Town Talk

Summer 2019

(Tel) 250-656-1184

admin@sidney.ca

www.sidney.ca

Sidney: An Eventful Place To Be!
There are always plenty of wonderful festivities happening around
Sidney no matter the season, but summer in Sidney is truly “eventfull!” Here are some photos of a few of the events that recently took
place around Town. A big thank you to all of the event organizers and
volunteers and to everyone who came out to celebrate in Sidney!

Slegg Build-a-Boat Race

Sidney Street Market’s 20th
Anniversary Celebration

@townofsidneybc
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Update on the Official
Community Plan Review
One of Council’s primary strategic priorities for
this Council term is a review and update of the
Official Community Plan (OCP).
A first step in an OCP review is to undertake a
Housing Needs Assessment. Housing Needs
Assessments are a means for communities to better
understand their current and future housing needs
and can help identify existing and projected gaps in
housing supply by analyzing local demographics,
economics, housing stock, and other factors. This
work is then translated into policies in the OCP to
address these gaps.
The Town issued a Request for Proposals (RFP)
in June 2019 to find a qualified consultant to
complete this work; on June 24th Council awarded
the contract for the project to Urban Matters CCC,
a local housing consultant. In addition, the Town
has applied to the Province of BC for a grant that
will cover the majority of the cost of the project.

Dinner en Rouge

Opening Ceremony of the Chief Dan George Exhibit at the Sidney Museum on
National Indigenous Peoples Day

Completing the housing needs assessment is a
first step in updating the Town’s OCP and while
this project is underway, Planning Department
staff are working on the next steps of the broader
OCP review and update project. This will involve
discussions with Council to identify the scope of the
project, a timeline and public consultation strategy.
Staff expect to initiate the project this fall following
the completion of the Housing Needs Assessment,
and begin community discussions and consultation
throughout 2020, with a goal of completing a first
draft of the OCP in early 2021.
For more information on this project, please contact
Corey Newcomb, Senior Manager of Long Range
Planning, by phone at 250-655-5428 or by email at:
cnewcomb@sidney.ca.

Possible Change to Council
Meeting Start Time

Reay Creek Remediation Update

The Town of Sidney is considering
changing the start time of Council
meetings from 7:00 pm to 6:00 pm.
This would make the start time of
Council meetings consistent with
Committee of the Whole meetings,
which begin at 6:00 pm on the
alternating Monday.

Transport Canada has confirmed that the contamination remediation of the pond
will not occur in 2019 as they are unable, due to the relatively short time frame,
garner the necessary approvals from the Department of Fisheries and Oceans.
Transport Canada has indicated that it is their goal to complete the work in 2020,
during the Fisheries window of June 15th to September 15th, subject to sufficient
budget allocation in the 2020 federal budget. Transport Canada, is however, looking
to complete the remediation of remaining contaminants on the upstream VAA lands
to the west of Canora Road in 2019.

Meeting times have evolved over
the years to balance the changing
schedules of residents, Council and
staff. The Town’s hope is that starting
Council meetings at 6:00 pm would
make them more convenient for
everyone.

In the meantime, the Town is proceeding with additional geotechnical testing of the
existing dam and also working with Transport Canada to get in place agreements
covering access to the site and project/construction limits. The dam testing will
determine if any portion of the dam is competent to remain or if the dam should
be entirely removed and/or replaced. The Town will also take this opportunity to
work with Transport Canada to determine if the contamination remediation and the
dam construction/reconstruction or removal can occur simultaneously by the same
contractor.

The Town is seeking feedback on
this potential time change; if you
have any suggestions or concerns,
please contact us at admin@sidney.
ca, call 250-656-1139, or complete a
short survey on the subject, available
at www.sidney.ca.

The Town will also be conducting a public consultation process, likely in the fall of
2019, to develop a plan for the future improvements / enhancement to Reay Creek
Park. More details on this process will be forwarded to the community as they are
developed. If you have any questions or comments regarding the Reay Creek
Remediation Project, please contact the Engineering Department at 250-656-4502
or engineeringservices@sidney.ca.

New Orchard Avenue Pedestrian/Bike Trail Under Construction This Summer
The Town is excited to announce that there is a new
pedestrian/bike trail being built in line with Orchard Avenue,
west of Eighth Street, to connect Eighth Street to the
Lochside Trail. This trail will replace the existing trail that is
in line with Ocean Avenue. The new location between the
Community Safety Building and the Town Works Yard will
allow for safer access to Lochside Trail than the existing
trail, which crosses the Town Works Yard entrance and is
often busy with trucks and machinery.
The new path will be under construction this summer and
is scheduled to be completed this fall. Thank you for your
patience as staff work to complete it. Signs will be installed
to direct bike and pedestrian traffic to the new path when it
is complete. Remember to follow the signs if you’re going for
a ride or a walk in the area.
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Recreational Cannabis in Sidney
In June 2018 Council passed a bylaw
to prohibit “the retail sale, production,
or distribution of recreational cannabis”
within the Town of Sidney. The intent
was that this blanket prohibition would
be a “stopgap” measure until Federal
and Provincial legislative and regulatory
changes were finalized throughout the
second half of 2018.
The Government of Canada adopted
legislation to legalize recreational
cannabis through the introduction of
the Cannabis Act, which took effect
on October 17, 2018. The Provincial
Government followed with legislation to
regulate retail sales of cannabis with a
system similar to liquor sales. Under this
system, local governments like Sidney
must consider and provide comment
on each and every application referred
by the Liquor and Cannabis Regulation
Branch (LCRB).
In May 2019, Council directed staff
to bring forward an amendment to
the Town’s Zoning Bylaw to legalize
the retail sale of cannabis in Sidney.
This bylaw would form the basis for a
local regulatory framework that would
allow Council, with the public’s input,

to consider and potentially approve
retail store locations for cannabis
sales in Sidney’s downtown area.
The bylaw would be accompanied
by a policy to provide clear guidance
on the decision-making process for
cannabis retail applications, such as
proximity to schools, daycares, and
other cannabis retail locations, as well
as the process for public consultation
on each application. The bylaw and
accompanying policy were brought
before Council for consideration at the
July 8, 2019 Council meeting.
A public hearing on the proposed bylaw
is scheduled for Monday, August 12,
2019 at 7:00 pm at Sidney Town Hall in
Council Chambers. Council would like
to hear what you have to say on this
issue. All Sidney residents and business
owners are invited to comment on the
proposed cannabis bylaw and policy.
Over the summer, watch for newspaper
advertisements, social media posts on
the Town’s Facebook and Twitter pages
and visit www.sidney.ca/cannabis
for the most up to date information,
including background information,
Council reports and copies of the
proposed bylaw and policy.

Reminder: Plastic Bag Ban
for Yard & Garden Waste
A reminder that as of July 2019, the Town’s contractor Emterra Environmental will
no longer collect yard waste placed in plastic bags. Emterra will only collect yard
waste that is placed rigid garbage containers, without the lid, or in compostable
craft paper yard waste bags (use of the paper bags is not advisable in rainy
conditions). The volume of yard waste to be collected each month remains
unchanged. As a reminder, a single family dwelling is entitled to place at the curb
for collection three 80 litre containers, with each container not heavier than 20kg
(44lbs). Oversized cans/paper bags are permitted, provided you only fill them to
the maximum amounts. Homes with yard waste that exceeds the limit can put
out additional cans/compostable paper bags, provided they have a sticker affixed
indicating they have been paid for. Stickers can be purchased at Town Hall or
Sidney Thrifty Foods for $3.50 each. If you have any questions or comments,
please email engineeringservices@sidney.ca or call 250-656-4502.
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Town of Sidney Council is considering
an amendment to the Zoning Bylaw
which would allow for the licensed retail
sale and manufacturing of recreational
cannabis products within the community.

Mayor & Council would like
to hear what you think.
A Public Hearing on the proposed
bylaw is scheduled for:
Monday, August 12, 2019
7:00 pm
Town Hall Council Chambers
The proposed bylaw would:
• Allow for licensed cannabis retail
stores in parts of Sidney’s downtown
area.
• Allow for the manufacturing of
cannabis products in Sidney
Business Park.
• Allow residents to grow up to four
(4) cannabis plants at home for
personal use, subject to provincial
requirements.
The proposed bylaw would not:
• Allow a cannabis retail store to open
unless they have prior approval
from Council and public consultation
on their specific retail licence
application.
• Change any regulations related to
access to medical cannabis.
For a full description of the changes
proposed by the bylaw, please visit:
www.sidney.ca/cannabis or inquire at
Town Hall.
Please email your comments to
developmentservices@sidney.ca or
deliver your correspondence to Town
Hall by August 12, 2019 at 4:00 pm.
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Memories From Our Past

Early Policing of Sidney & North
Saanich - Part 2 - 1906-1911

With the formation of the North
Saanich Municipality (which included
Sidney) in 1906, policing fell under
the responsibility of the newly formed
Council. During the Municipality’s
first year, Huey Moore (Sidney’s first
Constable – see Spring 2019 Town Talk)
once again took up law enforcement,
having been appointed as a Special
Constable. This became a full-time
position on February 18, 1907, with
the additional responsibilities of Pound
Keeper and Sanitary Officer. On the
same day a motion to build a Lock-up
and Police Court Room was carried by
Council. A single tender was received
and accepted for the sum of $398.75
from H. A. McKillican. A small 14 ft by
20 ft building was erected on First Street
on Lot 15 of Block 14, acquired from
Bertie Blasson two weeks previously.
The building was also occupied by the
new Council, which had previously held
sessions in the school house on Mills
Road.

Sidney’s early police station, under new
ownership in March 1978, prior to demolition

Huey Moore remained on as
constable until January 1908, when
Bertie Blasson was appointed. Blasson
held the position for only a few months,
resigning on May 31. During this short
period, collection of road taxes was
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added to the constables’ duties, from
which they would receive a remuneration
of 10% of the proceeds. James A. Kelly
was appointed on May 2, 1908, and
remained until September 1909, when
he was dismissed from his duties for
undeclared reasons. He was replaced by
Fairfax Moresby Haynes, who agreed to
hold the position until the end of the year.
With the election of a new
Council in January 1910, policing of the
Municipality was revised. On January
10, Councillor Angus M. Ego (former
Provincial Constable of Sidney) Moved,
and was Seconded by Councillor Henry
Brethour, “that the Clerk be instructed
to call for applications to the 22nd inst.
for the position of Municipal Constable,
Pound Keeper, Tax Collector etc. Two
to be appointed, one for the Western
Portion of the District and the other for
the Eastern. A Retaining fee of $25.00
per annum to be paid each Constable
and a Commission on Road Tax and
other Collections and Wages and
Expenses incurred in performing their
Duties. Duties to Commence Feb. 1st.
Carried.”
This decision was not unanimous,
as at the next Council meeting on January
22, 1910, Councillor Mark Hewett stated
that “it would be impossible to work under
the new system adopted, and Moved that
the appointment be laid over until the full
Meeting of the Council.” However, no
one seconded the Motion and it was lost.
Council appointed Frank G. M. Norris
as Constable for the Western Portion of
the District, and Arthur R. Kierstead for
the Eastern Portion, with their duties to
commence on February 1, 1910.
The new constables seemed to
be able to perform their police duties
and additional responsibilities without
difficulty, until it was noticed in November
that Kierstead was not collecting the
Road Tax. When inquiries were made,
his reply was that “he was unable to
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attend” to them. Reeve Sangster decided
to suspend Kierstead from his duties and
appointed F. M. Haynes as constable in
his stead. Haynes performed his duties
until his unexpected death in February
1911. He was replaced by W. Whiting,
who held the position for only one month
before resigning. John R. Brennan was
then appointed as Constable on May 6,
1911.
Constables Norris and Brennan
held their positions until December
31, 1911 when the Municipality was
dissolved. The district came under
the management of the Provincial
Government once again, and the British
Columbia Provincial Police assumed
responsibility for policing the district. The
lock-up and courtroom building became
the property of the government, and after
a few alterations, the Provincial Police
took it over. For the next four decades,
the building served as a police station,
local gaol and courtroom.
Brad R. Morrison
psresearch@shaw.ca

Did you know that the Sidney Fire
Department will install a free battery
operated smoke alarm to all Town of
Sidney residents? We will also supply
and replace smoke alarm batteries,
or clean out your smoke alarm. Our
goal is to have every Town of Sidney
resident have a working smoke alarm.
For more information or to set up a
Smoke Alarm appointment, please
contact the Fire Department at:
250-656-2121 or firedept@sidney.ca.

Resources & Rebates for
Residential Renovations

Community Safety Building Now Open
The Town is pleased to report that our new Community Safety Building is now open!
The Sidney Volunteer Fire Department and BC Ambulance Service have moved in
and are responding to calls from the new building.

Get Interactive with Sidney Maps
Did you know that the Town of Sidney
website features a number of useful
maps for locals and visitors to Sidney?
In addition to Street, Zoning, OCP,
Public Parking Lots and Garbage/Yard
Waste Collection maps, our GIS team
has developed several interactive maps,
including:
• Sidney Sculpture Walk Map
• Sidney Heritage Tour Map
• Parks Map
• Walking Times from Parking Lots
Map
• Bicycle Rack Map

Some of the interactive maps are
accessible on smart phones and other
handheld devices, providing an
opportunity for an interactive tour. You
can find these maps at:
www.sidney.ca/maps. Keep checking
for new additions. Requests or feedback
are always welcome and can be
emailed to: admin@sidney.ca.
Don’t forget, the website also features
three separate Tourist Cams, located at
the Waterfront, Fifth & Beacon, and the
Skate Park.

Seagulls in Downtown Sidney
In 2018, after receiving several
complaints regarding seagull activity
in downtown Sidney, the Town
commissioned a study of seagulls in the
downtown core. The completed study
offers recommendations by which the
Town can deter gulls from the downtown
area. Town staff will bring forward a
budget item for consideration during the
2020 budget deliberations in order to
implement recommended measures.
In addition to Town efforts, residents,
stratas, local business owners and
visitors can help as well. Building
owners are encouraged to install and

maintain exclusion devices (e.g. spikes
or wires) on their buildings to reduce
roosting options. Securely discarding
food waste in the downtown area and
fish/crab remains on the Bevan Pier
would help eliminate a human-caused
source of food. Furthermore, residents
and visitors are reminded: please do
not feed seagulls in Sidney. If you are
interested in learning more about this
issue and ways in which you can help,
we encourage you to review the study,
which is available on our website: www.
sidney.ca/Assets/Engineering+Services/
Seagull_Study.pdf
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If you’re planning a residential
renovation or new residential
construction, consider checking
out CleanBC Better Homes,
British Columbia’s online hub for
homeowners to access information,
rebates and support to reduce
energy use and greenhouse gas
emissions in new and existing
homes and buildings. Clean BC
Better Homes is funded by the
Province of British Columbia and the
Government of Canada, and rebates
are administered by BC Hydro,
FortisBC, and BC Housing.
Resources include:
• Easy to use rebate search tool
for when you are renovating a
home or building a new home
• Single application for CleanBC
Better Homes, BC Hydro,
FortisBC and local government
rebates
• Information and answers to
frequently asked questions on
energy efficiency upgrades and
accessing rebates
• Free Energy Coaching Services
for homeowners and businesses
undertaking renovations,
including a phone and email
hotline staffed by energy
coaching specialists
• Search tool to find registered
EnerGuide Rating System
energy advisors for residential
renovations
• Contractor directories to find
registered contractors in your
area
Visit www.betterhomesbc.ca or call
1-844-881-9790 to find out more.
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Upcoming Events in Sidney
Open Air Library
August 6, 13, & 20
10 am - 12 pm
Iroquois Park

Join South Island Literacy this summer
for the fifth-annual Open Air Library!
Everyone is welcome to select from a
wide range of reading materials, relax
with a good book on cozy blankets,
enjoy the fresh air and take home a
book afterwards. Reading materials are
available for all ages; there is no need to
register, this is a FREE drop-in program.

Raven Baroque - Island String
Players Society
August 9, 6 pm - 7:30 pm
Beacon Park Band Shell

Victoria’s 14-piece baroque music group
is coming to Sidney! This talented group
plays hits from 1650s (Bach, Vivaldi,
Handel, etc.) in full costume every
summer.

Torque Masters Auto Extravaganza
August 11, 8 am - 3 pm
Beacon Avenue

Wind your way through an impressive
array of classic cars, hot rods, motorcycles
and more! This day-long event includes
food, music, prizes, and lots of fun for the
whole family.

Summer Choir Concert
August 18, 3 pm - 5 pm
Shoal Centre

The Summer Choir is made up of folks
from a variety of existing choirs coming
together because of their love of music
and performing. Their varied backgrounds
make for a unique blending of dedicated
voices. Simon Leung will be taking the
group from Baroque to ABBA! Die Mahler
String Quartet will be accompanying,
playing music by Handle and Vivaldi.
Tickets are $20 and available at SHOAL
reception or by calling 250-656-5537.

Blood Donor Clinics

August 19 & September 16
1 pm - 6 pm
Mary Winspear Centre

Book an appointment online at blood.ca
or by calling 1-888-236-6283. Walk-ins
welcome.

Salish Sea Lantern Festival

August 24, 7:30 pm
Sidney Waterfront & Fishing Pier

The fifth annual Salish Sea Lantern
Festival; a magical celebration of light,
community, and artistic expression!
Everyone is welcome – come and enjoy
musical and cultural performances, dress
up in costume, and join in the Salish Sea
Lantern Parade along the waterfront in
Sidney, BC. You may bring your own
hand-made lantern or help carry some
of the beautiful lanterns that have been
constructed for the event.
Panorama Recreation is excited for
you and your family to join us for our
FREE Play in the Park program
again this summer on the Saanich
Peninsula. At Play in the Park,
Panorama staff facilitate interactive
play, face painting, group games, and
of course, inflatable fun on our giant
50’ obstacle course! In Sidney, the
program takes place Wednesday
at Rathdown Park and Fridays at
Tulista Park, 5:30-8:30pm, from July
2 to August 30.
This program wouldn’t be possible
without the tremendous support
from our community. Thank you
Rotary Club of Sidney by the Sea,
Kiwanis Club of Sidney & the Saanich
Peninsula, Peninsula Co-op, TELUS,
Bottle Depot and media sponsors
CTV, 107.3 Virgin Radio and CFAX
1070.
A line of up activities for the whole
family has been organized this
summer and may include: Family
Fitness, Mobile Skate Park,
Storywalks, and an open air library!
We can’t think of a better way for you
to spend your summer evenings, so
grab the whole family and join us for
some fun! Remember, a community
that plays together, stays together!

For more events & information, visit: www.sidneybia.ca
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The Sidney Street Market is Vancouver
Island’s largest outdoor market featuring
130 vendors and attracting between 3,000
and 5,000 people each night. Every
Thursday night from 5:30 to 8:30 pm until
August 29, Beacon Avenue is transformed
into a spectacular festival offering
everything from locally grown produce,
home-baked goods, artisan jewelry, crafts,
gifts, mouthwatering food and live music.

Sidney’s waterfront will once again
be filled with the eclectic songs of the
Summer Sounds Concert Series. Each
Sunday in July and August from 2:00
pm to 4:00 pm, a new musical group
takes the band shell stage in Beacon Park
for a free community show generously
sponsored by Peninsula Co-op. Visit
www.peninsulacelebrations.ca for more
details and the concert schedule.

The Sidney by the Sea 5K/8K, taking
place on Sunday, September 22, is
an event for all ages and speeds. A BC
Athletics Certified Course will set the
stage for those that want to get a Personal
Best. For others who want to enjoy a walk
or jog through the seaside town of Sidney
and enjoy the mountain and ocean views,
this event is for you. www.sidneyrun.com
A reminder that smoking is not permitted
in Sidney parks or along the Waterfront
Walkway. Please do your part to keep
Sidney safe and beautiful!

