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Sidney, B.C.; Mayor Larry Cross announced today the formation of a Mayor’s Downtown Revitalization 
Task Force to focus on the short and long-term opportunities and challenges to Sidney’s unique business 
district. In making the announcement, the Mayor said he seeks the input and advice of all stakeholders 
to develop a plan to sustain and enhance the vitality of downtown Sidney.  

 
“The main goal of the Task Force,” Mayor Cross said, “is to develop an overall strategy and a 
series of achievable actions that will accelerate the economic development of Sidney, address 
the concerns expressed by business owners, and attract new—and viable—businesses to 
Sidney.” 
 
One of the first priorities of the Task Force will be to develop clear terms of reference, and 
identify action-oriented strategies for stakeholder engagement and communication. 
 
Cliff McNeil-Smith, Chair of the Sidney Business Improvement Area Society expressed full 
support for the Mayor’s Task Force. “The SBIA has a commitment to its members and the 
overall community to support the Task Force as it identifies strategies—and a clear roadmap—
to revitalize our downtown core. I feel certain that by drawing on the creative energies and 
experience of Task Force members, together we can continue to tackle challenges and pursue 
the opportunities before us.”  
   
Members of the Task Force will include downtown property owners, business owners, 
community leaders, residents, the not-for-profit sector and members of Council. The Mayor will 
announce the membership within the next two weeks. Once formed, the Task Force will begin 
its work immediately.  While the Task Force will be expected to report to Town Council in the 
early fall, Mayor Cross indicated that achievable actions will be implemented on an ongoing 
basis.  
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