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Mayorôs Downtown Revitalization Task Force 
As a result of recent consultations with the Sidney 

Business Improvement Area (SBIA), I am very 

pleased to have been able to announce the formation 

of the ñMayorôs Downtown Revitalization Task 

Forceò. This is a natural next step in the process of 

community development which this Council has 

focused on. 

 

The purpose of the Task Force will be to develop a 

plan that identifies short and long-term opportunities 

and challenges to Sidneyôs business district. It will 

recommend a series of achievable actions and 

strategies.  

 

Throughout the process we will be seeking input and 

advice from all stakeholders. Along the way, any 

relatively easy steps identified will be dealt with 

immediately. This will be a planning and action 

process all in one. A final plan and recommendations 

for Councilôs consideration will be presented in 

September / October. 

 

The Task Force will consist of the Mayor and one 

other member of Council, downtown property owners, 

business owners, community leaders, residents and 

the not-for-profit sector. I am also very pleased that 

the SBIA has provided their full support for this 

initiative. 

 

The SBIA represents all businesses in the downtown 

area.  The SBIAôs support is essential to the success 

of the Task Force. 

 

The Task Force will build on what the Town has 

already achieved in regards to downtown 

revitalization. This includes our progressive, award 

winning zoning bylaw that allows increased density 

and alternative housing forms in the downtown core; 

the Downtown / Downtown Waterfront Local Area 

Plan that provides the framework for long-term 

planning; ensuring the long-term sustainability of the 

Sidney Street Market; development and promotion of 

the Sculpture Walk; support for Sidneyôs first ever 

Business Improvement Area and formation of the 

Community Development Committee which has 

already undertaken several new and innovative 

projects that have enhanced and promoted the Townôs 

arts, culture and heritage attributes.  

 

Sidney has more work to do but I feel we now have 

the tools in place to address our challenges! 

 

Mayor Larry Cross 
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2014 Municipal Election 
The Local Government Election for the offices of Mayor, Councillor and School Trustee will be held on 

Saturday, November 15, 2014.  The Town uses the Provincial List of Electors for voting purposes. To ensure 

you are on the List, please contact Elections BC (250-387-5305; electionsbc@elections.bc.ca.).  

 

Nominations   

Nomination documents for persons interested in running for the office of Mayor (1 elected), Councillor (6 

elected) or School Trustee (1 elected) will be available on Friday, August 22nd at Town Hall.  Persons qualified 

to run for office must be:  

¶ age 18 or older;   

¶ Canadian Citizen;  

¶ resident of BC for at least 6 months; and 

¶ not be disqualified by any statute or law from being nominated, elected or holding office.  

 

Nomination period begins at 9:00 a.m. on Tuesday, September 30 and closes at 4:00 p.m. on Friday, 

October 10.  Nomination documents must be filed with the Chief Election Officer at Town Hall.   

 

General Voting Day   Saturday, November 15th  

    8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. at the Mary Winspear Center (2243 Beacon Avenue) 

 

Advance Voting Days Wednesday, November 5th and Wednesday, November 12th  

    8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. at Town of Sidney Municipal Hall (2440 Sidney Avenue) 

 

Watch for advertisements in the upcoming issues of the Peninsula News Review.  If you have any questions, 

please contact the Townôs Administration Department at 250-656-1139 or e-mail at admin@sidney.ca.  

Sidneyôs Bazan Bay 5km Running Race 
On March 12, 2014 the Synergy Health Management Bazan Bay 5km running race took place along Lochside 

Drive.  Now being touted as Canadaôs fastest 5km road race, it attracted Canadaôs most elite runners to 

Sidneyôs spectacular waterfront.  Typically between 700 and 800 runners compete in this race, which offers 

flat terrain over an almost straight course that starts and finishes at Tulista Park.  This yearôs menôs race was 

won by Geoff Martinson in a time of 14 minutes and 12 seconds, a new course record.  The womenôs race was 

won by Erin Burrett of Nanaimo with a personal best of 16 minutes and 35 seconds. 

Geoff Martinson, far right, leads the race from the start. 
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Sidney Telephone History - Two Cans and a String 

With the vast changes in technology over the last hundred 

and fifty years, what was once a major centre of 

communication for Sidney today seems rather quaint in 

comparison with the modern proliferation of mobile 

phones, iPads and other electronic devices.  The latest 

communications technology of 100 years ago is now more 

comparable to the imaginary telephones that children play 

with by taking two cans connected with a string and 

talking through them.  No doubt many children played this 

game when the first telephone was installed in the town 

site of Sidney. 

 

It was October 30th, 1900 that the first record appears 

concerning the running of a telephone line to Sidney.  

Plans were made to run the telephone wire along the right-

of-way for the Victoria & Sidney (V & S) Railway line, 

with the possibility of eight subscribers for the service 

over a two-mile radius from Sidney.   By the spring of 

1901, the decision was made and on July 6th, the line was 

open for business.  The toll rates to Victoria were 10 cents 

per two minutes and 2 cents for each additional half-

minute or fraction thereof.  The first phone was installed 

for railway use at James J. Whiteôs, the V & S station 

agent.  At that time the telephone company was known as 

the Victoria & Esquimalt Telephone Company. 

 

Over the next decade a larger service was found to be 

needed, and in November 1910 the BC Telephone 

Company, as it was then called, installed an exchange at 

the corner of Beacon and Fourth where Tannerôs 

Bookstore is presently located.  Mr. James McNaught was 

appointed as the first agent and the exchange had 53 

telephone subscribers in the area.  By January 1911 

another exchange was installed at Keatings with 35 

subscribers (this installation has been reported as being 

January 1910 which is incorrect; Sidney was actually the 

first exchange on the Saanich Peninsula). 

 

By the fall of 1912, the Sidney telephone exchange had 

outgrown its Beacon location, and was relocated to a new 

building just north of the corner of Beacon and Fifth on 

December 19th, 1912.  There, a 100-line switchboard was 

installed (with the capacity to double its size if required).  

The building also provided living quarters for the 

telephone agent Miss Sewell, succeeding Mr. McNaught, 

who had resigned.  This building is now home to the 

popular Fish on Fifth Restaurant and is one of the oldest 

buildings remaining in Sidneyôs downtown. 

 

It was about this time that Sidney began to blossom with 

significant growth.  One indicator of this was the rapid 

increase of telephone subscribers from 59 in January 1912 

to 165 on May 1, 1922.   Growth of the service continued 

and by 1958 the exchange had grown to 1,656 subscribers. 

On the operations side, the service went from a single 

operator in 1910 to a staff of 20 in the late 1950s.  The 

Sidney service took on a new dimension in 1959, when it 

was announced that the exchange would feature a ñdial 

toneò with automatic switches, which essentially 

eliminated the switch board operators. Thus when the new 

service went into effect on March 2, 1959, the now old 

telephone office was closed.  The next occupant of the 

building was the Harker family, where Mrs. Ruth Harker 

ran Betteôs Beauty Salon until the early 1970s.  Several 

other occupants and businesses have since come and gone, 

and the building is now the location of the well-known 

restaurant Fish on Fifth. 

 

For more information on this subject and others, please 

contact the Sidney Archives at 250-655-5445 or 

archives@sidneymuseum.ca. 

Brad R. Morrison 

Sidney Archives Manager 

Please note that Town Talk will no longer be 

delivered with utility bills.  Instead, Town Talk 

is being mailed using Unaddressed Admail 

while utility bills will continue to be mailed out 

individually.  Watch for your utility bill which 

should be in the mail before the end of April. 
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News from the Fire Department 
2013 Highlights 

 

Concluding 2013, the Sidney Fire Department had yet another successful year. Some of the 2013 highlights 

included Captain Joe Geary and Lieutenant Richard Ford completing their Fire Officer One course. Fire 

Officer Two was completed by Assistant Chief Mike Harman and Captain Jeff Tomlin. Lieutenant Craig 

Pelton and Fire Fighter Darrin Blinko successfully finished their NFPA 1001 Certification. The 2013 

probationary members graduating as Fire Fighters this year are Tyler Bannerman, Dick Danger, Lucas 

Mollberg, Kirk Peck, Jared Ponath, and Mathew Stotyn. 2014 welcomes 5 probationary members. Robert 

Cooke, Graeme Hembruff, Logan Hoepnner, Joey Olson, and Brian Schwab will train with the Sidney Fire 

Department over the next year. The Sidney Fire Department would like to congratulate their volunteers and 

thank the Town of Sidney for their ongoing support. 

 

Sidney Fire on Twitter 

 

The Sidney Fire Department has recently adopted Twitter as an additional means to communicate critical 

information during or regarding an emergency to a public audience. The main purpose of initiating the use of 

the social media site is to inform Sidney residents, surrounding communities, and travelers in the event of an 

emergency or potential emergency. This includes incidents such as prolonged lane closures, tsunami warnings, 

and other relevant information due to an emergency.  The Twitter account created for the Sidney Fire 

Department is @SidneyVFire. The content on the @SidneyVFire page will be messages pertaining to critical 

emergency information such as traffic interferences and natural disaster warnings. These messages will be 

from a verified source; whether that is an Officer from the Sidney Fire Department, the West Coast Alaska 

Tsunami Warning Centre, Emergency Management BC, or a recognized government agency.  A high level of 

accuracy will be imposed in all posted material to ensure the public is appropriately educated.   Joining Twitter 

is a great way for the Sidney Fire Department to keep the public informed during emergency situations 

instantaneously. Follow the department now, at @SidneyVFire. 

 

100th Year Celebration 

 

On August 2nd the Fire Department is hosting its 100th birthday. Highlights of 

the birthday celebrations include a variety of collectable and in-service fire 

trucks from all over BC and the USA. Following the parade, the streets of 

Sidney will be showcasing these trucks for the public to view and speak with 

the drivers. There will be open houses at the Fire Hall and Sidney Museum, as 

well as live demonstrations running throughout the afternoon. Please support 

the centennial celebrations by purchasing a t-shirt, making a donation or 

participating in our fundraising events. For more information, please visit our 

website at www.sidneyfire100year.com or contact the Fire Hall at 250-656-

2121.  

 

Banner Program 

 

In conjunction with the 100th Year Anniversaryôs fundraising efforts, the Fire 

Departmentôs 100th Year Society has taken on the downtown Sidney street 

banner program. These banners are a popular way to advertise your business 

and support the 100th year celebration while doing so. Watch for them on the 

streets of Sidney this spring. A big thank you to the Town of Sidney and to the 

local businesses for all their support! 

http://www.sidneyfire100year.com

