milestone in Sidney’s career.  This newspaper adds 

its own good wishes to them all.  Sidney is on the march forward. 

 

In connection with the ceremonies which saw the town of Sidney born, signal honor 

was paid by the council to George A. Cochran, senior businessman of the community.  

No better choice could have been made.  For many years he has been a popular figure 

in Sidney.  We sincerely hope he will be spared for many more years of active, useful 

life. 



Looking west over the Sidney Ferry Terminal and the future home of Tulista Park, 

towards the Victoria International Airport (the main runway can be seen in the 

background). 

Looking north-west up Second and First Streets towards Beacon Avenue (Port Sidney 

can be seen in the background). 



1967 ~ The Year in Review 

The following “Year in Review” was taken word for word from the December 27, 1967 

edition of the Saanich Peninsula and Gulf Islands Review, with actual ads and articles 

that appeared in the Review throughout 1967 (all courtesy  of Sidney Archives). 

January 

Sidney officially became a town to the accompaniment of celebrations held at the 

Sidney Travelodge on Tuesday, January 3.  Toastmaster was Mayor A.W. Freeman, and 

honoured guests were Lieutenant Governor and Mrs. George Pearkes, the latter a 

former resident of Sidney.   

Former editor of The Review Frank G. 

Richards, opened his new operation, The 

Gulf Islands Driftwood, at Ganges, 

SaltSpring Island. 

Sidney, in common with thousands of 

other communities across Canada, 

welcomed Centennial Year 1967.   

A new street in Sidney was named Galaran by G.A. Cochran.   

Sidney and North Saanich Chamber of Commerce strongly criticized the lack of a 

second hospital in the Saanich Peninsula area. 

Central Saanich supported the view of Dr. J.L. Whitbread that all forms of recreation 

be banned from Elk lake, the source of local drinking water.   

February 

The number of telephones in the Saanich exchange rose by 350 during 1966 over the 

previous year.   



Central Saanich called a meeting to finalize a site for the proposed museum building 

which was the area’s major Centennial project. 

A wrangle between the District of North Saanich and the BC Jockey Club threatened 

no racing at Sandown Park in 1967.   

Concern in Central Saanich about sewage problems, sparked by the vigilance of the 

Metropolitan Board of Health, prompted the municipality to take over the job of 

making percolation tests.   

March 

Canadian Pacific Airlines stated that noise from the 

Patricia Bay Airport has no choice but to continue.  

Officials have, however, taken all possible precautions to 

abate the noise level.   

The City of Victoria’s sale of Elk-Beaver Lake parks to the 

Regional Board of the Capital of British Columbia is 

acclaimed by Reeve R.G. Lee.   

Sidney Taxi was sold by Monty Collins to Mel Jeffrey. 

Three local residents this month were found to be 

descendants of Fathers of Confederation.  They include 

Mrs. Elizabeth Barclay of Deep Cove, great-granddaughter 

of Sir Alexander Tilloch Gait, who gave Canada its decimal 

currency; Donald Kent Archibald of Curteis Point, great 

grandson of Sir Adams George Archibald; and Mrs. John 

Lapham, also of Deep Cove, a great-great granddaughter of Edward Barron Chandler. 

A roaring public meeting was held to discuss the zoning and development of property 

known as the Latch, on All Bay Road.  Rezoning was later approved by Council. 



1967 ~ The Year in Review 

April 

North Saanich Councillor G.R. Aylard made a call at council for amalgamation as 

early as possible on the grounds of economy for both Sidney and North Saanich.  

Sidney town council said it was willing to discuss amalgamation with North Saanich, 

but remained neutral on the matter.  Councillor Phillip Benn of Central Saanich 

advocated a three-way amalgamation of Central and North Saanich with Sidney, in a 

move to expand the idea of amalgamation made by North Saanich Councillor G.R. 

Aylard.   

A Bible dating back to 1854 was discovered by local 

resident Jimmy Armstrong in his library.  Other 

rare Bibles came to the attention of The Review, the 

oldest being one printed in 1711 at Oxford, and in 

the possession of J.R. Hague of McDonald Park 

Road. 

Stanley and Philip Brethour were given honourary 

memberships in the Saanich Pioneer Society. 

Silver Threads closed off its first, and successful, season of operation in Sidney.   

May 

North Saanich Councillor Nell Horth graciously declined a suggestion from Councillor 

T.C.M. Davis that she enter as a contestant in the annual Sidney Queen contest. 

The emperor of Ethiopia, Haile Selassie, was officially greeted at Patricia Bay Airport.   

The Sidney and North Saanich Chamber of Commerce decided to write the Federal 

Government concerning a proposed breakwater near the end of Beacon Avenue.  The  



Chamber also bitterly blasted Sidney Council for its use of business tax as a general 

revenue income rather than for downtown improvements.   

Sidney budget for 1967 called for an increase of two mills for a total of 44.50 mills, in 

the amount of $58,000.   

A descendent of an early pioneer named Swart, Mrs. Nancy Swart Marko, investigated 

into the spelling of Swartz Bay — or Swart’s Bay. 

June 

North Saanich Council began a study of amalgamation.   

The ambulance used by the Sidney and North Saanich Volunteer Fire Brigade was said 

to be worn out. 

Sidney Alderman W.W. Gardner 

recommended a feasibility study of 

amalgamation between Sidney and North 

Saanich.   

Centennial flags were in great demand by 

local thieves.   

Curteis Point resident Donald R. MacLaren, 

one of Canada’s leading fighter pilots in 

World War I, returned from a reunion with 

fighter pilots of the First War in France.   

Mayor A.W. Freeman of Sidney was 

presented with a chain of office from V.U. 33 

Naval Air Squadron, stationed at Patricia 

Bay.   

Martin’s Jewellers on Beacon Avenue becomes Rust’s Jewellers. 



1967 ~ The Year in Review 

July 

The 100th Birthday of Canada was marked July 1 by a parade and an outdoor 

breakfast hosted by the Sidney Lion’s Club, as well as later events at Sanscha Hall.  

There were two Centennial babies born at Rest Haven Hospital on July 1.  They were 

Bradley, born to Cst. and Mrs. William Erickson, and Denise, born to Mr. and Mrs. 

David Mason. 

Two local flying fire fighters, Lt. Cmdr. Alex Davidson, and 

T.R. “Paddy” Moore, were killed July 16 in the performance of 

their duties. 

Sidney welcomed its 5,000th visitor on July 26.   

A Deep Cove student, Brooke George, and a friend, Pete 

Mortensen of North Vancouver, cycled all the way from 

Sidney to Expo 67 in Montreal. 

August 

Twenty years of service to The Sidney Waterworks District ended for Ernest W. 

Sapsford this month.   

Mayor Freeman and North Saanich Reeve J.B. Cumming agreed that water provision 

for the Peninsula should become a function of the regional board.  Reeve Gordon Lee 

went on record as being convinced that Sooke Lake water should be under 

commitment to the northern part of the Saanich Peninsula within one year. 

Amalgamation studies by a firm of Vancouver management consultants was approved 

by both Sidney and North Saanich municipalities. 

A wooden building put up in 1958 to serve as a manual arts training centre for Rest 

Haven School burned to the ground.   



September 

The new Safeway store for Sidney began building early this month.   

The combined councils of Sidney and North Saanich gathered to hear the report on 

amalgamation made by the Vancouver management consultants. 

The 99th Saanich Fair was opened by his honor, Liet. Gov. George Pearkes, and the 

fair brought new heights in both attendance and exhibits. 

The new branch of the Victoria Public Library at Brentwood officially opened 

September 2.   

The ancestral John home, at the southern intersection of McDonald Park Road and the 

Patricia Bay Highway, was levelled by the Department of Highways. 

Shady Creek United Church commemorated its 105th year.   

The first travel agency on the Saanich Peninsula, Aladdin, opened its doors in the 

Gordon Hulme block on Beacon Avenue in Sidney.   

Rest Haven Hospital was presented with new heart treatment equipment. 



October 

A vote on the amalgamation question was set for November 4, Sidney and North 

Saanich Council decided.  At a lively amalgamation meeting held at Sanscha Hall, the 

Hon. Dan Campbell, Minister of Municipal Affairs, spoke.  He recommended 

amalgamation.   

Ted Holloway’s Flower Shop became the first industry on the Saanich Peninsula to 

install a Telex machine. 

Funds being collected for an engineering study for a breakwater at the foot of Beacon 

Avenue in Sidney was said to be within reach. 

November 

Mayor Freeman appealed for a “no” vote on amalgamation on November 4, the date 

set for the move to go to the people.  Both Sidney and North Saanich rejected the idea 

of amalgamation with each other, Sidney by a “no” vote of 566 to 206, and North 

Saanich by a “no” vote of 597 to 306.   

On Remembrance Day, an Eastern Maple tree was 

planted at Sidney Town Hall in soil collected from 

numerous provinces by Mr. & Mrs. R. McVey. (This 

tree still stands at the corner of Fourth & Sidney 

Avenue.) 

Sidney Alderman J.E. Bosher, upon completing 10 

years’ service in the position, announced he would not be seeking re-election.   

A total of 22 candidates were contesting ten seats up for election in the three 

municipalities of Sidney, North Saanich, and Central Saanich.  In both, North Saanich 

and in Sidney, the fight promised to be a bitter one on reeval and mayoral levels. 

1967 ~ The Year in Review 



December 

Four North Saanich candidates for municipal office boycotted an all-candidates 

meeting in the midst of a boiling campaign.  On December 9, Reeve J.B. Cumming and 

Councillors Mrs. Nell Horth, D.R. Cook, and T.C.M. Davis, all incumbents, were 

retuned to office.  In Sidney, incumbent Mayor A.W. Freeman and new Alderman L.T. 

Wadhams, and S.H. Dear, were elected.  In Central Saanich, only one new face 

appeared: Percy Lazarz to the council. 

On the same day, the school referendum up for approval by the voters, in the amount 

of $554,800 fell flat in rejection.   

Sanscha chairman Frank Minns announced that within four months, the remaining 

$3,000 debt on the hall would be reduced completely. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We hope you have enjoyed this Special Anniversary booklet.  For more information 

about Sidney’s history or any of the news items featured here, please contact the 

Sidney Archives at 250-655-5445 or archives@sidneymuseum.ca.

Season’s Greetings & 
Happy New Year!



The Town of Sidney would like to thank: 

Sidney Museum & Archives for providing the 

information for the book and for setting up the 50th 

Anniversary display at the Mary Winspear Centre; 

Panorama Recreation for the children’s activities; and 

Barry Freeman, son of Arthur Freeman (the first Mayor 

of Sidney as a Town) for memorabilia and photos 

including the original chain of office. 
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